


Dear S1ir:

Your favor of June 7‘th encloeing to me a

pregentment of the Xings County Grand Jury 1ls at

hanad Pleese let the Grand Jury know that 1 am
unaware of any official authority which they have

in the premises. 1t has become common for Grand
Turiee to make reports about various things,6 when
their duty 18 teo inquire into the commisgelion of crime
and indict people who seem to be guilty,

Very truly yours,

) &

Charles S. Devoy, HEsqg.,
Chief Cierk, County Court,
' Brooklyn, ¥, Y.




May 1,1911.%
Dear Mr., lLeslie:

Your letter of April 28th
is at hand. The Publication of the
Grand Jury minutes from day to day is
scandalous, I never knew the like
before. TFor the Di strict Attorney
to play to the galleries in such a

A. Mitohell Leslie, Esq.,
80, Broadway,
New York City.




hy 1, 1911l.m

Dear Mr., Battle:

I thaikk you for youyr
lJetter., I am “{o‘ ble t{o o

ositively whether I lmtiomd

f”. th"rn:rtun' !r not‘r

po¢c t that ocourren-
s n the smd jury room were

giwn out by one or the other of
your associates is beyond ques~

tion. I intend to have mrrm
u

made before. the rmoy on
ques tion of ubluhtng the ne-

crets of the snnd Jury room from
day to day, unless I find that
Mr. 'hitnan is wholly ¢uuuu-
of the matter. It is an outrage.
The first question put to me was
by Mr. lou involving a hu

statement of facts, 1:
"as Mr, Driscoll testified

yes terday”. I at onoce uzd t.ut
tze question contained u,“ug..
ments of fact. I find that news
papers immediately carried th

head that I ®ntradicted Mr.

Dris ., one » n’ that I said
Mr. Driscoll was a “liar*. You

must permit me to say that such

evidence as that is too much for
me to shut my oyu to.

Buuroly yours,

/ ) (il
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“C:r '.:mtatu.. 'IQ. R
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must permit me to say that sugh
ovidence as that is too much £
me to shut my eyes to.

S8incerely yours,

: A 2o
” ,/a A & Y
B T il 1
¢

loorr Gordon ktu.‘ ll’tl- s
-a ’ 'm"tr.t. :
N. Y. City.
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GTand Juri.es are vary
0 do simost ﬁny+ﬁing the
* AtTorney "advises® them,
the Mudge aiVﬂses or di -
e Grand Juries are sup-
pose'* tr, be men of the highest
discretion who alfter listening
*“*'*1:a;v to *Ke Judge and Dis-
trint Attsrney then do what they
deem meet, There seems to be a
growing notion among Grand Juriee
that +"1r'v are "bound" to follow

wne advice of the District Attor

L " b . €
ey 01

JEATSs D
p LT

Gustave Porges, Esq.,

139, Franklin Street,
Hew York City.,




Feoruary 8, 1912.K

+ e

I am returning to you the presentment of the

Gre,md Jury as you request. I am not surprised t©o 1earn

that Judge Malone did not direct tnat it should be sent

to me as the Grand Jury requested, for I do not recall

that 1 have ever ’uen a more af ficious cCT nonsensica.

It ‘were well if Grand Juries weould attend to

dncuvment.

fhelir own dutf,jes and do them well. A good many think

that on th e whole the dutiss of the Grand Juries are

done wo’  ge than those

+f any department Or of ficial of

the fovernment, and ye’ they take upon themseives 0O N

trusively advisze oth ar officials. I have no notion of

advising the Cran’, Jurles and I respectfully request them

not to advise ms as they nave no authority of law what-

ever in the J remises.




May 8, 1912, D

Dear Sir:
Such presentmente of the

Grand Jury go to such extremes that
I always receive them with much ine

oredulity. I regard this presente
ment 1in 80 far as it deals with
the Disciplinary Training School

with much incredulity. Dut. I will
100k into the matter.
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Honorable W. J. Gaynor,

City Hall,

New York City, New York.
My dear Judge:-

May 1 be pardoned for addressing you by
this title instead of your present one? It seems the
more natural to me,.

I know that you are a very busy man, and I am very
reluctant to trespass upon your time. If, congistently
with your other engagements, you could spafe me five
minutes, either this afternoon, or at any time tomorrow,
I should very much like to see you. If you could des-
ignate a time which will cause you the least inconven-
ience, I will call upon you, and I promise to be brief.

Sincerely yours,

W2
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June 30, 1310,

In appointing you head Juetice of the court
of special sesnuions 1 desire to call your atiention

o the arresrs of dbusiness and atler conditions in

(g2 8
1o

A

the full to that end, and the other justices will

away with, The ample powers of direction apd control
l&gd

giver: to you vy the new act should be exerc

ioyally support you, no doubt, 1 receive constant
delays and conditions, It is
comine to e 88 that business men prefer to let crim-
inal offenses against them go than prosecute them,
They have to go before a magistirate, ot“terz several
times, and then several nmonths laler taat 18 repeated
in the special sessions, The annoyance 18 wore than
ghould be borne, The administration of justice in
these courts should be Lrompt., Nor should groes
offendere pe induced. to plead gullty with 2 promige of
veing dealt too lightly with. Trials are troublesome,

but should not ve avoided in that way,




June 22,1911 .k
Dear Senator Black:

Judge Dickey has called ny
attention to the enclosed bill, He
is an ex-Justice of %he Supreme Court
and he 18 as much erititled to such
favors as any other, He objects to
the words "at the age of 65 years or
over®. The bill is made to fit just
one man, Why should it not be changed?
Judge Dickey lacked just 11 days of
being 65 years old when he went off the
bench, am an ex-Justice, but I will
leave myself out of the case as I trust
I shall aways be able to get along
without “he aid of any such bill. But
that is no reason why I should not ob-
Jeot to a discriminating bill 1ike this.

#

Hon. Loring M, Black, Jr.,
fsenate Chamber,
Albuny, ¥. Y.




July 10, 1911l.e
Dear Governor Dix:

Some of the Judges and
others have spoken to me about the
bill increasing the number of Supreme
Court judges in the second judicial
district. I can only say that there
is no necessity whatever for any more
Judges in that depariment. There are
too many already. And if others were
added there would be no court rooms
for them to sit in.

Sincerely yours,

Hon. John A. Dix,
Governor of the State of New York,

Albany, New York.




COURT OF SPECIAL SESSIONS
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

ISAAC FRANKLIN RUSSELL
CHIEF JUSTICE

o2 Franklin Street, New York City,

Avril 4, 1912,

To
His Honor,the M a y o r ,
City Hall,
New York City.

My dear Mr, Mayor:=-

I observe in the morning papers that Police
Commissioner Waldo reports to you that on the 24th of March there

were 728 cases in the Court of Special Sessions in New York Coungy,

yet to be tried; and that in Brooklyn there were at that same date

382 cases in the Court of Special Sessions awaiting trial, It

would seem from this report that.disregarding the Counties of Queens

and Richmond/no less than 1,110 cases remain untried in this Court,
I cannot tell from what source Commigsioner

Waldo gets his information, I beg to report, however, the exact
figures regarding this matter as shown by records of this Court
for the date April lst instanti-
Cases pending in New York County 476
. " " Kings County 271

. " " Queens County 16

" " " Richmond County 35
Total for all four Counties in

the Greater City of New York 798

Regarding New York County let me say that of
the 476 cases fully 100 are what might be called "dead cases", 71
represent bench warrants issued to secure the presence of defen-
dants and 14 represent cases where the trial is awaiting the de-
cision in test cases now pending at Appellate Division, In another
group of cases the defendants are held in higher Courts charged
with felonies, and trial in Special Sessions awaits the issue of
such cases in the higher Courts, which may obviate any necessity
for trial at all in Special Sessions,

These data do not represent distinct cases; but
rather represent individual defendants, of whom there are often
from two to five in a single prosecution, The number of actual
cases is thus considerably lessened, as, being misdemeanor cases,
they may in the discretion of the Court be tried together,

So, in truth, we have in Manhattan hardly more

than 576 casea7which represent a fair working calendar when dise
tributed so 28 to meet the convenience of the Corporation Counsel

and the representatives of the various Societies conducting




COURT OF SPECIAL SESSIONS
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

ISAAC FRANKLIN RUSSELL
CHIEF JUSTICE

prosecutions in this Court, for whose convenience special days of
the week are set apart, And it may fairly be said that a similar
percentage of these so-called "dead cases" may be found in Kings,
Queens and Richmond,

I take pleasure in stating that in Kings County
this Court is now sitting five days in the week, instead of three

days as heretofore; and that we estimate that at the present rate
of progress there, there will be practically no casesuntried by

May l1lst, proximo, ( w;ak n1et, not- rna th o 2.0)
With great respect, I am,

Very truly yours,

-y
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April 30,1912.m

Dear Mr. Collins:

I have determined to appoint you a
Justice of the Cours of Special Sessions. The high
recommendation of your character and ability by the
Corporation Counsel, and the other inquiries I have
made concerning yvyou, make me satisfied that your con-
duet as & judge will tend to promote that harmony in
the court which is seemly and necessary, and also
tend to that promptness and despatch in the disposal
of buiinesa which 18 necessary to a satisfactory ad-
ministration of justice. Nothing so much detracta
from the effects which should follow the administra-
tion of criminal justice ar uncertainty and delay.
The office is one which “annot be well administered
by anyone who will not consecrate himself to 1t, and
I hope you will de that now, and never falter in your
resolution. OFf alll things, never allow any outside
influence to swirve you from a correct decision on

the facts. Judicial fnvoritdin destroys all ooqﬁfi*

i

Sincerely yours, /// ¥/

_ i
(. ' |

dence in courts.

Corneliuve F. Collina, Esq.,
Assiistant Corporation Counsel,
Hall of Records,
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COMMISSIONER

WM. H. ABBOTT., Jr. FRANK MANN WILLIAM B. CALVERT

18T DePUuTY COMMISSIONER aND DEruTyY COMMISSIONER SUPERINTENDENT

MANHATTAN BROOKLYN BRONX
44 EAST 23 RD STREET 503 FULTONf; gIREET 391 EAST 149TH STREET

BOROUGH ofF_Mamhattan  July 10th, 1912 = g,

Hon, William J. Gaymor,
Mayor of the City of New York.
S1r ;- -
’ ‘ I beg to call your attention fo 'I;he seridus ha.ndi‘cap
imposed upon the efforts of this Department to enforce the Tenement
House Law during the st_mnex; mont‘{m. , ?rm July lst to some time

in September the Municipal courts have made it a rule to try only

landlord and tenant casve, an that suits to compel the payment of

civil penalties for violations of the law Wiixi ueA Wwa heard.

It has seeméd to me that it would be extremely desirable
if not only during the summer months, but through the year, a
Municipal Jjustice shouid be assigned to hold a special court for the
hearing of lMunicipal cases. Under the present syﬁtem a great deal
of the time of pnblic officialg, 1nspect01_'a a.nd‘others, is wasted in
waiting for the disposition of the rmla.r run of cases. The practice
algso results in lack of nniformity in deciaions.

, request thereforo that your Honor will advi se me whether
you can ta.ke any action to improve the condition of aﬁ‘airs.

Yours respectfully,




February 6th, 1913.

I need not assure vou
¢ satlisfaction it gives me %o
promote you from the Magistratee'
vench to that of the Court of Special
jessions. You have been by general
coneent one of our model Magistrates,
. now 1T am certain you will be a
<ustice of the Special Sessions.
.1 lock to you to have alwaye in
. in that court, that it 1g the
°f & Judge to drav inferences
from facts. The law does not
for precise proof of
' i i

- p "‘ ‘“\
\J e

-u‘ # “‘ ‘ f

Adraw
, from proven lacts.
1@ way men regulate theiz
1 all departments of life,
udicial office presents no

Slugerely yours, P

Hon. Moses Herrman,

393, Broudilg,
New York City.




judges and dec lared Jefferson would support this re-

form also.” Permit me T0O say that you are entirely

I said no such thing, nor did 1

I have never advo-

mistaken in this.

say anything even resembling 1t.

cated the recall of juiges. 1 am not in favor of the

recall at all for any officers. Our terms of of fice

e so short that we do not need the recall .

Very truly y/prl ,
¢ UV

ar

Mh vor,




April 17, 1912, %

Dear My. Marcus:
I regret that an-

other engagement prevents me from ac-
cept ing your kind invitation, I do
rot understand anyone is advocating
the recall of judges in this state,
If so, I have nct heard it, 'I'.h&t
i2 & mere newspaper mis-~-statement.
With the short terms of offices gen-
erally prevailing throughout this
country I do viot ree why we need to
have the reggll at all,

Very trtv.".,y? ir}agﬂ
K1 y tee

e

L (| Bayor .,
-

Aaron Marnus, Esg.
Publ je School io. 12, B.R.0C,
Borough of Manrattan,




May 2, 1912, ©

Dear Mr. Hart:

I have directed my Seeretary to send you

4 copy of my article in Bepch and Bar. I am not in favor
of the recall of public officials. The terms of office

are 8o short, as a rule, that we can recall them soon

enough at the end of their terms by leaving them honse,

but 1f we are %o have the recall I know of no reason why
the judges should be exempted from it. Taey would be ne
more coerced by the clamor of recall than other 1mportant
~ officiale would be; and I by no means rate the judicial
branch as the most important dranch of govermment., The
judges 2it in the main t¢ hear petty private disputes

~ betwsen individuals. I 4o not vate that as a very high

fULY? v t i M o




Dear Sir:
You ask for my help in your forthooming debate

on the question of the recall. I do not believe in the
Ve al-

recall either for judges or any other afficials.
ready have ways of removing corrupt or wrong-doing public

officials without alling a vote on the gquestion. And

also terms of office are generally so short that we can

recall officials quickly enough at the end of their terms.
If the recall existed more officials would give way 10

clamor than now. Ve have officials enough now giv ing
way to the abuse and clamor of demagogue soamps and thelr

{gnorant followers. And past history illustrates to us

that popular clamor ie almost always in the wrong. It

is no better now than when it sent Jesus to the Cross.

And we of ten mistake clamor for the voice of the commuilty.
It 18 80 loud that we think it includes everybody, whereas

in fact it may include very few. But these few make more

noige than all the rest of us. As you well know out in

Kareas, a stridulent grass~hopper in the angle of a fence

makes more noise than the noble herd of cattle nearby.
The official whom we should &1l honor is the one wiho 8 tands
up like a man against clamor. Ve hear much nowadays {rom

certain public officials that they are elected to please /
ol '




the people by doing as they wish, There 18 no more dan-

gercus notion among us ’thfa.n this, Of ficials are elected
t0 rule according to the laws, whether the people like 1%
or not. The people make their own lawe by their repre-
sentatives sent to the legislature. Then they elect |
executive amd judicial officials to stand by these laws

and carry them out, clamor or no clamor,




April 1, 1913, 4

Dear Mr, liOkOy}',

| fou say that you are in ths state debate

and Lave the negative side of the guestion ~ "Resolved that
the recall s'aould be spplied te the state Judiciary™ - and
you ask me for inien on the gquestion. Our terms of
ffise th anghag the country are s¢ short that we cem recall
bad officials soon enough at the end of their terms by
leaving them at home. We 40 not need to go to the tmrmeil
and treamble of a recall by popular vote during the term.
If offieials commit any wrong in office we have of
removing them already. JAnd then; again; the re could
be unsed to intimidate officicls and make them 40 what they
vou'ld not de if left to exereise their somnd juigment.
Pablic officials are too much influenced dy olamor now.

If the recall existed) many mere of them would be ﬁ:ing
away te clamor than now, And pest history illustrates

e us that populsr clamor has seldem if ever been right.

L% 12 ne better new thay it wee when it sent Jesus to the
Irose . Apnd wa often mistake olamer for %he veice ¢f the
Gommar. i tyo it 13 8¢ loud ¥'at we think it includss
averyhody, whereas in faet ‘% may inolude very few. But

shese few make wors neise Lhan all the rest of us. As you
weil mow out ir Kanses, & atridulent grass-hepper in the

ngle of a fanue makes mere noise than the noble herd of

sattle nsarby. It is the duty ef al) public efficisls

to slend wap againet clamer. w8 hear much nowadays from
sartiain public offiolals that they are elected to pleaas
the people by deing as they wish. Thers is ne mors
damgerdus aotlon among us than this, O0fPicials ars electesd
W 1mie sgeerding te the laws, whether the peowle like it
or JaG%. The peadpis make their own laws by their re pregens s
S
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