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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY ¢ //’//" /////// Dec. 23, 1910,

PRESIDENT
WILLIAM C. ORMOND

ANTONIO C. ASTARITA Matter of John J. thrph;f, 1737 DeKalb ave. Bkl;m.

THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY

™

Hon, V. J. Gaynor,
Mayor.

In reply to the comrunication signed by your Secretary

enclosing letter of John J.'Hurphy, #1737 DeKaldb avenue, Brook-
lyn relative to assescsment for street opening, as this Boaré has
no Jjurisdiction in the matter of street openings, we have for-
wvarded your letter and enclosure to the Buream of Street Open-
.

ings, lo. 262 Jackson avenue, Long Island City, Queens, for a

Resgpectfully yours, {
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' I might write on this subject directly to the
locdl boards, but as the Borough Presidents who are the
chairmen of the local boards, sit in your Honorable

body, this may be as direct a way as any to talk sbout.
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particularly because an asgessment coming unexpectedly

to a small property owner is frequently a hardship. 1t
will not be so much of a hardship either to the small
or the darge property owner, however, if he knovs

sbhout the business in advance.




dealt with; when, as a matter of fact, the displaey of
g little civic interest in thelr own immediate local-
ity at the ouvtset would invite the attention cof the

-

public officials to their specific needs and then they*
would not have to waste Pﬂﬁhimﬁhthiﬂ time on objec-
tions afterwarde.
Therefore it is perhaps not out of place here

to say to your Honorahle Board, the members of which
comprise local boards of public improvements in the

arious boroughs, it wouldé be well to encourage, as
much as possible, the appearance or representation of
s subgtantial number of property owners in the first
place before the local boards when the latter proeeed
to consider assessable improvements. Objections to
the necessgity of this or that improvement, plans and
other details thereof might thus be discussed with
better satisfaction to the property owner, thah by
wvaiting for a hearing before the Board of Assessors
after the work is done., After an improvement is
accepted from the contractor by the City .and the Gon-
tract price---rather the last installment of the con-
tract price is paid, it is then rather late to say
that the improvement is not necessary or that it is

too costly. I take advantage of this opportunity to

address myself through your Honorable Board fto prop-

erty owners generally and to the small property ovwner




I\L]I»IO“”TDU” FOR MAYOR'S MESSAGE
FROM THE BOARD OF ASS Lo O;\b
CONSISTING OF 600 "ORDS.
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BOARDY OF ASSESSORS.

" Section 943 of the Char$er requires the Board

of Assescors to make all assessments, other than those
required to be confirmed by a court of record, for
local improvements.

The apportionment of assessments is made on the
theory of benefit and at the same time muigst be made as
equitably as possible. SEmall and large property ow-

ners are affected relatively alike. Yet, I am informed

”~

that it is a very common thing for citizens to mani-
fest their first knowledge of & public improvement

only, when it is about time to pay back to the City

the money it has advanced for such improvement. Som
property owners, I find, only get busy with objections
to assescsments after they receive their bills from the
Finance Department. They then proceed %o write letters

trying to find out how everythéng happened, and at

the same time endeavor to show that they are unfeirly
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY,
PRESIDENT

WILLIAM C. ORMOND
ANTONIO C. ASTARITA

THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY . //’//" //////, October 31, 1913,

PRESIDENT
WILLIAM C. ORMOND

ANTONIO C. ASTARITA

THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY

Hon. Ardolf Kline, M a y o r ,
Chairman, Board of Xstimate and
Apportionment, City of New York.

S 1 »r:

The Board of Assessors respectfully asks for the following
transfers, affecting its contingency accounts; same being within the
appropriations for the currant year:

$32.55 from code number 2038 (Office Equipment) to code
number 2043 (General Plant Service).

$43.12 from code number 2038 (0ffice Equipmeat to code
number 2037 (0ffice Supplies.

The first mentioned transfer is needed to pay for the supply
of ice during the currant year while the second is for the purchase of
large stamped envelopes for use in this office.

If thése transfers arc made there will 8till be an unexpended

balance in account number 2038 of $48.83 which will be turned into the
3inking Fund.

Yours respectfully
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY ' //’//" //// September 12,1913,
PRESIDENT
WILLIAM C. ORMOND
ANTONIO C. ASTARITA
THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY
............ Y
- [ |- D '—1‘1
(/\ v E‘\G/«‘\ K
g T '\J
‘ \::r-\ Sigat
Hon., Adolph L. Kline, Mayor, { .0 Str 101919 ;
& <5 - / A
City of lNlew York. « K &4
,t-“‘ \‘,:"j/' U —,’Q) C“Q :,"”"
Dear Sir: ", AYOR'S ™ o

444222 000N

On behif of the Board of Assessors I beg to say that it
is at your serviée for any suggestion or advice that you deem
proper to offer.

I beg to add that the members of this board were appoint-
ed by the late lMayor W.J.Gaynor whose untimely death the whole
community mourns.

I beg to further add that the work of this office is
proceeding without interruption to the interests of the public on

the lines laid down by Mayor Gaynor.

Yours truly

(// E / l—c‘ ’;( ] l- ‘: .; /v
1/ J - . g ' s

\/ President.
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY e e WLV - Sept. kg 1910,
PRESIDENT
WILLIAM C. ORMOND -
“ . “r - >
ANTONIO C. ASTARITA New York avenue, bk,

THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY

which might be a little high, but not so high as to Justify any
reduction of the assessment by the Board of Assessors. The as-
segsment all around was affected by the damages for change of
grade, which damages had of course to be included in the total
asgessment. It is respectfully submitted that Mr. Zimmermann
has no reasonable ground of complaint in thies matter. There is

nothing to show in his letter that any of the persons who gave

him estimates, submitted bids when the contract was under con-
gideration, and wsxwhoveximitiexkei their estimates were made
after and not before the work was done.

Referring to paragraph three of lir, Zimmermann's let-

ter, I would respectfully refer you to the Bureau of Street

Openings.
Respectfully, &\
ﬁfﬁ; /4)\
L X RS ;
Secretary, X T 00
' \
7 enclosures: ‘/
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY - E /// //// Sept. 2, 1910,

PRESIDENT

WILLIAM C. ORMOND
ANTONIO C. ASTARITA

2 % 4 v 1 " ™
—n New York avenue, Bk.
S J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY

The contract for this work was let to the lowest bid-

der by the ‘resident of the Borough of Brooklvn. at the followin
g t o Ay &£

prices;
Sidewalks & $0.15 per sq.ft.
Curb stone ¢ 10909 * Xia. It
Lxecavation & 40 cCu.yd.
Imbankment & 2l * ol

The total cost of the work was 110,399.74, to which awards for

damages caused by change of grade, under section 946 of the

’

Charter, amounting to [ 3,250. were addeéd. The expensges in con-

nection with the contract are as follows:

Engineering £ 89.06
surveying 291,68
Inspection 560,00
Interest _426.05 +1,266.7

Total cost of the improvement to be rsised by assessment
£14,916.53,

This matter was advertised April 28, 191C giving notice
cf the completion of the assessment to property owvners and invit-
ing objections thereto, if any. Mo objection wes received from
Mr. Zimmermann. In fact no objection was received from any one
end the assessment was confirmed June 7th, last. The estimates
subm@tted by Mr. Zimmermann prove nothing. Only one of them

specifieally mentions "stone curb", and fixes the price at 7bets

The price to the city in the instance in question was {1.00,
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JOSEPH P. HENNESSY e /////,' /////‘, Sept. 2, 1910.

PRESIDENT
WILLIAM C. ORMOND

ANTONIO C. ASTARITA In matter of New York ave. Bkl:rn.

THOMAS J. DRENNAN
SECRETARY

Hon. John Purroy Mitchel,

Acting Mayor City of New York.

Replying to your letter of August 30th, enclosing a
commnication from Mr., L. Zirmermann, to which were attached
tvo assessment bills and three estimates, all of which are

returned herewith, I beg to report as follows:

Mr, Zimmermann is the owner of lot 1 in block 4797
with a frontage of 200 feet on New York avenué, running from
Midwood street to Maple street. The Assessment to which he
refers in the fourth paragraph of his letter is for the regu-
lating, grading, curbing and flagging of New York avenue from
Clarkson to Malbone streets, for which improvement he is as-
segsed for a line charge to the extent of hics frontage, viz
200 feet, at a rate of {2.388 per foot, amounting to $477.63.
The property on all of the ‘intersecting streets is assessed for
general benefit to the exteht of one-half the block at the rate
of 2b6cte. a foot--he being assessed for 275 feet on each gide
of the intersecting streets, namely, Maple and Midwood streets,
which equals 550 feet at 25cts. making the totel of his assess—
ment as stated in his letter %615.13.
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