NP 220, ROURAH AVBNUS;,

S.W.CORNER 187% ST,,

® &) :,”J D}
STEvEsON CONTABLE, ., , / D) ,
(U SureRINTENOENT, N Yrk; sevte 2088, s pR
: =

Hon, William L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to ‘acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 20th inst. requesting report on premises located at
#291-93 Bowery, known as the Germania Assembly Rooms, application hav=-
ing been hade for permission to give vocal and instrumental concerts,

The matter will be given immediate attention and report sent

to you as soon as possible.

Yours respectfully,

T

Sup't. of B'ldgs.
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Hon, William L. 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear S8ir:-

Referring to your letter of the 20th inst, requesting
report as to the suitability of premises 291-93 Bowery to give vocal
and instrumental concerts, would say it will be necessary before any
action can be taken by this Department to definitely ascertain which
portion of the sald building they intend to use for this purpose,
as 1f the third floor is to be used various changes would have to be
made before it could be allowed.

This matter must therefore be delayed until the above in-
format lon is received from the applicant for the license to whom a
letter has beeni written by me.

Yours respectfully,

; « s
“ /é@?'fﬁ/a K e

(Dic.8.C.) Sup't of B'ldgs.
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Hon., William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
muniecatien of the 23rd inst. requesting report on premises #165-67
Bowery, and known as Miner's Bowery Theatre, app}ioation havingrbeen
made fo change thelieense from a coneert to a theatriecal license,

The matter will be given immediate attentiom and report sent
you as soon as possible,

Yours respeetfully,

s
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B. L. Burrows, Esq.,
Secretary to the Mayor of the
City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In confirmation of answer to your telephone this morning
in re of granting license for the Harlem Music Hall, would say that
report yefora me indicates that certain stairs, fire appliances and
other details in said building are not at present completed. Therefore
I cannot certify that license can be granted as the improvement on some
of this work is such that if not done at the time of opening, in case
of fire, a panic or serious accident might result.

Yours respectfully,

oy
A vty o KGO 7 5
Dict.8.C. Sup't of B'ldgs.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

; In confirmation of telephone message to Mr. B. L. Burroughs,
Secretary, in re of Harlem Music Hall, would say, license for same can
be granted, as their representative when here this morning, and report
shows that: The curtain is now in place, exits properly marked and
arranged, fire apparatus to be in the building complete on Monday,
unfinished treads to stairs to be put in immediately, temporary treads
to be placed whereever others are not in place; border and foot-light
guards will be in place Monday, and fire-proofing of doors to dréssing
rooms will be completed at once. On theée conditions license can be
granted, and an inspector will visit the building on Monday morning.

Respectfully,

e, 5.0,
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In answer to your favor of Sept. 26th, in re Alt. #351/97,

referring to property on the Northeast Cor. of Lexington Avenue and 72nd

Street,complaint of Mr. James M. Macgregor, would say relative to same
as follows: That the Board of Examiners of this Department have claimed
for years that under the law they had power to grant any rights and
privileges as conveyed by said application, and that said Board acted in
this matter after careful consideration.

Unless Mr. Macgregor can prove that their action was illegal
I cannot see how this Department, or the Superintendent of the Department
has violated the law. Such permission has been granted in numerous
other cases in the past, and as I have stated to Mr. Macgregor this De-
partment will be pleased to answer any questions he may see fit to put
to it, J}_respond to any legal steps that he may find necessary to take,
and you may rest assureé that as long as I hold the position of Superin-
tendent of Buildings that I will carry out my duties honestly and fairly,
giving reasonable and careful consideratiom to each and every case brought

before me,before taking action in same.

Yours respectfully,

( %/széfw/ 7

(Diec.S.C.) Sup't. of B'ldgs.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:--
Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations
of this Department for the week ending September 26th, 1897.

Respectfully,

uﬁgfff— ndent of‘Buildingéf

Dic._'.HICI
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS POR THE WEEK ENDING SEPT. 25th, 1897.

Plans filed for New Buildings « Maim Office
Estimated Cost $988,000.00
Plans filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $330,560.00
filed for Alterations -« Main Office
“Estimated Cost $42,150.00
filed for Alterations « Bramnch Office ,
Estimated Cost $8,365.00
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Bulildings notices 1ssuéd
FPire escape . »
Violation . S
Unsafe Buildings Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation ” » "
Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the department
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Hon., William L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York(

Dear Siri-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication of the 28th inst. requesting report on premises #3 Spring

Street, application having been made for permission to give vocal and

instrumental concerts and a Marionette exhibition.

The matter will be given immediate attention and report

sent you as soon as possible.

Yours fespectfully,

Sup't. of B'ldgs.
(Dic.8.C,)
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B.L, Burrews, Esq.,
Secretary, Mayor's Office.
Dear Sir:-

I herewith acknowledge receipt of yours of the 28th inst.,
enclos ing communication from‘I. Mikkelson, 184th Street and Amsterdam
Avenue, and would state that I have received several complaints from
him in regard to this matter, and have written him to the effect that

these frame structures were fitted up for temporary use only,for the

Speedway laborers, and in accordance with application #1525/97 filed in

this Department,- a copy of which letter is herewith enclosed.

Yours respectfully,

(% Lvyedot k///?/ f/ ;

Sup't, of B'ldgs.-




New York, Sept. 30th, 1897,

Mr, I. Mikkelson,
184th St. & Amsterdam Ave.,
New York,

Dear Sir:-

Replying to your letter of the 25th inst., to his Honor

the Mayor, complaining of premises between Amsterdam Ave. and New Speed -~
way, on 185th Street, would say these frame structures were fitted up
for temporary use only, ror the Speedway laberers, and in accordance
with application #1525/97 filed in this Department.
Yours truly,
(SIGNED) STEVENSON CONSTABLE,
Sup't. of B'ldgs.
(Dic.R.0'B.)
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Hon., William I. Strong, Q

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-

In answer to your letter of the 20th inst, requesting report
in re the granting of license to give vocal and instrumental concerts,
at 291-3 Bowery , known as Germanis Assembly Rooms, would say that
examirmdtion now shows that said license could be granted, with the
understanding that such matters as stdll remain unfinished be com-
pleted at once.

This in confirmation of telephone message of even date.

Yours respectfully,

(Dic.R.0'B.)

o

Pn So"
License should apply to first floor front only
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Hom, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Beay Sir:-

In answer to your letter of the 29th ult., preyjously
acknowledged, examination of 3 Spring Street would show that the work
dene in the said place is contrary to alterations approved by this
Department. The alsles are entirely too narrow as means of exit, angd
the inflammable material arrangedon and about the stage is all contrary
to what was agreed upon with this Department.

Therefore, until the above is correeted, no license should
be granted.

Yours respeetfully,

-y

(Die. 8.C.) Sup't of B'ldgs.
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Hon., William L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New fbgk.

Dear Sir:-

Enclosed you will find letter addressed to you but enclosed
in an envelope addressed to me, which was opened, and in answer thereto
would say the matter will be immediately attemtied to. |

Yours respectfully,

(Dic.R.,0'B,)
(Enec)
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:--

Herewith please find synopsis of the operations of

this Department for the week ending October 2nd, 1897.

Respectfully,

£y

o A

Superintendent of Buildings.
Dic. W.H.C.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCT. 2nd, 1887,

Plans filed for new buildings = Main Office
Estimated Cost $779,000,
Plans filed for new buildinga = Branch Office
Estimated Cost $139450.
Plans filed for alterations - Main Office
; Estimated Cost $43,725.
Plans filed for alterations -« Branch Office
Estimated Cost $27,000,
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building notices issued
Fire escape " o
Violatqu " "
Pire escape cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation " i \: "
Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department
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Hon., Wm. L. 8trong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I beg to acknowledge reeceipt of yours of the é6th inst. enclos-
ing complaint of I, Mikkelson, and would state this matter is at present
being investigated by me, and when reports are turned in I will further
communicate with your offiece and with Mr. I. Mikkelson in regard to this

matter,

Yours respectfully,

Sup't.lof B'ldgs.
(Dic,R,0'B,)
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Hen, Wm, L. Strong,
Mayer of the City ef New York.
Dear Sir:-
Herewith please find an abstract ef the operatiens of this

Department for the week ending Oct. 9th, 1897.

Respectfully,

5 )
P = = /- .
’/ - B 4

Sup't. of B'ldgs.
(Dic.,W.H.C,)
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OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 9th, 1897,

Plans filed for New Buildings, Main Office,
Estimated cost $646,300,
Branch Office,
Estimated cost $346,680,

Alterations, Main Office,

Estimated cost $227,092,
Branch Office,
Estimated cost $16,000,

Buildings reported as unsafe,

" " for additional means of escape,

Other violations of law reported,

Unsafe Building notices issued,

Fire Escape. notices 1issued,

Violation notices issued,

Violation cases forwarded for prosecution,

Iron and Steel inspections made,

Complaints lodged with the Department,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-=

Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations

of this ﬁepartment for the week ending October 16th, 1897.

Respectfully,

/
,¢%qmqgh/ VCZ? 57§//

: Superintendent of Buildings.
Dic. w.H.CO
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING Oct. 16th, 1897.

Plans filed for New Buildings - Maim Office
Estimated Cost , $1,271,000.
filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $181,950.
filed for Alterations - Main Office
Estimated Cost $105,350.
filed for Alterations = Branch Office
Estimated Cost $150.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Orhor violations of law reportéd
Unsafe Building Notices issued
Fire escape 5 "
Violation s "
Violation cases forwarded for prosecution
Fire escape " L L L
Unsafe Building * " " "
Iron & Steel imspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department

-—--uOQOOOOO---—a
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Hon, William L, Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica~

tion of the 22nd inst. requesting report on premises located at #728-30
Broadway, to be known as the Waldorf Athletie Club, applicayion having
been made for permission to give athletie performances,

The matter will be given immediate atﬁention and report sent
you as soon as possible,

Yours respectfully,

-
/
/

f?aé;?};ﬁ7%/<,Q;;73/7§%9{2/274

Sup't. of B'ldgs.
(Die.R.0'B,)
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Hon, William L. S8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Finding that the roof of premises #207=9 West 42nd Street
has developed weaknesses that render same dangeroﬁs, the enclosed
orders have been issued, so as to prevent accident

Yours respectfully,

-

W (/74220444 Sl le
- Sup't of B'ldgs.

(Dic.S.C.)
(Enc.2)




Mr. Jd. G. ¥Moore,
600 Sevanth Ave., City.
Dear Siv;-
Upon axaminat len made by this Department of the Arena

Athletic Club Bullding, 207-9 West 42nd Street, I find that the roof

of aald huillding is in such unsarle condition, that it cannot he used

for public assemblage of any kind.

Yours truly,

Sup't of B!'ldass.
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Qat . 20ra,

MeCullagh, Es8q.,

Johu
Chief of Pollce,

X

telechone massage of this date,
wonld ragroctind. vour attention that the roof of the Are
ub, 207-9 West 42nd Street, is unsafe. and that therefore

this building should be preventad at once,
&t

attention, and very

In confimation of

Athlet ic C1

o

the matter vour prompt

Yours respaectfaully,

Sup't of B,ldgs.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:--
¥ Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations of
this Department for the week ending October 23rd, 1897.

Respectfully,

Supérintendent or Bui]dings.

Dic. W.H.C.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCT. 23rd, 1897.

Plans filed for New Buildings -~ Main Office
Estimated Cost $1,011,300.
filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $184,850.
Plans filed for Alterations -~ Main Office
" Estimated Cost $122,450.
filed for Alterations - Branch Office |
Estimated Cost $12,500,
Buildings reported as unsafe -
Buildinmgs reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building notices 1issued
Fire escape L o
Violation " "
Pire escaﬁe cases forwarded for prosecutionm
Violationr ” . N
Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:--
‘ Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations of
this Department for the week ending Oetober 30th, 1897.

Respectfully,

/

, / / i
q T ,é&ﬁy/ (e 72
" Superintendent of Buildings.
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STRGPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEX ENDING 007,

Plans filed for New Buildings « Main Offiece
Estimated Cost $652,700.
filed for New Buildings « Branch Office
Estimated Cost $168,990.
Plans filed for Alterations - Main Offiee
: Estimated Cost $40,242.
filed for Alterations - Braneh Office
Estimated Cost $135,600.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escarps
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building notices issued
Fire escape . "
Violation " "
Fire eseap; cases forwarded for prosecution
Unsafe Building " s -
Violation " .
Iron & Steel inspeetions made

Complaints lodged with the Department
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New vork.
Dear Sir:-

Further replying to your coimunication of the 22nd ult.

and referring to my letter of October 27th, in re the Waldorf Athletic

Club, 72§ and 730 Broadway, my inspector reports that the r,
ments of this Department have now been complied withp the ex
southerly portion of the front (formerly boarded up) has been gp
and doors swinging outward, provided.

Yours respectfully,‘

(Dic.R.,0'B.)

a
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Hon.William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:--
Herewith please find synopsis of the operations of
this Department for the week ending Nov. 6th, 1897.

Respectfully,

‘A’///‘///y/ "’l(/

Superintendent orvéuildings.'

Dic. W.H.C.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV. 6th, 1897.

Plans filed for New Buildings « Main Office
Estimated Cost ; $603,000.

Plans filed for New Buildings < Branch O0ffice
Estimated Cost $3256,500.

Plans filed for Alterations - Main Office
Estimated Cost $61,760.

Plans filed for Alterations = Branch Office
Estimated Cost $4,950.

Buildings reported as unsafe |

Buildings reported for additional means of escape

Other violations of law reported

Unsafe Buildings notices issued

Fire escape " "

Violation - e *

Unsafe Building Cases forwarded for prosecution

Fire escape o s "

Violation v . %

Iron & Steel inspections made
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Nov, 13th'o7¢

8. William Briscoe, Esq.,
Secratary, N.Y.City Civil Servies Boards.
Daar Sir:-

In answer to yours of November 11th in re Confidential Bxe-
aminers of this Department, would say I wish to have put on record
before your Honorable Poard the Tollowing protest against any change
in the elassificatlon, ate. referring to this Department at present.

Almost all of this corps in my Department have been operating
from the time of my assuming charge; have been lega aprointed; are
@mposed of thoroughly relisble and competent employes performing duties
of a strictly conficential nature, and keeping daily longer houfs than
othér employes; are entitled to be sustailnad In thelr positions from
their faithful sarvica; have for two and ona-hal+ vaars vecoived their
salarias raﬁulariy; huva heaen cEVtified by ma 10 vour Honorable Board as
fulfilling the duties whieh their appointment allowed ihem to doy and
hava,as I will agaln state over my signature, corplled wi'h every re=-
quiremant aithar of ryour Honorable PRoard or of nvself, the head of-this
Department,,

-«
I would furthor add that I think I ean truthfully say that the
b 4
cleanest und most thorough Civil Service Dapartment in thls City is this
Department, Any complaints or information to the contrary that vou may

have or hear, 1t is onlv just and right that vou should advise me of,

and give me the names of the partles making or giving the above, as I

can very quickly give vou their reasons for so doing, and give vou the

Cacts of the case. I am positively entitled to this information.

¢




#'f} - S.W.B.

If it is intended that dissatisfled, discharged or inefflclent and
careless employes, or outside influence, is to be allowed hy vour
Board agalilnst a Department without glving the head of the same the reas-
ons, I most certainly and emphatically protest, as it 18 just such
action as makes Civil Service a detriment to the proper administration
of & devartment,; prevents the proper control and management by its head;
inereases the means and ways of thwarting systematie and business methods
and mekes the anforgement of rules and regulations and proper mathods
amost impossible; and again, by vour Honorable Board listening to cone
plaints, unless the samae are verified, when said complaints are directly
contrary to facts as 80 cartified by the head of the Department, places
him in a position which I do not consider 1aljust and right that any
head of a Department should be placed in,

It 18 due in a great measure to the establishment of the corps of
Gonfidontial Bxaminers in this Department that the excellent results of
the last two and one-halfl years have been accomplished, and 1T any of
you will kindly take the trouble to come up to this Department 1 can
prove hy absolute records in the Department every word herein stuated.

If vou ewoose on the first of the year to abolish the position of
Confidential Examiner vou can most certainly do so, but vou must take

the consequences, as I will unquestionably publiely illustrate not only

to whoever may have charge of this Department but to the public gaeners

ally, the advantage of the present methods, system and arrangement of

the Dapartment,
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If vou should deaire to know what has been accomplished during my
term of office vou have simply to write to such architects as Mr, Geo. B.
post, Hr. Hume, Mr. Hardenbergh, Waasrs., Garrsra & Hastings, Messrs.
Brunner & Trven, Messrs, Ximball & Thompson, or to any other of the
prominent architects, bullders, contractors, real estate men, atc; of
this Clty, and if voun choosa to revarse the good work and retard it, and
start the dreater New York on {hw 0ld systems and methods which were
in vogue whan I took charge of this Department, you can do so. However
I vould advise against it, and I would most certainly advise the sus-

s -

taining of w head of a department who courts exanination in *t

%

he econdust
of his department, the records ol which 5tand as its own proof,

This Department being one under the'law to ensure pormanent and
proper construction, to prevent accident and loss of 1life, to prevent
tha construction of unsanitary and 111 ventilated buildings, etc. de=-
serves vour most e¢araful consideration, uﬁd as a good citizen of the
City of lew York and hoad of this Department, I would advise before mak-

ing the slightest change in any of the classifications that now exist

for this Department, that vou visit the Department and examine into its

moethods and workings.

In & fow words, the head of & department should be entltled to a
Secretary. The Seeratary must unquestionably be in & conf idential posi~-
tion. Experience has developed that a stenographer and type-writer is
very seldom good at cleriecal classification, filing, rdcording and such

work, as a secretary, who would be of the greatest use to a department
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head, thonld ba, Therefore my experience of over twenty-three vaars
has proved that the head of any great {ndnstry, factory or department, -
and I have been 1in eharge of several hefore taking this Dapartment - ¥Fe~
quires a secretary and a atenographar, both in strictly gonfidential

posit lons, Tha necassity Tor this has heaen amply proven in this Nepart=

Seeretary.

Stonographar, = 866 ahove,

As the head of the Dapartmont 18 hald cilrsctly rasponsibla for its

workinga and must tharsiore pe familiar therawith, he muyst have Lhose
unday him he can trusti therefore, this Department is divided into
separata and distinet divisions under the head and eontrok of selected
men, and in each division the work 18 portioned out 1o those in salid
division, and as in naarly every division it relates 1o matters pertain-
ing 1o safety in which great 2lements of danger and risk are involved,
it is absolutaly necessary that the head of each division should have
associated with him and under his direet contrel a perfectly reliable,
experianeed and t,rustworthy man Lo 8se@ that all instructions and detalls
are properly and thoroughly carried out.

3. This pertains aspecially to the dlstriut or bullding
inepactor's division.

4. Inspectors or iren and steel division,
8. Inspestors of plumbing, 1ight ana ventilation, &e,
division.

antering this office it was found that the politician and




the man with peorsonal aequaintance with employes in this Department had
entree in and about and all through thae building; that the employes went
out at any time with friends, leaving their desks, work, puapers, &e. |
Just as they were, without reg:ard to the orders and regilations of the
Devartment, which were vary few and but partially cumried out when I ¢ame
it was absolutely nacagsary, aspeclally since it was impossible
owing ® the goneral unsystematic condition of the Department in the past,
for me to aeven transaet work, in my private of'flece, of the utmost import-
ance involyving the handling paper referring to nillions of dollars of
investmaent, and the employment of hundreds of mechanics, owing to the
entrancs and intrusion of any and everybody, without regardi to ay ine
structions, re:mlations or orders; therefore it was nacassary that I
should have at once a conf idential NDoor-kaaper or rapresentutive, who
acted directly under my instructions and suw that my orders were en-
Toread; that parties intoxicated and not in condition 1o transact busie
ness with the Department or with its anmployves were nntrullowed 10 roam
around, and to pravent the removal of papers and documents that ware not
-
intended te.be removed by the publie; in other vords, to prevent the
previous conditions from being continued, and to enuble me to substitute
order and business methods and carry out the work as it should properly
be aone, v

6. = Door-keeper.

Then,as the Chiaf Clerk, who has been hore for thirty-four vears,

m:ugg is more familiar with this Départment than any man in it, and %whom it
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might be of great advintige Tor yo: to see if vou desire further informa-
tion on any ol these subjacts - had more than it was posa ble for him fo
do in correcting the many errors, carcless clerical work, book-keeping.
racording, statistical work, etc., and as he was frequently called Trom
his desk to attend to wmatters that he should not have hean bhothared with,
and vet which delayed the uc{ion ol the Dapartment unless attanded to,
and as it was necessary that he should have under and abeut him a man
whom he counld thoroughly trust anu rely on; who could take from him, and
allow him to carry on his wor! rightly, all the annoyances and interrup-
tions, und act as a hurean of information to instruct the publie who had
dealings with the Dapartment, a Confidential Clerk was placed under his
divection,

7. = Confidential Clerk,

Acaln a8 my exper ienge with any one who had baen driving the Superin
tendent's wagon, and drove for me, was of a vory wnsatisfactory nature,
and s ﬁ§¢ supoerintendent or his representative's inspectione involve
the o demnation of thousands of dollars worth of property, the most
saflnua questions as te safety and danger, and thae vacation of bufidknas
in cese of necessity, and as it is frequently necessary that he proceed
immediately on week day or Sunday, nignt or iy, on many of such axasmina-

tions, and as it has been found so important to prevent public-excitemant

and newspaper discussien and black-ayeing of property belonging to rapie

table citizens, that even I myself frequently have been forced to 80
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without uniform and get eut two or three blocks away from the bullding

in questign 40 provent attracting attention; and as bad materials,
photographiec apparatus, atc,, had to be taken to and from huildings, and
important messages and dlrections sent &

inspectors and a1fferent heads, from out the office on differant work,

by the driver and through the driver; therafore 1f 18 absolutely nacessary
that t he driver shall hs a man %0 be thoroughly trusted and reiied upon,
and must be absolutely in & confidantial relation.

.

i:!. - DY"'I,V"W‘.

Such methods as I have adopted hera have enshled the Departmant tQ(
do thres times the work that has ever been done before; to eover one-third
more territory, to handle nearly twice as many employes, to dlscover and
prevent accldents in between 6,000 and €,000 cupesy 10 collaect and save

to the City many thousands of dollars in expenses, = and with all this

on positive record in this Papartment,, every faw months this matter 13

brought wp and agltated, the Superintendent of the Dapartment's word
dombtad, and ne thorough exaanlnation made into the matter teo verify the
truth of his stataments.

I trust bafore any action is taken in this matter that this letter
is glven very caraful conslderation as the subject is of too great ime-
portance 10 the publle to be dealt with hastily. I always have unders
stood that Cilvil Servies was intended to ald in the honssat and bus iness=

like conduet of a Dapartmant and to allenate polities and influence from




the same, and here is & Dapartment in which this has hean done and t. ho

Superintenient unhesltatingly states that the proof exists clewr and

distinct right in the Départment, and not only requests but wonld like

to insist on vour @ ming here to investigute it yvourselves,
You will remember that under the Duilding Nepartment law 1 had the

authority and right te appoint both the Pirst and Second Deputy to thi

a
L]

3

Devarvtment, both men, who during my absence or sickness have all the
anthority vested in me, You refused to allow me tha aypeintment of the
Second Deputy. This has been a most serlous mistake, as far as my ad-
ministration has beaen concerned, forcing me to do tha best I could under
the circumstunces; as such & position 1s of 8¢ extremely a confidentlal
nature und is so clesely connected with the Superintendent and his work,
that vour action has greatly increased i1he expense of operaling the De-
partment and prevented my establishing certain divisions and wmothods eof
operation that are absolutely necesgsary, and has ,'g‘."\’liltlzf retarded the
eperation of the Department,

Enclosed please Lind copy of my raport to the Maver of
1896, which will prove the @ ncition of the Deparfmant ut tha

Againg if vou desire 10 abelish methods that have bheaen after twe
years of practical epsratien proved as effiecient, therough, and huve
pl{'ommﬂd regnults aven hatter than anticipated in the 1;m1tce(i snsee of time
and this without examination into the fucts of the casgs, vou c:-.n— do 1t.

I challenge any one to send me over their own signature any charge agsinst




nfidential Bxaminers, which they eun substantiate,

antirely in the interests of the honest administration

City Departments, and with the desire to prevent vour iono

omeselvas in a position which they cannot help but rag
0o aasily proved Lo rermaln dorm te

Yoursa very resapactfolly
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8ir:-

Enclosed please find copy of letter from the New York City
Civil Service Commission and my letter to them in regard to confidential
positions in this Department. As these confidential positions have been
filled and salaries paid for same for over two and a half years to
employees whose records prove the necessity and efficiency of their
work, I have written the enclosed to try and prevent the constant
agitation of this subject by said Board, through the spite, political
and outside haggling and complaint to them from discharged, incompetent
and dissatisfied employees and their political friends.

The work, records and condition of this Department speak for
themselves, and your kind co-operation with me in preventing further
changes 1; the classification of this Department by Civil Service until
the first of the year will be thoroughly appreciated, as I desire that

every possible measure, which will enable the continuation and develop-

ment and maintenance of this Department for the Greater New York,as

it should be, under good business methods, will be carried out until
such time as those in power see fit to change same.

Yours respectfully,

7

Dic.S.C.) V Sup't of B'ldgs.
Enc.2) : . : P
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Siri-
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your caie

munication of the 15th inst. requesting report on premises located at

No, 207 - 211 West 42nd Street, to be known as the Doris Winter Cirous,

application having been made for permission to give circus performans®i.

The matter will be given immediate attention and report senk

%o you as soon as possible.

Yours truly,

B (s il

2 ~ Sup't. of B'ldgs.
"diic.R.orB.)
| :

|
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of Nei York.
Dear Sir:--
Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations
of this Department for the week ending November 13th, 1897.

Respectfully,

( @/&4’/ aé’//,/// //4 J

“Superintendent of Buildings.

Ple.. W.H.C.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV. 13th, 1897.

filed for New Buildings = Main Office
Estimated Cost $1,320,350.
filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost §$792,000.
fi%ed for Alterations - Main Office
Estimated Cost $17,200.
filed for Alterations ~ Branch Office
Estimated Cost $11,950.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building notices issued
Fire escape e i
Violati&h‘ . 2
Unsafe building cases forwarded for prosecution
Fire escape " * ”
Violation . ’ "
Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department
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Mayor, Aldermen & Coﬁmonwealth,

City Hall, New York.
Gentlemen :-

Violation #5539 against premises W.S.
E. Boulevard, 100' South of Elliott Avenue, was dis-
missed on November 16th, 1897,

Yours truly,

Dict .W.H.C. Sup't of Buildings.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In answer to your letter of the 15th inst, desiring report
in re the granting of license for a circus performance, at the Doris
Winter Clrecus, Nos.207-211 West 42nd Street, would say that examination

~shews that the requirements of this Department have been complied with,
and sald license can therefore be granted.
This in confirmat ion of telephone message of even date.

Yours respectfully,

ol Vi E
1777000870770

Sup't of Bfldgs.

(Die.R.0'B.)

-«
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Hon., William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:--
Herewith please find a symopsis of the operations
of this Department for the week ending Nov, 20th, 1897.

Respectfully,

)

A

A

= //<>2gﬂﬂﬂéﬁﬁié?ﬂ?4;,{, ZXC.
Superintendent bf'Buildings.

Die. W.H.C.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV.

Plans filed for New Buildings -~ Main Office
Estimated Cost $1,456,500.
Plans filed for New Buildings -~ Branch Office
Estimated Cost $172,800.
filed for Alterations -~ Main Office
" Estimated Cost $34,700.
filed for Alterations = Branch Offiece
Estimated Cost $20, 150.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Bullding notices issued
Fire escape . .
Violatiom " N
Fire escapé cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation " " " o
Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:--

Herewith please find a synopsis of the operations of

this Department for the week ending November 27th, 1897,

Respectfully,

W
/ |
z A?/> 2

Superintendent of Buildings.

DiCO w.HIC.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOV. 27th, 1897.

Plans filed for New Buildings - Main Office
Estimated Cost $641,000.

Plans filed for New Buildings = Branch Office
Estimated Cost | $104,075.

Plans filed for Alterations - Main Office |
Estimated Cost $47,110.

filed for Alterations - Branch Office

Estimated Cost $3,860.

Buildings reported as unsafe

Buildings reported for additional means of escape

Other violations of law reported

Unsafe Building notices issued

Fire escape . .

Violatian g "

Unsafe Bullding cases forwarded for prosecution

Fire escape " e >

Violation . . "

Iron & Steel inspections made

Complaints lodged with the Department




