Condensed statement for use in
Mavor's messape.

Street Improvement is advancing rapidly in the Twenty -
third ahd Twenty-fourth Wardse. The street lines and grades have beeﬁ
at last established and building operations have been stimulated 1arge—
ly in consequences The law required that the maps of the terfitory
added to the City and County of New York January lst.1874, should be
filed on or before January 1lst.l896. This requiremehf ﬁas cbmélied
withvby the Commissioner of Streét Improvements ofAthe 23rd aﬁd 24£ﬁ
Wards, fhe Board of Street Opening and Improvement leﬁding.its co;ép—
eration to the extent necessary. The fact that the property oﬁﬁers
in these wards have no longer to speéulate with thé perpiexing ques-
tion of streeﬁ lines and grades is a subject of general congratukmioﬁ
and is one of the greatest importance to the locality in question.

About 275 proceedings are pending for the legal opening Xxkm of
streets in the 23rd and 24th Wards, while 40.74 miles of avenues :and
streets were legally opened during 1896. Actual street coﬁstfuctioﬁ
follows the legal opening mR in every case as rapidly as circumstané
ces will permite During the last year 15 1000 miles of sewers weré

489

constructed in the 23rd and 24th Wards. There are now 90 1655 miles
11

of sewers in this locality, 43 i%0 miles of granite and trap block

pavement, 95 igg miles of macadamizad roads, and 181 Bl mlles "of
earth roadse Tharxsxwxrex Brick has been 1ntroduced for pavement on
one of the leading avenues and asphalt has been also introduced.

The topographical survey is progeessing in the locality annexed
to the city in 1895 This survey will be completed in about two years
hence and then the work of street lay out of that section will foliow.

In the new section about $50,000.00 was spent during 1896 for

road repaire Sewer construction is under way at Williamsbridge and
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Condensed statement for use in
Mayor's message.

it is safe to say that no new part of any city has received more atten-
tion within such a short time after annexation in the way 6f stfeet im;
provement as that part of the city east of the Bronx River. It is a.
noteworthy fact that the population of the Twenty-third and Twenty-foﬁrth
Wards has more than doubled inside of six years. The population of the
two wards is now about 200,000, |
The assessed valuation of the Twenty=third and Twenty—fourth Wards
exclusive of park lands in 1890 was $44,448 914,00 ;
The assessed valuation now exclusive of park lands

is $69,546.809,00

This does not include the new section, which according to the Tax

Department figures is $15,055.200.00, thus making a totél valuation of

$ 84,580,009,00
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.
HSanuary 4th,1896,
Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

I transmit herewi th a statement showing the general
scope of the operations of this Department, as well as giving
some data of the work done during the past yvear,with other facts
of interest in connection with the Department for use in your

Honor's annual message to the Board of Aldermen.

Respectfully,
Eine 7.
W

Cormmissioner,




New York January 4th.1896.

Hon- wm. L. St!‘ong,

Mayor:
The street system of the City of New York north and

east of the Harlem River and between the Sound and the
Hudson, is under the jurisdiection of the Department of
Street Improvements,which ﬁepartment was created by

the provisions of Chapter 545 of the Laws of 1890 and
which‘went into operation January‘lst,lBQl,succeeding to
the powers, the Department of Publiec parks had over the
thet territory at that time, as far as street lay out,
Maintenance and construction,&c. were concerned. Pré—
vious to the recent annexation of a part of Westchester
County, under the provisions of Chapter 934 of the Laws
of 1895, the area of the 23d and 24th Wards consisted
of 12,317 acres or 19 l/b square miles,being about 200
acres less than Manhattan Island. The new territory
has been added to the 24th Ward and is more than double
the area that previously constituted the two wards of\
the city north and east of Manhattan Island,

The jurisdiction of the Department of Street

Improvements was confined hitherto to the land lying laﬁtfff‘

of the Bronx River. The new acquisitibn embraces about
14,000 acres of which about 2000 acres are park lands.,
The park lands are Bronx Park,Bronx and Pelham Parkways
and Pelham Bay Park,

Pelham Bay Park,the easterly half of Bronx Park and
Bronx and Pelham Parkways are wifhin the limits of the
towns of Westchester, Eastchester and Pelham,

The task originally ontfnatad to theipepartmént of

Street Improvements provided for the conversion of about: |

&




50 village lay outs and a vast area of unimproved and
undeveloped land into a modern city system.

The immense amount of technical labor involved in
the preparation of the final maps of the street system
of the 23rd and 24th Wards made it impossible to complete
the final maps under the provisions of Chapter 545 of
the Laws of 1890,namely:

"within two years and six months from the first day of
"January ,eighteen hundred and ninety-one,"

The time for the completion of the maps was extended by
Chapter 443 of the Laws of 1893 to: "on or before the
"first dag of July,eighteen hundred and ninety-~five,"
and the time for the filing of the final maps was
extended by the same act to "on or before the first
"day of January,eighteen hundred and ninety-Six." All
the maps of the 23rd and 24th Wards as the territory
comprising these two wards existed previous to the recent
annexation,have been filed., It is perhaps well to
mention that the Board of Street Opening and Improve;
ment under the law possesse§ a certain veto power on
the maps prepared by the Commissioner of Street

Improvements. It has happened however, generally

speaking, that the maps presented by that official have

met with the prompt concurrence and approval of the
Board of Street Opening and Improvement of_which Board
the Commissioner of Street Improveménts is a member,
having co-equal authority in the Board in all matters
appertaiging to the street system of the 23d and 24th

Wards.




The same work exactly as to street lay out will have to be repeated
in the territory acded to the city and county of New York by Chapter 934
'of the Laws of 1895, A topographical survey must be mede of the entire
district showing the position and extent of all roads, streets, avenues
ahd lanes,all division 1%nes a~d boundaries of land and =all buildings,
creeks, brooks and visible roek surfaces, é&c. Tt will take about three
years to complete this work and it will cost about $150,000, After it
is completed the street lay out of the new secticn can be perfected. The
Board of Estimate andg Apportionment has appropriated $40,000 for the pres-
ent year for this purpose,

The most notable street improvement of the 23rd and 24th

Wards is the proposed Grand Boulevard anc¢ Concourse., The Commigsioner
of Street Tmprovements was authorized by Chapter 130 ol the Lawgpr 1895

to lay out and establish a Grand Bouleverd and Concourse, together with

not more than 15 roads running transversely under @aid Boulevard as fol-

lows! commeneing at a point on Best One Hundred and Sixty-first Street,

in said city, at the interseetion of said.strcetsand Mot t Avenue,running
thence in a northerly direction anda embracing Mott Avenue to East One
Hundred and Sixty Fifth street, thenece curving to the right and in a
northerly direetion intersecting Bast One Hundred and Seventy-fourth streect
(formerly Walnut Street), at Belmont avenue (formerly Fourth avenue) con-
tinving thence to a poiht intersecting Bast One hundred ard Seventy-seventh
street, at Morris avenue (formerly Monroe avenue) thence northerly to the
intersection of Rast One Hundred and Fight¥- second street with Ryer
avenue,; thence northerly and embracing Ryer avenue toaﬁighbridge Road;

thence northerly and embracing Anthony Avenue to Potter Place; thence

Northerly en a straight 1line to Mosholu




Parkway,intersecting its south side about two hundred and

fifty feet east of Jerome Avenue.‘Commissioners to acquire
the necessary land were appointed a short time after' the
passage of the act and are making satisfactory progress.
The maps of the 23rd and 24th Wards as filed under the
provisions ol Chaptdr 545 of the Laws of 1890 and Chapter
443 of the Laws of 1893 show a street system of 317 1/2
miles. Plans for the drainage of the sewerage districts

in the different water-sheds are well under way and will
be finished probably during the current vear. Title to
132 avenues and streets was vested in the city during
1895 under Chapter 660 of the Laws of 1893 and 15 avenues
and streets or portions thereof were legally opened during
1895 by proceedings commenced prior to the operation of
Chapter 660 of the Laws of 1893.

In the Bureau of Construetion of the ﬁepartment of

Street Improvements for the year 1895, 111,900 Sq.Yds. of
Granite Block Pavement and 3,500 Sq.Yds. of Trap Block
Pavement were laid, while 24, 000 Sq.Yds. of Block Pave-
ment were relaid and Willis Avenue was asphalted between
134th Street and Third Avenue. It was the first asphalt
laid in the city and county of New York north of Manhattan
Island. There are now altogether 130 miles of legally
opened streets in the 23rd and 24th Wards, During the
vear 13,001.71 Lin.feet of Brick Sewer and 16,432.05

Lin.Ft. of Pipe Sewer were laid.




The proposed mewer and highway through the Bronx
Valley is of special interest to the people of the new
part of the 24th Ward as when completed a part of the
sewage system of that district will connect with the
proposed trunk sewer. An investigation of the
desirability of this improvement was authorized by
Chapter 1021 of the Laws of 1895, The Commission
appointed proposes that the sewer in question shall run
from Kensico Dam south to the north line of Bronx Park,
thence easterly to the channel of the Long Island Sound

at or near High Island.

The cost of the assessable improvements made during

the five (5) years ending December 3lst 1895,u der the
Commissioner of Street Improvements amounted to
$5,235.887.16; averaging $1,047.177.43 per annum.

The assessed valuation of the 23rd and 24th Wards,
in the year 1890 was $44,448,914, and in the year 1895
$65,885,165, an increase in five (8) years of $21,436,241
being an annual average increase of $4,287,248, which
shows plainly that the increase in real estate
valuations has kept pace easily with the improvements
made . !

Whatever disadvantages or minor complications may
have accrued from what may be termed the precipitancy
of annexation east of the Bronx River they.are probably

more than counterbalanced by the practical step taken

towards a Greater New York.

gy s L i3
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Tbe experience obtained in perfecting the street
system in the territory which formerly constituted the
2%3d and 24th wards, will be of marked advantage to the
officials having charge of public improvements in the
recently added territory,and as a logical sequence
will be of great advantage to the residents of that
gsection also. The people of the new section unlike the
people of the old section find a department in existence
expecially designed to cope with all the perplexities
of a new street lay-out,construction,etec., and in that
sense are much better off than were the people who

were affected by the Annexation Act of 1873.

respectfully,

LOUIS Foo HARRERN,

Oommiasionnr,'
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.
v January 6bh,1896.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear 8ir:

In reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for
report Resolution No.l1l76 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,
grade, curb, flag,ete., HALL PLACE, from East 165th Street to
Intervale Avenue, I beg to say that HALL PLACE, from East 165th
Street to Intervale Avenue was legally opened October 7th,1895. |
This street runs through a thickly populated district and should
be improved.

I recommend approval of the resolution.
Respec tfully,
>, |
@4»@1‘) . "f“f k&

S

-

Commiss ioner'




CITY OF NEW YORK.

‘COMM|SSIONEF\’ OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS.

']..A IPQ

No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

Hon. Ym. L. Strong,
Mayor.

v

Dear Sir:-

tion No. 177 of the Board of A
bloek pavement,etc,, Bast 150t
Morris avenue, T beg to say th
®ast abd Morris avenue has been
paved east of Morris avenue to
will ecomplete the pavement .for

T recommend approval

Jepvary 6th.1896,

Tn reply tp your Honor's letter transmitting for report resolu-

ldermen, to regulate and peve with granite

h Street from Railroad avenue Bast to

at Past 150th Street between Raidroad Avenue
sewered, regulated and graded, and is

Third Avenue. By paving this bloek it

the whole length of the street.

r 7Q

Commissioner,

of the resolution.

Respectfully,




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

28d AND 24th WARDS. T AP
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

Januvary 6th.1896.

Hon., Wm. L. Strong,
Mayonr:-

Dear 8ir:-

Tn reply to your Honor'e letter transmitting for
report resolution No. 197 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate, pave,etc.,
with granite block pavemsnt, Webster avenuve from Rast 184th Street to
Pelham Avenue, T beg to say that this avenve is now under contraet for

paving south of Fast 184th Street and the work should be manzidsxsdnk

econtinved to Pelham Avenue g0 as to meke a direct cénneetion with the

Kingsbridge Road at Pelham Avenve,

T recommend approval of the resolution,

)
o f

Bommigsioner

Respectfully,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. January 6th,1896.

Hon, Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear 8ir:

In reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for
report Resolution No.201 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,
grade,etc., UNION AVENUE,from EAST 166th STREET to BOSTON ROAD,

I beg to say that UNION AVENUE,from East 156th Street to Boston
Road was legally opened July 15th,1898. This avenue is well built

up and runs through a populous section of the east side. It is

regulated and graded and improved south of East 156th Street,and

by econtinuing the work northerly it will form an important
connection between the Southern Boulevard and Boston Road.
I recommend appréval of the resolution.

Respectfully,
:,:" ¥ A /7
i
D ? 71:&/,%‘-«'
@ s

Commissioner.




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS. J.A.P.

No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Comer 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

Depusry 6th.1896.

Hen. Wm, L. Streng,
Mayvyeor.

Dear Sir:-
Tn reply to yeur Héner's letter transmitting fer repert reselu-
tien No, 203 of the Board of Aldermen to rsgulete,grade,pave
136th Street from Third Avenve to Rider avenme,
Strect from Third Avenne to Rider avenve was legall

1895, This street 1is all built up anéd runs through 2

A sewer has lately besn constructed therein,

should follow,
T reczommend approval of ths resolution.

Respeetfully,




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS.
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

J.A.P.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

Janvary Ath,1896.

Hon. "m. L. Strong,
Mayor:

Dear Sir:-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report resclv-
tion No. 204 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,grade,curb,flag,,.tc.,
Rast 167th Street from Frenklin Averue to Boston Road, T beg te sey that
this street is well built vp and a sewer was constructed in it lately.

T recommend approval of the resolution.

Respectfully,

Commicseiconer,




CITY OF NEW YORK.
COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS

234 AND 24th WARDS. A.P.

No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.
Jenvary 6th.1896,

Hon. m. L. Strong,
Mayonr:

Dear Sir:-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report resolu-
tion No.205 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate and pave with granite
block pavement Bast 170th Street from the New York and Harlem Railroad
to Webster avenuve, ¥ bep to eay that this street is peved e®ast of the
New York and Harlem Railroad and by continuing the pavement westerly to
Webster avenue, it will complete the pavement of the said thoroughfare.

T recommend approvael of the resolution.
Respectfully,

ﬁnfra /e, 7?‘%/%

Commissioner,




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

28d AND 24th WARDS.
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

|T.A 'P L]

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

January 6th.1896.,

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
G i R o o

Dear Sir:-

Tn reply to vour Honor's letter transmitting for report resolu-
tion No'. 209 of the Board of Aldermen to regulate,grade,etc., 165th Strect
from Jecrome avenue to Shuridan avenue, T beg to say that a resolution pro-
viding for this work has already besn passed by the Board of Aldermen and
approved by your Honor on Septemb2r 5th.1894jtherefore,it »ill not be
necessary to approve this vregolution.

Resgpectfully,

Korie % Heffe

Commiseioner,




CITY OF NEW YORK.

'COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS.
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

Je.A.P.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE,
Jenuvary 6th.1898.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mday on.

Dea~ SAri-

Tn reply to your Honor'sletter tranemitting for report resolu-
tion No. 210 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate, grade,curb,flag,etc.,
Westchester avenue from the Southern Boulevard to the Bronx River, T beg
to say thnt Westchester avenve from the Sovthern Boulevard to the PRronx
River was legally opened November 16,1880, West of the Bouthern Boule-
vard this avenue has been regulated and graded, and the New York,New Haven
and Hartford Railroad Company 4is: about to ereet a bridge over its
tracks at Westchester avenue near the Bronx River necessitating the grad-
ing of that portion of Westchester avenue east of the Southern Boulevard,

as an approach to said bridge.

T recommend approval of the resolution.

Respect fully,

én/l;a F g
\ N

Commissioner.




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS.
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

J.A.P. :

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE.

Januvery 6th.1896.

Hen. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor:

Deéear Siri-

In reply to your Honor's letter treansmitting fer report reselu-
tion Ne.214 of the Board of Aldermen, te erect twe additienal lamp pests
at #225 Fast 79th Street, T beg to say that Fast 79th Street being in the
19th Ward, the reselution sheuld have been forwarded to the Commissiener
of Public Werks.

Respectfully,

%0;’,1 40 7: 74[7’/{ ;"f tp

<y e -

Cemmissiener.




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS, T.ALP
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’'S OFFICE.

Jarvery 6th.1896.

Hon. ™m. L, Strong,
Mayor:

Pear Sir:i-
Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report resolu-
tion ¥o. 218 of the Board of Aldermen, to regvlate, grade, curb,flag,etc.,
Avenme from Kemp Place to Boscobel avenue, T beg to say thet the
this svenve has been asked for by the property owners along

Tt would form an important connection through the Highbridge

T recommend approval of the resolution,

Respeectfvlly,

rig = X

Commissioner.




JeJeBoe
D.o'T,

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

STRERT IMPROVEMENTS OF THE TWENTY-THIRD AND TWENTY-

FOURTH WARDS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK./Q

i New York, January 10th, 1896. j
| [

Hon. PFrancis M. Scott,;

v

e

“Tounsel to the Corporation.
Dear Sir:= REL;

I respectfully submit the f ol low ing report of
the Atto;ne; to the Department of Street Improvements of
the Twenty-third and Twenty=-fourth Wards for the quarter
ending December 3lst, 18953

Written opinions were requested and prepared or

communications in writing made in the fol lowing matters:

In the Matter of the Construc tion of Sewer in 184th
Street across Vanderbilt Avenue, West.

In the Matter of the Contract for sewer in Gerard
Avenue, from Jerome Averme to 167th Street, am
in 158th Street, from Morris Averme to Railroad
Avenue, West.

In the Matter of Contract for Sewer in 1l67th Street
and Jerome to Gerard Avenue.

In the Matter of Contract for sewer in 136th Street
from Brook to St. Anne's Avenue,.

In the Matter of Contract for sewers in Rider Averme
from Jerome Averme to 1l67th Street.

In the Matter of Contract for Sewer in 195th Street,
from Webster to Decatur Avenue; and in Tremnont
Averue, from Webster to Anthony Avenue,




In the Matter of Contract for regulating Robhbins
Avenue, from Kelly Street to Port Morris Railroad.

In the Matter of Contracts for paving Forrest Ave rme
and for sewer in Tinton Avenue and sewer in 194th
Street,

In the Matter of Contraet for repaving intersection
of Melrose Avenue and 149th Street.

In the Matter of Contract for sewers in 195th Street
from Webster to Decatur Averme, amt in Tremont
Avenue, from Webster to Anthony Avenue.

In the Matter of Contract for paving Melrose Avenuc,
from 149th to 163a Streets.

In the Matter 01 Countracts for sewers in River
Avenue and 136th Street, and grading Robbins
Avenue.

In the Matter of a temporary pavement for Tremont

Avenue .

In the Matter of Sewers in Boston Road.

In the Matter of the legal status of Orchard Street,
Kingsbridge Road, Concord Avenue, Highbridge
Street, East 177th Street and ZEast 169th Street.,

In the Matter of the Contract for paving 14lst
Street.

In the Matter of the Contract for sewer in 184th
Street.,

In the Matter of contract for sewer in Bremer
Avenue,

In the Matter of Sewer in 166th Street,

Respectfully submitted,

/m,}@%w&z\

Attorney.,

C hrrae TS




Hon. Franeis M, Scott,
Counsel t o the Corporation.

REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STREET

IMPROVEMINTS OF T™HE 234 AND
24th WARDS.




In the Matter
of Ppening One hundred and :
Eighty-first Street. s
To

The Mayor,

Comptroller,

Commissioner of Publiec Works,

President of the Department of Public Parks

President of the Board of Aldermen,

- Commissioners of 23rd & 24th Wards,
constituting the Board of Street Opening
and Improvement: -

Gentlemen: -

The undersigned, representing certain of the
property owners along the line of the above named improve-
ment, begs leave to offer the following suggest%ons in supe
rort of the application now pending before your Board.

The propriety of the application by these -
property owners that the City shall bear a part of the exe
pense of the improvement has been repeatedly questioned at
the various sessions of your Board at which the matter has
been disocussed. =

It is respectfully insisted that this criticism
is without just foundation.

Private property, under proceedings instituted
for that end is being acquired by the City for publie PUr-

poses, The Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, acte

ing under the authority of the Supreme Court have estimated ;




2
the value ‘of the property taken, and assessed the burden
upon the property benefited. They have had all the advan-

tages of evidence, inspection, counsel and deliberation, and
no objection was mede by any property owner to the propor-
tions in which the burden of assessment was adjusted in the

Cormissioner’s preliminary report.

The law places upon those Commissioners the re-
sponsibility and power of adjusting the burden of assessment
aceording to benefits. It however withholds from their con-
sideration a single question, namely *Should & part of the
iburden, and if so, what part, be placed upon the City at
"large 7

The legislature hes recognized the fact that the
opening of certain sfreets may result, not only in benefits
to the neighborhood, but also, in large measure, to the im-
mediate advantage of the City at large; and that in such
cases justice requires that a due proportion of the expehse
shell be borne by the City at large. To meet such a case
the law puts in Street Opening Proceedings the responsibility
upon your Board, of passing upon the single guestion which is
withheld from the Commissioners. ;

The law therefore provides for this application
made by the property owners, and your Board, after reports

by two independent committees and by its unanimous vote, has

. already determined that the case is one " in which its au-

thority to place & part of the Burden on the City at large

should be exercised.




S
; It is most respectfully insisted that all dif-
ficulty before your Board upon this question, hé,s arisen
through & discussion of matters within the scope of the du-
ties of the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and
outside of this Board’s authority.

The law does not place upon this Board any
responsibility for the acts or omissions of the Cormission-
ers of Estimate and Assessment; nor does it give it any
power to review the conclusions of the Commissioners.

Indeed, no reason has been shown why this Board
should exercise sny such authority, even if it had the power
so to do; for no question of the integrity, competency or
diseretion of the Commissioners has been raised.

It is therefore, with great respect, urged that
such proceedings be taken at your next session as shall
suffice to remoéel your =ction so as to provide for the
simple question of the City’s proportion of the expense of
opening One hnndi-ed and eighty first Street, without di-
recting or advising the Commissioners of Estimate and As-
sessment 2s to the details of their Report, the responsibil-

ity for whick the law puts upon them.
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or /7// Januvary 31, 1896,

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.

On June 15, 1894, a contract was executed between the
City of New York and Charles W. Collins and Thomas J. Gillis, for
regulating, grading and improving One hundred and sixty-eighth
Street from Webster to Franklin Avenues, under the direction of the
Department of Street Improvements of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards.

The preliminary estimate made by the Department's engin-
eer, for‘fhe purpose of obtaining bids, showed that six thousand
(6000) cubic yards of rock excavation would be necessary. As the
work progressed, estimates were made from time to time by the De-
partment, showing the amount of labor performed and materials fur-
nished by the contractors. Bills for such work and materials were
audited by the Comptroller, and payments of seventy (70) per centum
of the amounts thereof were made to the contractors.

The following table shows the dates of such estimatés and
the number of cubic yards of rock estimated to have been excavated
prior to such dates, viz:

Estimate No. October 29, 1894, 8,000 cubic yards
4 " November 20, 1894, 11,260 i "
" December 20, 1894, 13,060 "
n March 30, 1895, 10,660, " 1
" \ May 28, 1895, 15,060' iy g
The total amount of rock excavation, therefore, as certified by the
Commissioner of Street Improvements of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards, is nine thousand and sixty (9,060) cubic yards in
excess of the amount shown by the preliminary estimate. Bills in-
cluding charges for such excessive amount have been approved by the

Comptroller and seventy (70) per centum thereof paid in accordance




with the terms of the contract.

An investigation made by an engineer in our employ shows
rthat the total amount of rock excavated was seventy-five hundred
(7,600) cubic vards. Since our investigation was coﬁmenced the
Commissioner of Street Improvements of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards has had made an estimate which agrees substantially
with that made by our engineer.

It would appear from the above facts that the final esti-
mate, as certified by the Commissioner of Street Improvements of the
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, contains an excess of seventy-
five hundred and sixty (7,560) cubic vards of rock excavation. 1In
our opinion, a deduction should be made from the final payment under
this contract, which payment is now being withheld by the Comptrol=-
ler subject to this examination.

An account is kept by the said Department of Street Im-
provements of the foroe employed daily under all contracts. Such
account shows that for the period ending August 16, 1894, 865 l/b
days of labor by men and 175 days of work by teams had been per=
formed under this contract. The said Department's engineer eéti—
mated that during such period the work performed was of the value
of $3,515.00. The account for the period ending September 20, 1894,
indicates that there were 964 days of labor by men and 153 days of
work by teams. The engineer estimated that during that period the
work amounted in value to $2,300.00, or $1,216.00 less than the pre=-
vious estimate, although the amount of labor was about the same.

By comparing the estimate and force accoupt for the per=~
iod ending October 20, 1894, with that for the period ending No-~
vember 20, 1894, it appears that 867 l/é days of labor by men and
150 days of work by teams during the former period performed_work
of the value of only #5,455.00, whereas during the latter period

401 3/2 days of labor by men and 62 days work by teams performed

work of the value of $3,543.50, which is $88.50 more than the value

-~
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of the work performed by double the number of teams and men during

the former period.

From the estimate for the period ending September 20,
1894, it appears that 24 days of labor of masons, with 36 days of
labor of helpers, built 350 cubic yards of masonry, while the es-
timate for the period ending October 20, 1894, shows that 38 days
of labor of masons, with 48 days of labor of helpers, built only
150 cubic yards of the same class of work.

The estimate for the period ending December 20, 1894,
shows that three hundred cubic yards'of dry rubble masonry were
built, while it appears from the force account that not a single
mason or helper was employed during that period.

It would therefore appear that the system of inspection
in the Department of Street Improvements of the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards is of very little value and that steps should

be taken to secure a proper system.

Respectfully submitted,

&4}26’ hyﬂ)ac/’L‘L/‘ /Z’
Lt

Commissioners.




BOARD QF STREBT OPENING AND IMPROVEMENT.

IN THE MATTER

OPENING OF 18l1lst STREET,.

ee 99 89 49 68 0% 0 S0 89 S0 se “

The Hon., William~L. Strong, the Han. Ashbel P. Fiteh,
the Hone Charies H. T. Collis, the Hon. S. Van Rensselaer
Cruger, the Hon. John Jeroloman, forming the

BOARD OF STREET OPENING AND IMPROVEMENT.

Gentlemen#—

ﬁ&dng one of the petitioning property owners on the pro=-
posed line of 18lst Street against whomme. Comptroller as a.meﬁbér
of this Board has wttered his anathema, I hope that the members of
the Board will not deem improper this statement of reasons on which
ane, at least, of the petitioners bases his justification for a
freedom from that shame or confusion which the.bomptroller insists
aught to overwhelm the petitioners included in his denunciation.

As I understand the law regulating opening”or streets in
this eity,this Board acts respecting a streetropening such as 181lst
Street in a capacity supplementary to that of the Commissioners of
Estimate and Assessment.

Thosozcbmmissioners.are re qui red (Ghap; 406, Laws of

1888), "to make a just and equitable estimate and assessment of

‘Toss and damage and of the benefit and advantage if any" to owners




ef land and other persons interested within a certain area, the
discretion of the Commissioners being restricted as to area (Do.,
Chap; 410, Laws of 1882, 8 976), and as to proportion of each assess-
ment to assessed value of the land (Chap'. 40, Laws of 1882, §981).

In other words, having ascertained the probable cost and
expense, the Cammissioners, subjeet to the restrictions stated, ap=-
portion such cost and expense.

But there is a party who may be benefitted by the opening
and vho is not within the jurisdiction of the Commissioners.

This party is ths,City;

In its corporate capacity the City may be benefitted by
use of the street for water drains, for sewers and for other pur-
poses, as well as by increased taxable value of adjacent propert&.
As a community, the City may be benefitted by convenience of use,
@f the proposed streef. I am sure all of the petitioners hope
that no member of this Board will fail to enjoy & share of thig
benefit frem the opening of 181st Street.

To prevent (as I understand the purpose of the law) a
failure of justice and in order that the City shall not incur the
humiliation of seeking to reap where it has no; sown and to pa¥take
ef benefits to the cost of securing which it has not. contributed,

the law places an the Board of Street Opening and Improvement the

duty of detemining "what proportion of the cost and expense" gl

ready established by the Commissioners shall be assessed on the
property which the Commissioners, in the exereise of the restrieted

discretion conferred upon them, have determined will he,beneritted.

And the remainder of this cost and expense is to be de-




frayed by the City corporation‘.‘ Therefore the first question for
this Board is whether in the benefit of the opening the City wiil
partake, and, if the answer be affimative, then what portion of
the cost and expense of obtaining that benefit, justice and a due
sense of munieipal self-respect requiregy that the City bear and pai

Two Committees of this Board have reported affimatively
respecting benefit accruing to the City;. The conclusions of these
Committees will noty, I presume, be disputed by any person conver=
sant with the ractsl. The recommendation that so much as 70 per.
ce:nt‘. of the cost and expense be assessed on private property, is
submitted to be quite conservative of the interests of the public
tr&aswry;

These facts being not disputed, we are here met by the
suggestions of Mr. Comptroller on which he bases the canclusion‘
that owners of property on the proposed street ought to relinquish
in shame their pending petitionl.

The valwe of our property will be greatly enhanced, we
are told, by 18lst Street, and we are reproached with the fact that
some years since certain owners of property east of the Kingsbridge
Road opened a section of this street east of th;t Road at their own
expense:,

Respecting the latter faet the observation appears not in.
appropriate thet liberality of owners on the e;st in other years
ought not to be made a scourge with which to lash ' owners on the

west now.

J‘h{apart from any such consideration, the faects prompt=

ing the action of the east side owners and the different grade of

the lands on the east from that of the lands on the west of the




Kingsbridge Road, show clearly that the cases are not analogous.

But on the suggestion of resulting benefit to property
owners_aMr;. Comptroller secems to rely more especiallsz;'.

Owners of property west of the Kingsbridge Road, the pa~
tient objects of municipal neglect, who have 8o long consoldd them-
selves with the phantoms of hope for the reality of heavy taxation,
will not wigh to emnclude that this suggestion may itself be the

result of a mere delusion of Mr. Comptroller's fanecy.

But the suggestion, if not quite irrelevant, is directly

opposed to the eanclusion sought to be drawn from ite.

If the proposed opening be an improvement so important
a8 to greatly enhance in value the property facing on the street
to be opened, this result will follow because the street will be
of great publie utility, a benefit to the whole community‘.

If, for instance, a certain corner lot mentioned by the
Comptroller shall become very valuable, the cause will be the im-
portance to the publie and for the publie of the streets forming
the corner. Unless the street ‘were advantageous to the communi-
ty, the opening would bring slight increase of value: to this cora
ners And in whatever increase there shall be of that value, the
City corporation will share in inereased taxes‘.

But, except from a socialistiec point of 'view, I am unable
ifo perceive why the circumstance that the publie afdvantageax will
not accrue without private owners being also benefited, is any rea~
son why the City should refuse to share in the costs of obtaining
such publie advantages‘.

That through the Board of Street Opening and Improwement

to which the matter is by law entrusted, the City corporation will




thus refuse, I do not yet believe.

The petitioners do not seem to me to come before the
Board as "valiant beggars'oras persons seeking "to lout" the City
treasury, but as persons asking that justice be done, the justice
which consists in the City paying (at least in part) for value
which the City is to receive..

Why from the standpoint of any upholder of the right of
pPrivate property, they ought to be rebuked, I cannot understand.

But if, notwithstanding the power vested by law in this
Board, and despite the reports of its own Committees and the con-
ceded publiec benefits, the entire cost of opening this very imporw
tant and urgently needed public thoroughfare be imposed on private
owners, will not shame and reproach rest forever on the City which
will, in that event, partake of advantages in the cost of obtaining
which it will have refused to shareé

I am, Gentlemen,

ﬁeﬁum‘% ]Lt:lfﬂ& Yours very respectfully,

71 /\/5@(/“:(“/“01-{, Wﬁ—“—z—;—'—
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Pabruary 3rd, 1896,

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your Honor's letter tramsmitting for
report resolution Ho.288 of the Board of Aldermem, I beg to say
that the title to BURNSIDE AVENDE was wvested in the city, February
1st,1888, and that no regular proceeding for acgmiring title to
SEDOWICE AVENTE w=s ever taken.

The Commiss ioners of Highways of the Town of West Farms
accepted the said SEDGWICK AVEIDE, on March 24,1873, from the
adjoining preperiy oWners, and did declare the same %o be a public
highway to be known as SEDGWICK AVERTE.

The aesessment for improvements could be levied.

I recommend approval of the resoclution.

Respectlully,

Commissioner,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. February 3rd,1896.

Hon. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No. 290 of the Board of Aldermen to regulate, grade,
etc., DECATUR AVENUE,from Kingsbridge Road to Brookline Street,

I beg to say that DECATUR AVENUE, from Kingsbridge Road to
Brookline Street was legally opened September 30th,1895, That
portion of Decatur Avenue north of Brookline Street was regulated
graded, curbed and flagged, and to complete the avenue to Kings-
bridge Road it is necessary to grade that portion mentioned in
the above named resolution. '

I recommend approval of the resolugion.

Respectfully,

Commiss ioner,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE.
February 20th.1896.

BOARD OF STRWET OPENTNG AND TMPROVEMENT,

Gentlemen .=~

Tn reply to the recent petition of Henry Mehles for the
elosing of Worth avenve and part of old Fitch street, T beg to cay that
this is a case which appears to come within the operation of Chapter 1006
of the Laws of 1895, and as T understand there were no proeecedings taken
before under this act, T respectfully suggest that this matter be referred
to the Cours@l to the Corporation.

Respectfully,

o ® WA

angy —

Copmiscsioner.,
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In the matter of the saleetion 6 a
site Tor a naw Park undar the Aet j'as!
gl By ths Larialaturs of the Stass af
Moy York in 1895, knewn as chaptar 911
of the Lawe of 1685, sansitlsd “An Aet!
1o Provide for ths lgving Ouf of &V ¢
Puhlie Park in the City of YNaw York® :

-—--------—-ouu\-o--x
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in tha eity of Waw Yark. batwawm Ty m?.;.ath and "'h‘ Yl ath a?re 1
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bs had af' the present eondition of the vhelas ot tha !Mat Side csr
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e mmant housas, md thu 1% la we d,-moalr petmlutall a8 any upo
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the Waestd i’:’.!,fies of ths City of Naw Yerk,. The whels ides of tha
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City and County of New York, ss.

being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the

in this action, that he has read the foregoing and

knows the contents thereof; and that the same is true of own knowledge, except as to the
matters therein stated to be alleged on information and belief, and that as to those matters he

believes it to be true.

Sworn to before me this (I(ly}
of 189

Notary Publie,
New York County.
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OLCOTT AND OLCOTT, ;
= |
Attorneys for Cen. Heo . ilmmo-ru/ <

4 WARREN STREET,

NEW YORK.

Due and timely service of the within is admitted

this day of O 189

Attorney for

Please to talke notice that the within is

a copy of
this day duly entered with the Clerk of this

Court, at his office in

Dated,

Yours, cte.,
OLCOTT AND OLCOTT,
Attorneys for

4 Warren Street,
New York City.

Attorney for
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. March 11th,1896.

Hone. Wm. L. Strong,
NHayorz:s

Dear Sir:
In reply to your Honor*s letter transmitting for
report resolution No.37L of the Board of Aldermen to regulate,
crade,ot ¢. .CHMMAN STREET, from the Harlem River Terrace to Fordham
Road, I beg to say that CAMMAN STREET,from the Harlem River Terrace
to Fordham Road was legally opened January 29th,1895. Tho regulat-
ing and grading of this street has been asked for by the property
owners along the line who desire to build a number of houses and
otherwise davelop their property, and to afford easy access %0
the station of the NEW YORK & HUDSON RIVER RAILROAD and the s'tati on
of the NEW YORK & PUTNAM RATEROAD at Pordham Landing Road,
I recommend approval of the resolution,
Respectfully,

qzr{ 'g’;’ - 35

/

‘Gommis si oner,
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* COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. Q N&ml’gzé_l‘dJ_Léﬁﬁ_,/f;//

}{ono Wm., L. strong’ ( 1
Ma y O rF .

Dear Sir:-

In view of our recent conversatiom relative to the
increase of my salary and that of my Beputy,l take the liberty of
asking you to be kind enough to indicaﬁe to the Coumsel to the
Corporatiomn your approval of the bill introduced for this purpose,
weak before last by Soﬁtor GUY.

The bill proposes that the salary of Commissioner of Street
Improvements of the 23d. and 24th.Wards shall be increased from
#6000,t0 $8000, and the salary of the Deputy Commissioner from
$3500,t0 $5000. Many reasons justify this increase. The one 4
reason that will be apparent to every fair minded man id the fact
that the Jjurisdicetion of this Department has been more than

doubled territorially. The salary of the Commissioner as it is ,

eliminating all consideration of the inc¢reased labor and

responsibility added by the new territory is one thousand dollars

#i

less than the salary paid to the Deputy Commissioner of Public
Works. l
The increased salary would ﬁot add a penny to the burden of
the tumn. when you consider that ~tho West chester officials
who formerly existed for road and other similar purpésos in the
new part of the 24th 'arfd exist no longer,and ‘conlequ‘wntly the
compensation that they received is no longer paid.
Hoping that you will give this reasonable request. your

earliest attention, I remain
Respectfully,

oo 7 Nt H

Commissioner,
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Louis F. HAFFEN, April 6th,1806.

COMMISSIONER,

Hon. William L. Streags,
Mayor.

Desr Sir:-

In reply %o your Honor's letter transmitting for re-
port resplution No.41l2 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate and
Pave with vitrified dricic-pavement on conerets foundation, and lay
crosawalks,8te¢. , on WEBSTER AVENUR, from Kingsbridge road to
Southem Boulevard, I Dpgz to say that the avenue has been sewered,
regulated and graded and 18.1 mdin thoroughfare.

I recoMmend approval of the resolution,
Respectlully,

7 r /]
NOHrR S 25‘7% F

Commissioner




6/ q//f 7 //////

]

g
éﬂ//////l////?//ﬁ%////// (////ﬂ///////?/ﬁ
/2 g /rrm/ )// /%}4//}

CHo 2622 Ttvsdd Ao, Cov £97% S

30‘ 'P-

Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER.

Npril 6th.1896,

HON, WTLLTAM L. STRONG ,
Mawvyonr,

Dear Sir:-

In reply to yonr Honor's letter transmitting For report
resolution No.430 of the Board of Aldermen, permitting Jacob Stahl Jv, &
Go., to e¢rect, place 8nd kesp an iron hitehing post in front of their
premiges #3489 Third avenne, ¥ beg to say ¥ have no ebjeetion to the
granting of this permission provided that the work of erecting this
hitehing post bé done "nder the sdpervision of the Superintendent of
Maintenange of this Department.

Respeectfully,

o

Commiss ioner.
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TR Louis F. HAFFEN, April 9th.1896.

COMMISSIONER.

HOW, WTLLTAM 1L, STRONG,
Mayonr:

Dear Siri-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No, 429 of the Board of Aldermen, permitting Patrieck J.Owens
to set curb and lay eement sidewalk in front of his premises on the
gouth-side of 163rd strect, 100 feet west of Trinity avenve and running
west 50 feet, T beg to say that the resolntion is defeetive for the
reason that it states that the work should be done vnder the direetion
of the Commissioner of Public Works instead of the Cormissioner of

Street Tmprovements of the 23rd and 24th Wards.

2o % Kol

Commissioner,

Respeetfully,




CITY OF NEW YORK.

COMMISSIONER OF STREET IMVPROVEMENTS,

23d AND 24th WARDS.
No. 2622 THIRD AVENUE, Corner 141st Street.

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE. April 15th,1896,
Hon, WN. L. STRONG,
Mayor:
Dear Sir:

In reply to your Honor's let.w trenmitting for
report resolution No. 152 of the Board of Aldprmen to ‘reagulate und
pave with granite-block pavement the carriagewsy of Wedbster Avenue
from the N. Y. & H., R. R, Bridge at 165th stres® 3o th2 north side
of 184th street, I beg to say that WEBSTER AVENUE Trom 165th
street to 184th street was legally opened Nowsmber 34th,1882.

The street has been regulated, graded and smm,_ it

is a most important thoroughfare connecting the lower par: of the

23rd Ward with Tremont and Fordham.
I recommend approval of the resolutiva.
Resolution returned herewith,

Respectfully,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. v RN ERY J_-_§tho, ///5-

JeA P,

ON. WILLTAM k. STRONG,
M a y o r.

Dear Sir:-

T respoctfully ask the privilege of being heard through
the méedium of this letter, or othervise, if vou prefer it, be-
fore you thke final adtion relative to the bill upon which
you gave a hearing vesterday,affeoeting the grade of Momtgom-
ery avenue,between 176th and 177th stredet. T hdve no hesita~
tion in saying that the opposition ¥® this méasure wae not
made in good nitﬁ. It was made by & gentleman,wHo,as far
as this particular measure is conderned,represepted nobody;
and, who is neither & resident nor a property Owner im this
uotioﬁ. ‘His ob jection was ostensibly baped on the ground
that a veto power of the Board of Street Opening and Tmprove-
ment should have been imcluded im the bild. This mrgument :
was a purely spssious ome. Tn the first plhce,the design of
the bill as explained to your Honor,was simply to correet &
draughtsman's mistake, The Boprd of Street Opening end Im-
provement as a matter of faet, had passed wpon this vary
measure, and the purpose of this bill wad to effect §n astpal
and technieal eomplianee with the resolution as inténded by
the Board of Street Opening and Jmproyement. The eyror
- gommitted could only be restified by an nt‘ of the lLegisla-
ture, as the Board of Street Opening and Improvement umnder
the law, had no further power in this matter. Under the oir-
eumstanceshnd in suoh & simpl@ matter, 18 iF to be contended
seriously, in eontemplation of the many other and important
duties of members of the Board of Street Opening end Tmprove-
ment ,ineluding your Homor, that thﬂr time is to be teken up
 in stated session to re-suthorisze lon;nm:c that they have




| alpesdy avthorized and which would be now dn eIfevl, bpt fow
what might be called & purely slerieal error — She iﬁiqptgn :
of the ﬂmo {not 2 change of ﬂggu'ﬂli in the weoge plaeg "l
wpon the map. 7 A0 not for e momeny Oppose the Peneryl pre-
gosition that the Board of Streest Opening and Improyewent
ghould have the power of approval of maps yhigh It was in-
vested with, some years before the srestiop of this Depart-
ment, and on general prineiples T am apposed to making any
change in the maps unless good and suffidient reasgon can be
shown therefor and unless such a change is demanded by the

property owners immediately affested, and im in the interest

also of the general publie. As T have indivdted,no changé
is contemplated under this bill,its purpose being simply to
esarry out the will of the Board of Street Opening end Jm-
provement as ‘duly and regularly éxpressed..

Henee, T respectfully ask you to approve thig measure.

Yours truly,

Gl

Commiegsione?rr.
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Geadll April 20th.1896.

Hon, William L. Strong, _
May or.

Dear Siri:-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report reso-

lution No. 456 of the Board of Aldermen, permitting H.A.Brunke to regulate

ete., the west half of River avenue from East 161st Street to 100 feet
south, T beg to say that River avenve has lately been sewered, and the
regulating and grading of the same wovld Be a decided improvement.

T recommend sprnroval of the resolution.

Respect fully,

G Wi

Commissioner,
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louis F. HarFen
COMMISS:ONER

April 20th,.1896.

Hon., William L. Strong,
Mavor,

Dear Siwri-

Tn reply to your Fomor's letter transmitting for report
resolution 80'.4?5 of the Board of Aldermen, to rsgulate, grade, cte.,
Webster avenue from the southerly side of Mosholu Parkway to the City
line, T beg to say that the regnlating and grading of this avenve is of
the utmost importanee, as it will afford direct cormumication between
Williamsbridge and Woodlawn, -hich cdoes not exist mo=. Webster aveme
is being impr~oved south of the Mosholu Parkway and by contimming the
improvement northerlr, will make the most eentrzl and direet thorounghfare
throughout the north side.

¥ recormend spproval of the reseolution.

Respectfully,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. Apm]_ 28§h,1896.
g
I'on. Wm. L. Strong, X o
Maror. i

Dear Sir:

Relative to the public hearing before you this dsy
upon the bill to provide for the furnishing and equipment of the
new public building in Crotona park for the use of this department
I beg to say that it will be necessary of course to furnish and
equip the building properly and as no provision has been made for

this purpose I would respectfully urge that you give your approval

to this measure. Unless this act shall become a law, the depart-
ment will be seriously crippled when it takes possession.
Confident that you will see this matter in the same light |

that I do, I remain

Respectfully,

iz el

Commissioner.
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Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER,

May 12th.,1896,

HON, WILLTAM L STRONG,
; Hayor:

Dear Sirs-
Tn reply to vour Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No 515 of the Board of Aldermen, providing for an improved

iron drinking fountain at the corner of Unionport avenue and Westchester

avenue (new annexed territory), T beg to say that ¥ do not know of any

ob jeetion to the approval of resolution,

Respectfully,

io® el

Commissioner,
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: Lo A e, May 12th.189,
HON, WILlL.TAM L A STRONG,
Mayor:
Dear Sir:-
Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No 531 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,grade, etec.,
and build a bridge over the Mott Haven Canal at Bast 138th street from
a point 493.22" west of the west line of Aloxﬁnder avenve to the Harlem
River, T beg to suggest that this resolution be amended so as to provide
for the regulating, grading,etc., of said street from the point indicated
west of Alexander avenve to the easterly side of the Mott Haven Canal,
and from the westerly side of the said Canal to the Harlem River,

The construetion of the bridge is a distinet matter and should

7379 ?7%

% Commissioner.

be left for subsequent consideration.

Respeectfully,
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Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER.

May 26th.1896.
HON., WILLTAM L. STRONG,
Mayonr:
Dear Sir:-
Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report

resolution No., 550 of the Board of Aldermen,to regulate,grade,curb,flag,

ete.,Bast 138th street from a point 493,22 feet west of Alexander avenue
to the east side of the Mott Haven Canal and from the west side of the
Mott Haven Canal to the Harlem River, T beg to say that this street is
one of the most important theroughfares in the lower part of the 23rd
Ward, rmnning east and west from Port Morris and Long Tsland Sound to
the New York Qentral and Hudson River Railroad and the New York end ‘Har-
lem Railro#id stations and the Madison avenue bridge,

This street should be widened to its full limits, regulated,
gréded and imp-oved as rapidly as possible.

T recommend approval of the resolution.

Respeetfully,

=

QCormiss ioner,
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Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER.

May 26th.1896.

HON., WILLTAM L. STRONG,
Mapor:

Dear Sir:-

Tn reply to your Hopor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No. 562 of the Board of Aldermen, granting permission to
William H,.Sechott to lay comerete sidewalk in froni of Noes. 731 and 733
Tremont avenue, I‘ beg to say that T know of no ob jeetion to the approval

of the resolution.

Respeetfully,

9 /)
OIS 7%/“"
-

Sommissioner.
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Louis F. HAFFEN, May 26th.1896.

COMMISSIONER.

FON,. "TLLYAM L. STRONG,
Mayor:

Dear Sir:-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No. 577 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,grade ete.,
Brookline street from Webster avenue to Bainbridge avenue, T beg to say
a sewer was recently eonstruected in said street, and the regulating and
grading of the same has been asked for by the owners of property along

the line.

T recommond approval of the resolution.

Respect fully,

fo. NP 7o

Commissioner.
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Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER.

May 26th 1896.

HON., WILLTAM L. STRONG,
Mayor:

Dear Sir:-

In reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No.578 of the Board of Aldermen to regulate,grade etc.,East
179th street from the New York and Harlem Railroad to Valentine avenue,

T beg to say that this street has been aewnroa between the limits mention=-
ed and a contract is now in progress for regulating and grading said
street east of the New York and Harlem Railroad. Bast 179th street
rune through a populous distriet and is an important thoroughfare.

T recommend approval of the resolution.

Koo ]

Commissioner.

Respeectfully,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE. May 27th,1896.
Hon. Wm.L.Strong,

Mayvor.
Dear Sir:
I have reckived your Secretary's letter enclosing
a communication from ISAAC LEIGH,referring to Tremont avenue curb.
I have been honored with a similar communication from the same

gentleman in vhich he says:

"Tt is too crooked (the street) for a cow path,as they
"would go straight if you give them a chance."

It is quite likely that this portion of the avenue was origin-
ally a cow path,and it is quite possible also that the cows did
not get a chance to go straight for if they had,according to
llr.Leigh the cow path would have been straight. The map I transmit
herewith shows in red,the part of the avenue referred to.

The lines of Tremont avenue were originally laid out under
the authority of the department of Public Parks and title was
acquired to the avenue in accordance with thos:s lines. Objections
should have been presented before they were adopted originally,

when an opportunity was given in accordance with the law.

Ty
“agy

Commissi oner.

Res pectfully,
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COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

Bnvary 5th.189€.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor:

Dear Sir:i-

Tn reply to your Yonor's letter trarsmitting for report renlu-
tion No0.196 éf the Board of Aldermen.,establishing the width of the side-
walks of Tremont Avenve from Third Avenve to Boston Foad to 15 feet, T beg
to say that Tremont Avenne wes legally opemed July 19,1723, ard is now
under contrset for regulating, grading,ecuvrbing flagging ete., fro= the
N.Y. & Y.P,R, to Poston Road in secordanee with a2 rescluticor of the Feoard
of Aldermen, approved October 25th.18%94 which provided for sidewzlks at a2
width of 17 1/2 feet in pursvance of the ordinsnee regulating the width of
sidevalke. This contraet provided for sub-grade exesvation in roeck of
2 feet in the roadway eand 1 foot on the sidewslks. To redves ‘he width
of the sidewalks to 15 feet as provided for in this reselvtion, would
necessitate an additional exeavation in roeck seetions of 1 feet in wil
depth for a width of 3 1/2 feet om both sides.

The setting baek of the eurd would reguire an adcditiomal contraet or
a mocdifieation of the present contraset, or it car be dome at the time of
paving in paving eontraet.
Respeetfully,

Compicsiorer.
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Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER.

June 8th,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor,

Dear Sir:

In reply to your Honor's letter, tramsmitting for
report resolution No.603 of the Board of Aldermen permitting
Dr. J.P.Fox to keep a post with horse shoe attached in front of
Yo.749 Tremont avenue, I beg to sd tl;t I will have no objection
to the resolation provided thet She work is to be done under
the direction of the Commissiomer of Street Improvements. The
resolution appears to make this omission.

Respectfully,

o
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June 16Hth ,l606.

Louis F. HAFFEN,
COMMISSIONER,

"re Mo J. Christensen,
274 Katonah avenue,
Woodlawn Heights, City

In reply to your latter of June 9th last, addressed to
his Honor the Mayor and forwarded to this office,Comissioner
""affen directs me to transmit to vou the substmntial part of a re-
port made by Foreman Schaufelharzer ag follows:

“The house of the snid complainant is situated in <k middle
"of a swamp surrounded by bushes and weeds about & feot high,and
"fronts on KATONAH avenue. On hoth sides of it,there is a running
"streamor brook about 3 feet wide. Across this stream a foot
*oridge (now removed) wns put thero by the owners,but no coal eart
®enuld ever have erossaed it.

"In trying; to clean up the strest in front of these premises
“enrly this spring the complainant told the men to po away as they
"did not want them therae, Two years a0 when brush and weeds

"%ware ocut down I was on the street in front of the said property
Yand complninant tied up the brush and weeds so that they would
"stand in the position that they were cut down. The only relief
* T see would be for the complainant to build s bri dge across sald
" ditch or brook so that a wagon could pull up %o the house
*#ich stands back about 20 fect.®

Commi ssioner laffen directs me further to say thunt your house
Js alongside of an old watercourse running from Yonkers south,snd
that he has no authority to stop or interfere in any way with it,
As soon, however, as title to Opdyke street and. Katonah avenue
15 vested in the c¢ity,this district will be dmined. Preparations
10 that end are well advanced.

Respectfully,

(s m'd/%@ %/ W/gmzw¢/

Socracan'.
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Eon. 'm. L. Strong,
liayor.
r—~
Dear Sir: '

~
e

In reply to your Honor's
letter transmitting for report,complainmt
of M,J.Christensen,dated June 9th, last,
Commissioner Haffen directs me to
enclose herewith copy of a reply thereto

made this day.

Respectfully,
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B s June 15th.1896.
Hon. Wm. I.. Strong,
Mayor.
Dear Sir:i-

Tn reply to your Honor's letter transmitting for report
resolution No. 707 of the Board of Aldermen, to regulate,grade, etec.,
PLIMPTON AVENUE from Orchard street to Boscobel avenue,T beg to sak that
said avenue has been sewered )md wvhen regulated and gradod,will fonq an
important sonneetion with Boseobel avenue near the Weshington Bridge.

T recommend approval of the resolution.

Respectfully,
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Commissioner.




