~ COMMISSIONERS
~———" EDWARD C.O'BRIEN.PRes.

EDWIN EINSTEIN. Treas’ JOHN MONKS.

GEOQ. S.TERRY, Seacretary.
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Honorable William L. Strong,

Mayor, City of New York.

Referring to your communication of the 29th ultimo, trans-
mitting complaint of Charles Grosskurth in reference to the condi-
tion of East 53rd Street, I beg to transmit herewith copy of com=-

munication sent him in relation thereto,

Yours respectfully,

ENCLOSURE,

Secretary.
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Hon, William L. 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Sir:-

: I beg to gcknowledge receipt of your communication eof
the 8th instant, enclosing letter from Mr. Charles Grosskurter relative
to the condition of the dock at the foot of Bast 53rd Street, and in
vroply thereto would say that orders have been issued and the material
has been gotten ready for bringimg up the bulkhead face at that location
to the new grade required by the work of the Department of Public Works,
and it is expected that to morrow morning this work will be actually
begun, and it will be completed as soon as practicable theroaftert .

Yours respectfully,

_,////’Eécreta:?T‘
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New York, Qetober 5, 1897,

SUBJECT. Sunary Plans of improvement before the Sinking Fund

Commissioners,
To the Board of Docks:
Gent lemen: -

I beg to call your attention to the
faet that several of the important plans of the Department have
been sent to the Sinking Fund Commissioners for their appr oval and
no action has been taken upon them, and in consequence the work of
the Department is greatly retarded.

The plan, which at this time is of most importance, which is
before t hem, is the Fall River Agreement, which awaits the ir app
proval., West Street at Murray Street is feaffully erowded at all
times dur ing the day andthe traffic there at times is so congested
as to prevent the carrying on of business. If this strip of the
waterfront could be improved it would greatly facilitate the trans-
action of the shipping business at the lower rpart of the city and I
beg leave to recommend that the attention of the Sinking Fund Com-
missioners be called to this matter and that action in the matter
be requested at the earliest possible date.

The plan for the improvement of the Harlem River hetween Third
and Seve nth Avenue s is al so before them, having been sent them on
2nd January, 1896, Imrpovements are under contemplation at
that locality and it would be to the interest of thatpart of the
city to have the plan approved als 0, if it were possible.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) M,C.Parker,
lst Asst Engineer.
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Honorable William L. Strong,

Mayor and Chairman, Sinking Funa Commission,

At 2 meeting of the Board of Docks held this date, I was
direeted to transmit the enclosed copy of a report of the Engineer
in Chief in relation to sundry plans for improvement now pending
before the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and to request that
early action be taken on the é}pproval of said plans,

Yours respectfully,

ENCLOSURE.
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Hon.William L.Strong,
Mayor and Chairman of Gommlssioners of Sinking Tund.
Sir:

' Under date of July lst, by directioﬁ oft the Board of Docks, ¥
transmitted %o you a resolution passed At 2 méetipg held thabt day in ref-
erence to the alteration and amendment of plan Tor the improvement of |
the water Tront and harbor of the City of Méw York etd., on the Rast
River between Whitehall Boat Slip and MOntgomepy &treet.

In that compunieation T wAs @&irpéted by the President to re-

quest you to advise when the same weuld be consldered by your Honorable

Commission, as he desired to be heard in oppositton tharete.
I am Turther directed, to-day, by Commissioners Blnstein and
Monks to state that they alsfi wish to know when the mattésr will come up
Tor consideration as they desire -to be heard in favor of sald proposef
alteration and aﬁenﬁmenta.
Yours roSpeptfully
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{/ COMMISSIONERS
" EDWARD C. O'BRIEN, Pres.
— EDWIN EINSTEIN,Treas. ;" JOHN MONKS.

f / ) &
= __ Gt /// Nov. 18, 1897.

GEO.S.TERRY, Secrefary.

T ——

To the nonara!ﬂe william L. Btrohg,
Mayor of the City of New !f['\wk.

1 haye the homor to present thé apnual report of the Depart-
ment of Doeks for the year commeneing May lst, 1896, and ending
April B0th, 1897, as disélosed by the record§ of this Dgpgriment,
goptainings”ipt « The names, Qeeupatiop and compensation of all per-
sens pPpolpted apd employed by said Department. 2ndy; 4 ghatement

of the q_otion of the Poard for the past year, classified with res

forenge tb the various subjests spd duties which bave engaged the

attention of the Bogrd. 3rd, A lisgt of ghe arders gpd rules made
by said Board and a desgription of the ”M!'M#,zf”“ by said De-
partment, the payments made by said Departmept and the purposes and
amount s thereof, and the leases made by said DBepartment, Tor what
term, at what rent, to whom and for what property.”

Very repgpectfully,

o

Pregident,
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EDWARD C. OBRIEN Pres.
EDWIN EINSTEIN, Treas JOHN MONKS.

/

GEES?TER‘EY,Secr;iaE'y. ~= = 5 f'/ K ,/////% NOV. 50’ 18970

Dear Mr. Mayor:-

Enclosed I hand you copy of a communication address-
ed this day to the Comptroller of the City. - Every day's delay in the
payment of this sum only increases the cost of the improvement. The delay

seems to0 be unneces sary. If you think well of the suggestion, I would

1ike to have you call the Comptroller's attention to the matter.

Very sincergly yours,

(9/3,\ Sl

Prosident.
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~ EDWARD C.O'BRIEN, Pres.
EDWIN EINSTEIN,Treas. #* JOHN MONKS.

Nov, 30, 1897.

Hon. Ashbel P. Fitch,
Comptroller, City of New York.
S 1r:-

I understand that the awards of the Commissioners of Estim-
ate and Assessment for the blocks between Jane and Horatio, and Horatio
and Gansevoort Streets, West Street and Thirteenth Avenje, aggregating
one and one half million dollars, were confirmed by the Supreme Court

October 30th.

I should be glad to have you direct the payment of these avﬁrds

at as early a date as practicable, for the reason that they are drawing
six per cent interest, while the City is paying only three and one half
per cent on the last issue of Dock Bonds. A large saving in interest
can therefore be secured to the city by the prompt payment of these
claims.

. Yours respectfully,
(signed) E. C. O'Brien,

President.
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— T
GEO.S.TERRY, Secretary.

5. TERRY. Secrotary. 2,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
81 ri-
On the 30th ultimo, an ordinance was passed by the Board of

Aldermen to regulate and grade 12th Avenue from the south side of 52nd
Street to the north side of 58th Street, and to set curb stones and flag
sidewalks for a space of four feet wide throﬁgh the centre of same.

As.lzth Avenue adjoins the marginal street, wharf or place of this De-
partment, from 52nd to 58th Streets, it is inadvisable to lay flagging
or set curb stones on the westerly side thereof, and I have been directed
to request you to withhold your approval of said ordinance until it is
modified in that respect by the Board of Aldermen.

Yours respectfully,
B ST
/%/W ( lertey,

2

“ (Vee/ Secretary.







~ COMMISSIONERS
EDWARD C.O'BRIEN, Pres.
EDWIN EINSTEIN,Treas. (;vf JOHN MONKS.

GE&S,TER)R_Y, Secre(a‘ry
el gt e

- o Jeft (Jor/? Deesllth, 1897.
i

Hon.William L.Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Sir:
“Your communication of the 9th instant giving notice of the

meeting at the Mayor's Office Friday, December 10th 1897, at 2.30 P.M.,

did not arrive until too late for this Board to take action in relation
thereto, Commissioners Monks and Einstein having left the office for the
day.

Under date of the 10th instant, the Counsel to the Corporation
advised this Board that a formal transfer of the public records in this
Department 1s necessary and a schedule showing the re-assignement .and
re-designation of the subordinates and employees at present in this De-
partment, to the positions'and salaries to be held and received by such
subordinates and employees under the Department of Docks and Ferries,as
creétéd by the Gréater New York Charter, should be furnished.

As Commissioner Einstein is absent from the office to-day, it
will be impossible to hdid a speclal meeting in order to carry out the

instructions of the Counsel to the Corporation, but this will be done on

Monday next.
Yours respectfully

&&[VKA
' / o Ak 2 President.
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DeparTMENT OF Docks,

PIER A, FOOT OF BATTERY PLACE, NORTH RIVER,

-

Q. 5. GREENE, Jn;, OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF.

New York, December I0th,1897 1§

ENGINSER-IN-CHIEF.
“~

REPORT OF ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF ON LETTER OF HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,DATED
6Sth DECEMBER, 1897, IN RELATION TO A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF
AIDERMEN TO REGULATE AND GRADE 12th AVENUE FROM 52nd STREET TO
58th STREET.

In the Beoard of Aldermen G. O. 1859, being a resolution
and ordinanee te the effect that 12th avenue from the socuth side
of 52nd street te the north side of 58th street be regulated and
graded, the curbstone set and sidewalks flagged, a space of 4
feet wide through the centre thereof x x x x x x X X X X
X2 X RIX X B R X BiR x x was passed and is now before
the Mayor. As 12th avenue adjoins on its westerly side the
marginal, street, wharf or place of the Department of Docks,
making the whole area 250 feet wide at this point, it will be very
undesirable to have the curbstones and sidewalks laid or placed
on the westerly side ef said 12th avenue; because such curbstones
and sidewalks will constantly interfere with access to and from
the piers and bilkheads frem 52nd to 58th streset.

I recormend, therefore, that the ordinanee be modified
so as not to require the laying ef sidewalks and placing of eurbe
stones on the westerly side of said avenue, but that the pavement
be extended to the marginal street, wharf of place of the Depart-
ment of Docks. .

/
Engineer=in-Chief. .

LY
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" COMMISSIONERS
e EDWARD C.O'BRIEN, Pres.
e EDWIN EINSTEIN,Treas. - JOHN MONKS.

Cif )
R /7 ////’ 7 Dec.16th, 1897,
G@S,TERﬂSecretiy. /

_— - /

.an.W1lliam L.Strong,
: Mayor of the City of New York.
8ir:

"In reply to your communication of tﬁe 6th instant, in relation
to the Ordinance passed by the Board of Aldermen on November 30th, to
regulate énd grade Twelfth avenue from the south side of 52nd street to
the north side of 58th street, T have been directed to transmit to you
a copy of the report in relation thereto and to state that this Board
approves said report and recommends that the modification suggested
therein be made in the Ordinance above referred to.

Yours respectfully

SNCLOSURE.

—  Becretaryi-




EDWARD C.O'BRIEN, Pres.
EDWIN EINSTEIN,Treas. %> JOHN MONKS.

?: ‘AAAN' . /,/ ; - L[ ' ,/ / Vi |
ok (2 ), ik
GEO.STERRY Secrefay. ~ ~— /| 77 3 77 Dec. 22, 1897,

T —— =

Dear Sir:

You are respectfully invited to accompany His Honor, the Mayor
and the Commissioners of the Departrment of Docks, to view the improve-
ments between Charles ard Gansevoort streets, North River, on Monday,
December 2'7th, 1897,

The boat will leave Pler "A", North River, at 2:30 P, M,

A stone, commemorative of the work, will be placed at the foot
of Bethune street.

As the entire txip will consume less than two hours time, we

hope that it will be convenient for ol to join us.

Respactfully yours,
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7 ﬁﬂ\‘-RYPMCE ? 7
leﬁ“ (<///,// 4///\) Dec. 29, .

My Dear Mr. Mayors:

Mr, Edward H. Kendall, Consulting
Architect, desires to exhibit the designs of
the Recreation Buildings at the Art Léague
BExhibit, which occurs early next month, I
believe there are two designs in your office.
If you will be kind enough to . the bearer
have them, you will confer a great favor on

Yours very truly,

Hon, W, L. Strong,

a.y()r'.

> SRl
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Wharf Property on the North River, occupied by the Pennsylvapia Railroad, under lease or permit from the Dock Dept.

RENTAL
Lease No« of square Rental Per lineal Per square Per square
Description of Property. or or ‘Per Ahnum. foot for foot for land foot for
Permit Lineal reet. = bulkhead. under water Piers.

Bulkhead and reclaimed land south of 30 lin.feet
Pier olad 1 7000 sqe. feet

Land under water for platform north
of Pier old 3 13363 sqe feet

Land under water for exteansion to
bulkhead between Piers old
3 and 6, and widéning piers
old 4 and B, . 8Qs feet

Land under water for extension to

platform south of Pier old 16, and

also for extension to outer end of

said pier 8ge feot

Bulkhead southerly from former site.
of Pier o0ld 18 and land under water linefeet
in front of same 8q. Teet 3,600,

Bulkhead foot of Cortlandt Street lin. feet 1,380,
(not yet ready for occupation)

Piers new 27 and 28, dnd bulkhead lin.feet
between 8qe. Teet 56,000,

Bulkhead northerly of Pier pew 28, lin.feet 5,000.
Bulkhead southe rly of Pier new 29

and 20 feet of bulkhead northerly lin.feet 7,000,
of same (latter not yet completed)

Pier new 29 8q. féet 30,000,
Pier new 53 : sqe. feet 35000.
Bulkhead northerly of Pier new 53 lin.feet 1,000,
Pier new 67 sq. feet 10,000,

Pier new 68 sq. feet 10,000.

Reecapitulation.

Permits 4 Average rental per lineal foot of bulkhead
Leases 10 e

Lineal Peet {biilkhead) 623 | Average rental per square feet land under water
Square feet (Piers, etc) 546,881 |

Annual Rental $152,320.86 f Average rental per square foot piers




Railroad, under lease or permit from the Dock Dept.

N e e

| RENTAL Wharf Property, the owgership of which i ¢l aimed by the Penna.
. Rental Per lineal Per square Per square Rs Ry Ooey oOr is leased by that company from Private Qwnerse.
Per Annum. foot for foot for land foot for ‘

1 bulkhead. under water Pierss
t ; Descripti on of Property Bquare ft. Lineal ft.

- Pier old 1 30,4583
- Bulkhead be tween Piers old 1 and 2

Platform in front of bulkhead betwgen

Piers old 1 and 2 iolaime by eityd 8,800

Bulkhead be tween Piérs old 3 and 4

Pier old 4 {before being widened)

Bulkhead between Piers old 4 and &

Pier old 5 {befobe being wideped)

Bulkhead bet ween Piers old 6 and 6

Land under water for platform :
~ south of Pier old 16 {eclaimed by aity) 7,840

Pier old 18 (about) 10,000
Bulkhead morth of Pier new 65 (about)

Bmlkhéad wall between Piers new 67 & 68

; f haw pot ineluded in the above the Qor tlandt
8trect or Desbrosses §treet ferries, occupied by the Penna. R. Re
. (o.y but claimed by the eitye Suits are pending to determine
the ownership.
The Pepna. Cots ferry at foot of West 13th Street
' is leased by the Comptrollers

The franchise for the ferry at Cortlapdt Street is held
by a corporadion known as the "Assoeiates of the Jersey Company "
for which they pay t6 the Sinmking Fund §10,000, per annum.

- Whe franchié féF the ferry at Desbrosses Street is held
by the Assopiates of the gersey Company, for which they pay $7000
per annum to the Siakipg Fund. : i -

The franghise for the ferry at West I3th Btreet is held

| diredt by the Pemm. R.R., for which they pay $2501. per anaum %o
the Sinking Puade This latter amount also covers the use of the
+ Whart-property, - ‘ e \
[ The *Associates of the Jersey Company® was the title of
the gorporation Which operated the feérries of the Rail roads which
Average rental per lineal foot of bulkhead t now form part of the Pephsylvania system in Kew Jersey in the early
Average rental per square feet land under water ' { g:::‘n::‘x ;;?ﬂtﬁ'%ﬁ: Penn ;:13‘:!:: :0 ’;h;:‘:zrg::::d.on
18 some way howeyer, the franehiges for the old ferries still
SR Teatsl AT AR Bewt B require to be granted to the hu:qil{u of the Jersey Company.

{-;;Txf







Memorandum for his Honor the. Mayor. <

. e e

In addition to the work of construction and repairs done by the
force of the Department, the following deseribed contracts for Department
work have been executed and are now in force.

Engineer's Contract
No. estimate. ©price.

586. Dredging between Battery & W. 34 St. $ 385,000, § 265,000,
H. E, Du Bois, Jr., contractor.

538, Dredging North of W. 34 St. 17,776, 13,876,
Steers & Bensel, contractors.
644. Rip-rap, ete., J. Frank Quinn, contractor. 2,800, 2,800.

Paving in vieinity of plers 63, 64 & b5, 26,000. 18,100.
N. Re Terence A, Smith, contractor.

Removing pied at W. 12 St. 860. 776.
P. Sanford Ross, contractor. .

Crib bulkhead at Sherman's Creek. 43,600, 86,000,
P, Sanford Ross, coniractor.

Cement. Edwin Hall & Co.,contractors. 8,600, 9,800,

Granite. dJohn Hinehliffe, contractor. 20,670, 26,560,

Pier at 116 Street, Harlem River. 9,760, 8,887.
John W, Flaherty, contractor.

Pier at Hart's Igland. Hugh Hart, contrastor. &,800. 5,800.

Filling in at Sherman's Creek. International -
Contracting Co., contractors. 12,000. 8,700.

Removing shed, ete., and making foundations
for retreation building on pier at 3 St.,
East River. 8,700. 6,734.
Gildersleeve & Rolf, contrastors.

Dred.ging on East & Harlem Rivers. 20,000, 17,376,
Atlantic Dredging Co., contractors.

Co&., Wn. O, Moquin, contrastor. 3,160, 2,968,

Sawod Yellow Pine Q1Mber. 28,897, 263145,
Join Anderson, Jontractor.

Dredging betweenm W. A1 and Bank Streets, 90,000, 83,790,
Morris & Cumings Dredging Co., contractors,




Engineer's Contract
estimate. price.

Repairing pier at 56 Street, East River. $ 9,200. § 8,342,
william H, Jenks, contractor.

Dredging at Unionport & Main Street, West-
chwster, John MeSpirit, contractor. 1,976. 1,382,

Temporary piers between piers old 56 & 57,
and between piers old 68 & 59, N. R. 20,000, 16,478.
Gildersleeve & Rolf, contractors.

Dredging on the Harlem River. 1,800. 1,791,
Charles Du Bois, contractor.

Dredging between W. 12 & Gansevoort Streets.
R. 0. Packard, contractor. 107.000. 79,000.

Extending, etc., pier at 132 St., N. R. 32,030. 28,795,
Steers & Bensel, contractors.

Dredging between Battery & West 84 Street. 36,000. 35,600,
R. G. Packard, contractor.

Extending, etc., Pier old 59, N. R. 8,360. 2,976.
Spearin & Preston, contractors.

Recrecation Building on Pier 3 St, E. R. 83,0642. 652,970.
R. H. Hood, contrastor.

Repairing pier at W. 36 styeet, N. R. 7,600, 6,717.
Bernard Rolf, contractor. .

Repairing pier at E. 28 St., E. R. 3,200. 2,137.
Bernard Rolf, contractor.

cobble and Rip-rap stones. 15,400, 13,620,
Thomas F. O0'Brien, contractor.

$640,680.  $589,801,
The Ingineer's estimates were 18.7 % in excess of the contract price.
The Engincey's estinates are based upon prises which ordinarily pre-
vail in gobd times, and the fact that prices are below them indicates,to
& ceriain extent, that the Department is zetting its work done cheaply
onl agBht of the "Hard Times®, and general depreduion in all kinds of

busineys.
'-? ~ Respeotfuily sutmitted,
/7 :

e
Progidont
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REVENUE FROM LEASES AND PERMITS AGUREBOATIRG $55,269.76 PiR

A¥NUM HAS REEN SECURED 70 THE CITY BY THE PRESENT BOARD FOR THE USE OF

"BARD UNDER WATER COVERED BY VARTOUS -STRUCTURES AND RECLAIMED LAND OCCUPIR
BY PRIVATE PARTIES AND CORPORATIONS POR WHICH 1O COMPENSATTION WAS FOR-
MERLY RECRTVED? AS SHOWN BY THE POLLOWING DRTATLED BTATEMENT:

INC! FA”TB REVENUE,
Cromwell 5. 8, Co., platform bet. piers old & & 9,! R.,&Q 633,75
Same ® & 10 » i 325,
Cruikshank, ¥m,., extension to pier ?, N. R., 315.76

Cornel, J. B. & J. M., reclaimed land bet. 25 and 27th

Charles, Bﬁter, platform bet, plers 38 and 3, B, R., 187.50

Cedar 1111l Tce Co., bulkhead So. pler at Little
West 1Zth Street, M, R, : 1,600,

Gonsolidated Gas Co., bulkhead foot West 4lst St.,M.R.,  100.
Cunard S. §. Co., bulkhead Worth pier new 40, N. R, 3,260,
Pulton Market P, M, Asa'n, platform bet plers 23-4, E.R, 387.25

Harlem River and Portchpster Pe Rey platform between
plers 50 and 81, F. R.," e 1,181.25

Jeralomon, Mrs., Mary A., rechaimed land North 88th ¢
R IOQ .

Lia ‘e

Knickerbocker Toe Co., platform bet. 19th and 20th
Streets, N, R.,’ 885.28

Long Island R, R, Co., platform bat. plers 32 and 33,
E. R,. 622.25

Lehigh Valley R, R. Co., platform betwesen piaers 2 and
B8 R | 3,340,

”etropolitan e % Co., nxtersion to Pler 11, N. R., 28,50
Bame, platform and aidening North side pler old 10,V.R. 278,

Y. & Belto Tr. Co., platform between plers 6 and 8,
Rey 1,576.256

N. Y., N. H. & H. 'R, R. Co., platform between plers

B. Y. Central & H. R, R, R Co.y platform betwean
piers old 25 and 27 My Ry




rans Co., platform South of Watts St.,

$ 639.

ey N. H. & Hartford R. R.00., platform South of
50, R. R 770.

forwich and N, Y. Trans Ce. {(profit m@ide by former \
lessee now pald to depariment), pier old 40, Y. R., 18,000,
Patten Thomas, platform North of Zast 74th St., 329.12

Penna R, R, Co., platform Scuth of pler old 16, ete.,
N. Ry 913.75

Same, reclaimed land South of pier old 1, M. R., 1,889,
fame, platferms between plers old 1 and 2, F. R., 2,200,

Same, extension to pler old 16, and platfe South,
Ke Reg 1,040,350

H. C. Rogers, extra privileges at pler 65, N, R., sxaun,
4,000,
Seoitt and Co , reclaimed land 34th St and 12th Avenue, 67%.

e s em g e Gm S G (50 GE Gen e B Gut D

$65,268,76




MEMORANDUM FOR HIS HONOR, THE MAYOR.
in relation to land‘undor water owned by the City and occupied by

ferry premises.

1. THE PERRY FROM LIBERTY STREET TO COMMUNTPAW,
The land under water occupied by the Central Railroad Company
of New Jersey at this point, for which they have never pald any tental
to this Department, was referred to a speclal Counsel appointed by the
Counsel to the Corporation in 1890, for the purpose of examining into
the status of certain portions of the water front, the title to which
was doubtful. Pending the opinion in this case no further action
could be taken by this pepartment in relation thereto.
2. THE FERRY FPROM 42ND STREET, NORTH RIVER, T0 WEEHAWKEN, N.. J.,
The wharf property at this point was leased by the Commissioners
of the Siqking Pund, and this pepartment had nothing to do with includ-
ing the land under water, occupied for ferry structures thereat, If the
land under water should be charged rotlit should have been included when
the edisting lease was sold by the Sinking Fund.
3. THE PERRY PROM EAST 23RD STREET,.TO GREENPOINT, BROOKLYN.
A very peciliar condition of affairs exists at this point, the

Ferry Cmmpany paying the Dock pPepartment for the use of the land under

water, which is also included in the lease grauted them by the Commis-

sioners of the Sinking Pund, and for which they pay rent to the Comp-
troller.
4. THE FERRY FROM NEAR THE FOOT OF HARRISON ST. TO WEEHAWKEN, N.J.,
The bulkhead in front of which this ferry 1s located, is leased
by this Pepartment to the West Shore Rallroad Company, and if, as the
Comptroller states in hf: memorandum, rental should be chargéd for the
land under water occupied by the ferry structures, thls 1s the proper
time to do it, upon the leaaing of the franchises.
5. THE FERRY PROM THE POOT OF CHAMBERS ST. TO PAVONIA AVENUE,
JERSEY CITY, N. J.,
The rental for the use of the land upder water occupied by these
structures, is payable under the lease, to the Dock Department, as sald

lease provides for the use of the "slips" in addition to the wharfage




A

pgoperty.
6. THE FERRY FPROM BETWEEN PIERS 2 AND 3, EAST RIVER, TO 39TH
STREET, BROOKLYN,

Efforts have been repeatedly m;de by this pepartment to collect
rental for the land under water occupied by the New York & South Brooklyn
Perry and Steam Transportation Company at this point.

On July 18th, 1895, the President called the attention of the
Board to these premises and showed that a portion of the platform cov=
ering this land under water 38 feet wide by 90 feet long, 1s occupied
by the Quartermaster's Department of the United States Army, and is not
used for ferry purposes, and the Counsel to the Corporation has been
requested to take the necessary action in relation to same.

In connection with the leasing of franchises running from between

Piers 2 and 3, East River, to South Brooklyn, I beg to state that ad-

joining the Battery, are concentrated a number of ferries running to
Staten Island, Bay Ridge and other parts of Brooklyn, all, howéver, with-
in the limits of Greater New York, and the question as to whether all
these ferries could not be accommodated tégether, ina single large
feryy house, in a way which would at once afford better accommodation to
the public and occupy less space On the water front; and in granting a
franchise for any ferries to operate from this section of the City, I
would respectfully suggest, that the question of incorporating a ciause,
providing for such a contingency, should it meet with the approval of
the Commissioners of the Sinking Pund, be imserted in any future leases

granted for such franchises.

K\







With regard to the lease of the franchise to the Gentral Railread
Company of New Jersey, running from Liberty Street to Communipaw, Ibag
to call your attention to the fact that the ferry structures at the foot
of Liberty Street, are in a durect line with the proposed improvement
of the water front under the new plan by the erection of a sea walland
filling in behind same widening the exterior street. Qwing totthe nar-
rowness of West Street at this point the street traffic is greatly con-
gested causing great annoyance and loss of'tin to truckmen and passen-
gers in the street cars. ¥t is the inention of this Board to pro
ceed at a a very early date with the improvement at this point, and T wdl

sugges that the lease of that franchise when sold, be sold with the

_distinct und er standing that it,may be taken at any time wither for the
improvement intended by this Board, or permitting the lessee to 4o the

work at t heir own expenseA




Memorandum for the Mayor.

By section 32 of article 14 of chapter 383 of the Laws of 1870,
the exclusive charge amd control, (subject in certain particulars to the
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund) of all wharves x x slips, basins,
water fronts, x x x and the appurtenances, easements, uses, reversions,
and rights belonging thereto, and the duties and powers heretofore exer=-
¢ised by any Department, etc, about all or any part of the City property

was transferred to the Department of Docks.

Under date of August 16th, 1870, the Hon. Richard 0'Gorman, the
Counsel to the Corporationy, in an opinion to this Department, stated that
a ferry franchise is not an appurtenance, easement, reversion, or right
belonging to the City property, placed under the control of this Depart-
ment; and in view of the importance and value of these franchises, that
the absence of all reference to them in terms in that part of the statute
vesting powers in the Department of Docks, seemed to him significant of
an intention that the franchises should not be affected by it; and that
the Comptroller of the City of New York is.the proper authority to col-
lect ferry rents; that is, the right to use and operate a ferry; but that
the water front which might incidentally be required for the use of the

franchise was under the control of the Department of Docks.

The Dock Department exercised control over the wharf property
of the City which was used for ferry purposes and granted leases of
same, while the franchise for the operation of the ferry was sold by the
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, until the passage of chapter 498 of
the laws of 1880; by this Act, fhe Commissioners of the Sinking Pund
were authorized to lease, along with the ferry franchise, such wharf
property used or required for the purposes of a ferry; and this power

was confirmed by section 180 of the New York City Consolidation Act.
This statute, transferring to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund the
right to control the wharf property used fdf ferry purposes, has been
the source of considerable confusion, and questions have constantly

arisen as to the jurisdiction of the Commissioners of the Sinking Pund

and this Department over such property.




It appears to have been the opinion of several succeeding

Counsels to the Corporation that this Jjurisdiction of all wharf property
belonging to the City should have remained vested in this Department. As
far back as 1883, the Hon. George P. Andrews, then Counsel to the Corpor=
ation, advised the Board under date of August 8th, "I have always been of
the opinion that the leasing of ferries and wharf property used in con-
nection therewith, should be placed in charge of the Dock Department,
which has general jurisdiction of all wharf property belonging to the
City, and of the water front; as the Legislature have seen fit to place
the leasing of ferries and wharf property used in connection therewith,
in the charge of the Commissioners of the Sinking Pund, it is doubtful

to what extent the Dock Department has jurisdiction x"x x x ."

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund' have no staff of engineers
familiar wi‘th water front property, and are without the data possessed
by this Department as to the value of same, necessary to protect the
interests of the City. Inaddition to this, while the expenditures
made by this Department for the construction of wharf property used for
ferry purposes, and other expenses connected therewith, are paid from
the Dock Fund, the revenues derived from the leases of this wharf pro=
perty are not credited to this Department, but are paid directly 1n:‘,o‘ '
the 8Sinking Fund, The latest example of this injustice is the case of
the Pler at the foot of West 23rd StPeet, with the bulkhead north,

The improvements at this place cost the Dock Department $157,632.00,
and almost immediately upon its completion, was leased by the Commissione-
ers of the 8inking Fund to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company for the .
operation of a ferry to Jersey City; and for this large expenditure,

the Dock Department receives no return,

The pler at the foot of West 23rd Street, which was completed
at a cost of §57,930., the south half of which was to be used by the
New York, Lake Erie and Western Rallroad Cprany for their ferry racks
and the nmorth half and surface of the pier, which was built 50 feet wide,

was to be maint ained as an open pler, was rendered totally useless

Sl




sbortly after i1ts completion by the granting,of a franchise, with the
privilege of erecting ferry racks, eté., to the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company for ferry purposes, and the expenditure of over $50,000., of
the City*s funds wasted.

Had the control of wharf property for the use of ferry purposes
vested in this Department, it would ve advised, in time, by the Commis-
sloners of the Sinking Fund of the intention of that Commission to

establish ferries and would, therefore, made no improvements of wharf

property at points where the value of these improvements would be ren-

dered null by the establishment of a ferry or the erection of ferry

structures.




HOWORABLE BOARD OF DOCK COMMISSIONERS,

Dear 38irs:-

Relative to the matter of 8ea Wall penetration for the prop-
er disposal of sewage at the foot of West Twenty sixth street,
I have the honor to submit the following:

As the subject in question is one of vital importance, direct®
1y effecting the health of the community, and in my opinion
should be given early and earnest conaidofntion. and every effort
made to obtain proper result, I think it expediant that the
Sea Wall be penetratéd at the point above referred to, in order
that the proper outlet could be effected.

The matter to be disposed of should be conducted through the
Sea Wall at the inner end of the pler through a thoioughly air
tight and strongly constructed system of pipeing, to be thus con-
veyed off by the flow of the tide, This result cannot be properly
effected for any length of time by our present system of Box or
Barrel Sewers, they being inefficient, owing to the method of con-
struction and the materials employed,

My opinion is additionally strengthened by the numerous com-
plainss which the spard of Mealth have from time to time lodged

against this method,

®his system was inaugurated a groat many years ago, and
while at the time it met the demands put upon it, it has long
since ceased to be of proper gervioce,

In order that my views on thia subject may be cntiro;y under-
stood, I will give you & synopsis of the Box Sewer System:




The Box Sewer, as the name indieates, is a wooden box run-
ning from the sewer outlet at tt;o bulkhead to the end of the pior,
where thes'etically speaking the sewer should be discharged
through the open end, It is square in section, eonstructed of
Yellow Pine, laid longitudinally and is formed on the outside
g0 as to afford a smooth inner auitaeo for the disoharge of the
sewage matter, The seams and joints of the box are given a coat
of tar, in order to make them air tight, but the weather and
other causes acting on the wood produces decay and openings be-
tween the joints, thus allowing & great deal of the decomposed
substance to be deposited under the pier and into the side of the
slip.

"rm: i asouree of disease to people whose pursuits compel
them to be about the pilers in guestion,

Several of the ‘steamship Companies can testify to the faot
af their dock laborers being ill, presumably caused by gas, eto.,
arising from this fould deposit,

We have at present about one hundred and thirty sewers dis-
charging in to the East, Harlem and North Rivers, A great many
of these are Box amd Barrel Sewers, ;

I now wish to emphasisze the fact that these sewers were
built with the intention of ecarrying the sewage into the tide
water. An inspection of our water fronts in the slips and about
the bulkheads will show how this system has failed in its purpos-
o8, A conservative estimate would be that 60f of these sewers dis
charge their leaks at the bulkhead and under the pier. Some of
the slips fill up evaryfew years s0 as t0 necessitiate dredging.
Numerous complaints from our Qtomshipt Companies and Pier lLessees
will show how expensive this has been to them and the City and
also how annoying to‘ their patrons, without eonsidering the detri-

ment to the health of their employees,

A notable instance of this, was the Box Sewer under Pler 25,




East River, this came under my personal observation, The Box Sew-
er extended the entire length of the pier inside of the erid and
the loaking matter had formed a'ridga that was exposed &t low wat-
er, Prom this case in point it can be readily seen what a vast
quantity is oonstantly filling up our slips, causing them to be a
constant menaee to the health of the community,

In addition to the defects alrecady named in our Box or Barrel
Sewer System, 1 would add, first the open auter end of tha Box
sewer, with the exception of a few that are hooded and second
the manner of supporting the Box Sewar on the bearing piles on
the pier; the open outer end is the most serious ebjection, the
reason for it is that the sewer discharges &t the end, which is
at an elevation midway between high and low water mark, conse=-
quentiy at low water the end 18 antirely uncovered, A strong
currant of wind from the river can blow directly into this box
through thse open end, the box aotlng a8 a funnel or conduetor
and producing a back air current, It 1s'obvioua, without further
explanation, that this basck draft will force the sewer gas

through the pipes into the surrounding houses and culverts,

I would suggest, as & remedy for this, that the outer end of

sewers be closed, and the discharge vent be placed at the bottom
of the boxes, also having the top of the hoxes properly vented
at the outer end.

My objesction to supporting the sewer bhoxes on the bearing
piles of the pier, is simply a matter of construction and could
be overecome by having the sewer supported on a seperate system
of piles, having no connection with the pior at any point., No
injury eould then oceur through the impact to pier by vesseic. It
would also remove one of the chief causes of leakage.

Pinally the defects in the present system can be summed up
in the following:

First, the sewage 18 partly d}cohargnd through leaking from
the boxes and at the bulkhead, in place of the open mouth and tide




water as proposed,

Second, when it is discharged thfough theopen end, there is

left during half tide & space which admits the river winds or air
currents to force sewer gus back into eulverts, etec., thereby
bacomming a souree of annoyance and danger,

The primary object of these sewers i{s to promote the health
and cleanliness of the e¢ity, in place of which they are a source
of filth and 1ts accompunying diseases., A8 they have not served
thelr purpose they should be relegated to the past with other
obsolete contrivances, and I recommend that they be condemmed
without further delay.

I have the honor to submit herewith a substitute, to the de=
signing of whieh I have given careful consideration and study.

It will, I am convinced, fully answer the purpose &nd overcome
the present difficulties,

Yery respectfully yours

(8igned) John Monks,

. Commissioner.
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4 29th Street.

o T -

19| 28"

First A venue.

At
)
[

d i
3

Having a full Deed from City for land under water, carrying with it all dock privileges and water rights east of Avenue A.

Permit may be obtained from Dock Department, on application, to build out to this line—103 feet out from present bulk-head line.
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The plen of 1893 for ti.e improvement ol the water
front on the North River ’betweu{m the southerly side ot
Charles Strest anu the scguthe rly side of West 23rd Street
contemplated the maintenanee of the origzinal pier New
Number 47 and the construction of tive new piers betwaen
Perry Street and Gangdvoort Strset, varying in length
from about 72& rest Lo about 679 1'e=t, each about 2BE &0
eet wide and with about 225 I‘e%tfslips, as w21l as the
ceonst ruction of four short piers opposite New Wesi Wash-
ington Market, all praetieally at :isht angzgles to the
bulkhead lire, as against the construction orf Irive new
piers 70 to 125 feet wide and 700 to 750 feet long with
250 reet{‘siips dete mined upon by the present Board or
Doeks; also the construction of two piers about &0 Ifest
wide and about 535 and 522 Iset long av richt angles to
the bulkhead line between Bloomif'iel i Strest and West 1l4tn
Streat, eisght piers about 80 feet wide and ransing f'rom
556 to 458 fe=t long with 225 reet/‘slips, gach making an
angle of about 65 degre=s with the bullkhesa lins betwe=zn
West l4th Street and West 238rd Streei, a8 against the
congstruction of ter new piers 50 to 100 fest wide and 800
feet long with slips 200 feet wide or & little less, be-~
sides & shurt pier on tne southe vly side or West 22nd
Street and four frerry slips oppesite Wast 1l3th Street
dete rmined upon by -the present Board ol Nocks.

All the piers and gl ips in the plan of 1893, as well
as an 80 feet marginal street, whari or place west ot and
adjacent to West Streat (70 t';mt; wide) betwesn Charles
Street and Gansevoort Street and a marginal street, wha:f

or place 250 feet wide rerween Bloomfield Stre®t and West

23rd Street were ineluded between the pierhead line of




1290 and the eastecly line of West Streat from Charlas

Strest to Ganssvoort Stweet and that line prolonged

throu~h the bloecks betwe=sn Bloomfisli Strest and West
Wheyveas in the plan ol th? presant Board

that established May 18th, 1897,
whieh is at all points outsids of that ol 1890, and at

Bloomrield Street as much as 132 feet outside of it.
The plan of the present Board zlso places the 250

fest marginal

Street nearly 150 fe&t further in-

owvir
the southerly end snd omdy

)

350 feet further inlend near the northerly ends

In short, there is not a single reature of eon-
struetjon common to the two plans nor, with the exeep-
tions cf the easterly lina of the marsinal way between
Charleg Streat Gunsavoo rt Street and one or two short
lines at ~ither extremity of the sntire proposed improve-
ment, 18 thers a sinsgle lice common to the two plans’,
they are radieally different in their angent 1al features
and in their eapacities to serve the shipping they are
desirned to accommodaly the plan of' tne pres2nt Board is

far superior to that of 1&93.
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