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CHARLES M. MILLER,
101 EAST 283D Sr.

New York, March 23, 189b.

Hon, William L. Strong,

City Hall, New York.

My dear Sir:

In compliance with my call upon you about a week since, relative to your
presence at the testimonisl dinner to be given Professor S. S. Packard at Del-
monico's, April 28, 1896, at which you are to make the presentation speech con-
veying to Mr. Packard a silver "Loving Cup" and a book of congratulatory letters
from subscribers, 1 send you by this mail & manilla roll containing a circular
descriptive of the enterprise as it now stands.

I know it would be a matter of great gratification to Mr, Packard to find
among the other letters one from your pen, and if you will write such a letter,
the manilla roll spoken of can be used to return it, and thus avoid creasing.

Hoping to receive this by early mail, I am,

Very truly yours,

//C ==, /L‘ cc o //’1/1/\/6 ,&,./\

(2/,./—\. 1t ﬂ—’l/'ky‘//

S i




LEWIS, DIRECTOR QENERAL, A, W, WILLS, COMMISSIONER GENERAL.

JOHN W. THOMAS, gRESIDENT C,
F. FOSTER, DIRECTOR OF WORKS. J: W, S. FRIERSON, KNOXVILLE, AS8'T COMMISS8IONER.
P.
A.

E.
V. L. KTAKMAN, VIOE PRESIDENT. w.
W. A. HENDERSON, KNOXVILLE, SECOND V. PRESIDENT. W.
JNO. OVERTON, JR., MEMPHIS, THIRD V. PRESIDENT. S.

TANNER, TREASBURER. ROBT. GATES, JACKSON, ASS'T COMMISSIONER.
CHAMPION, GEN. COUNSEL. FRANK GOODMAN, AUDITOR.

Tennessee Centennial Kxposition Co.

Inangural @eremonies Anne 1, 189G, Nashoille, Tenn., March 23, 1896.

OPENS MAY 1,1897, ano
CONTINUES SIX MONTHS.

To His Honor The Mayor,
New York
Dear Sir:-

The Tennessee (Centennial Exposition Company respectfully begs
to formally announce the fact that the Tennessee Centennial Expo-
sition will be opened in the City of Nashville, State of Ten-
Heespepr, U, 8. A., on May 1, 1887, to be continved for a peéeriod
of six months. The occasion for holding this Exposition is to
celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of the
State into the Federal Union, and,.ghis being the first event of
the kind, it will be of marked interest, not only to the people
of the United States, but to the people of all countries.

Since its first conception the enterprise has assumed that im-

portance and dignity which must command the consideration and

attention of the entire commercial world.

The City of Nashville is situated very near the geographical
centre of the United States. The same is true as to the centre
of population; hence the holding of an exposition at this par-
ticular point, makes attendance at the least expense possible to

the entire population of the country.




Again, the rapid and substantial development of the resources,
,both industrial and agricultural, of that section of the United
States known as ‘*‘The South’’® warrants the assumption that this
proposed Exposition will be of great profit to those making ex-
hibits along commercial lines.

In view of these facts, the Exposition Company has the honor
of extending to you a cordial invitation to be present with them
in person, and also begs to extend through you, an invitation to
the people of your city to participate in this Exposition. And,
still further, would respectfully ask you to appoint five or more
of your citizens as commissioners, whose duty it shall be to en-
courage and promote commercial, industrial, educational and ar-
tistic exhibits to be placed in the Exposition.

It is the desire of the management to make this an occasion
through which closer commercial relations may be cultiVated, not
only between the people of the United States, but as well those
of other countries; and the management is pleased to assure you
that every possible arrangement will be made looking to that end.

In the matter of exhibits from foreign countries, arrangements
will be made to enter the same free of duty, and no charge will
be made for space in the Exposition buildings.

Enclosed you will find some printed matter pertaining to the Ex-
position, which will convey a better idea of the enterprise than
is possible in a letter. May the management hope for a cdmmuni -
cation from you upon this subject at an early date, stating what
is your pleasure, and suggesting the best course to pursue?

Very respectfully and truly,

e
CM%/’- =247
e

President.

» 7N .
&N A
NALN UL 0 e DT

Director General.

.

Commissioner General.
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New Yerk, Mar, 25, 1896,

Hem, William L, Streng,
Mayer.

31 »;

The attemt ien ef yeur Hener is respectfully asked te the
fellewing statement eof facts:

On the 19th, inst, a communicatien was sent te the Warden ef
the Werk House, Department ef Cerrectien, of which the fellewing
is & true cepyi

. New Yﬂ'k. Mar. 19' 1896.

Laurence Dunphy, Elg.
Warden o *ork Heuse ,

Siep ' : e BT ‘

R, H, yergan is appeinted Secend Deputy Warden eof the
Werk House, at a csalary ef $1000, per annum, in place of Frank
MeCaffrey, Clerk, whe is hereby dismissed. Actien te date frem

April lst, 1896,
By erder, (Signed) Arthur Phillips,
4 Secretary. o
The abeve appeintment is a direct vielatiemn and evasien eof the
Civil Service rules, 28 well as of Sectien 48 of the Censelidatien
Act, Tirst, becams® the appeintes passed a Civil Service examina-
tien for Deputy Wardem, while the positien te be filled is that
of "Clerk™, and the rules require the Cemmissiener te apply te
the Civil Service Beard fer a persen frow the eligible list eof
erks. Seceand, because Scetien 48 of Chapter 410, Laws of 1882
ays " ne regular c¢lerk shall be remeved, until he has been in-
"formed of the cause of the prepesed remeval and has been allewed
"an eppertunity ef making an explanatiem, and in every case of a
* remeval, the true greumnds thereef shaﬁ be ferthwith entered
" upon the recerds ef the Department er Beard."

Ne attempt whatever has been made, te cemply with the abeve
sectien of the law in the present instance,

Se mugh fer the legal sid® efthe case,

May T ask your Hener te permit me te briefly submit a few
pertinent and undeniable facts, which can be substantiated by
various members of the State Charities Aid Asseciatien, this De-
partment’s Chaplains, and the recerds ef the Werk Heuse. )

Per thirteen years I have been empleyed im the ene capacity,
studieusly deveted all my time and energies te my duties witheut
ferty~eight heurs cemplete relaxatiem in all these years, My
heurs of duty have been frem 6:30 A, M, te 8 P, M,, and later if
necessary, Sundays included, I began with a lma.li salary, by
premetion at intervals, ¥ suce - in reaching my present status.

sbgwt $900, per annum, and maintemance. My premetiens were made
because of merit, and I have never asked a member of any pelitical
party te assist me in my pesitien,.

The knewledge that is requisite fer a successful administra-
tien of the duties I have been charged with, can be gained enly
by leng experience, I care net what & man's natural abilities may
be. Let me ﬁ’h aih instance where this special knowledge be-
cemes necessary:-

In 1896 through the centinued effeorts of the state Charities
Ald Asseciatien, a law was enacted requiring that all persens ceme
mitted for intexicatien, diserderly ecenduct, and vnfunoy, be
sent to the Work Heuse, where after an inspectien of their pere
sens and recerds, sentences would be impesed in the ratie eof five
days, Iif 1t was their Tirst offence within twe years, twenty
days fer the secend effemes, ferty days fer the third effemce,
deubling up te six menths for the sixth cemmitment, within the
peried abeve specified. The sele ebject of requiring their
commitial te the Work Heuse lay im the fact, that the Asseciatien knew
that they would be recogni- ed here and dealt with as the spirit
and letter ef the law directed, and that they ceuld net be se.
dealt with in the City Prison, because the Officials did net have
tie necessary experience, as compared with the Warden at this Ine
stitutien and the writer with an experience of ferty years and




Page 2,

thirteen years, respectively, and dealing with the criminals ef the
class just mentiened, The successful eperatien eof the law,
which is ef ceurse in the interest eof the cemnunity, must necessar-
ily be interfered with, when its administratien is placed in new
and entirely inexperienced hands, I say it in ne beastful
spirit, that my experience with this class ef priseners cannot be
equalled by any man in the public service, except the present
Warden, whese duties are se varieus and widolproad that he cannet
devete his time te the varieus details that the successful manage-
ment eof that particular class eof werk require.

In administering the duties of my pesition fourteen employees
are required, nine of whem are priseners and three of them werking
all night, the remainder receiving small salary, and nene eof
them here any length of time,  The clorical werk they are called
upen te de under my directien is work eof a special nature, with
which the erdinary clerk is entirely umacquainted, and which re-
quires unceasing watchfulness and care,

Fer eighteen menths, December l1lst,, 1893 to June $0th,,

1895 I was Aeting Warden of the Alms Heuse, besides perferming
my duties here, witheut any additienal cempensatien and my ad-
ministratien o} the affairs of that Institutien, was warmly cem-
mendéd by the State Charities Aid Asseciatiem, as is evidenced
by the enclesed extract frem ene of their rnportl te the c.m-
missieners eof Charities and Cerrectiem.

I have here personal charge ef all meney and valuables be-
lenging te prisoners, and of all menies received fer fines, with-
out the less eof ene cent, the Commissioners ef Acceunts having
gene ever the beeoks several times,

The general knowledge of yeur sturdy hemesty, fair-mindedness,
and high character, as well as your censistency in uphelding the
Civil Service rules, as new administered, leads me te hepe that
you will give my appeal dume. censideratien and thus insure the
lasting gratitude of the vrgtoig has a wife and family te care
for eut of his salary. e, Charities Aid Asseciatien
have very gemnerously autherized me to use their name as a refer-
ence in my letter te you, as they have had a great deal of per-
senal and efficial la%hraourao with me and are willing te testify
te my nblllty, ete, ete.

Yeurs very wuy.

o CAT Q i ::
L A Coun
P G

One enclesure, Which I respectfully ask te be returned.
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R. PEARLSTINE.

OFFICE OF STIN
??’ ARL E &

| Staple and Fancy Dry Goods, | TN T So
Notions and Millinery, ¥o /V,

SRS g, W

| Cigars and Tobacco,
I STOVES AND RANGES, | WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

||| Coffins, Caskets and Burial Outfits. LATEST STYLES A SPECIHA LMY,

No bu. s transacted on
Szt rdays.

B G 5. 5 /M ™ e
o _/W P =

/9%-/ ._)/\ ////N,_ :

83 MAIN STREET,
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R. PEARLSTINE.

| Staple and Fancy Dry Goods, |
Notions and Millinery,

| Boots, Shoes, Hats, Clothing,
GROCERIES,

Cigars and Tobacco,
|| STOVES AND RANGES, |
| Coffins, Caskets and Burial Outfits,

No business transacted on
Saturdays.

J. T. PEARLSTINE.

OFFICE OF LST l N E
cAR &g
Q ? —DEALERS IN— ON

: obes 2
GENERAL MERGHANDISE,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

LATEST STYLES A SPECIALTY.

83 MAIN STREET,

= GH %gﬂyCh ille, 8. C., .
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J. T. PEARLSTINE.

OFFICE OF € RLSTINE&

Staple and Fancy Dry Goods, ; Rt R So
Notions and Millinery, % /V’

e S G| gy, MERGHENDISE,

Cigars and Tobacco,
STOVES AND RANGES, | WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

| Coffins, Caskets and Burial Outfits. LATEST STYLES A SPECIALTY,

No husiness transacted on
Saturdays.

R. PEARLSTINE.

83 MAIN STREET,
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DAVID ROBINSON, Editor and Publisher.
M. ROBINSON, Manager,

; ///é N éé f_%/\ J %¢W’? /SCW@MWV\» /gja-aMamh 25th ‘1896
p//éw%/M/{j

Dear Sir:- _

We are deeirous of sending out rsgnlarly during the next ILew
monthe a vary large edition of our Paper to be ecireulatad through-
out thig State, in an eilort to kill out the Iras gl lvar movament
whieh now threatsns to prove so disastrons to the finaneial afiairs
of this Country,.

We will be glad to reesivs a eontribution of any amount
you g33 1'it towards the expensee ol our ariort,
Your aarly raspons2 will bs apprreeiated,

Vary Respeetfully,

T
< Cpe s/ S Al H 06
Bditor Savannah Bulletin,
















Hon. Willtam L. Styoug,
Hayor, and Ohairrgn WP the
Board of Bstlmate & Apporpicapent of Che
City of Wew York.
Byar Sirva

Rosing for cortain citenfsd I Bave sxamived the invitations
Cor mp«_‘ak Tor &ids, to dispose of Tha dihes and Sardage collected
10 this City, ms the same Na¥s Deen advertised fram siwe to time.

In behalf of swsh cllents, WO aPe finanolally, and vthgre
wise, amply abla ta faithfully perferwm eévery contract that they may
mike, T beg leave respectfully I protest agsinst the opening of bids
for the final dispositigh of gethoge along as sdvertized $o be opened
anl considered gn Mareh 26th 1894.

The ~1Sgstns for my protesting, among others are the follow-

ingt-

1; The proeposals fer tie ¢ontract for the final dispoe-
#itlon 32 garbage, should be epersd $imulfgnsously with the propesal
or proposals for the fingd dispositichy of ashes, strest sweepingsand
other refuse.

{A) Thiz, decause all didders, (cortainly wmy clients) will




contrant 5 runsiveon Gtspien of 3,105,000 Jures ¢ nadarie) wonuRd.
13, 9% 2 WUF gyeh Jover raits relatively Bhao 2f they ave te disposs of
enly 690,000 yerdy angea¥ly. N4 axgment 1s menfed to persusde yuwr
Head of the Sk of this Prapusitien. But shenid any be cinsilered

posessury, e atlatlen of 3he Baad {5 exilud to the Lad}, that at
the last weettng of the Naard Where fhe form of the proposals mms
sonsidered ons #f the MoK gxperiencsd and Smesesalwl merchants of
the City cullsd the sttestinm 4f Whe Bowrct b9 3be siatter Nere urged;
and stated sl Tthe dost nfimtlon alene, woidd remge Trom 19¢
1 amd 156 mnder sne Weghod, ¥o §1.50 and §2.00 under the other, per

tos.

(8) OUnder fhs Proposals seversd Xiafls of rafuss, garbage,
mmmp-ﬁnmmuum,mcumu
or dumping places, snd @ gréeat deal of troubls and sxpeuse i3 avoided
hacutwﬁhmm&tfﬂmmmwm
sembled in any gimlnu. As, Tor asaiple, AL a venlrgeter finds
that there are not eight hours work for ons mmn Werking with the gar-
bage, he can put the labourers to work on nshas, er other rofuide, and
effect a substantial saviag. | i

(C) There are seversl glassés bF ¥ pwe Proposals lous
for ashes &¢. and ahe for garbagel $Hat gr9 aliike. Thews clguzos
should be construed alike in Bothk soptrnéds; but shssy mn ¢asily




(3)
arise where the construction contended for by a contractor for dise
posing of the garbage would not be right, as applied to the contractor
under the other contract. For example while the contractor taking
the garbage may not find it profitable to trim or piek over the gar-
bage it is a well known faet that if the econtractor for the other
material is not given the privilege of what is popularly known as
vscow trimming” or is deprived of the facilities heretofore and
now accorded for such"trimming” the city will lese from $75,000. to
$100,000. annually. The offieial reports of the Commissiomer of
Street Cleaning are my authority for these figures. Therefore the
last Aelauu of the ninetienth paragraph of the proposals for dispesi-
tion of ashes and other refuse is clearly harmful to the eity,to an
éxtent that the Board itself can best estimate.

2. The fact that the proposals are to be opened at dife
ferent dates is extremely embarassing to a bidder. He has to make
bids in the altermative, and in bidding for the garbage contract he

would de compelled to disclose expert and valuable informatiomn to his

busineps competitors, who would, without fail, make use of such dis-
closwres in bidding for the contract for ashes and other refuse ma-
terial which is to be let subsequently. This statement also applies
h:"s_-l or sums bid for the work under the firss proposals.

Tt s respectfully submitted that the above statements should




prevail with the 'Board, sinee the facts stated are of the very
essence of competitive Bidding, and are taken into consideration,

not only by my cliemts, but also by every other honest bidder, who

desires to put im such a bid as will yield him a fair profit only.
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Plumbers. Application for Gertificate of Competency

Bl Wndevsigned, o Cotczon of the United Hlates, of the tauful age of
twenty-one years, and wam/m/ tn the %L{? @/ Chew %zé Aeeewdth (y/zﬁéa
to the é’wamm}y Doard of Dlumtets for a Cettificate of Compietency.
789 Higned,
@b’dﬂ/ﬂﬂ&ﬂ,

Gity of Aew Hork, “
County and State of NAew Hork, |

: /éa'n/ a/a‘/} devotn,

a/gﬁadeo and 9ays Thut #e o3 the feetson named in the //22706'77 eyﬁﬂéaﬂbn

//éz @ %&M%ba{e 6/ %ﬂﬂyZﬂ[&?Z% as @ CHaster ot 5772/4/3/;/7 Dumdtee,; that the

same 13 made tn /am/ //&LZ%. and that #o desvres and intends to engage o the
tusiness o// .@j/t;m/bzf ws a CHaster ot 6/)%/2/557 Dumdbee on account o//
- that no fietsons ate intesested with him en sad

Lusiness as /az/n% ot othetwese, azc;%{

if one exists, or is to be formed.)

That #is ez/ze%mwg n the tade 0// %m/éfy td ad / Glloews |

dé/% _____ ,

/;mﬂgyman ,
Q//aal‘% @Z&méa

Subscribed and sworn to this

day of

CERTIFICATE.

4¥e, the undzrﬁigmﬂ, %&z{%&/ CHaster DPumbees o/ the %w}; % Ao
%@% /étéy a/aé stvotn, de /045 and say : That we ate 4071446'72(&:/ cwilh

t/é a/?wg SRR o e R e e i S R A i
and Anow /Qm to le a cam/e{mzf %m/ez ie}a/&@é e%waz‘ea/ to 6{2 %Mmzead

and 7:&4/}4&a/ lo tecewve a %ﬂiﬂ cate 0// %om/dngy %mxwy derved an
a//wnﬂéed%/z with ,v
%/?nea/,... ; ' %m %@adahao@._.,, e Z e
Higned, Dloe-of Business,

e /f:\_ i

Subscribed and sworn to this




558 Fitth Evenue.
OFFICE March 26 th,

Hon. W. L. Strong,

New York Citye
My dear Sir,

I am personally interested in securing as many new
members for the Lotos Club as may be possible before the limit is
reached and I would be delighted if you would allow me to propose
you for membershipe |

I recently proposed Cormelius N. Bliss, and he was elected

about two weeks ago; I hope to be able to present the names of

George F. Seward, Col. Trenholm, William Nelson Cromwell, Bemjaniin

Wx;ight, Elihu Root and yourself. You will find yourself in good

company and our people would be delighted to have you wi th‘us.
The -ini tiation fee is $100., to be raised to $250.

wltimately, and the dues are $60. per annum payable quarter).y.

Very truly yours,

S A A Soatit.




THE BOARD FOR THE

DARK AVENUKE [IMPROVEMENT ABOVE 4106t STREET

OFFICES
50x Fifth Avenue, Corner Forty-second Street
COMMISSIONERS
FRANK BULKLEY, PRESIDENT
HENRY L. STODDARD, SECRETARY
WALTER KATTE, SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

ALMERIN H. LIGHTHALL
ERNEST HARVIER

NEW YORK,. March 27, 18964 ...189

My dear Mr. Mayor:-

I trust you will withdraw your acquiescence in

the proposition that the names of tke several Concourse Commission-

ers should be placed in the bill. It is an affront to you person-
ally and officially, and by delegating to the Legislature power and
privilege that belong to you by rignt, you surrenier one of the
duties which you are sworn to discharge. The City of New York
must pay for this improvement, and the Mayor of the city is the
proper appointing authority. To give it to another would be to
evade the law and, in addition, would mean your aquiescence in .a
move that can only end in humiliating you before the public=- - not
on this matter alone but on others far more important. If you
resign your prerogative of office to the Legislature on this, where
is it to lead on every other proposition that involves the exercise
of power in this city? Is it not an entering wedge so that in one
bill after another the same concession will be forced from you?
And if you concede it on this, how can you justly refuse it on any
othe r matte r?

I regard it as a most dangerous precedent. for you to




THE BOARD FPORK THE

PARK AVENUE IMPROVEMENT ABOVE 4106ts STREET

OFFICES

s0x Fifth Avenue, Corner Forty-second Street

COMMISSIONERS

FRANK BULKLEY, PRESIDENT

HENRY L. STODDARD, SECRETARY
WALTER KATTE, SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ALMERIN H. LIGHTHALL

ERNEST HARVIER NEW YORK,. ..

permit to be established, and I earnestly hope you will not allow
it to be carried out. Moreover, once you are irrevocably com-
mitted to the preoposition, you will find that one name after anotier

will be stricken out, and three men substituted with whose politic-

al or otle r affiliations you will not be in harmony. ’i‘hen when it

comes to you, the only ground of objection you can stand upon will
be the personality of the men, and, in case of your veto, the cry
will at once be raised that "organization" men have no chance with
you - - that you are factional and are wrecking the party, etc.,
thus a breach already too wide will be widened and deepened more
than ever.

i know well that my name would never be sanctioned by the
i’latt crowd. I don't expect it to be, and don't want it to be. I
ask no favors of tlem. It was kind of you to include me among
those to be made Commissioners, but I doubt whe ther I want the
place at all, and if I do,I do not want it by the grace of John
Raines, "Ham" Fish am men of that ilk. I am honored by their
unflinching opposition to me, and prefer to have that diatinction
rather than their favor.

Without reg rd to my individual affairs, I am convinced

that to allow this concession to be dragged from you would be a




THE BOARD FOR THE

PARK AVENUE IMPROVEMENT ABOVE 406ta STREET

OFFICES

501 Fifth Avenue, Corner Forty-second Street

COMMISSIONERS

FRANK BULKLEY, PRESIDENT

HENRY L. STODDARD, SECRETARY
WALTER KATTE, SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ALMERIN H. LIGHTHALL

ERNEST HARVIER
NEW YORK,

5 tal mistake on your part. T recall frequent declarations by

you that you would do your duty in the mayor's office, accepting
your responsibilities and expecting the Legislature ét Albany to
do the sane. This process of tying your hands, once begun, will
never end. If the Legislature prefers to ignore this gre.at pub-
lic improvement rather than permit you to exercise your proper
functions in the matvter, ‘the blame for it rests upon that body and
not upon you.

Trusting, therefore, that you will insist upon a bill
giving you the appointing power according to right and usage, and

that you will oppose any invasion of your prerogative, I am,

Very truly yours, .

b . S8

To
Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor's Office,
New York City.




@lhre Olesrelund Gheanmber of Gonrierce.

February l4th, 1896.

Hon. W. L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Sir: The Cleveland Chamber of Commerce extends to you a very cordial invitation
to become its guest on the occasion of its 48th anniversary on Thursday evening
April 30th, and make a brief address on the subject of American gcivic advancement.
As an appropriate title "The business management ofta great city" is supggested.
The Secretary of the Navy has already accepted our invitation to be present and
we are promised an acceptance from Mayor Swift.

The toasts suggested are,

Civil Service in National Goverrment.
He A. Herbert, Seeretary of the Navy.

The business manapgement of & great city.
We L. Strong, Mayor of the e¢ity of New York.

The American city of the twentieth gcentury.
George B. Swift, Mayor of the city of Chicago«

OQur country; our state; our city.
James H. Hoyt, of Cleveland.

These topics all treat of good government and as that subject is
uppermost in the publie mind, public intérent will be sustained and stimulated by
addresses from men who have done great service in fixing attention upon the
responsibility of popular government. Your participation on such an ocoasion
would be indicative of your well known desire to bring the public mind up to a
right appreciation of the need and value of better goverrment in our great cities.

It is sincerely hoped that your engapgements may not prevent an
aceeptance of this invitatior.

By order of the board of directors.

Respectfully,

President.

(]
/é// €t g A% &

. Becretary.
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Hon., Willian L.Strong,
mayor,
My dear sir;=-
The cleveland Chamb2r of Coansred which is a reprase nta-

tive orgaaization, conrposad of more.than a thousand members,- all lead-

- haolds its aanual dinner on the avaning of April

il OusS1iESSs Well,
UC: They. are Very anxious to nhave you coane 9n

sccasion and respond to a toast. The sentinzat thay would

would p2 something in this line, - "Tha Govarnnzat of a Gr2at

You have So many adoiring friends in Ohio ,and gspeeial
this section,that it would pe a very srzat favor to our citizens

you would se2 your way clear to come,

Towill in New Yorg next w22k and will ta<e pl e
calling on you atative of tie Chamber and ma

request. 1 writs this letter at th2 unanimous re jusst

of Directors of the chanbar.

Javy truly yours,

f/ ”y/’ %/, 5 '
AL ¥ a2 P A
{j)a/t. LA )
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(XERMAN SOCIETY OF DEAF MUTES,

Headquarter, 46 Avenue A.
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305 29 B!'my’ N.Y.
March 30th, 1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, and President of the
Board of Estinmde-and Apporticnment,
Tew Tork Tity.

Dear Sirie-

I beg leave to =dbmilt -the Tollswing protest in udd‘ﬂicn;
to one filed with ypu NEreh 28th, 1896, referring to the opening of
the bids and ths awarSdng -of the contracsts Tor the final dispositiom
of the ashes, strset-mweepings andl gardage collectad by the City.

1 aesire in beéheis G the clients for wvhom I was then act-
ing to nov protest against The opening of the bids or awarding of the
contract or comtracts, mafler the proposals as advertised to be opened
and considsred vn Mareh 30%th, 896, for The felilowing among other
reasons?

In a copy now said %o he The only offielsl form of the speci-
fication of sstimate and contract ‘Tor Ihe Tinal disposition of ashes,
street-sweepings, and other refwse sl wwiSbish _the last sentence ef
paragraph “Ad of the Tifth specifi®stion 18 stricken out. This ;
sentence declared it to bs tie Itentien of the Uity te supply storages
pockets at the several Juspdng plsoss er the temporary sterage of the
collections.

The copy of the sald Mpesidicitions Tor saild ccptracts uwpor
which my said eldients were Voaklag W Pheir bille was ré¢éfved frex the




Street Cleaning Deparimenti but the sepntence referrsd to was not
stricken out; and Inhsmivh as the similar provision im the form of
estimates Tor the final disposition-of garbage only, this sentence was
retained my clients were lad bo cenclude thdat it Wwas the purpose of the
City to provide the aferesaid pockets for the temporary reception of
both classps of waderisl.

It 4s jmmatarial to -them whether they are to provide the
aforesaid stérage<povkets Tor both clesses of material, or whether the
City assumes such vhligation; but if thay were to bid on the conditioem
that the sturapge-pockests were to be previded far all kinds of collee-
tions or mal¥Erizl, Their bid would ba considerably less than it would
be were storags-pockets do0 be provided for garbage only.

Dn behalf of my clients I respectfully renew the smbstance
of the protest of March 28th, 1886, so far as the sald protest is ap-
plicabls tv the 'provisions of the spe¢ificetions of the contraet for
the final disposal of the &shes, stieet~aweepings, ete. And especial -
1y that part Of tho-Tormer protest oomprised under sub-division "¢ of
paragragh one. 1 entlose a copy of my Tormer pmotest.

Very truly yours,
' V- o

- if - .a/ P
2Lt S AAEL .
o

p.

e 'f};?f’i-%—»":




HOTEL SAVOY,
59th Street & 5th Avenue,

New York, Meh. 12th, 1898,

Hon. We L. Strong,

Mayor, New York.

On Febs. 27th ult.: there wag 2 conference had at the
Mavor's office, wherein besides yourself Mayor Wurseter of Brocklyn,
Mr. Oryr President of the Rapjd Transit Commissiog, Mr. Georre J.
Gould and 1 participated, and it was then understood that within a
fow davs thereafter I wag to write to you and to the Mayvor of
Brooklyn respecting one of the subjects disecussed, to-wit, the
eroseing of the New York and Brooklyn Bridge by elevated railroad
traire. Mr. Gould wag to communicate with Mr. Orr respecting a.
conférerce with the Rapid Transit Commissionars.
. I write now to explain why I have not addressed the
%
%onmunication above referred to. You will remember that the New
York Qentra) Railroad interests were to be consulted, but it hsze

go heppened theat either Mr . Depew or Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt have

been out of tovn sver since. 1 2 informed by Mr. Depew that Mr,.

Manderbilt will be in New York on Monday or Tuesday next, and at

Mr. Gould's request T have withheld the comnunication I had intend-

gd to send. You will hear from me without fail next week.




I have addresged a communication of liks tenor to the

Mayor of Brooklyr.

JOREy LWL, /.. Z@’ 4), o / £, /ﬁ ¢
7t ¥ LELiAx on

7




T. H. ROBERTS,

Attorney and Counsellor-at-Law,
(WiTH E. B, ESTES & SONS),
4B-427 JOHN STREET,

New York, Mar.30,1896..189

Hon. Mayor Strong,

New York.

Dear Sir:-

The proposition made to you by
the Elevated Railroad Companies, to connect with-
the Bridge, and run cars through Brooklyn, over
the Brisge, and through New York, is received
with great favor in our office, where there
are twenty men using the Bridge and Railways
every morning.

We would be exceedinly glad if the scheme
could be consummated at once, so that such
fearful jams and delays, as we were subject to
this morning, might inta measure be done away
with. We do pray that you will comsummate this
scheme at the earliest practical date.

1t means to each one in our office, and we
are only a few of the many hundred thousands,

who use the Bridge daily, a saving of 30 minutes

each day and five cents. This means forgyeark

4 saving of $15.00 to $20.00, and of 20 days time,

1fv¥iL4cJ% /Qva&1¢/




You can see the immense advantage it will ®

be to the development of Brooklyn. We have used

the Bridge for ten years daily, and we know
something of the fearful inconvenience to which
thousands of Brooklyn people are subject,to get
to the City every morning, and get home again
at night.

Anything you can do to relieve the people
will be greatly appreciated.

Very sincerely yours,
T. H. ROBERTS.
in behalf of himself

and 20 others in the
office.




€ H. ROBERTS:

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW,

212 TULIP STREET, 29TH W ARD,

BROOKL YN, N. Y.

SAUQUOIT O, 160, F. & A. M.

TEFFT POST, 8565, G. A. R.

TUSCARORA LODGE, K. OF H. OFFICE, 45 JOHN ST., N. Y.
HOLTON COUNCIL, JR. O. U, A, M. E. B. ESTES & SONS.
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*HOTEL LAFAYETTE:
LOUIS H. SMITH

S H.
PHILA DELPHIA
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FREDERIC H. BETTS, LAw OFFICES

OF
J. E. HINDON HYDE

. SAMUEL R. BETTS, | BETTS, HYDE & BETTS,
JAMES R. SHEFFIELD, EQUITABLE BUILDING, 120 BROADWAY,

L. F. H. BETTS,
Ll bl NEw YoRrK CITY.

TELEPHONE, 1324 CORTLANDT.

CABLE ADDRESS, ‘'MIRAGE, NEW YORK.” New York, Mareh 31st,1896.

4

Hon.Will'iam L.Strong,
City Hall,

City.

My dear Colonel Strong:

I am in receipt of a letter, enclosed to me by Mr.Hedges,
whieh was sent to youn by Mr.John Claflin, relative to the promotion
of Thomas Lally, now Chief of the Fifth Batallion of the Fire De -
partment.

I khow Chief Lally and his work very well, and he has
often proved himself a bfaw and efficient officer. ﬁut, I cherish
the hope timt, before you commit yourself in any way to his inter-
eBt, you Wwill give me am opportunity of seeing you and explaining
what the gituation is in our Department in-regard to the promotion

" he seekp. .

The endorsgeyient 0f suwh a mn as Mr.Claflin is entitled
to very grobt weighty but I should like to go over with you,some-
what in detail, the eligibility of several candidates, and to get
your opifiton gs t¢ their Titnd s,

Y thaplk you £or ghowipg mé the letter.

With groly pespéet, L remain-

l{m Fdedvaly yours,

V.
>

&




CHICAGO. BOSTON. LONDON. ENG.

i FIRE AND WATER.

Fire and Water.
Weekly, $3 per Year.

AR B ook Fire Protection, Water Supply, Hydraulic, Sanitary and Municipal Engineering.

¥ e e PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY.
Fire Service Review.

Monthly. $.50 per Vear, HEAD OFFICE, 93-97 WILLIAM STREET

Handbook of Water Works Statistics
and Fire Department Equipment.
b el P. 0. BOX 128.

F. W. SHEPPERD, Prop.

NEW YORK, 5-~31--96 , 189

Personal,

THE HONORABLE MAYOR STRONG ,

city Hall,
New York City,
Sir,

We notice that it is your intention to nominate a committee to ac-
company the delegation of the New York Fire Department to the London
Fire Congress, In doing so we would respectfully ask you to take into
consideration the claims of this journal to be included in your 1list.

For twenty years, FIRE AND WATER has been the leading exponent of
fire matters in the United States, and it is the only journal that has
a national reputation in this line, During the last London Congress
we sent a special correspondent to London, and published on that occa-
sion a souvenir edition of the paper, which proved a great surprise to
our brothers on the other side, on account of the enterprise displayed
by the publisher, in producing such an elaborate journal, devoted ex-
clusively to the subject of fire protection, !

In mentioning these facts, we would say that we are prepared to
issue such another publication for the coming @ongress, and feel that
we are in a position to uphold the dignity and importance of the mils-
sion of our firemen to London,

We take the liberty of sending you under separate cover, copy of
the special edition for the London Fire Congress, and also a recent
issue of our regular edition, in which you will find portraits of the
New York Fire Department o”ficials,

Trusting that you will be able to give this matter your serious
consideration, we remain,

Respectfully Yours,

FU D hepfor




_t:;z”' Z%%y‘ W January 20, = /59¢€.

Hotl, W. L. BHUTONE,
Mayor New York City.
Dear 3ir:-
I am requested to inform you that a hear-—

ing will be given by the Senate Cities Committee

=

o

upon Senate bills, Nos.687, 68, €9, ¢ Y1 and 108,

on Thursday, Jenuary 28, at 23:30 P. M.
Anything vou desire to bring before the
Comnittee will be gladly heard at that time.

Enclosed find copy of the bill,

Respectfully vours,




Hon. W. L. S8trong,
Mayor, New York City.
Dear Sir:-
I am requested to inform you that a hear-

ing will be given bu the Senate Citles Committee:

upon 8enate bhHill No. 78 on Thursday, February 4,

at 2:30 P. M.
Anything you desire to bring before the
Committee will be gladly heard st that time.
Inclosed find copy of the bill.

Respectfully yours,

m Clerk.




Stute ot New farlk,
Office ot thy
Clerk ot the Senaty,
Albiy,
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NEVADA N. STRANAHAN.
THIRTY-SEVENTH DIsTRICT.

/
/

dirccted to lilomi you

genatec Comvittee on Citles on

1¢clogo copy of tho biil,
ogpectiully yours,
VWL\‘} Cloricy

.
1 LOFf o




NEVADA N. STRANAHAN.
THIRTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT.

81r; =

I am directed to inform you that you will be ; ¢

granted a hearing on Senate Bills/ F¢3 ;435717,_7 o

before the Senate Committee om Cifies on
NI D 7 U erifl S O
et 2 3E - (oA
I edolese eopY Of the Dilly rssccor Gz fmrate

— ey
Respectfully yours,

B :
%W"“ 0lerk,

Senate Committee on Cities.




NEVADA N. STRANAHAN.
THIRTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Sir;--

I am directed to inform you that you will be

cranted e hearing on Senate Pi118$ £LL372- 83 8V 524/

before the Senate Cormitte on Cities on
%447/ rrerch /7
at 288
I enclose copy of the bill,
Respeetfully yours,

W/ﬁ’ﬁ%ﬂ/ clerk,

Senate Committee on Cities




Form No. 47%.

e

o / ALBANY, N. Y,%/wwgé .....

Notice is hereby given that a hearing on Assembly Bill,&prmted No/fB

ol wnll Qoul{u/n} WM Fa sz%«r’w sehivi . ;
A (A copy of m is herewith enclosed’ will be had Defore the Committee on Affairs of

Cities, in the Assembly Parlor, Capitol Building, on theo?/éﬁg ....................... day of

&)
oy IO Bt (2.....o'clock, P. M.

S, 6t

GEORGE C. AUSTIN,

Chairman.




’"/\ 2 e

é(// é A Rr e u Tl 6L/( )/a

//‘7 . Laf s7/ é Leii i

%/( 4 /% %t/(,cca»zq L O \/ﬁ

(a/A </ t2¢ _P7c [(7 Crzeees

/jitw / &am)

Z// 75;7 74//7

 / = /)/7/t/¢¢(/ . %’z
C O it (2




NEVADA N. STRANAHAN.
THIRTY-SEVENTH DisTRICT.

s BT

I am direeted to inform you that you will be

granted & hearing on Senate Bill ﬁf/;?ﬁfi:3

befo”o the Senate Committee on Cities on

%m,& o

I enelose cory of the bill,
Respectfully yours,
9/,//7Z2£<jé?;Aéi?gﬁgéZAAlf g1erk,;

Senate Comiittee on Cities,
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New York, March 31st, 1896.

Dear Sir:

I hear from the Chairman of the
Committee on Cities that in making his
announcement of adjournments he meant
Thursday April 2nd, instead of Tuesday
March 31st.

You will please attend, as it is

very important that we should meet the

opposition.

Yours truly,
FORDHAM MORRIS,

Chairman.
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Kingsbridge, New Yerk, March , 1898,
Hen., William L, Streng, :

Mayer of the City of New Yerk,
The undersigned, residents and property ewners of the
North Side, respectfully request your faverable consideration of -
Senate Bill #4765, intreduced by Semater Guy, and entitled, *'' An
aet tollay out, establish, builld and maintaiu a Causeway or Viaduct
for use as & Public Street Across Jerome Park Reservoir, from Jers

eme Avenue to Sedgwick Avemue, in the City of New York,''
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HHouse of Representatives U. .,
qvvaﬁu“qwo”bqb'Gaaﬂihﬁﬁﬁﬂy;ﬂiﬁ%T—a/a§78'

Hon. Willianm L. Strong,
12 West b67th Streect, N. Y. ~
My Dear Sir:- )

5
s,

T visited New York on Saturday in ordor to consult with

you regarding bills affecting the new annexed district. I was disap-

pointed in finding you out of tovnﬁ to be obliged to return without

seeing you. I had tried to seec you once before, before the bills
referred to were introduced, in order to receive any suggestions you
might have to make, prior to their introduction, And now I should like
to consult with you before the bills are passed, so that any suggestions
yvou might want to make could be incorporated by wey of amendment to

the bills, before their final passe

&

e. I now write to learn whether,
In oase I could not soon get awey agein during the day time, it would be
agreeable to you to have me call for a few moments at your house in the
evening. In such ocase, I ocould leave here on the four o'clock Coligres-
sionel Limited, after the House hes adJourned for the day, and after
seeing you, could return on the night twrain, arriving here again in the
morning.
I beg to remain,

Yours, with respect,

-




o 1

Frouse of Bepresentatives W. B.

Tashington, 1. @.




(8

Tronse of Wepresentatives W. $.

Tashington, 1. @.




ALFRED BENJAMIN & CO.

49-51-53 LAFAYETTE PLACE.

New York, April 1st, 1896.

.

Hono wmo Lo St!‘Ong,

My dear Sir:

1

I visited the Hebrew Institute
last evening, and was very glgd to have the opportu-
nity of being present at the meeting over which you

presided. I had never given the push cart question

any thought, but was much impressed by the earnest

i

views expressed by yourself, Col. Waring and Mr.

® .

Roosevelt, especially with what they said of their

desire to hg;p thesF people in their struggle. I am
very sure that the ap?eal made to the audience to
respect‘ the laws and carry on their vocation with a
due regard to the law, wi}l have its influence.

I must, however, say to you that the solution
suggested teemg to me tp be entirely inadequate. I
do not.believe that One or two market houses will be

a satisfactory solution of the question. These




people are push cart peddlers because of the necessity
of carrying their wares into the very midst of those
to whom they sell, and the location of a market house
ﬁould only destroy their business as peddlers. Some
of their number with an esthblishedhfoliowfng ﬁight
find it possible to do their tradiﬂg at#a specified
locality in some paéticﬁlar market house, but a number
of them would lose ever& opportunity of selling their
wares unléss they were perﬁiited tovcontinue their
vocation on the same lines that they do ﬁow: It

seems to me that the most practicable sugéés;io; that

was made was the one made by Col. Waring, when he

asked that the men should assist the Street Cleaning

~-Department by hanging a basket, or bag or something

else on their cart; into which the refuse shoﬁld be
thrown, instead of throwing.it upon the Streets, and
if in édditioﬁ tb fhis the ;imeilimit now‘ailowéﬁ by
the ordinance was extended to s;y 20 mintues, would
probably be all that was neceséary in the case.

I attach no value to‘the statement made that

the Streets are well-nigh impassable, because that is

no hardship. The Streets referred to are inhabited
by a eclass of people who are perfectly willing to
have their Streets crowded, and are accustomed to it.
I admit that if these push cart peddlers should fill
up the uptown Streets, say 57th St., between 5th and
6th Ave., that they would create a nuisance by their
erowding which should be abated at once, but in their
own locality the case is entirely different.

I take the liberty of writing you my views on
this question, and ask that you take them into
consideratione.

Believe me, my dear Sir,

Very truly yours,

: ;%Mﬁcd/




WILLIAM ISELIN & CO,,

P. O. BOX 387.

NEW YORK.
%&%4/ April 1st,1896,

CABLES: GREENCANAL, N. Y.

Hon,William L.Strong, T

C

Mayor,City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

Permit me as a resident and praperty holder of Brooklyn
to express to you my hearty approval of;and sincere thanks for ,
the stand you have taken in regard to doing away with the nuisance
of changing cars at the Brooklyn Bridge terminals, especially on
the Brooklyn side. 1 have often spoken to neighbors about the
eolossal want of judgment on the part ff those in authority, in
maintaining such a discomfort —novher;jlhe world would a state of
affairs like this be tolerated so long,- If the rolling stock,
either on the Elevated Roads,or on the Bridgeﬂis not adgpted to
the requirements,it can be,andshould be changed forthwith.

Suppose in traveling from here to Chicago, or to any other point,
a passenger should have to change cars - without even counting
the olimbing and descdending- at every Bridge in the land, what
would he say ?

Therefore I am very glad indeed to see the initiative
you have taken, and trust you will not stop before this affront to
ecamon sense is remedied; you will merit and receive the gratitude
of the entire community.

V4

Yours very;respectfullyg

1/ g /i (/) / /
&#/, t . // / /
Il / 750 Lo ebfes
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New York, April 1st, 1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor .of the City of New York,
City Hall, New York City.

There are either in the possession of either yourself or
Colonel George E. Waring, Jr., Commissioner of Street Cleaning,
Official Certificates signed by the Mayor, Comptroller, Chamberlain,
City Engineer and the City Superintendent, of the City of Troy, sta-
ting and setting forth that the Contract between the City of Troy
and myself for the disposition or cremation of the City refuse of
that City is being faithfully and promptly performed by me and has
been so faithfully and promptly performed for the last past two
years and one-half, and that nc complaints against the manner of my
performance of such contract has ever been made by them or of any
of the Citizens of Troy.

I beg to state to you that the statements contained in such

certificates can be fully and satisfactorily verified by you or

Colonel Waring, and I ask and court a most rigorous official in-

vestigation by you or the Colonel of the truthfulness and exactness
of such statements. I take the liberty of requesting that such
inquiry be instituted as a simple act of justice to me as one of
the bidders for the proposed contract now pending and under consid-

eration for the final disposition of the garbage &c. of this City.




As to my financial responsibility I respectfully refer you to
the National Bank of Troy,of which I am a Director, as well as to
any reputable citizen of that City.

I have been the disbursing agent for the past four years in the
City of Troy for the Government of the United States, having full

charge and control of the expenditure of the Government at Troy in

relation to said Government's Building there, and during said period

of four years I have paid and disbursed for the Government over
Poyr hundred thousand dollars ($400,000.)

In addition to the above I beg to state that I am worth over
Eighty thousand dollars ($80,000.) above all liabilities and consid-
er myself fully able to carry on and consummate the present pro-
posed contract with this City if it shall be awarded to me.

I remain, sir, with great respect,

Your Obedient Servant,

i T Mzl

2001 Fifth Avenue,
Troy, N. Y.

P. 8. The American Surety Company of this City
after thorough investigation of my res-
ponsibility willingly became surety on
my bond for One hundred thousand ($100,000.)
dollars.




New York, April 1lst,h 1896.

Hon. William L. Strong, /;“\\

\

Mayor of the City of New Yorﬁ?””ﬁ
Dear Sir:-

At the Annual Meeting of the Eclectic Medical Society of the
State of New York, held in New York City, March 25th, 1896, the follow-

ing Resolution was unanimously adopted;

'RESOLVED: That public officials, departments and boards
be and are requested to adopt such rules and regulations as will pro-
vide for the appointment of physicians to public hospitals and in-
stitutions upon civil service examination only, and for the admission
of all physicians holding the license or endorsement of the Board of
Regents to competition on such examination for all places to be filled
without regard to their particular schools of medicine.¥

We indulge the hope and expectation that your official action

and influence will be to further this measure of justice, meting out

equally and impartially to all worthy members of the medical pro-

fession.

Yours respectfully,




PO.BOX 2371.

W C L L s
Cammisston Hecelnts
A% X AT Worare S,

€ ew Work

P oia,  322C Sr.
b 5 B o G el New York, April 2, 1896.

Dear Colonel,

The road way that the Driving Club and bicycle
people are very anxious to have improved, is the Kingsbridge road,
commencing at the foot of the hill, I should think this would be in
the neighborhood of 200th St, running from there up to the new bridge,
across the canal, and from there on to what 1 think is called The King's
Bridge, over the Spuyten Duyvel Creek.

This is the main thoroughfare for everybody
going to Yonkers, either on bicycles or driving, aud the Driving Club is
situated at the old Seaman Marble House, at 217th 8t., and anyone going
to that c¢lub has to go over this road.

As it 18 now, it is worse than any country road
could possibly be, as it has side walks and curbing, while the road way
itself, is a dead level, The result is that any time there is a }ain,‘
it is a sea of mud, and when it dries up, it is very rough. 1In very dry
weather the dust is a foot deep, making the road absolutely impassable
for bieycles at any time, and as the eity ordinance prevents them from
riding on the side walks, it makes a stretch of over a mile of the
worst road that there i1s in the neighborhood.

The Driving Club are particularly anxious to
have this road improved; in faect, everybody who has occasion to go out
of town at the north end of the island, is. I1f it is impossible to fix

it up permanently, if they could only round it up in the middle and turn-

pike it, and put a 1little gravel on, 1%t would make a road way




PO.BOX 2371.

"///'(‘ // / 0 .(' /
: /z:zéuzﬁzcagz/kég%
Commisster Herelpints
7% 23T Wowrn S,

(€ Qe Tpart ™

P , 322 CesTnutSr.
HILADELPHIA ;:zg::it:rss: -2 New York, April 2, 1896.

Bosrton,

that would be fairly passable, which 18 not the case now.

When Mr . Brookfield was in office, he promised
to have this fixed last Fall, and my impression is that they did do some-
thing towards fixing up the lower part of the hill, but they did not go
beyondthe foot of the hill, if they completed it as far as that even.

1t is an improvement that is needed as much as

anything in the way of paving, in the e¢ity, and one that would be

appreciated by a very large number of the people.

Yours truly,

S




A N, VIR S i)
desis
o
/:/m Bty e 72,(;44/4/ LA i
L Wj—;ﬁj
Y o Q:AZ@ L /VWW [ 574
i WW dok M reg bl WL ey pn

¢ - i I B el e b b
i el




MR HOWELL'S DEFENSE

To the Stinging Report of the
Bridge Investigating Committee.

THE SANDS STREET PROPERTY.

The Bridge President Claims that the
Property Bought from the Railroad
Company Was a Bargain—Won’t An-
swer Any of the Other Charges-—
Trustee Keeney Not at His Headquar-
ters in the Eagle Building,

Bridge President.Howaell was asked this
morning by a “Citizen” reporter what he
had to say in regard to the report of the
Assembly Cities Investigating Committee,
in which it was recommended that both he
and Seth L. Keeney be legiglated out of
office,

“There is one point of the report that I
wish to speak about,” said the Bridge presi- |
dent, “and that is in reference to the pur-
chase of the Plava property from the
Brooklyn City Railroad,

“The Commission appointed for the pur-
chase of the property for the Bridge paid
more money for adjoining property than the
property of the Brooklyn City Railroad
Company. The property at No. 10 Sands
streets, adjoining that of the Brooklyn
UOity’s, was purchased by the Commission
for $51,000, or at the rate of $2,000 per
front foot. The property at No. 17 High
street was hought at $22,500, or at the rate
of $900 per front foot,

“The property purchased from the Brook-
Ilyn City Railroad Company, which now
comprises the Plaza, was 72 feet on High
street and 72 feet on Sands street. This
piece of land was purchased by the trustees
for $150,000. Now, if we had paid the same
rate as the Commission did for adjoining
property the purchase of the Brooklyn City
Railroad’s property would have cost the
| Bridge trustecs $216,000, instead of $150,-
000.

“Our counsel accepted the terms of the
railroad, and we bought the land at a less
figure than was paid for adjoining property.

“I don’t find any fault with the report.
In fact, considering the conditions and the
motives which prompted the report, it is a
fair one. As regards anything else in the
report I have absolutely nothing to say.”

To all other questions put to My, How-
ell by the reporter, Mr. Howell answered
with “I have nothing to say.”

Mr. Henriques, one of the trustees, in
answer to a question, said: “Any eritic-
ism that these gentlemen may make of my
conduct as trustee I regard with indiffer-
ence, My position ‘'on the Plaza question is
well known.”

. Mr. Henriques was the only member of
tae regular trustees who opposed the plan
to give the Plaza“to the Brooklyn Heights
Railroad.

" Seth L. Keeney, the trustee most hit by
the report, was sought after in vain, He
' was not at the Bridge office this morning,
A reporter called at his headquarters, in
the “Eagle” Building, and was told that,
though it was usual for him to be there, he
did not put in an appearance there to-day,
At his Clermont avenue home it was said
that Mr. Keeney was not in.

Bridge Treasurer Edward Barr, in |
'} reference to the recommendation in the re-
port to do away with the position of treag-
irer, and have a trustee do the work, gayve
gihe following statement to a “Citizgn” pe-

orter:

“Mayors Schieren and Strong, reposing

nfidence and trust in me, nominated me

T treasurer. I came here as a business :

an, regarding public office d4s a public |

ust. I have faithfully performed the |
ties of my office, #nd I shall continue to.

80 as long as I remain the incumbent,”

s i




ARTHURW. SOPER,
[60 BROADWAY, N.Y,

oA
April 2d,

Strong,

.

Hon. Wa.

City Hall, New York.

tav ~ o
)'x&d or.

otice your decision about granting r

ttan Railroad, and congratulate you. I believe you
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0l rL

S

more for the City New Yo and its people than

I .Lu,..ve

to get to their homes in the crowded, platform

trying

S

and of late have more particularly noticed it from

forced, from the crowded condition of the cars, to ri

platforms, even in storwus. his is certainly a great

could he remedied by the Manhattan road having

wore tracks and trains, which would relieve

*

tlie only that we can expect

£

possible way

come, and it would fhot injure a single incividual or

~)

York., When we take into consideration the freedom fr

the elevated roads, the absolute safety and

in the open air, it is unquestionahly the only satisfi
‘- b L J

of transporting our people to the north of the Harlex

should have heen granted the road

1
servant -’/

privileges many

Your obedient 4
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NICHOLsoN®& co.,
150 BROADWAY,

BUSINESS PROPERTY EXCLUSIVELY.

. FIRE-PROOF BUILDINGS

A SPECIALTY. NEW YORK, April 2, 1896,

S o e -
e S ”“‘/ Styar CF

Dear Sir:--

Referring to the presentment just made by the grand jury

in regard to the condition of the Register's office and their earnest
recommendation that temporary fire-proof quarters shonld immediately
be procured, we beg to say that we have ready for immediate occupancy
the most desirable property in this City for the purpose, vizé--

the New Rhinelander Building, cor. William and Chambers St. only about
600 feet from the present Register's office.

The building is 80 x 100 and is the strongest, most firee
proof and best lighted of any of which we are acquainted.

We can give you two floors and arrange & number of brick
vaults for additional security of the valuable records, which will be
fire, bomb and burglar proof,

We will call on you at once with diagram of premises and go
with you to inspect the same if desired.

We may here say that the rent will be made entirely satis-
factory,

Yours very trul













" THE HOMES OF THE' PGOR.
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Fifteen Persons Have Been Killed Within a Week in Tenement-House Fires
for Lack of the Safeguards Required by Law.
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e [ Fifteen Persons Have Been Killed Within a Week in Tenzment-House Fires
for Lack of the Safeguards Required by Law.
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%/y/ﬁ/ Boad, // Yicrete:

DIRECTORS.

R. Lixpsay COLEMAN,
Chairman,

R. PuiLir GORMULLY.
Geonrce H. Dav.

W. J. Brurr.

C. W. DicKERSON,
A. L. GArFoRD,
Joseru McKez.
Wu. A. REDDING.
C. F. Smrth.

A. G. SPALDING.

E. C. STBARNS,
WirLiam F, WiLson.
Josern L. YosT.

BXECUTIVE
COMMITTER.

R. Linnsay CoLrmAN,
Chai

R. PaiLir GorMULLY,
George H. Dav.

A. G. SPALDING.
WiLLiam F. WiLson,
Josern McKrE.

Wu. A. ReppING.

STANDING
COMMITTBES.

Legislation.

AF. J. STimson
Chairman.
Grorce R. BipwELL,
A. L. GARFORD,

PRESS.
R. PHiLIP GORMULLY,
Chairman.
GrorGe PorE.
WiLLiam F. WiLson.

MEMBERSHIP.

C. F. SmiTH,
Chairman,

C. W. Dickerson.

Joseru L. YosT.

TRANSPORTATION.

W. J. Brurv, Chairman,
E. C. STEARNS.

Joszpn L. YosT.

C. F. SmiTh.

C. W. DickeRrson.

RACING.

E. C. STRARNS
Chairman.

H, B, RavMonD,
A. G. SPALDING,
COUNSEL.

F. J. STimson.
Wn. A. REDDING.

G FoadV I Ny Sorkt Cutry,

April 4th, 1896.

o

William .. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
City Hall, New York.

Dear Mr. Mayor:

You will remember that I called upon you last week,
to give you the benefit of my knowledge of the administrat-
ion of the Exempt Volunteer Firemen's Benevolent Fund, the
Directors of which are now seeking, by legislation, an
extension of its enjoyment of the two per cent. tax levied
on foreign Insurance Companies doing business in this City,
and, at that time, you indicated acceptance of my suggest-
ion to write you what J had stated, so that you might have
the matter before you, ~ which J am now pleased to do.

The Trustees of the Exempt Volunteer Firemen's
Association were active in agitating the extension referred
to in last yvear's Legislature. The Bill was considered
by the Committee on Cities, of which T was a member. ‘The
information, as gleaned at the hearings, was 80 contradict-
ory and inconclusive that, upon the introduction of a resol-
ution to have a sub-sommittee hold sessions in this City,
for the purpose of giving the subject fuller attention, a
Committee (of which T was Chairman,) was appointed.

We held several sessions in the rooms of the
Association in Canal Street, and J will say at once that
anything but a satisfactory administration of the money in
charge of the Trustees was everywhere evident. The
system of payment, up to that time, was extremely loose,
and, while it was set forth to be their practice that the
recommendations of the Trustee in each district were con-
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sidered by the full Board of Trustees, it was admitted that
the recommendations of no Trusteeé had been refused favor-
able action by the Board, permitting the assumption that
each Trustee arbitrarily determined the treatment accorded
all the beneficiaries resident in his district.

Further, as all payments were made in cash, the on-
ly voucher which could be audited was the receipt of the
beneficiary of the money, which was paid frequently through
third parties. The workings of such a method, afford-
ing as it would a most complete opportunity for the mis-
appropriation of the fund by a dishonest trustee, was
extremely reprehensible, particularly in view of the fact
that the inadequacy of it had been frequently called to
the attention of the trustees by good friends of the fund,
and was received in contemptuous silence. This aspect
of the matter seemed to more than bear out the charges of
these same good friends that the fund was being diverted
to personal and political uses.

Tt was impossible for the Committee to examine into
these charges as completely as they would have wished,
but I can say to you, confidentially, that J believe they
could have been well and truly substantiated, for, during
the course of our investigation several items tended to
show the accuracy of the charges which were made, and such
Ttems ¥ am pleased to review to you.

- 1t was the good rortunn of the committco, on the
day of one of its sessions, to witness the payment of pen-
sions to over one hundred of the heneficiaries, each one

or whom was questioned closely by myself, to determine how

~far necessary the pension was to the individual. = Prom
these examinations, while the abuse of the Trustee's sole
power was evident, the majority of cases presented pitiable
cogditions, which must have been but poorly relieved by
any benefits they received from this fund. Poor o0ld
men and women, seventy or eighty vears of age, blind,
maimed and infirm, came there for their money, and the
instant concern whieh they inspired was as to how their
condition permitted their preaanc-.

An examination of five vouohorn, all purporting to
be signed by the same third party, on behalf of the
beneficiary, were in distinctly different handwritings.

A woman benefigiary, at the time that quarterly payment
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was made her, put her money away in a fancy leather reti-
cule, and quite evidenced a condition which would preclude
the benefits of the fund being necessary to her. s
child, between thirteen and fourteen years of age, who,
with her brother or sister together enjoyed a regular
allowance, - as orphans,- wore small diamond earrings, and,
while cases of like character were noted, these are surfic-
ient to show that some regulation is necessary.

Aside rrom any claims that may be made by the
Fire Department that the two per cent. tax is regularly
paid Pire Departments throughout the State, and aside from
any claim of right which the Volunteers put forth for an
extension of its enjoyment of this tax, we may conclude
that there are numerous beneficiaries either wholly or
partly in need of the pensions as have been paid them,
and J would say, as regards all of these proper benefic-
iaries, that their condition of life at present, taken
in connection with the service which either they or theirs
have rendered the City in years gone by, makes it our duty
to see that while they live, they should be in receipt of
at least as much &as they receive now, and T am free to
add that any other treatment would be 11tt1e short of
barbarous.

To relieve the disposition of the fund from the
evils which are charged to the Trustees will require that
sole administration by the trustees shall be terminated,
and, as J have given the matter considerable thought, I
have formulated a plan which I believe would properly fit
the situation, and which I am pleased to give herewith in
detall.

The Trustees of this fund should be comprised of
the Commissioners of the Fire Department, acting together
with three of the Trustees of the Exempt Volunteer Firemen's.
Association who should consider for action the recommendat-
ions of three paid inspectors, two of whom would be appoint-
ed by the Exempt Firemen's Association and the other by
the Fire Commissioners. The fund, as now invested,
should be transferred to the name and administration of
. such trustees, and a portion of the two per eant. tax, for
~the next five or ten years, should be added to the amount
of the fund, At such time, when all the beneficiaries
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have died or the demands on the fund ceacse, then whatever
balance remains should be transferred to the Pension Fund
of the Fire Department. ‘ :

I believe this system, affording as it will an
opportunity to revise the 1list of beneficlaries, - reducing
their number to those properly entitled to its benefits, -
effecting by some well considered rules on the part of the
Trustees the impossibility of diverting the fund and pre-
venting its use as a political factor, will be found a
satisfactory solution, and must be considered favorably by
all good friends of these poor old people, whom they will
then know will be well cared for while they live, e

Permit me to suggest that you have at your command,
in effecting this reformation, Commissioner Monks, of the
Dock Department; Mr, Stephenson, President of the Home Bank
in West Forty-second Street, and many other reputable citi-
zens, whom J know, if called upon, will give you such aid
in the Volunteer Association to put this plan into effect
as will be necessary. ! :

Permit me to add, Mr. Mayor, that the only desire
T have in this matter comes from a full sympathy for these
poor old peop “and every human impulse demands that they
be cared forrﬁ c¢ch 1 know you are in sympathy with, and
hope you can effect. : e

I am,'

Yours respectfully,
O Sty Pt
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THE MANUFACTURERS’ SYNDICATE.

GEORGE DRAKE SMITH,

Wholesale and Steam Carpet

AY
Retail. SELLING AGENT, Cleaning.

151 EasT 125TH STREET.
Carpets, Oil Cloths, Rugs, Lace Curtains, Fixtures, Shades, Etc.

DIRECT FROM THE LOOI1, NO MIDDLE PROFITS.
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