Rossiter & Wright,
Architects, S e
04 Liberty Street, ; New York,

Hon, W. L, Strong,

Mayor of New York.
Dear Sir:-

We have received copy of the law which has recently passed the
legislature and is now before you for action, amending the building law
of New York by providing for a board of appeal nominated by the lavor in
place of the existing board of examiners, We hope that you will approve
this law, for it is distinectly a step in advance and one that will be cor-
dially approved by the best professional -men in New York. The present
board of examiners is not responsible to any one and it interferes with
powers that properly belong tc the superintendent of butldings. The pros
posed law is along the line of the best modern municipal government in
that it concentrates power and responsibility and provides a means for
holding officers up to their duty. -

We are aware that this proposed law will awaken very powverful in-
terest in opposition. In case it is desirable to have a hearing wg're-
quest permission to be heard and also to demonstrate that the best part
of the profession in New York are in favor cof the enactment of this law.

Yours respectfully,

o e st 71 Bt i s




Lrnest Flagg,
Architect. 54 Broad-Street;

New York.

S ApeiX S84k, . 100 T,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

As an architeet I wish to express my unqualified approval of
genate Bill 1575 designed to abolish the present Board of Examiners in
the Building Department and to ¢reate in its stead a Board of Appeal.

Any one at all familiar with the Board of Examiners and 1its

methods must unite in the opinion that it should be abolished and a

representative and responsible body established which will command the

respect and confidence of the community. This respect and confidence
the present Boardof Examiners have never in any degree enjoyed, while
their extraordinary methods have more than once laid them open to grave
suspicion.

Aside from the Architects, I have reason to believe that a
large and representative number of owners and builders are anxious for
the present board's permanent abolition and I cannot too strongly u}ge
upon vour Honor the pressing mecessity of creating a reform of which no

-

City Department stands in greater need.

Yours truly,

Cu A,







L

New York, N. Y. April 28, 1897

Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor, City of New York.
Sir:

We, the subscribing members of this petition, beg to en-
ter our urgent protest against the Bill known as Senate Bill
No. 1575, legislating out of existence the present Board of
Examiners in the N. Y. City Building Department, and creating
in its place a Board of Appeals, respectfully ask your Honor's
disapproval of the measure.

The Present Board of Examiners, consisting as it does
Member of-the' N. Y Chapter of American Ins.of Architects,
i Beoard of Fire Underwriters,
; " " Mechanics' and Traders' Exchange, (a
Master Mason.)
Mechanics' and Traders' Exchange, (a
Master Carpenter)
Society of Architectural Iron Mfgrers,
Real Estate Owners' and Builders'Assn.,
(An Architect or Builder)
» " Real Estate Exchange Assn., (An Archi-
tect or Buillder.)
The Chief of the New York Fire Department, and the Super-
intendent of Buildings, ex-officio, Chairman,
is thoroughly representative in character; the members there-
of men of ability and standing in the community, chosen abso-
lutely without regard to their political affiliations, ‘and
whose compensation is merely nominal. This Board thus se-
*lected by the different Exchanges, are necessarily men of
practical experience in building lines, and have repeatedly

demonstrated their thorough efficiency in the requirements

prescribed.

Five members of this Board now constitute a majority
adding weight to its decisions, whereas under the bill in
question but three votes in a body of seven, comprising
2 Architects, 1 Civil Engineer, 1 Builder, 1 Member of the
N.Y. Fire Department, 1 member of the Board of Fire Underwri--

ters, and the Superintendent of Buildings, ex-officio, Chair-

man, are necessary to affirmative action.




We believe that the present bill is merely a con-
tinuation of the efforts, hitherto blocked by your Honor's
sound judgment, to discredit the present Board, and to sub=-
stitute for the presen’é efficient control,. one of less

representative character.
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New York, April 29,1897

D.O.MILLS,
|5 BROAD STREET,

NEW YORK.

Hon,.,William L,Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:

It affords me pleasure to urge your favorable consider-
ation of Senate Bill No.I575 which abolishes the present Board of
Examiners of the Building Department and substitutes therefor a
Board of Appeal, This latter board is to consist of seven members
two of whom shall be respectively the Superintendent of Buildings
and the Chief of the Fire Department, the remaining five to be
appointed by your Honor without the imposition of any restrictions
save that two shall be architects, one a civil engineer,one a
builder and one a member of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters

I unhesitatingly recommend the Bill to your favorable

consideration, An experience of some years with the precent

board long since convinced me of the absolute necessity for ité

abolition, and I believe I voice the sentiment of a large and re-
presentative class of builders and owhers when I say that the Bill
of Senator Page is calculated in an important degree to work a
substantial reform in this department.

1 sincerely trust that it will become a law.

Yours truly,







April 5, 1897.

Introduced by Mr. PAGE —read twice and ordered printed
and when printed to be committed to the committee on
affairs of cities— reported favorably from said committee with
amendments, and ordered reprinted as amended, and when
reprinted to be referred to the committee of the whole.

AN ACT

To amend s¢ction five hundred and four of chapter
four hundi¥& and ten of the laws of 'eighteen
hundred ahd eighty-two, entitled - “An act to
consolidate| into one act and to declare. the
special and local laws affecting the public interests
in the city of New York,” as amended by section
forty of chapter two hundred and seventy-five of
the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, in
regard to superintendent of buildings.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows :

1  Section 1. Section five hundred and four of chapter four hun-
2 dred and ten, of the laws of eighteen hundred and eighty-two, as
3 heretofore amended, is hergby further amended so as to read as
4 follows:

5 §604. The superintendent of buildings shall have power

6 [except as herein otherwise provided] to pass upon any question

EXPLANATION.—Matter underscored . is new ; matter in brackets|[ ] is
old law to be omitted.




relative to the mode, manner of construction, or materials to be
used, in the erection or alteration of any building, or other struc-
ture, provided for in this title, in any part of the city of New
York, to make the same conform to the true ivqtent and meaning of
the several provisions of this title. He shaﬁ‘,also have power to
vary or modify the provisions of this title, upon application to
him therefor, in writing, by any owner of such building or struc-
ture, or his representative, where there are practical difficulties in
the way of carrying out the strict letter of this law, so that the
spirit of the law shall be observed, the public safety secured,and
substantial justice done ; but no such deviation shall be permitted,
unless a record of the same shall be kept by the said superin-
tendent of buildings, and a certificate be first issued to the party
applying for the same. Such certificate sM ‘ 'hét be issued until
a board of [examiners consisting of a member of the New York
Chapter of the American Institute of Archiﬁects, one member of
the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, two members of the
Mechanics and Traders’ Exchange of said- city, one of whom shall
be a master mason and one a master carpentér, one member of
the Society of Architectural Iron Manufacturers of said city, one
member of the Real Estate O.wners and Builders’ Association of
said city, who shall be an architect - or builder, and one member

of the New York Real Estate Exchange, Limited, who shall be

an architect or builder, and the chief of said fire department, all

of whom shall be appointed by their respective organizations, and

so certified to annually to the said superintendent of buildings]

5’

appeal shall alsozl approve the proposed modifications of the law.
|
[The said examiiners shall each take the usual oath of office

(4
before entering upon the performance of their duties. The super-

intendent of bui]idings shall be ex officio, a member of said board

of examiners and be chairman thereof.] Said board of appeal

shall consist of seven persons. Thesuperintendent of buildings and

the chief of the fire department shall be ex officio members thereof;

and the superintendent of buildings shall be chairman. The re-

maining five members of said board of appeal shall be appointed

by the mayor, and shall be subject to removal, but only after

written charges have been preferred and a hearing had thereon.

cessors be appointed, unless sooner removed. Two of them shall

J.,

be architects, ¢ civil engineer and one a builder ; and oneé a

member of t,lE; ew York Board of Fire Underwriters; and they

=

shall take the usual oath of ofﬁce before enteringi upon 7'07}7176_3_9971‘7-

formance of their duties. In cases in which it is claimed by an
owner, in person or by,his representative, that the provisions of
this title do not directly apply, or that an equally good and more
desirable form of cbnstruction can be eml;loyed in any specific
case than that required by this title, then such person shall have
the right to present a petition to the board of [examiners] appeal,
through the superintendent of buildings, and may appear before
said board and be heard ; and said board shall consider such peti-
tion in its regular order of business, and, as éoon as pmctica,ble.a,

render a decision thereon. The said board of [examiners] appeal




4
are hereby authorized and empowered to gm\nit or reject such peti-
tion, and their decision shall be final. If such (lecision is favorablé
to said petitioner, a certificate shall be iss'iued by the superin-
| :
tendent of buildings in accordance therewfit‘h. At least [five]
three affirmative votes shall be necessary to tlie granting of any
application or petition by said board. No member of said board
shall pass upon any question in which he is pecuniarily interested’
8 The said board shall meet once in each week upon notice from
the superintendent of buildings. The chief clerk in the office of
superintendent of buildings shall be the clerk of the said board,
and shall keep a record of its proceedings, which shall be kept in

the office of the superintendent of buildings. All the miembers of

the said board of [examiners] appeal, and the clerk of said board,

shall be entitled to and shall receive ten i or each attend-

ance at a meeting of said board, to be paid by t he comptroller from
; the contingent fund upon the voucher of thé 'superintendent of
buildings. No permit for the erection of any building on a wharf,
pier or bulkhead shall be granted unless the same be also ap-
proved by the said board of [examiners] appeal. The said board

of appeal shall have power and authority to do and is hereby

charged with the duty of doing the several matters and things

heretofore provided to be done by the board of examiners; and

the said board of examiners is hereby abolished.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




D'OENCH & SIMON,

ARCHITECTS,
No. 289 FOURTH AVENUE,

New York, /‘/{%M,jQ? .187
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WR.GRACE X CO Cable Address, "crRACE”

g Letters, R 0.80X2866.
LONDON. SAN FRANCISCO.

LOND: ity 1 & 2 Hanover Square
q 3,

ik
%/’ i 1st May, 1897.

VALPARAISO. SANTIAGO.
CONCEPCION,

Hon. William L. Strong,
New York City.

My dear lMr, Mayor:

The enclosed bill was harnded to me by a friend, Major F, O.
Briggs, Treasurer of the John A. Roebling Sons® Co., who seems to be very
anxious that this bill should be approved by your good self.

ﬁearing that I might make a mistake in reconmending such a
bill - although I read it carefully and it commends itself‘to ny Jjudg-
ment,- I sent it to ex-Superintendent of Buiidings .A.,.F. D?0Oench, who
writes me the enclosed letter.

1 therefore take pleasure in commending the matter to your

favorable consideration, and I am, with great respect,

Yours very truly, é 5




Major F, O, Briggs,

Treasurer, John A, Roebling Sons’ Co.,

Trenton, N. J,




PORTLAND CEMENTS,
SOLE AGENT
FOR THE UNITED STATES

—arfer s E. THIELE,
DYCKERHOFF & SONS. 78 WILLIAM STREET,
STAR, STETTIN.
HEYN BROS. /
HILTON, LONDON. New York, May 1st, 1897.

HENRY (Dufossez & Henry.)
ROYAL CROWN.

191101

JENNE VORWOHLE ASPHALT MASTIC.

\,
\Hon. Mayor W. L. Strong,

City Hall,

’ New York Citye.
Dear Sir;-
? Being interested in the building trade, I have carefully
examined 4the bill which will come before you, to abolish the Board of
Examiners, and substitute in its place a Board of Appeal, and consider
this a vast improvement upon the present provisions of law- I sincerely
1ope that you will approve of the bill, and remain,

1 Very respectfully yours

g

o7
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JOSEPH WOLF,
Architect,
No. 1 Madison Avenue,
“THE METROPOLITAN”
New Vork. BEMOVED T
Townsend Luilding,

1126 Broadway, Cor, 26th St May 3rd, 1897.
Hon. Wm. L. Strong, Mayor,
New York Citye.
Dear 8ir:
I wish to signify my approval of the Bill abolishing the
old Board of Examiners in the Building Department, and establish-

ing a Board of Appeal. I think this a great step in the right

direction, and will certainly meet with the hearty approval of all

the Architects and others interested in building operations.

The old Board as at present constituted has become antiquated and
is not at all in harmony with the more advanced methods of build-
ing. I am,

Yours very respectfully,




OFFICES OF
GEORGE MARTIN HUSS,
ARCHITECT.
STANDARD THEATRE BuILDING, RS e

1285 AND 1287 BrRoADWAY,

ELEVATOR AT SOUTHERLY ENTRANCE,

New Yorg,

Hon. Williem L. Strong,

May or,

New York, N.Y,

Referring to the bill TH Senate G.0, 671, No.1442, 1575,

Int.1096 intrcduceed by Mr Page relative 1o the asbolighing the

Exaninerg and subsgtituti ng trherefor a Board
of Appeal of seven raubers, as &t iteet in. regular practice
York [ would earnestly and regpac¢tfully requegt vour

Y

faverable eonsideration of the guid bill 30 that it may beceOneé ‘a

U il Nicss

i

Regpe ct.fully,










W. H. W. Youngs.

Ao Yok, ¢7;7/27/f7/
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' //\/” CCMMISSIONERS N\
—— EDWARD C.OBRIEN. Pres.
EDWIN EINSTEIN. Treas’ JOHN MONKS.

GEO. S.TERRY. Secretary.

HOn JWilliam L. 5tron3,

Mayar of the City of New York.
Birs

At a special meeting of the Board of pocks held this day,the

following resolution was adopted:

"Resolved that this Board respectfully requests His Honor, The -
Mayor, K to disapprove of an Act passed by both branches of the Legislature,
ontitied *An Act to Qonsolidate into one Aet and to declare the spec¢ial
and local laws affeeting public interest in the city of New York as amend-
ed by section 40 of ghapter 275 of the laws of 1892, in regard to super-
intendents of buildings,' a public¢ hearing upon which will be held at the
office of The Mayor on Thursday,May 6th, 1897 at three e'clock P.M.®

Yours respectfully







‘-‘])(‘,]](‘,(3]‘ ll’(‘l.‘%k & (“()4 45}”""]'?‘” T"}“l‘
Geo. Foster Peabody
LPanker S,

Nos. 27 & 29 Pine St.
New York.
New York, May 4th, 1897.
Hon., William M. Strong,
Mayor's Office, New York City.
Dear Siri-

I understand that you have appointed Thursday for
a hearing in reference to the Senate Bill No, 1442-1575, pro-
viding for a new Board to act in place of the present Board of
Examiners.

Having had occasion in the last year or so to look
into the matter, and having studied the proposed Act, I desire
to urge that you should give it your approval.

I believe that the proposed changes will be bene-
ficial, and that they will materially add to the efficency of

the Building Department.

I trust therefore that you will see fit to approve

same.

Yours very truly,







State of New York.

G. O. 671. No. 1442, 1575. Int. 1096.

IN SENATE,

April 5, 1897.

Introduced by Mr. PAGE —read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed to the committee on
affairs of cities — reported favorably from said committee with
amendments, and ordered reprinted as amended, and when
reprinted to be referred to the committee of the whole.

-

AN ACT

To amend section five hundred and four of chapter
four hundred and ten of the laws of eighteen
hundred and eighty-two, entitled “An act to
consolidate into one act and to declare the
special and local laws affecting the public interests
in the city of New York,” as amended by section
forty of chapter two hundred and seventy-five of
the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, in
regard to superintendent of buildings.

The People of the State of New York, represented tn Senate and
Assembly, do enact as follows :

1  Section 1. Section five hundred and four of chapter four hun-
2 dred and ten, of the laws of eighteen hundred and éighty-two, as
3 heretofore amended, is hereby further amended so as to read as
4 follows:

5 §504. The superintendent of buildings shall have power

6 [except as herein otherwise provided] to pass upon any question

EXPLANATION,—Matter underscored is new ; matter in brackets[] is
old law to be omitted. s




2
relative to the mode, manner of construction, or materials to be
used, in the erection or alteration of any building, or other struc-
ture, provided for in this title, in any part of the city of New
York, to make the same conform to the true intent and meaning of
the several provisions of this title. He shall also have power to
vary or modify the provisions of this title, upon application to
him therefor, in writing, by any owner of such building or struc-
ture, or his representative, \-vhere there are practical difficulties in
9 the way of carrying out the strict letter of this law, so that the

spirit of the law shall be observed, the public safety secured, and

substantial justice done ; but no such deviation sltall be permitted,

unless a record of the same shall be kept by the said superin-
3 tendent of buildings, and a certificate be first issued to the party
applying for the same. Such certificate shall not be issued until
a board of [examiners consisting of a member of the New York
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, one member of
the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, two members of the
Mechanies and Traders’ Exchange of said city, one of whom shall
be a master mason and one a master carpenter, one member of
the Society of Architectural Iron Manufacturers qf' said city, one
member of the Real Estate Owners and Builders’ Association of
said city, who shall be an architect or builder, and one member
of the New York Real Estate Exchange, Limited, who shall be
an architect or builder, and the chief of said fire department, all
of whom shall be appointed by their respective organizations, and

so certified to annually to the said su’perintendenﬁ of buildings]

3
appeal shall also approye the proposed modifications of the law.
[The said examiners shall each take the usual oath of office
before entering upon the performance of their duties. The super-
intendent of buildings shall be ex officio, a member of said board

of examiners and be chairman thereof.] Said board of appeal

shall consist of seven persons. Thesuperintendent of buildings and

the chief of the fire department shall be ex officio members thereof;

and the superintendent of buildings shall be chairman. The re-

maining five members of said board of appeal shall be appointed

by the mayor, and shall be subject to removal, but only after

written charges have been preferred and a hearing had thereon.

They shall hold office for a term of one year and until their suc-

cessors be appointed, unless sooner removed. Two of them shall

- L

e architects, one a civil engineer and one a builder; and one a

member of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters; and they

shall take the usual oath of office before enteringﬂu_pop the,ﬁpe}':

formance of their duties. In cases in which it is claimed by an

owner, in person or })y Lis representative, that the provisions of
this title do not directly apply, or that an equally good and more
desirable form of construction can be employed in any specific
case tha.n that required by this title, then such person shall have
the right to present a petition to the board of [examiners] appeal,

through the superintendent of buildings, and may appear before

said board and be heard ; and said board shall consider such peti-

tion in its regular order of business, and, as soon as practicable,

render a decision thereon. The said board of [examiners] appeal




4
are hereby authorized and empowered to grant or reject sich peti-
tion, and their decision shall be final. If such decision is favorable
to said petitioner, a certificate shall be issued by the superin-
tendent of buildings in accordance therewith. At least [five]
three affirmative votes shall be necessary to the granting of any
application or petition by said board. No member of said board
shall pass upon any question in which he is pecuniarily interested'
The said board shall meet once in each week upon notice from
the superintendent‘of buildings. The chief clerk in the office of
superintendent of buildings shall be the clerk of the said board,
and shall keep a record of its proceedings, which shall be kept in

the office of the superintendent of buildings. All the members of

the said board of [examiners] appeal, and the clerk of said board,

shall be entitled to and shall receive ten dollars for each ‘..‘tend-

ance at a meeting of said board, to be paid by the comptroller from
the contingent fund upon the voucher of the superintendent of
buildings. - No permit for the erection of any building on a wharf,
pier or bulkhead shall be granted unless the same be also ap-

proved by the said board of [examiners] appeal. The said board

of appeal shall have power and authority to do and is hereby

charged with the duty of-doing the several matters and things

heretofore provided to be done by the board of examiners; and

the said board of examiners is hereby abolished.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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MEMORANDUM.
FROM

DownNing Vavux, ARCHITECTS
To... To. the. Hon. S P = o o o MarsHALL L. EMERY, -

‘s Bible House, Astor Place,
Mayor. . of New YorKa .. .. New York, May 4th

Dear Sir:-

I would respectfully request that you sign the bill,

which I understand awaits your approval, creating a Board of

Appeals in the Buillding Department, to replace the present

Board of Examiners.

Sincerely Yours,




fMarsball L. Emery,
Hrchitect.
Bible House.

DB ew (c’yoz/a,._..may,,. aatn 189 Ve

To the Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

Mayor of New York.

Dear Sir.-

I would respectfully request that you sign the bill, which
I understand awaits your approval, creating a Board of Appeals in the
Building Department, tc replace the present Board of Examiners.

Yours respectfully,




JOHN T. WILLIAMS,
NEW YORK LIFE BUILDING,
COR. BROADWAY AND LEONARD ST.

e NEW YORK,

New York City.

I understand there is to be a hearing before you on Thursday
in relation to the Senate bill No., 1442,1575, an Act which proOpoOses t.Q:
abolish the resent Board of Examiners and create a Board of Appeals
in their place. I wish to say that I am in favor of a modification
of the law relating to the Building Department in this respect, It

has my most heawy approval.

Yours truly,
/)
AL -

Ve

4>

Architect &
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New York, May

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of N. Y. City.
Mayor's Office, City.
Dear Sir:i-

We have been requested to address a letter to
Your Honor and to define our position in reference
to an appeal introduced in the Senate, by Mr. Page,
on April 5th. Which appeal refers to the Board of
Examiners of this city.

We favor the change in said Board of Examiners
and we consider the Page bill as meeting the re~
quirements of this city in a far more effective
way than the Board created under the Laws of, 1882.

We trust that you will indorse the Bill call-
ing for a new board of Appeal, as the same will,
in our opinion, improve the systém of supervising
and comptrolling the building in this city.

We Have the Honor to Subscribe

Yours Very Truly, 7

B aniae
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NEW YORK.

Senate Bill No.1442, 1575.

To
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,

City Hall, New York.

Oour attention has been directed to Senate Bill G. O.
671, No.1442, 1575, Int.1096, an act to amend section five hun-
dred and four of chapter four hundred and ten of the laws of
eighteen hundred and eighty-two, entitled "An act to consolidate
into one act and to declare the special and local laws affecting
the public interests in the city of New York," as amended by
section forty of chapter two hundred and seventy-five of the laws
of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, in regard to superintendent
of buildings, - which, in effect, abolishes the Board of Examiners
in the Building Department as now constituted and provides for

the creation of a Board of Appeal in its stead. The measure ap-
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Senate Bill No.1442, 1575.

To
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,

City Hall, New York.

Our attention has been directed to Senate Bill G. O.

671, No.1442, 1575, Int.1l096, an act to amend section five hun=-

dred and four of chapter four hundred and ten of the laws of

eighteen hundred and eighty-two, entitled "An act to consolidate
into one act and to declare the special and local laws affecting
the public interests in the city of New York," as amended by
section forty of chapter two hundred and sevemty-five of the laws
of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, in regard to superintendent

of buildings, - which, in effect, abolishes the Board of Examiners
in the Building Department as now constituted and provides for

the creation of a Board of Appeal in its stead. The measure ap=-
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pears to be an important one, bearing upon the interests of all
manufacturers and dealers in material which goes into the con-
struction of buildings in New York City and, therefore, is of

interest to this Company. The proposed Board of Appeal seems

to be in many ways an improvement over the present Board of Ex-

aminers. As I understand it, the Board of Examiners consists

of members of certain socleties and associations, appointed by
those societles. The societies mentioned are not in all cases
representative, as, for instance, the New York Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects has enrolled among its members
only a small percentage of the architects of the city.

In a matter of such importance to a large number of
the business men and property owners of the city, the power of
appointment and the power of removal seem more properly to be
_with the Mayor than with societies not responsible to the citi-
zens.

I would respectfully urge upon YOUR HONOR the import-

ance'bf this Bill and ask your approval of it.

Very reasrp el ally,
WESTERY ELECTRIC C ANY.

SH




“8a

pears to be an important one, bearing upon the interests of all
manufacturers and dealers in material which goes into the con=-
struction of buildings in New York City and, therefore, is of
interest to this Company. The proposed Board of Appeal seems
to be in many ways an improvement over the present Board of Ex-
aminers. As I understand it, the Board of Examiners consists
of members of certain societies and associations, appointed by
those societles. The societies mentioned are not in all cases
representative, as, for instance, the New York Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects has enrolled among its members
only a small percentage of the architects of the city.

In a matter of such importance to a large number of
the business men and property owners of the city, the power of

appointment and the power of removal seem more properly to be

with the Mayor than with societies not responsible to the citi=

zens.

I would respectfully urge upon YOUR HONOR the import-

ance‘bf this Bill and ask your approval of it.

Very reaspeci-f uwllys;
WESTE ELECTRIC C




JACOB LOUIS BAUER,

SEWERAGE, CIVIL ENGINEER,
TELEPHONE :
DAk D HOARY, Assoc. M. Am. Soc. C. E.

BRICK PAVEMENTS. 1622 18TH STREET.
68 BIBLE HoUSE, 9TH ST. AND 4TH AVE.

DBew gyoz/z ,May 5.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of New York City,
Dear Sir:-
I desire to endorse'the measure recently passed by the
Legislature, creating a Board of Appeals in the Bullding Department,
the Board.to include two Architects, a Bullder and a Civil Engineer
ags four of its members.
As one of the Civil Engineers doing business in New York City -
and a City Surveyor in the same, I would respectfully request you to
give this bill your approval.

Yours truly,

CEZ/4:/(,AZ;,1k\

City Surveyor.




JACOB LOUIS BAUER,

SEWERAGE, CIVIL ENGINEER,
TELEPHONE:
MACADAM FOADS, Assoc. M. AMm. Soc. C. E.

BRICK PAVEMENTS. 1622 18TH STREET.
68 BIBLE HoUSE, 9TH ST. AND 4TH AVE.

B esw fyo'c/z, B CSER T aRRee

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of New York City,
Dear Sir:-
I desire to endorse the measure recently passed by the
Legislature, creating a Board of Appeals in the Building Department,
the Board to include two Architects, a Builder and a Civil Engineer
as four of its members.
As one of the Civil Engineers doing business in New York City '
and a City Surveyor in the same, I would respectfully request you to
give this bill your approval.

Yours truly,

City Surveyor.







JULIEN T. DAVIES, DAVIES, STONE & AUERBACH,

CH.FRANCIS STONE,
JOSEPH S. AUERBACH,
EDWARD LYMAN SHORT, MUTUAL LIFE BUILDING, 32 NASSAU STREET.
RICHARD W. STEVENSON,

CHARLES A GARDINER,

HERBERT BARRY.

EDWARD CORNELL, NEW YORK,

JULIEN T.DAVIES JR.

May 5th,

My dear Sir:

Will you permit me to join in what I coneeive to be the gen-
eral consensus of view, that the bill of Senator Page to amend
Section 504 of Chapter 410 of the Laws of 1882, ete., in regard to
Superintendent of Buildings, should receive your approval.

The abolition of the Board of Examiners of the Building
Department and the institution of the'Board of Appeal, provided for
by this act, is essential in the interests not only of those who
are desirous of improving real estate in the City of New York, but
also in the interests of the laboring classes, whose employment in
this direction of activity is seriously impeded by the obstacles
thrown in the way by the present Board of Examiners. Their ac-
tion,‘in place of being directed to the economical construction
and therefore assisting in the rapid development of real estate,
tends to largely inerease the cost of building, and most unnecess-
arily, and to favor monopolies that are condemned generally by the
architects and practical builders.,

I will not dwell upon the arbitrary abuses of power of which

this Board has been guilty, which doubtless will be brought to your

attention in detail; but in common with many of your friends and




earnest supporters of your administration, I have entire confidence
that if the facts in the case really come to your attention this
bill will receive your approval.

I remain,

Respectfully and sincerely yours,

/7 b d

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, ete.







JAS. B. &MITH,

BUILDER,
Telephone Call, 583 Broad.
v 4

‘WELLES BUILDING,
18 BROADWAY,
gth Floor, Room gc6,

Hon,W.L.Strong, Mayor.
Dear Sir:-

I desire to put nyself on record as being in favor

of the act to amend the law relating to the Board of Appeal for the

Department of Buildings.

I have examined the new law carefully and am famil-
iar with the workings of the old board of examiners and I am sure
the amendment will result in giving a higher stanard of efficiency
than now exists in our Board of Examiners.

There ought o be an individual responsibility of
these examiners to a head of Department or to the Mayor and this
the new law provides.

I hope your Honor will see your way clear to approve

Very respectf%~—ﬁ£?ours, ,
'~ 7 i
LR Lot

11y 3

the act.
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Hons W, L. Strong,

Mayor of New York Citys

Dear Sirs

We hope you will favorably consider the act of the Legige
lature, now awaiting your approval, which abolishes the present ‘
Board of Examiners in the Department of Building} In fact, we
feel assured you will approve it, when you come to know in what
way they have used the arbitrary power with which they are clothed,
of which, you will no doubt have ample testimony,

Ve write from a standpoint of gelf interest, inasmuch, as the
material we handle, (portland cement) has been most untairly dise
eriminated against in the matter of conerete floor construotion,
notwithstanding that severe tests of the Building Department
demonstrated it to be an exceptionally safe material, and it has
the further merit of being economicgl;

Whatever may have been the motive for this diseriminatiom in
ravof of another material of a particular kind, it can hardly be
sald to be in harmony with the best interests of this community;

Yours truly,
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EXALIINERS

DEPARTMENT

847, Laws of I874) 28 years
Superintendent of Bulldings,

One member from the New York Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects

L3 143 LGS S ASACRVE > ¥

One membeyr from the New Yark Board of Fire
Underwriters,

Two menmbers from the Mechanics % Traders!
Exchange,

T :
5 Members in all,

Prior to 1874 (See Chap. 625, Laws of I87I) Certificate
a

for deviations 10nHQ from the requiremernts of
law werc ilssued only by the Supreme Court, said
court being authorized to grant such aprlications|
in its discretion, upon sworn petitions.

In 1885 (Chep, 458, Laws of 1885) wo additional member
wore added to the Board, Vv u.,~0nn member from- the
Society of Architectural Iron llamfacturers, and
one from the Real Estate Cwners and Bullders' Associ-
ation. Thus the totel membersnip of the Board of

Examirers became seven.

(Chap. 275, Laws of I892) A farther addition of
two members was made to the Board, viz.-= One from
the Real Estate Exchange, and the Chief of the Firp
Deparinent. Thus the total membership became nine,
as at present. 5

The Board of Examiners holds one meeting each week, and the
members receive $I0. for each attendance. |

RESPCNSIBILITY

It may be said that the present Board of Examiners 1is
not responsible to any public or elesctive power. That is
the very object of the Board construction~---io have 2

Mo |




-

Boatd independent of polities, coming from representative
bodies coneerned in bullding natters.

POLITICS.

Probably sinece the creation of the Board of Examiners
two=-thirds of the members have been Republicans, and this tob
during the many years when Democrats were in control of the '
lniecipal Departments. In the last National election of
the seven members as representatiwes of Bocleties, with only

a single exception, all voted the lle Kinley ticket.

Mr. BEdwin Dobbs from the llechanics and Traders! Exchange
has served continuously on the Board since its organization,
23 years in all, Mr. Le Brun from the American Institute
«0f Architects has served continuously on the Board for IB
years. lessrs. Fryer and O'Reilly have served continuously
on the Board for twelve years. Mr. Mc Millan and Chief
Bonner have served continuously on the Board for five years.|
Mr. Conover has served continuously on the Board for four

years. Mr. Moore hazs served on the Board about three years,







T WEW YORX CHAPTER OF THE AIERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS.

( JO¥N 1. CARRERE, PRESIDENT.)
NAPOLEAN LE BRUN=————=—m——- e DELEGATE.

The Ameriecen Institute of Architects is to the
United States what the British Institute of Architects is to|
Great Britian. In each prominent eity in the United States
ig 2 branch of the American Institute, temed a Chapter.
The New York Chapter includes amongst its members lir. R. M.
Upjohh, whose father was the architect of Trinity Church and
who himself has been the architect of a great mmber of
churches and other important buildings ineluding the state
Capitol building at Hartford, Conl.; ¥r. BEdwerd H. Kendall,
who is the architect of many leading buildings in this city, -
ineluding the Cyrus V. Field Washingion building, the orig-
inal Bauitable Life Insurance CO. building, etc.; lr. Leopold
Eigdlitz, who is also the architect of nany prom nt build=-
ings in this city, and one of the architects of the New‘&‘om

State Capitol at Albany; M William H. Hume the architect

of many prominent bulldings, ineluding the Astors New Neth-

erland Hotel at Bth Ave. and 59th St.;lir. Robert W. Gibson, |
the architeet of many prominent bulldings, inciluding the
United States Trust Co. bullding on wall st.; lir. George B.
Post, who is the architect of perhaps a greater rmmber of
exchange buildings and o@'.hor prominent buildings than ény
other architect in this city; llessrs. Carrere & Hastings,
Harding & Ggoch Clinton & Russel, le Kim, liead & White, Bru

Price, H. J. Hardenbergh, and mary others equally noted.




THE NEW YORK BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS.

(EDWARD F. BEDDALL, PRESIDENT)

F. C. loore Delegate.

Mr. Moore is the President of the Continental PBire|
Insurance Co. which is the largest Fire Compary in the Uni-

ted States. He 1s an Ex=President of the New York Board

"

of Underwritors. The Boagrd of Fire Underwriters is an As-

goclation ofevery Fire Insurance Compary in the City of

New York.




THE MECHANICS and TRADERS' EXCHANGE.

( JOHN L. HAMILTON, PRESIDENT )

WARREN A. CONOVER, MASON DELEGATF.

EDWIN DOBBS, CARPENTER== === DELEGATE,

This Exchange 1s the oldest Exchange in the City
of New York. It dates back from the year I800. Its mem-
bership inecludes every prominent llason and Carpenter Bullder
in this ecity together with general contractors and supply
men. It has practically the same membership as the llason
‘Builders' Asspelation, lir. John J. Tucker, President, and the
Building Trades' Club, lMr. Peter Tostevin, Prosidont.

Mr. Conover as its representative on the Board of
Examiners is the builder of such bulldings as the Postal
Telegraph, the Cable building, the Queen Insurance building |
and others of a similar character. His father before him,

Mr. John T. Conover, was one of the leading builders of the|

eity, having built a large rumber of the prominent buildings
v

of his day, including the Park Bank bullding.
Mr. Dobbs has been the senior member of the fimm
of Messrs. ®. & W. H. Dobbs, which firm has carried on bus—|

iness in this city for the past forty years as prominent

Carpenter contractors.




® ARCHITECTURAL IROW MANUFACTURERS.

( JOHN COOPER, PRESIDENT )

WILLIAN J. FRYER,—=—wm N ———— memmsne-eDELEGATE,

The membership of this Soeclety 1includes every prom~
inent mamfacturer of architectural iromn work in thie clty |
and Brooklyn, uncluding Mr. J. M. Cornell, of the cornell
Iron Works, lr. Wm. H., Me Cord of Post & lic Cord, Mr. Wm,. H:
Jackson of the Jackson Iron Works, llessrs. Poulson & Iger of
the Heela Iron Works, Mr. J. I. Healey of the Healey Iron
Works, lMr. Thomas Dimond, lr. John J. Radley, lir. Valentine |
Cook, Mr. Jacob Mark, Mr. Charles O. Brown and many others.
?or mayy vears theé Secretary of thic Assoclation was the late
Mr. Andrew J. Cempbell, who had just before his death been
elected a member of Congress,

The Irorn League of this city is a branch of this
Society, and has a membership of about 250 employers of la-
bor.

The representative of this Iron Society on the’

-

Board of Examiners, lMr., William J. Pryer, may be said to be |

the father of the New York Building laws. Mr. Fryer served |

on a Commiscion to draft the Building lLew of Brooklyi, by
appointment of llayor Boody. Mr. Fryer was Chairman of the |
cormmiission appointed by Governor Flower, under an Act of the

Legislature, to draft building laws for all the cities in

|

|

| the state, excePting New York and Brooklyn. Mr. Fryer has |

edited the Reecord & Guide publication of the New York Builde

i ing Law sinee the time when the first modern building law
i was enacted.’ He is recognized as an expert in the construc-
| tion of buildings, and is conceded to be the highest author=

ity in the United States on building law nmatters,




THE REAL ESTATE OWNERS and BUILDIRS' ASSOCIATION.

( CHARLES BUEK, PRESIDENT )

CORNELIUS O!'REILLYwsesemum oo e e e e 0 e o N 0 S A s B 0 DELEGATE.

This Assoclation has a membership numbering betwenﬁ
400 and 500, every one of whom are men directly connected
with building operations and every one of whom are tax-pay-
ers. The President of the Association is a prominent arch-
itect and builder, who for many years past hee erected each
‘year mubers of cholee residence buildings on his own acecount
for the market.
Mr. Cornelius O'Reilly the representative of this
Society on the Board of Examirers has been a bullder for the
past 40 years in this city. He was the Chairman of the
Building Committee of the Grant llomment Assoclation from
_the commencaement to the finish. He served-as a menber.of i

the State Building Law Cormmission, and has taken an aetive

|

part in every revision of the New York City building law foﬂ

the past fifteen years.




THE NEW YORKX REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE.

( ALFRED E. MARLING,PRESIDENT )

SAMUEL MC MILLAN e O e e g —=e=DELEGATE.,

|
|
|

This Exchange may be said to represent directly an4
indirectly all the real estate of New York City.

It has a deepor interest in laws relating to build-

ings, and to the proper administration of such laws than any

otherSosiety or all other trade assoclations put together.
Its representative on the Board of Examiners 1is Hr,
semuel Mc Millan, the present President of the Park Depart-—|
ment. Mr. Me Millan is a builder, the senior member of thé
firm of S. Me Millan & Co., holds several important corporate
ositions, is a large owner of real estate and a man of

large wealth,







