July 4th Celebrations

1910-1912
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To Governor Hughes,
Albany, N. Y.

Private - Truegt you will not interfere with parade July Fouygs.
Route all gleared and everything ready. Had letter from '

seneral Roe thig morning about a final aetall. . served temm
on Yatienal GCuard. They are overwhelmingly in favor of takinpg

part in the oatriotic celebration, Ctands nearly up and

everything' nearly complet Con.lnittee reported Lo/ me yes:

ti': L"da'f. . |
p ¢

V. J. Gaynor, Mayor, v
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¢iale can only do what the laws empower them to do.

LNAT the people of this country make their own laws

by the Fepresentatives they send to' the Legislatlaros,

Or else, ay thev often dc, by their own direct vote
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There is no moie dangerous man in tnis free

country than the official who thinks he is better than
the laws, or gan 4o as he likes regardless of the laws.
If this notion should become general, and officials

snouid act arbitrarily throughout the countiry, namely,

outside of the laws, that would be the end of our

free govermment and going back to despotism instead,
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of t'he

theak your Conmittee for the way in
Wh'ich it organized the celebration
0/ Independence Day. There was no
7sart of the city in which the day
was not duly celebrated. ILast year

when we inaugurated the celebration
of the day without the promiscuous
use of fire-axms and explo sives,
much opposition was encountered, as
is generally the case in all changes,
however meritorious. This yearx

there was no opposition, and it is

now a thing established, not only
here, but apparently throughout

the country, that Independence Day
18 to be hereafter celebrated with-

out causi 80 much loss of life

and property. and so many physical
ntifatfonl. ;
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2, William Street,
Hew York City




DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF
THE CITY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

S00 PARK AVENUE

Dear Sir:

may be read at all our school celebrations on
July four?

There will be more than two hundred
of these celebrations., In many cases at least
one thousand persons will be present. Probably
the average attendance will not be less than

five hundred: so that, youjsee, your words of

counsel will be widely disseminated,

Our plan will be, if vou semd me the
letter in time, t¢ have it mimeographed and
sent to each principal to be read as a prominent
feature of the exercises,

I need not say that all connected with
the education department will feel honored and
grateful 1f you will write the letter I request.

Ver rﬁt yours,
ity Super tend.ant of Schools.,

Hon, William J, Gaynor,
Mayor of The City of New York.




Day, 1913:

Our cmtrf is a free country. Our government is
a democraoy. Democracy is the rule of the people by them-
selves. The way this is done is as follows: The people
enaoct their own lawe. These laws presoribe how they shall
be governed: Then the people elect their own officials to
Oarry out or exeoute these laws. If the number of the whole
pecple were small enough, they could meet in one place, in a

big hall or im a field, and enact their laws by their own

votes. But as our numbers are to00 great for thaf, we divide

ourselves up into seotions or distriots, and each distrioct
elects representatives, and all of these representatives meet
in what we call the Legislature, and enact our laws. That
is a representative democracy - If our laws do not. suit us
it is because we do not elect persons who carry out our will
in the Legislature. That is our own fault ; namely, through
ignorance or negligence we elect unfit men. And if we elect
unfit men to office to carry out or execute our laws, that is
in the same way our owmn fault. The only way, therefore, to
have good laws, and good officials to execute them, is by the
mtollizonéo and virtue of the pooﬁloo We therefore spend




{mmense sums to educate the people. The object is to make
them fit to vote. If the people are themselves intelligent
and virtuous, they will vote right, and the result will be
good laws, good officials of all kinds, and good govermment.
But if the people are not intelligent and virtuous, the re-
sult will be the reverese, namely, bad laws, bad officials,
and bad government. Now you see why your parents are paying
large taxes to educate you. If you and the generations who
come after you should lack the necessary intelligence and
virtue, then our form of government must come to ite down-

fall. I hope our common schools will postpone indefinitely
that fatal hour. The downfall of the rulership of the people

: by themselves means a return to despotiem. Under that form
of government which we call despotiem, the ruler does as he
likes without regard to the people. He arrests them, he locks
them up, he takes their lives, he takes their property, %o
suit 1‘1..1fo We must therefore be vigilant of every little
approach of despotism, however little it may be. We must

see to it that those whom we elect to office do not go outside

of the laws, or set themselves up above the laws, and do as

they please.. It always has been the case throughout the
world that the officials who did this did it on the plea that

the laws were not good emough -- that they oould do better than
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the laws prescribed. Beware of all such officials. We do not
want officials who have any lust of power. We want officials
who are very careful about exercising power. We want officials
who are careful to exercise no power except that given t0 them
by the people by their laws. There is no more dangerous man in
a free country, in a democracy, than an official who thinks he

is better than the laws. The good man in office should be

most careful not to set a bad example or precedent for hia'bad
successor, for the bad successor will come along sooner or later.

On every recurring Independence Day we should serious-

ly consider these things, and consecrate ourselves anew, even
\

upon our knees, to God's will, in the full conviction that His

will is that the people shall by their ever growing intelligence

and virtue continue to rule themselves, better and better , Yyear

after year, forever.

Sincerely yours,

"
/ | >
/ _Jf""
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