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AN ACT

TO AMEND THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER IN RELATION
TO PROMOTIONS IN THE POLICE FORCE.

The People of the State of New York,
represented in Senate mnd Assembly, do enact

as followa:

Section 1: Section two hundred and eighty-eight of
the Greater New York Charter as amended by Chapter one
hundred and sixty of the laws of nineteen hundred and

seven and by Chapter

of the laws of nineteen hundred and fourteen is hereby

amended to read as follows:

PROMOTIONS IN POLICE FORCE,

§288, Promotion of officers and members of the
police force shall be made by the police commissioner,
as provided in section one hundred and twenty-four of
this act, on the basis of seniority, meritorious police
service and superior capacity, as shown by competitive
examination, but no detail tc act as inspector, or to

service in the detective bureau, as hereafter provided,

shall be deemed a promotion. individual acts of personal

bravery may be treated as an element of meritorious
service in such oxaminétion, the relative rating there=
forto be fixed by the municipal civil service commission.

The police commissioner shall transmit * the municipal

civil .service commission in advance of such examination




the complete record of each candidate for promotion.
Sergeants shall be selected from among patrolmen of the
‘first grade, but sergeants may be reduced to the grade
of patrolman at any time Dby the police commissioner.
I.ieutenants of police ‘shall be selected from among
sergeants who shall have served at least [two years]

six months econtinuously as such. Captains shall be
selected from among lieutenants of police who shall have
served &t least [three years] one year as such. The
police commissioner shall, 1in the exercise of his dis-
cretion, from time to time detail nineteen captains to
act as inspectors, with the title while so acting of
inspectors of police, and at his pleasure may revoke any
or all such detalls. While so detailed such officer

shall receive a salary at the rate of seven hundred and

fifty dollars a year in addition to the anount of salary

which regularly attaches to the office of captain.

When a captain shall have acted under regular detall as
inspector during a period or perilods aggregating five
years, such officer shall have the sane rights in respect
to the relief pension fund as were vested by law 1in 1n-
spectors of police on the first day of February in the
year nineteen hundred and seven; provided, however,
that when the commissioner designates a captain to act
in the place of a captain under regular detall as in-
gpector, during the temporary absence or dil sability of
the latter, the officer so designated shall not be en=

titled to any additional salary, and the period of such




designation shall not be counted in his favor in computing
such five-year period. A captain, while detailed to
act as inspector, shall be chargeable with and responsi-

ble for the discipline and efficiencyof the force under

hls commande.

Section 2 This act shall take effe ot immediately,
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AN ACT
TO AMEND SECTIOKN 1543-A OF THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER

BY ELIMINATING THE RE-HEARING OF CHARGES AND THE RE-

INSTATEMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED POLICE FORCE
WI1TH THE CONSENT OF THE MAYOR AND THE POLICE COMMIS~
SIONER.,

The People of the State of New York, repre-
sented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows$

Section 1, Section fifteen hundred and forty

three A of the Greater New York Charter is hereby

amended to read as follows?

{Police and] Pire commissioner [ s8] may rehear

charges and reinstate members of force.

§1543-a, Upon written application to the mayor

by the person aggrieved, setting forth the reasons for
demanding such rehearing, [ the police commissioner, if
the person aggrieved was a member of the pol}ce force,
or] the fire commissioner, [if the person aggrieved was
a membér of the fire department,| shall have the power,
in his discretion, to rehear the charges upon which a
member of the uniformed [police or] fire department,
[as the case may be,] has been dismissed, unlees such
dismissal was for insubordination, conduct unbecoming
an officer or member, cowardice or intoxication: proe
vided that such .former member of such force [or departe
ment] shall waive in writing all claim against the

city of New York for back pay and provided further that
the mayor shall, in writing, consent to such rehearing,

stating the reasons why such charges should be reheard.
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Such application for a rehearing shall be made
within one year after this act takes effect or within
one year from the date of the removal if such removal

occurs after this act takes effect.

If such commissioner shall determine that such
member has been illegally or unjustly dismissed such
commigssioner may reinstate such member and allow him
the whole of his time since such dismissal, to be ap-
plied on his time of service in such department, or
for such other or further relief as such commissioner
may determine just, or to affirp his dismissal as he

may determine from the evidence.

Section 2 This act shall take effect imme-

diately.
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AN ACT
TO AMEND THE GREATER NEW YORK CHARTER, IN RELA-
TION TO THE DISMISSAL OR OTHERWISE DISCIPLINING
MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED FORCE OF THE POLICE

DEPARTMENT, AND REVIEW THEREQOF BY THE COQURTS.

The People of the State of New York, represent-

ed in Benate and Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section two hundred and eighty-
eight of the Greater New York charter, as amended by chapter

one hundred and sixty of the laws of nineteen hundred and

seven, is hereby amended to read as follows:

§288. Promotions of officers and members of
the police force shall be made by the bolice commissioner,
as provided in section one hundred and twenty-four of this
act, on the basis of seniority, meritorious police ser?iee
and superior capacity, as shown by competitive examination,
but no detail to act o8 inspector, or to service in the de-
tective bureau, as hereafter provided, shall he deemed a
promotion. Individual acts of personal bravery may be

treated as an element of meritorious service in such examinae

tion, the relative rating therefor to be fixed by the muni-

cipal civil service commission. The police commissioner

shall transmit to the municipal civil éervice commission_in

advance of such examination the complete record of each

| candidate for promotion., ©Sergeants shall be selected from




among patrolmen of the first grade, but sergeants may be
reduced to the grade of patrolmen at any time by the police
commissioner, [, after due trial upon charges, the deter-
mination of which may be reviewed by writ of certiorari. ]
Lieutenants of police shall be selected from among ser=-

geants who shall have served at least two years continu-

l ously as such. Captains shall be selected from among
lieutenants of »nolice who shall have served a2t least three

| years as such. The police commissioner shall, in the exer-

cise of his discretion, from time to time detail nineteen

captains to act as inspectors, with the title while so

acting as inspectors of police, and at his pleasure may
revoke any or all such details. While so detailed such
officer shall receive a salary at the rate of seven hundred

and fifty dollars a year in addition to the amount of salary

- which regularly attaches to the office of captain. When a

captain shall have acted under regular detail as inspector

' during a period or periods aggregating five years, such
officer shall have the same rights in respect to the re-

lief pension fund as were vested by law in inspectors of

police on the first day of Feburary in the year nineteen

hundred and seven; provided, however, that when the com-

’ missioner designates a captain to act in the place of a
captain under regular detail as inspector, during the
temporary absence or disability of the latter, the officer
80 designated shall not be entitled to any additional

- salary, and the period of such designation shall not beé
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counted in his favor in computing such five-year period.

A captain, while detailed to act as inspector, shall be

|

chargeable with and responsible for the discipline and

efficiency of the force under his command.
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Section 2, Section two hundred and ninety of the
Greater New York Charter, as amended by chapter one hundred

and sixty of the laws of nineteen hundred and seven, is

hereby amended to read as follows:

§290. The central office bureau of detectives

heretofore existing pursuant to this section, as re-
vised and re-enacted by chapter four hundred and sixty=
six of the laws of nineteen hundred and one, and the
rank or grade of detective sergeant in the police

force are hereby abolished. But the persons holding
the position of detective s'ergeant when this act takes
effect shall remain members of the force with the rank
of lieutenants of police and shall retain all their
rights as to pay and pensicn or otherwise as es‘tabli shed
by law on the first day of February in the year nineteen
hundred and seven, and any such person whose name 18 on
an eligible list when this act takes effect shall not
be deprived of his eligibility for promotion acquired
thereby. The police commissioner shall organize and
maintaiﬂ a bureau for detective purposesto be known

as the detective bureau. The police commissioner
shall, from time to time', detail to service in said
bureau as many members of the force as he may deem
necessary to make the bureau efficient, and may at any
time revoke any such detail. Of the members of the
police force so detaiied the' police commissioner may

designate not exceeding one hundred and fifty in




number as detectives of the first grade, who while
performing duty in said bureau, and while so designated
as detectives of the first grade, shall be paid the
same salary as lieutenants of police under tais chapter,
but the police commissioner may at his pleasure revoke
any such designation. The person who may be assigned
by the police cormiséi oner to the command of said bureau
while acting in such capacity shall receive the same
salary as a captain detailed to act as inspector.
Any member of the force detailed to said bureau while so
detailed shall retain his rank in the force and shalil
be eligible for promotion the same as if serving in the.
uni formed force, and the time during which he serves in
said bureau shall count for all purposes as if served in
his rank or grade in the uniformed force. The head=
quarters of said bureau shall be at police headquarters

in the borough of Manhattan. A branch office shall be

maintained in the borough of Brooklyn. Other branch

offices may be maintained in such places as the come
missioner may determine. Nothing in this section shall
aimit the power of the .ol ce commissioner to dismiss 'or
dtherwise discipline without trial any member of the uni

orce by an order that shall be fina maich final oxrde:

10t be subject to review b 1€ courts




Section 3, Section two hundred and ninety-
two of the Greater New York charter is hereby amended

to read as follows:

POLICE COMMISSIONER; DUTIES AND POWERS.

(292, The police commissioner shall Dbe
the chief executive officer of the police force.
He shall be chargeable with and responsible for
the execution of all laws and the rules and regu=-
lations of the department, He shall assign to
duty the officers and members of the police force,,
and shall have power t0 change such assignments
from time to time, whenever, in his judgment, the
exigencies 0of the service may require such change,
He shall have power to suspend without pay, pend=
ing the preparation, service and return day of
charges and a final order thereon, [trial of
charges,] any member of the police force, If any
member o0f the police force s0 suspended shall not
be convicted by the police commisgioner of the
charges so,preferred, he shall be entitled tO
full pay from the date 0of suspension, notwith-
standing such charges and suspension, Said
police officer may grant leaves of a,bsence to
members of the force for a period not exceeding

five day Se




Section 4, Section three hundred of the Great-

er New York charter, as amended by chapter three hundred

and forty-one of the laws of nineteen hundred and four,

is hereby amended to0. read as fOllows:

POLICE COMMISSIONER; RULES, ETC., FOR GOVERN-
MENT AND DISCIPLINE OF POLI (B DEPARTMENT AND POLICE

PORCE; [TRIALS;] DISMISSALS.

§ 300, The police commissioner is authorized
and empowered tO0 make, adopt and enforce rules, orders
ené regulationg for the government, discipline, admine

istration and digposition of the police department and
‘police force and the members thereof, [ He shall have
power and is authorized to adopt rules and regulations

for the examination, hearing, investigation and deter=-

minaticn of charges made Or preferred against any mem=-

ber Oor members of the said police force, but no member
or members of the police force except as Otherwisge pro=
vided in this chapter shall be fined, reprimanded, re=-
moved, suspended or cdismissed from the poOlice foOrce un=
til- written charges shall have been made Or preferred
against him or them, nor until such charges shall have
been examined, heard and invegtigated before the police
commissioner or one of his deputies, upon such reason-
able notice t0 the member or members charged, and 1in
such manner of procedure, practice, examination‘ and ine
vestigation as the said commissioner mey, by rules and

regulations, from time to time prescribe, The police

commissioner shall designate two places for the trial of
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members 0f the police force upon charges, One of said
places for the boroughe of Manhattan, Bronx and Richmo nd,
«nd the other of said places for the boroughs 0f Brooklyn
and Queens, The trial of any member of the police force
upon charces shall be held in the place of trial desige
nated by the police commissicner as the place for the
trial of charges for the borough within which the accusg=
ed member was serving at the time the charge was pre-
ferred,) o member of the uniformed force shall be
fined, reprimanded, susgpended, dismissed Or rgduced Uune-
til he has been allowed an Opportunity Of making an exX-
planation before the police cOmmigsioner Or One of his
deputies, orally or in writing, in person Or by counsel
or both, not less than forty-eight hours after service
of written charges upOn said member, If such explana-

tion be made before a deputy commnissioner, the record
there®f, including all papers in the matter and the re-

commendation oOf said depuly commi ssioner, shall be re=-

duced to writing and transmitted to the commigsioner
for decision, In every case the decision of the com-
missioner fining, reorimanding, suspending, dismissing
or reducing a member of the uniformed 1O0rce shall be
final and not subject to review by the courts.

Within one year after such decision of the com-
missioner any such member may make a written application

to the mayor for another opportunity of making an explan-

ation, setting forth his reasons thereifor; and the mayor




may, in his di scretion, grant said application, provided
such member shall waive in writing ell claim for back
nay Or damages, If such aponlication be approved by the
he poli ommissioner shall grant another Op-
rortunity of making an expnlanation and ma in hig disg-

cretion, affirm, revoke or modify his decigion upoOn such
terms as t0 allowence of time 10 be agglied to the ser-

vice of said member in the police department, Or other=
wise, as in hieg |i udgment may be eguitabl €, Any member

of the police force who may hereafter become insane Or
of unsound mind, s0 ag t0 be unable or unfit to perfom

full police service or duty, may be removed and dismissed

from the police force by the commissioner,




Section 5: Section three hundred and two of
the Greater New York Charter 1s hereby amended to

read as follows:

"Police Commissioner; punishments by;

[limitations of suits for reinstatements, etc. ]

§ 302. The police commissioner shall have
power, in his discretion, on conviction by [him or by
any court or officer of competent jurisdiction, of a
member of the force of any criminal offense, or when

he deems unsatisfactory an explanation made in answer

to charges of neglect of duty, violation of rules,

or neglect or disobedience of orders, or absence

without leave, or any conduct injurious to the public

peace or welfare, or immoral conduct or conduct unbecoming

an officer, or any breach of cdiscipline, to punish the

offending party by reprimesnd, forfeiting and withholding
pay for a specified time, suspension, without pay during

such suspension, or by dismissal from the force; but no more

than thirty days' pay or salary shall be forfeited or deduct-
ed for any offense. All such forfeitures shall be paid
forthwith to the treasurer of the department to the account
of the police pension fund. The police commigsioner is al-
go authorized and enpowered, in his discretion, to deduct

and withhold pay, salary or compensation from any member

or members of the police force, for or on account of absence
for any cause without leave, lost time, sickness or other
disability, physical or mental; provided, however, that the
pay, salary or compensation so deducted and withheld shall

not, except in case of absence without leave, exceed one-

half thereof for the period of such absence, any act or law




to the contrary notwithcstanding: and said police commissioner
1s authorized and empowered from time to time to make and

prescribe rules and regulations to carry into effect and

enforce the provisions of this section. No action, suit

or proceeding, either at law or in equity, shall be commuenced

or maintained against the police department, or any member

thereof, or against the police commi ssioner, or against the

mayor, or agalinst The City of liew York by any member or

officer, or former member or officer of or belonging to the

police force or department of said city to recover or compel

the payment of any salary, pay, money or compensation tfor

or on account of any service or duty, or to recover any

salary, compensation or moneys, or any part thereof forfeited,

deducted or withheld tor any cause, unless such action, suit

or proceedings shall be commenced within two years after the
'

cause ol action shall have accrued; provided that causes of

action or proceedings which shall have heretoifore accrued may

be begun or brought within six years after the same shall

have accured and within two years after the passage of this

act; but nothing in this section contasined shiall be con strued
or held to extend the time in which causes of action or pPro=-
ceedings which shall have heretofore accrued must be brought,
and no proceedings shall be brought to procure the restora=-
tion or reinstatement to said police force or aepartment of
any member or officer thereof, unless said proceeding shall
be instituted within four months after the cause of action
or_proceeding ahall have accrued[after the decision or order
sought to be reviewed, ] Sald proceeding when so brought
shall be placed upon the calendar by the party instituting
the same, for hearing, for a term of the court not later

than the second term after the filing of the answer or return

in said proceeding, and of service or notice of said filing
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upon the party instituting said proceeding. And in the
event of the failure of the party instituting the said proceed-

ing to place the said proceeding upon the said calendar, then

the said proceeding shall be dismissed for want of prosecution

upon application to that effect by the corporation counsel,

unless the court for good and sufficient cause shell otherwise

order.

Section 6. Nothing in this act shall affect the
right to a review in any case wherein charges have been served

prior to the time when this act shall take effect.

Section 7. This act shall take effect immediately,
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TO AVEND THE GAEATER RNY YORK CHARTER IN RELATION
T THE REFUNDING OF MONSYS FROM THE PRESION FUND
TC DISHMIGGED MEMBERS OF THS UNIPORMED POLICE PORCE,

Seotion 1y The Urester New York Charter
ie hereby smended by adding te chapter elght theree
of 2 noew saction to Le known as segtion three hune

dred and Tifty«five A, the same to read as followe)

Id; HEVUED OF MOWEY PALID 70 THR PERSION
FUND BY DICHIZEED MEMBERE OF THE FORCR,

{366 A, Vithin Tifteen days after the
dimmicoal of any membey of the pﬁllu foree who i
hereafter allowed an opportunity of making an exe
planstion and who has contributed to the pension
fund, the police commissionsr shall pay to said dise
missed member out of the pension fund all money e
deducted or contributed from sald asmber's pay, sale
ary or compencsation and paid inte said fund Iin age
eordance with any law, rule or regulation, exoept
m- deducted as fines uﬁ ponaliies. HNo refund
from the sald pension fund shall be made when the
menber has deen nmud ag the result of a orime
Ay say Sourt or offiser of sempetent Jurisdistion.

.

Seotion 2. This aot shall take effect ime

1Y
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AN ACT
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TO AUEAD THE OREATER NEY YORK CHARTER 1IN RRLAYION
TO TRE PAYMENT OF IBTERELT Fhom T2 CITY TREASURY
OF NOERYD REFUNDED FROM T2 PRBCIOR PURD 70 Dlle
BINEED NEETE OF THE URIFGREED POLICE FORCH.

Seotion 1¢ The Ureatsr Sew York charter
is heareby anendsd by adding te Chapter VIII tharse
of & new pection to be known an section three hune
dred and fiftyefive 5, the same o rend as follows:

143 INTERZOT OF REPUNDED PENOION RORXY,

$385 By Theres shall be pald from the olty
treasury to the dismiceed membere of the uniformed
police force whe are hereafter allowed an opportune

ity of making an explanation, simple intaerest at

the rate of four pasr gsnt. per annum oomputed as of
the first day of January of each year on the total
amount contributed hy sanid momber to the pension

s There shall be appropricted annually b the

oity & sufficient sum to =meet the ent of said
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