
t I 

~~!iJ~~~ 
~AUn/ cffdr~//;&~ 

William L. Strong, 

Mayor of New York City. 

Mr. Sti•ong: --

Since our Bridge meeting the other day, I hr.ve th0ught 

Nt'lw York approach to the Rd.clgA, L'!speci.nlly the one 

favored b!' .the maj orit!' of the Cor,,mission ana our chj_E'!f engineer, and I 

am on}~, confi1•r.1.~d in the conclusion that it v,onlcl not be wisdom in the 

present state of the finances of the united citi8s, to put upon them the 

additional burden of widening Delancey street to the Rmrnr1' and Clint<)n 

street to East Broadway, so as to make proper apprc)aclws to. the ap111·uach 

proper of the Bride;a. 

Such approaches, aft es• the requi1·e('l larn 1. had b -~f,n condemnc>d, 

would cost ov~r seven million dollars, when the re-paving and everything 

is counted in. The following figures are what I bnee m1' calculations c,n; 

and when condemnation proceedings are over and. everythtng pf.I.id f c,r, yon 

will find that I :=Jm not man)' thc•uaands out of the Wa!': 

Increasec1 land for approach, up Delance!' str(➔ £>t to tho BQwerr 

from Clinton street; 

80 lots with improveme11ts ?.t $50,000 each,- - $4,000,000 

Approach from Delancer street to Rast Broadway 

on the line of Clinton st.reet; 

50 lots with improve·ments e.t $45,000 each,- - ?,500,000 

Repaving, reaewe.ring, ~nd rft-ci.djust ing St H., 750,00,0 
$7,250,000 
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As I said at tha r.1eet i ne;, I think it would be onl~• cormnon sense 

on our part in planning this approach, to so pl:>n it. that thP, City in the 

future could build a hichway from the end of the Rridge, say w}wra we 

turn up at Pitt street, and run north or w~st frc,m t.his point. The pre­

sent natural outlet at the New York end is at GJ'and and Pitt streets. 

There is no engineel'ing difficulty in rega.r-d to t.ratns rnakine; the curve, 

as the curve from Gnmd street t. o r,elancey c~n be mu1e c1 ver·J' easr one, 

and a train could run arount it at the rat~ of fort.y 1"\'\iles an hour. 

Further, it does not seem to me, as a tax-payer, thet it comrs 

within our province to open thoroughfa.r1-;s simply for the a~ciornmode.tion 

of railroads, as no doubt would be the case, tf this ware done. This 

straight line of approach, if the Ul~man people were consulted, w0u1a no 

doubt be just the line that w·ould suit t.her., bP-st to get thej_r original 

scheme through for· across town. 

You probably are not aware aa I am ( a.nr1 I sa!' this in all 

friendliness to you, and as one of ~,our mo st ardent admirers) that there 

is a g.reat deal of grumbling among tax-pa~rers in ~aw York to-da~, ovor the 

increased expendi t. urea in various departments unc1er your admini at-rat ion, 

which will ver!' seriously he.ndicap ua in the next municipal election. 

Ta1JJI1any Hall will make good use of these addi tj_on~l expenditures in car.,­

paign log•ic. The facts are the.re- to show increased appropriations; and 

when people have to go down deeper into their pockets to p?~' their taxes, 

the e.dvantages of clean strebts are likely to be forgotten. 
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You will f inn that these figure~ are not far out of the l'ay; 

and I would urge you as a sincere friend to carefully consider the in­

creased cost to tha City of this straight apri•oach befo.r-e it is too 

late. 

Very sincerely yours, 



W. F. DAY, PRESIDENT. GEO. W. SPRINGER, TREASURER. L. W, HOW, M. D., SECRETARY. 

OTTO MOLLENHAUER, lsT VICE-PRES . 
.. ~ 

.. 

FRANCIS SHACKELL, !JND VICE-PRES. WM. GERMAIN, FIN. SEC'Y. 

W-ILLIAMSBRIDGE IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE, 

NEW YORK CITY, March 5th, 1897. 

Hon. William Strong, 

Mayor of the City of New York. 

Dear Sir: 

At a meeting of the Williamshridge Improvement Lear;ue, an 

Or:?.;anization composed of taxpayers or WilliamshridGe, held March 2nd, 1897 

the following resolution was passed and its Secretary directed to 

forward a copy to your Honor. 

Hoping that this matter will receive your favorable considera-

tion, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

~~~, 
Secretary. 



WHEREAS the Hon. Douglas Mathewson has introduced into the 

legislature, a Bill providing for a bridge across the Bronx River 

between Williamsbridge and Woodlawn:-

RESOLVED by the Wil 1 i ams hr inge Improvernen t Le ague, that it 

hereby earnestly endorse this measure, the need of the bridge between 

these points huvii.ug.1: become a matter of urgent public necessity in view 

of opening of Webster Avenue between Williamsbridge and Woodlawn, which 

work is now in active progress. 

This Association would point to the fact, that such proposed 

bridge would be about the centre of population of the Williamsbridge 

district, that there is at present no highway leading into that important 

main thoroughfare, Webster Avenue, between the Gun Hill Road at 

Williamsbridge and Nineteenth Avenue,Woodlawn, a distance of over one and 

a half miles, along a territroy on the Easterly side thereof, densely 

populated for a surburban district. 

'R'HR'l1i:-TH!R RR~nT,Vli'.D that a copy or these resolutions be forwarded 

by the Secretary to his Hon. the Mayor. 

FURTHER RESOT.JVED that a r.ommi ttee or three or this Association 

be formed, consisting of Messrs 6.lex. U. Mayer, C. Adee and Otto Mol­

lenhaner to represent this Association in the matter, and to take su0h 

action in the matter as to said ·committee may seem expedient, in line 

with the foregoing resolutions, and to report at the next meeting. 



SUBJECT: Bridge over Harlem River at 156th Street, Hew York. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 

WASHINGTON, D, C., 

April 1, 1897. 

Sir: 

In connection with my telegram to you of this date, re­

questing that you withhold your approval of the recent act ot 

the Hew York legislature.in reference to the bridge across the 

Harlem River at 156th Street, until I could communicate all 

the circumstances in relation to the matter, I now have the 

honor to advise you that on September 7, 1891, plans and spe­

cifications for a bridge at 155th Street and KcComb's Dam 

Road,to be constructed by virtue of an·act of the legislature, 

were approved by the War Department as required by law. 

On June 14, 1892, the President of the Board of Public 

Yorks of New York City urged the early approval of plans for 

the erection of a temporary bridge over the Harlem River at 

156th Street. In reporting upon this request, the Acting 

Judge Advocate General remarked that the law authorizing the 

construction of the bridge at 155th Street contained no pro­

vision as to the construction of a temporary bridge, and he 

was unable to find any State authority for its construction. 

The Chief of Engineers recommended that the desired authority 

be granted by revocable license in view of the tact that it 

was necessary to accommodate local traffic during the building 

ot the permanent bridge. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Chief ot 



• • 

2 

Engineers, a license, revocable at will by the Secretary ot 

War, was granted on July 5, 1892, to the Commissioner• ot 

Public Parks or New York to erect and maintain a temporary 

bridge at 156th Street subject to the following conditions: 

1. "That unless sooner revoked this license shall 
expire upon the completion of the bridge at 155th Street, 
and not later than three ye~rs from the data of approval 
of the plans and specifications for the said bridge by 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of the city ot 
New York . 

2. That the temporary bridge authorized to be con­
structed by this license shall be removed by the Commia­
sionArs of Public Parka of the city ot New York upon the 
revocation of this license or if this license shall not 
be revoked, then upon its expiration at the time or the 
completion of the bridge at 155th Street, and not later 

• than three years from the date ot approval of the plans 
for said bridge at 155th Street by the Board of Rstimate,&c. 

3. That any sum which may have to bi, expended attar 
revocation of this license, in putting any premises or 
property, hereby authorized to be occupied or used, in 
as good condition :tor use by the United Stat es as it ia 
at this date shall be repaid by said Commissioners of 
Public Parks of the (.:i ty of New York on demand.• 

This license was duly accepted on July 1, 1892, by the 

President of the Department of Public Works, subject to ita 

terms, provisions and conditions. 

From the above facts it will be seen that the action ot 

the Department in authorizing the construction of a tempora17 

bridge was for the sole purpose of providing for local traffic 

pending the completion or the permanent bridge, and as the 

continuance of the temporary structure would seriously affect 

navigation interests, I b~g to urge that you withhold your 

approval of the above-mentioned act . 

Hon. Wm. L. Strong, 
Mayor, 

New York, N. Y. 

Very r c4 
Secretar 



. . , 

Lt. Col. William Ludlow, 
Corps of Engineers, U. s. A • 

.ENGIN!RR O]'Ji'J CE U. S. ARMY, 
Room F 7, Army Building, 39 Whitehall Street. 

N_gw YORK, N. Y • 

Copy. 

May 6t,h, 1895. 

The President of the 
Department of Public Parks, 

49 Chambers Stre111t, New York City. 

Sir:-

As the permanent bridge across the Harlem River 

at 15.5th Street, built under plans approved by the Secre­

, t ary of War September 7, 1891, has been completed., and 

is now open to the public, 1 he.ve the honor to request 

that the temporary bridge, located about 200 fe8t to the 

northward or the new bridge, be removed as early as prac­

ticable. 

Very re sp ect tull y, 

(Signed) G. L. Gillespie, 
Li•ut. Col. Corps or lngineers. 
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Lt. Col. Williarn Ludlow, 
Corps of Knginears, u. s. A • 

.P'.NGINE'JJ:R OFFIC.E, u. S. ARMY, 
Room F 7, Army Building, 39 Whitehall Street, 

N~W YORK, N. Y. 

Copy. 
May 10th, 1895. 

Mr. D. H. King, Jr., 
President, ne ·artment of Public Parks, 

The Arsenal, Central Park, New York City. 

Sir:-

Reterring to your favor of the 8th instant, on the 

subject of the temporary bridge at 155th Street, I have 

the honor to say that beto re this bridge oan be utilized 

at another point in the Harlem River, the natter must be 

ret"erred to the Secretary ot l'ar according to law, and 

hie appro•al obtained the re:for. 

Very re ape at ru11 y, 

(Signed) G. L. Gillespie, 
Li~ut. Col., Corps ot Bngine•rs. 
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Copy. \ 

Bridges. 
Subject: Temporary Bridge at 156th St. 

Lt. Col. William Ludlow, 
Corps of' .Engineers, U. s. A. 

EN GI NE.ER OFFJ C.R, tT. S. ARMY, 
Room F. 7, Anny Building, 39 Whitehall Street, 

New York, N. Y. 

The President of the 
Department of Public Parks, 

49 Chambe.rs Street, New York City. 

Sir: 

l beg to invite your attention to the enclosed cop­

ies of' letters addressed to you· by Colonel Gillespie, 

recently in charge o:f this offioe, in reference to the 

remov.al of tha temporary bridge situate about 200 f'eet 

northward of the new bridge across the Harlem River at 

159th Street. 

The completion of the new bridge te:rminated the nec­

essity tor the retention o·:r the temporary structure, and 

it becomes my duty to renew the request made by Colonel 

Gillespie, that it be removed as early as practicable. 

Your obeii ent servant, 

{Signed) William Ludlow, 

Lt. Col. Corps of' Engine-srs. 

(2 inolosures.) 
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Copy. 

To 

NO'l'J CE OF REVOCATJ ON 0~1 LICENSE. 

The Commissioners or Public Parks ot· the City of 
New York. 

TARR NOT1CE THAT -

WHEREAS, The Acting Secretary of War, under date of 

July 5th, 1892, granted the Commissioners of Public Parks 

of the <!ity ot' New York a license, revocable at will by 

the Secretary of.War, to construct and maintain a tempora 

ry bridge over the Harlem River at 156th Street, New York 

City, New York, upon the followin~ provisions and condi­

tions, inter alia: 

1. That unless sooner revoked this license shal 1 expire 

upon the completion o.t' the bridge at 15:Sth Stre '9t and 

Mccombs Dam Road, in said "ity, the plans for which were 

approved by the Secretary of War, September 7, 1891, and 

not later than three years t'ran the date o.t' approval of 

the plans and specirtcations :t'or the said bridge by the 

Board of .Estimate and Apport iorunent of the City of New 

York. 

2. • That the temporary bridge authorized to be con-
_., 

struet8d by this license- shall be removed by the Commis-

sioners of Public Parlts of' the City of New York upon the 

revocation of this license, or if th is license shall not 

be revoked, then upon its expiration at the time o.r the 

completion o:f' the bridge at 155th Street and Mccombs Dam 

Road, and not later than three years·from the date of ap­

p:r•oval of the plans and specirt cations for the said bridge • 
at 155th Street and Mccombs Dam Road by the Board or .Es-
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time. te and Apportionment of' the City ol' N8W York. 

AND WHERF.AS, Said bridge at l5$th Stre~t and McCombs 

Dam Road was completed and opened to the public on May 1, 

1895, but said temporary bridge over Harlem River at 

156th Street, ,rew York City, has not been removed: 

AND WHEREAS, The said tfflnporary bridge is an unreas­

onable obstruct ion to the free navigation or said river 

• I 

(which is one of the aavigable waters of the United States); 

NOW THER<'FORE, I, R. • Alger, Secretary of' War, do 

hereby noti:t'y said Commissioners of Public Parks of· the 

City o:t' New Yorlc to rermve saii temporary bridge within 

ninety days rrom date hereof. 

WITNESS my hand this Seventh day ot' Apri 1 1897 • 

(Signed) R. A. Alger, 

S~oretary of War. 
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means to build it.it, but to grant such charters :tor specuJ.atiTe purpose•:11. 
such as-we haTe-seen in the propose4 Bridges acress the North RiTe~, 

an4 in the abseace or reaponsibl• \acking,make it a pretext for the 
' . . ,. - ~. -- . . - ~ . ,... 

issuanee et an unlimited amount of' seouritie• to be unloaded on the 
. ,... . - -- - -· 

publie,witn, perhaps~ an assured profit to a construction oompany,is 
a11 wrong and I respeotru11y submit-that ·you ahould ·be-well ~satistie4, 

. - -
first, of' the necessity of the structure; seeon~, that its promoters 

are responsible m•~-an~ thir~ that it.is carerully examined by 

the proper iaw-·officers of the 01 ty. and ail possible safeguards against 
abuses imposed:.-- hen then it•becomes a·queation whether the Oit:ies 
should grant any such r1ghta 1ror no priTate corporation can obtain the 
cap1ta1 as cheaply ·as tlie Cities oan and.the cost to the publie for these 
:racilitiea must neeesaarily· be greater under such conditions than: under • 

municipal auspices. 

ill of which is respectfully submitted. 

I 
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I am of the opinion that power exilta in sane public , 

body to regulate the operation of the draw bridge• over the Harl em 

\ RiYer, end that suab power ia vested in the Board of Public Parka 

to be reas <11abl e exercised 

1st-For the great convenience am acconmodation of the very large 

v~1 ume of passe~er and freight traffic using the several bridges, 

and 

~-Such power should be 10.:..•erciaed •• not to disturb the legiti-
, 

mate bu•Jnesa vaff ic by water pue:lng th rough the draw• -
. . 

I therefore off er the following: 

Resolved, That the drawa of Srd Av 8fflle ard of Madia m. 

Avenue Bridg• be opened u uatal for riYer traffic except during 

the houri of 6-80 to 9-80 in the morning ani 5 to 7 in the after-
, 

noon, and that between auoh boure (standard oity time) tte drawa 

be cloaed. 

This re• Q1 ution to ta• et f eot en the morning of August 8th 

and to c crit inue during tla month of Augua t. . 

Thia reeol ution· shall not a:A)ly to the regular transpoi-t,a­

tion boata of the New York and Northern Railway-which •hall. have 

the right of passage thrrugh the drawa as he:reu,fore upon exhibit­

ing the proper s ignal. . 
. . . . ~ 

JI' 
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