NATHAN STRAUS.

SIXTH AVENUE AND FOURTEENTH STREET.

New York, June 8, 1895.
To His Honor,
The Mayor.
Dear Sir:

I have received so many letters of inquiry from muniecipal

authorities, physicians and others throughout the country in regard

to my work in providing pure milk nutriment for the sick children of
New quk, that I have been prompted to prepare the following items of
general information for the guidance of those whose public position
or personal sympathies may give them a special interest in trying to
reduce the sum of infant mortality. It is a faet whieh unfortunate-
ly requires no demonstration, that many thousands of infant lives are
annually sacrificed for the lack of a pure milk diet. The harvest of
death is especially abundant in Summer when intestinal complaints

are most prevalent among children under five years of age. The
infant nourishment commonly accessible to the poor is in hot weather
gso often replete with the germs of disease that it is the rule rather
than the exception to find in the food relied on to sustain life the
instrument of death.

This yearly “slaughter of the innocents” goes on in small commu-
nities as well as in great cities. A neglect of simple precautions
in the use of infants’ food will produce the same results everywhere.
I have long held that the day is not far distant when it will be

regarded as a piece of criminal neglect to feed young children on




milk that has not been sterilized. I have addressed myself during
the last two years to the task of placing within the reach of every
poor family in this city absolutely pure forms of infant diet. These
have been either milk carefully sterilized without admixture, or in
combination with barley water and a little sugar. Of course due pre-
cautions are taken to see that the milk is drawn in the first in-
stance from healthy cows kept in stables of a proper standard of
cleanliness.

The best possible evidence of the value of this work in saving
life is to be found in the impression which it made on the infant
death rate of New York last Summer. In presence of a long and ex-
hausting period of very hot weather favorable to an increased mor-
talify among the children of the poor, there was a decrease in the
month of July, as compared with the corresponding month in 1883, of
7 per cent. in the deaths of children under one year, and of 11 per
cent. in the deaths over one and under two years. For August the
decrease of deaths in the one year class was 6 per cent., while in

the two year class it reached as high as 34 per cent. Considering

the well-known dangers attending the second year of childlife, these

figures bear very eloquent testimony to the possibility of greatly
lowering the average of infant mortality. Taking the deaths in New
York from diarrhoeal diseases alone, of which 89 per cent. are those
of children under five years of age, and there is found to be a
decrease of 454 in 1894, as compared with 1892. But, allowing for
the increase of population, there should have been in ordinary
circumstances 420 more deaths from this group of infantile complaints
in 1894 than in 1892. This saving of 874 children’s lives has been

largely due to the institution of my sterilized milk depots. The




application of similar methods have been productive of satisfactory
results in Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Cincinnati and Yonkers, and no
phase of public hygiene is at present attracting so much attention in
Europe. It is simply impossible for any man of ordinary feeling to
study the simple appliances of a work like this, and to note their
efficacy in fighting the forces of disease and death, without being
prompted to engage in it himself.

I am frequently asked for estimates derived from my own ex-
perience of the cost of placing sterilized milk at a nominal price
within the reach of those who in a given community need it most.

This is difficult to do for several reasons. I set out with the
definite purpose of reduecing the infantile death rate of the ecity,
and all considerations of expense were held subordinate to that main
objeect. In bringing the work to its present stage of development I
have spent a good deal more money than I would were it to be done
over again in the light of aecquired experience. Then, the conditions
of no two localities as to transportation, distribution and handling
can be quite alike, and these figure largely in the element of cost.
While, therefore, I may safely claim to be able to speak with au-
thority as to the best processes of preparation, bottling, ete., .I
should hesitate to give an opinion as to the number of bottles that
could be filled for a given expenditure. ©Some practical details will
be found embodied in a little pamphlet which I am having printed and
of whiech I shall send you a copy, but I know of no absolute standard
by whieh the cost of such a work can be ascertained in advance.

The faet is that mueh good can be done by a very simple plant

and by the most modest expenditure. A more or less elaborate equip-

ment is, of course, necessary for doing the work on a large scaie,




L

but it is, perhaps, better that this should be a growth from tenta-
tive efforts confined within a limited area than that it should be
adopted at the start. Any person of moderate intelligence can become
thoroughly familiar with the methods and processes of my Sterilized
Milk Laboratory in less than a week, and can readily apply the knowl=-
edge thus acquired to the duplication of its work on any scale that
may be attempted. I shall be glad to give any such person, duly
aceredited to me by some responsible authority, free access to every
department of my now completed system of preparationjand distribu-
tion, and all possible data needed to guide him in adapting the work
to different conditions. I know of no other way in which a satis-

factory trial. of its benefits can be secured than by such personal

investigation and preparation as I have indicated. Should there be

a desire to make such a trial in the municeipality of whieh you are
the head, I beg that you will consider all I am able to show of the
practical working of the system entirely at the service of any one
whom you may be pleased to designate. I am so deeply impressed with
the benefit whiech work of this kind is fitted to confer on humanity,
that my freedom in addressing you on the subject may be held not to .
require apology.

I have the honor to be,

Yours respectfully,

Pamphlet enclosed.




SIXTH AVENUE,
NATHAN STRAUS,
37 TO 14 % STREET

NEw YORK. Deesd8 th, 1696

Hone Williem L. Strong,

Mayor ,
City of New York.

I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your recent favor and beg to say that

the suggestion of Mrd. H. P. Hubbard, ee enclosed,

will receive proper attention. Before receive-

ing it I had determined to attempt some more
ornamental structure for the milk depot ih the
City Hell Park.

With great respect,

Yours very truly,
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Setennber 16, ,,//fgL

Benjamin L. Burrows, Esqe,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
0ity Hall, New York Clty,
Dear Sir:-
Yours of September 13th enclosing complaint of
John E. TWeville in respect to overflowing cesspool on premises
of Francis Conlon, southeast coener of Tremont and Franklin
Avenues, is received, and herewith please find copy of com-
munication this day mailed to the complaiiant. as requested.
P ,

A
Very reﬂnectfullyy{ 3 = //f

7
5 4 ’
l/ /477 ""!/W/ 74 /
 /AAs /41 q

< 1/ 1

Afting Chief CI
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W, John ., Meville,
1923 Franklin Avenue,
Hew York City,
Dagr Sirte
Your commmicatiocn of Septembor 12th to 'ils Honmor, the
liayor, in respect to overflowing eesspocl on the premias of Francls
conlon, southeast corner of Tremont snd Franklin Avenues, has been
rofetred to thiaz Department to amswer, In reply I respectfully
inform you that there have beem but ¢t wo complaints entered In this
Department agalinst the above named premises. On MYay 10, 1297, a
conplaint was lodged with our Complaint Clerk, the result of which
wes an inspection and report, of which the following is a eCpyi-
*Cosspool ic full and is defoctive. Thore is a leakage’
of filthy matter therefrom on to adjoinipgg premiscs, which
is offensive. Wasts pipes of lst floor sink and laundry
trays in dwelling discharge upon cellar botiom, the water
running thenco into a drain which was constructed for the
purpose of draining the csllar. Cellar botiou is remndored
f1lthy and offensive.
I recoumend that cesspool be dicinfected, emptied
and dlaaned and made water tight; that the waste pipes of
1st floor sink and laundry trays in dwelliunghouse be mulle
to discharge into gesspool by proper pipes with lead calk-
ed ‘J"glz:ts, and that collar bottom be cleamed and disin-
factad,
On May 17, 1897, the following order was issued:-
»That the cesspool be disinfected, omptlied, cloaned

and made water-tight; that the wapte pipes of the lst floor




2= J, H, Yeville, September 16, 1607,

sink and laundry trays in the dwelling house be made to

discharge into the cesspool by proper pipe with pead

calked joints; that the ¢ellar bottom be thoroughly

¢loaned and disinfected,"

On May 24, 1897, the ownor of promisea, ir, Francia Conlon,
reported that the order had been couplied with exeopt to have the
waste wator from a small frame house discharge into a new oess=
pool that he built for a new flat hemwse adjoining, ad nade ap-
plication te have that portion of the order reseinded, stating
that theo streot was soon to be widaned at the poiat mentioned
and the premises removod. The application was granted June 15,
1897, On June 2, 10687, the seoond and last communication from you
was regeived, couplaining that "the nuisance had not peb heen
abated,® On Jupme 11, 1897, another inspeg¢tion of the premi cos was
made and the faets as stated by the ownor found to be true. The
following s a copy of the report of inspeotion made by Sanitary
Inaspector lurd, after your communigation to His Homor, the Mayoris

"I have the honor to report that this day(September 15)1

inspectod the premises on Tremont Ave. 3.7.Cor . .Frapklin Ave,

This duilding was sold at publi¢ action about two weeks ago,

aud will be romoved in about a week, to mnke room for the

wideuning of Franklin Ave,

The hotel adjoining which will stand on the corner when
the avenue is opened, has a cesspool &m the vear yard(there
being no sower In the avenue)y this cosspool was not overe
flowing wt the time of my visit,

Tho conmplainant was with me and saw that the ground
about the cosspool was quite dry, The ownor of the hotol
informed. :2¢ thnt he had had tho gegapool c¢leancd about twiae
s month for a unuwmber of months.®

Very rospoctfully,
(Ssigned )Eugene W. Scheffer,

Loting Chi®f Clerk,
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Charles F. Roberts, M. D.,
Sanitary Superintendent.
Sir:=-
I have the honor to report that on the 10th day of September,
1897, John Hunt, Scavenger, of Kingsbridge Road gnd Decatur Avenue,
was arrested for violating Section 8%, of the Sanitary Code, viz;
dumping night soil on the ground at Classom's Point Road.
Be was convicted and fined fifty dollars($50.00) in the Court
of Special Sessions, on October 15, 1E97.
I would, therefore, recommend that the Mayor be requested to
revoke his license.
Respectfully,
(8igned) Alfred Iucas,

Chief Sanitar:’ Inspector;

ENDORSEMENT .
SANITARY BUREAU
,New York, October 19, 1897.
Approved and respectfully forwarded to the Board.
(Signed)Chas . F. Roberts, M.D.,

Sanitary Buperintendent,

/

A TRUE COPY

Secretary mo tem.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT CITY OF NEW YORK.

L39. Avenue . A« - =

70 THE BOARD OF HEALTH:

Patrick F. Ibyle,. ... , holding the position of a.San..PolieeInspector in
the HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, do revort; That on the.. 28%h day
0f s September89.7, I personally examined and carefully I nspected the premises situated
139... . . Avenue A,

and found the facts as follows: Swid premiises consist of a

of which.....Charles Necker, of ... premises is. QWner, ...

and in violtwtion of Section of the Sanitary Code, were found in a condition danderows

to life and detrimental to health, for the following reasons, viz.:

Could not find complainant, no such person living on premises.

Inspected and found smokehou se in operation and no smoke or odors

escaping. Owner has Permit No., 7698, issued April 4, 1894. 1

could find no cause for complaint.

(8igned) John H. Phillips,
Patrick F. Dovle,

A TRUE COPY, 5/%/2, M_/Sﬂnitary_wholicﬂ Inspector. 8 .

Secretary pro te




No.

| SANITARY BUREAU.
Complaint and Repory = = o 159

Respectfully referred to Chief Sanitary

On..1%9 Avenue. A Inspector for inspection and report.
Cuas. F. Roserts, M. D.,

Sanitary Superintendent.

Filed
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT CITY OF NEW- YORK.

Gomplaint and Report of Inspection in reference to premises 139 Avenue A.

TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH:

I, ............... Patrick F. Doyle, .. . . . .. , holding the position of a.S8N.P011¢8 Inspector in

Avenue A,

and found the facts as follows: Said premises consist of a smokehouse and butcher shop

of which..Charles Necker, of..premises is owymer. ... ..

and in violation of Section of the Sanitary Code, were found in a condition danderous

to life and detrimental to health, for the following reasons, viz.:

Could not find complainant. I inspected premises complained of
and found smokehouse in operation and no smoke or odors escaping.
Premises clean and in good sanitary condition. Saw the housekeeper,
who informed me there is no person named H. Harris living in either
house and that she never heard of such a person. None of the ten-.
ants complain. Mr. Necker has a permit to use smokehouse dated
April 4, 1894, Its number is 7698. No fat is rendered on premises.

I found no cause for complaint.

‘A TRUE COPY, IR A e (Signed).Patrick F. DOoyley
/%é/ﬂ/ M Sanitary Police Inspector.




s SANITARY BUREAU.
Complaint and Report e ok 189

Respectfully referred to Chief Sanitary

On 139 Avenue A Inspector for inspection and report.
Cuas. F. Roserts, M. D.,

Filed - Sanitary Swuperintendent.
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To the Chief Inspector.,

Sir:-
I have the honor to report that I have made am inspec-

tion at the premises No., 139 Avenue A, and found the faects as
follows :~

On the third floor of the front house lives a Mrs. Uhl; next
to her on the same floor Mrs. Hardy dwells; on the same floor, rear
house, live: Mrs., Keifer and Mrs. Reitler. Neither of these parties
have any complaint te make o f smoke er odor from bucther shop.

Besides these, I saw nearly all the other temants in these two
houses at 139 Avenue A. They all denied having made a complaint
or wish to make a complaint now, with the exception of the wife of
the cigar dealer on the store fleoor, who claims that she noticed odors
and smoke coming through the floor of the store, but positively de-
nied baving male a complaint. I saw no smoke coming from the smoke--
house of the butcher, which was in operation at the time, nor did
I notice any other edor than the one naturally connected with a
butcher shop and sausage making.

Re spectfully submitted,
(8igned) Herman Betz,
Inspector.

A TRUE COPY,

Secretary pro tem.
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B. L. Burrows, Esq.,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,

New York City

Dear Sir:-

In reply to yours of October 1llth I enclcse copies
of reports of inspections made of premises 139 Avenue A, con-
cerning which a complaint was made by one Harris, who could not
be found at the address given,

Very respectfully, L//’

™ N

/",‘) /’,;‘ ""', LA 217 2,5

& ) e {1 A au i
|

-

Secretary pro t em,

BEnclosures.
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B, L., Burrows, Esq.,

Secretary, Office of the Mayor,

City Hall, New York City.

Dear Sir:-
’ Bhclosed please find copy of communication
this day forwarded to Frgneis W, Aymar, Esq., of No.
1056 West Sixty-saecond Street, concerning alleged nolses
in that vieinity.

Very respectfully,

V L Al
A0

Secretéry pro tem.
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Francis V. Aymar, ESQ.,
105 West Sixty-second Street,
Mew York City,
Dear Sirte
Yours of the 13th inst. to His Honor, the Mayor, in
regpect to the noise of hammers on {ron and stone on Columbus
Avenue in the vieinity of Sixty-second Street has been referred
to this Departmant for inspection and report, and the Inspector
reports as followgi= :
wat time of inspeetion found no cause for complaint.
"The repairs being made to the tracks of Metropolitan
"Praetion Company on Columbus Avenue are now conmpleted
werom Sixty-first Street to Sixty-fourth Street, and will
me completed as far as Pifty-ninth Street by to-morrow
»(gaturday Jnight, October 16. Work is discontinued at
mgleven P. M.".
Very reaspectfully,
(Signed)C. Golderman,

Secretary pro tem.
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.,

At a meeting of the Board of Health of the Health Department,

held October 19, 1897, the following resolution was adopted:=-

S TY AT
F AV Jidl e

That a copy of the report of Chief Inspec-
tor ILmcas in respect to violation of the Sanitary Code
by John Hunt, Scavenger, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, be
forwarded to His Honor, the Mayor, recommending that the

license. of said Jolm Hunt as Scavenger be revoked.

A TRUE COPY,
AU

Secretary mo temn,
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Bon, William l.. Strong,
* ’/7’-\'
Mayor of the Clty of New Yonk.'

As the death-rate of a ¢ity 1s an important indication of

its sanitary condition, I am sure you will be pleased to know
o ’

that the death-rate during the eleven months ending December

1, 1897, is less than for the same period in any year in the
hi story of 'the city. The deaths reported and the death-rate

for the period above mentioned since 1891 are as follows:~

== s o e s ipacipientmrpymers e

Year. Deaths report»d Jan. 1, to Decembér 1.4, Death-rate

— A 5y e el s . Ao i i et b

1891 59,925 > 26 .24

1892 41,113 ' 26 .26

1893 40,959
1894 38,125
1895 40,135
1896 38,803

1897 35,794

Very respectfully,

President .
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