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BOARD OF CITY MAGISTRATES

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FIRST DIVISION

300 MULBERRY STREET

WILLIAM McADOO

Chief City Magistrate
PHILIP BLOCH

Chief Clerk

February 1 1215.

At a meeting of the Board of City
Magistrates held on the 31st day of January, 1915,

the following appointments were made 1o take'

effect February 1lst 191358

Frederick A. Hillman, 4293 PFark Avenue,
The Bronx, photographer at $1200. per annum.

Finger-print Experts at $1200. per annum
for a temporary period until the promulgation of
an eligible list for that position: Lawrence
F. Cantwell, 240 East 49th Street; John J. Marquette,
12 Arden Street; Walter E, Turbush, 464 East 134th
Street; Arthur W, Anderson, 348 St. Nicholas
Avenue; Louis J. Gottlieb, 80 Avenue C and George
M. Seib, 137 West 104th Street.

Vvery respectfully,

L v
7 €%

Chief Clerk.




Dear Sir:

I appoint you a Magistrate to succeed the late
Magietrate Harris. You have heretofore served as Magis-
trate to the satisfaction of the entire communi ty, and
.you will now be one of the model Magistrates again. You
will help to carry out my purpose of elevating the bench
of Magistrates, You will help to carry out the policy of
not looking up people for trivial offenses in advance of
trial., Instead of warrants being issued against perabnl
of fair standing in the community who are accused of minor
offenua, the better course is to summon or notify them
to appear. In that way they escape being taken by force and
locked up or bailed in advance of trial. There are two
Magistrates, one in Manhattan and the other in Brooklyn,

who persistently refuse to summon such persons, or notify

them to appear. They even refuse to do sc in the case of

mere ordinance viclations. They say that they find no
statute for sending a summons or message to a person ac-
cused; and that their duty is to issue a warrant for their

arrest. There does nof need to be any precise statute




therefor. It has always been the custom of maglstrates
I‘r'om the beginning t¢ send word to persons of fair repu-~
tation in the neighborhood who are accused of some minor
thing to appear, instead of havi ng them brought in by a
warrant. In the country districts that is the practice.
If any one accuses a decent man of some trifling offense
word or letter is usually sent to him to come to court,
IT he doesnot come, then a warrant is issuwed for him. In
the cify it is convenient to have printed blanks for that
purpose. Call them summonses or what you like. they are
& mere measage from the Magistrate to the accused p'orlon

"o appear. It is the same as though the Magistrate wrote

a note. I hope you will de all you can to enlarge the

use of the notice or swamons in such cases. T™e other
course 1s harsh and oppressive, and 18 good only for the
profieessional bondsmen. The object of warranta and dail
18 %o take into custody and keep within the jurisdiction
peETSONs Who might run away.

D
Sincerely YOuLE L,

é’_, L ayor.

/

John J, Walsh, Esq,,
119, Johnson Street,

BI’OOlenE KT,







I thank you for your
favcr of July 15, and gshould be
. 0 appoint Mr, Nolan, but
3 ¥ 2 u:.{? :E. there 18 no Ita-
in the city, and
the I*~’1ﬁw C namber of Conmorco
ana thﬁrd have HP*Od “pon me -
to arpo‘]hf & vy I‘a'!{qn and I have
already determined tﬂ taeke that
kaur”n on the advice of Chief
Ma "iﬂtt '‘ate McAdoo.

Reverend James B CU‘PT'V
23, 0liver Stroet,
Ne Y. City,




April 12,1%11.%

Dear M, Untermyer:

As I intend to reappoint
moet of the 0ld Magistrates in Brook-
lyn, there may not be an opening for
¥r. Schiff at the present time. More-
Over, 1 am appointing two Hebrews to
the bench over there, namely, Harris
and Kempner, and probably that is all

I could very well appoint at this time.
I appointed these two last year to
£ill vacancies.

Samuel Untermyer . Esq.,
t

37' Wall reet,
New York City.




Personal
and
Confidential.

Apl,12,1911. 1

Dear Judge Kempner:

I should like to hear
from you with regard to the ap-

pointmeént of magistrates to the
vacancies occurring May l1lst.
What say you of Tighe, O'Reilly,
and Naumer; and have you a list
of good men for the places?

Very truly yours 3

7
/1, v,
e ey (A.UV

[

{ Mavor,

Otto Kempner, Rsq, ;

Chief City Magistrate,
Bx:ooklyn,

{




br‘.l 13 ’ 1911.

h interview with Dr. A. E. Munson, who is taking
0 utrtto Le Roy B. Crana, I learned the fol-
owing fasct Dr. Munson has been the family physicisn
m MOI for many years. Magistrate Crane was under
treatment of some physiocian downtown (name net knowny
sonetime until three months ago when he consulted Dr.
Nunson. 7The latter found him very much depressed and dbrooding
Oﬂr tho conditions in his head. ‘.l'ho patient thought that his
giving away. Dr. Munson has seen him professionall
u:wuo but as the Crane home is only half a bPlock from
's office, they have met and chatted together very fre-
Mﬂ . Munson 4isgnoses the oconditien u a form of
ia Dut states that he is not an alienist and that he
does not claim to de competent to definitely diagnose and
prognose the patient's ocondition, He states that the patient
has bdrightened up consideradbly within the last few months bdut
that he »till at times is very muoch depressed.

Pr. Munson has been unadble t0 find any si of organie

tnublo mro is no specific history and no history of any
in the family. 1 luggutod to him the advisability

or oall in a consulting neurologist and, ‘l“h“ having &

Yasserman tost made. He assented both propo- ions and
said he would dring the matter to the attention of the family.

I would suggest the advisability of having the Board of
City Magistrates appoint a neurologist to examine the patient

in eonsultation with Dr. Munson.
Charles ¥. Bolduan, X.D,







COPY.

2L 31 ollidw . J08% 0 T9'3gm 8 asA " EIND [siTelalinam
(Litolostelisa eoliub dowve _LIXLEY Jonim od Jard?d eldisaog

ntplre ol Jaomis Xeiflad vm nt bos viitlildedoxg eond

8l .
PR. V. i mrm .
" . & v = *2 . . P . - .
%m e i ,.,;.-,_;.i‘ 8 1 ; < 4110 10 0L .{f'lr e B
. I:I | f
& UT * " J
&

,'.—' .‘l"'fr , ‘ re » :
SO0 E8NR0 BLih R

Hon., William McAdoo, L i
Chief City lucintrnto
cooNew Yopk City, (oo

Dear Sir:-

I e xamined thig morning at my office Judge Leroy
B. Crane, as requested by you, and herewith submit report |
a8 to my findings and conclusions:

didge Crane is at the present time convaleseing
from an attack of of melancholia of the recurrent type ,
he Iaving gone through two previocus, though less severe
attacks, in 1892 and 1908, respectively.

Careful physical examination reveals no evidence

whatever of any organic basis for his condition. The prog-

nosis in such cases is excellet as regards recovery from
the immediate attaok and I believe, from my examination,
that Judge Crane will recover from this attack within two
Or three months. MNeantime, while in my judgment }» should
be engaged in some ocoupation which would stimulate his
objective interest and thus lessen his morbid introspection,
I do not delieve that it would be wise or humane to regquire
him to resume the official and compliocated duties o his




OFFICE OF -

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRST DIVISION,CITY OF NEW YORK
300 MULBERRY STREET

MANHATTA
WILLIAM McADOO o

CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

NEwW Yyork May 5, 1911l.

My Dear Mayor Gaynor;
I think it advisable that you should

be informed of the status of matters with reference to
Magistrate Leroy B. Crane up to date.

Some time ago, and after I wrote you, I asked Dr.Biggs
of the Department of Health to make an independent examina-
tion of Judge Crane for my benefit in arriving at a con-
clusion as to his capacity. I did not hear from Dr. Biggs
until day before vesterday, when he sent me the report of
another physician attached to the Board who had conferred
with the doctor attending Judge Crane., This report (of
which I send you a copy) was in line with my own judgment

in the matter.

About two months a@ Mr, Howard Townsend, Chalrman

of the Committee on Grievances of The Bar Association,

came t0 t his office and t 01ld me that the Association in-

tended to take proceedings looking to force ther esigna-

tion of Judge Crane or his removal by the Appellate Div-

ision on the ground that he was incapacitated and would
not recover. I showed him Judge Crane's offi'oia.l record
as to the length of t ime he had served and other detalls.
He said that he did not consider that Judge Crane's record
as a magistrate entitled him to any consideration or kind-
ly treatment, quite otherwise,. I cited the cases of mag-




The Mayor. May 5'11.

istrates Mott and Mead, who were incapacitated for a long
time but were not removed and drew their salaries, and 1
told him that I was under the impregsion that the magis-
trates believed that where their sickness was through no
fault of their own that they would be treated liberally
by the Appellate Division in the matter of giving them
time to recover. He gave me the impression that the
Association, in the case of a hard working and honorable
magistrate, might not feel inelined to resort to drastic
measures.

About a month later I was asked if I would not come to
to a meeting of the Grievance Committee and was told that
they had invited Judge Crane to be present. I went to
the meeting and found Judge Crane was represented by Mr.
James S. Lehmaier as counsel, and his family physician.
Mr. Tehmaier said e had advis ed Judge Crane not to attend
the meeting as it mizht be too great a strain on hlis nerv-
ous system, after being so long out of work to be arraign-
ed before a committee supposed to be antagonistic to him.
Dr, Munadn, his familvy physician, under pressure, said
that Judge Crane was fit to resume work at once. The Com-
mittee called my attention to this, as, under\tho law, 1
make the certifications to you of incapaecity, I was not
impressed w i th the evidence of Dr Munson, who, il appears,
had only made two professional visits to Judge Crane, and
I stated my belief that Section 54 of the aet of 1910
(Chapter 659) clothes me with great discretionary powers




The Mayor, May 5'11.

in the p emises and for the abuse of which I, of course,
was responsible to the proper authorities. In the meantime
Judge Crane notified me that he would be prepared to re-
sume his duties on the 7th of this month., This was a
formal notification from his counsel. While thils was go-
ing on, I got in toud with Dr, Wyeth, a celebrated physi-
cian, and he in turn recommended to me Prof. Pritchard
of the Polyelinic Hospital as a neurologist of high repu-
tation in his profession, Dr. Pritchard came To see me
and I stated the case hypothetiecally to him. wye sald he
wag willing to examine Judge Crane any time he was willing
to present himself.

As to my powers, I hawe received the opinion of the’
Corporation Coursel, Mr, Watson, which entirely agrees
with my own conclusions, Mr, Watson advised me to form

my judgment from my own inspection and all the other facts

that came to my knowledge.

At the last meeting of this Board, on the 28th ult.,
the matter came up for discussion, and the Board agreed that
they should share the responsibility with me and called
a meetig for the re xt Wednesday after-noon (May 3d) ask-
ing Judge Crane to be present so that they might talk with
him and form their own conclusions as to his restoratim
to health. Three or four of the members expressed them-
selves as convim ed that he was incapacitated.

On Wednesday fore-nomm, Judge Crane and his counsel

came to this office and he handed me a writtenreply to my

letter of invitatiam, declinirmg to meet the Board. 1 had




The Mayor. May 5'11.

also the after-noon previous had a talk with hi u‘vife.

My talk with Judge Crane was not satisfactory, or, rather,
confirmed my own conclusions as to hs not being in mental
condition to undertake the strenuous and exacting mental
work of a magistrate. At this comference he agreed to
submit himself to the examination of Prof, Pritchard, a
copy of whose report 1 send you herewith,

What action The Bar Association will take 1 do not
know. They have expressed themselves satisfied with the
course that I have pursued in the premises up to this time
and it is not improbable but what they will insist on pro-
ceedim against Judge Crane before the Appellate Division
lookimg to his removal. The question seems to be, 1is |
Judge Crane's illness of such a nature that he will not
recover in a reasonable time, if at all ? There 1is no
doubt in my mind t hat ' is incapacitated and that it is
my duty to so certify to you, and this I will continue to
do until evidence is brought to me of his recovery to such
an extent that he can do the work the same as the otle r
magistrates,

There was a suggestion made to the Board that they
individually change their assignments to the various Courts
80 a2 to give Judge Crare an easy court, up in Westchester,
but at the last meeting the dissent to this was practically
ura nimous, I am glad to tell you this because this gystem
of trading off assignments can be made to violate the spirit

of the law, and while I do not want to urge its restriction




-

The Mgy or, May 5,'11.

under ironclad rules, still I deem it my duty to sece that
it is not abused so far as I have power.

Out of all this, I am glad that we have not lost the
services of so excellent a magistrate as Judge Ireschi,
and that appears also to be the opinion of The Bar Assocla-
tion and this Board,

Believe me, always, with high regard,
Very simcerely yours,

/f/ Y ="

Chief City Magistrate.

Hon. William J, Gaynor,
B ¥Fye ¥,
City Hall,Manh.
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CityoF NEwWYORK

OFFiceE OF THE MAYOR

From Chief Magistrate McAdoo, regarding the
case of Magistrate Leroy B. Crane. He says:

Iwo months ago Howard Townsend, chairman
of the Committee on Grievances of the Bar Associa-
tion, informed him that the Association intended to
take proceedings to force the resignation of Judge

Crane or his removal by the Apsollato Division,
A month later Judge Crane was invited be-

fore the Grievace Committee, but failed to appear,

sending his lawyer and g.hysicun. Judge Crane then
notified Judge MecAdoo that he would be prepared to

resume his duties on May 7. The Corporation Counsel
advised Mr. McAdoo that he had the power to decide
whether Judge Crane was physically or mentally in-
capacitated . The Board of Magistrates felt that they

should share the responsibility in this case with
Judge McAdoo. Judge Crane was cited to appear be-
fore the Board so that they could judge as to his
fitness to hold court, but on the forenoon of the
day he was cited to appear he called on Magistrate
McAdoo and refused to appear,

Mag istrate McAdco, under his authority, has
certified that Magistrate Crane is physically incapa-
citated, He submits a certificate from Dr., William
B. Pritchard to the effect that Judge Crane is suf-
fering from an attack of melancholia and that the
chances of his recovery within the next two or three
months seem fair. Dr. Pritchard says that there
is no organic disease,




May 10th, 1911,

Dear 'Judgo McAdoc:

I have read with
interest your report about Magis-
trate Crane. I su Pose the mate
ter will work itself oyt alright,
I think it would be hetter for

the committee of the Bar Associa~
tion not to deal wi-

I understand his

Sincerely yourt,

)
]//. /

F
I




Coni'identlal.

June 19, 1911.e

Dear Mr. DeForest:

It has been pointed out
to me that Judge Wyatt is very
much addicted to liamor, and I
am reluctant to appoint any one
to a judicial e"fice especil.lly,
who is addicted to liquoro
may say to you in confidence that
somé of his assoclates have
revealed his concition to me, and
I have the same ‘thing from various
sources. I assume that this
is new to you. The Hebrews

claim that they ought to have
at least one member in that

Court. While such considera=
tions are not ccntrolling, it may
be that I shall appoint a Hebrew.

Very t ruly7 yours,

jf‘x k"\/

Robert W. DeForest, Esq.,
30, Broad Stroot
- Nesw York c:lty




June 26, 1911.e

Dear Mr. De Torest:

Tour note ahout Judge Wyatt
is at hand, I hed a long talk
with Mr. Vhitaker this morning
about him. He says that Judge
Wyatt has ceased drinking, and I
am going to look into the case

__again. I refused to appoint a

- Magistrate over in Brooklyn on

. the ground thnut he was addicted,
to liquor, although he was one of

the clesest persconal friends I
have.

Sincerely yours,

1
"
y/ § &
b o " IJ y +
-! '.

ayor .

Robert W. De Forest, Esq.,
30, Broad Street,
New York City.




OFFICE OF

CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
BOARD OF CITY MAGISTRATES
SECOND DIVISION.CITYOF NEW YORK
44 COURT STREET

BROOKLYN
TELEPHONE 7411 MAIN

OTTO KEMPNER
CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE

NEWYORK, April 1llth 191Z2.

Dear Mr. Mayor:
Assemblyman Foley's bill amending the Inferior Criminal Courts

Act in relation to the qualification of magisirates makes Borough

President Steers eligible for re-appointment to the bench of this

court.

Judge Steers was a clean, capable and conscientious magistrate,
and the path to his re-appointment ought to be cleared of legal
impediments, so that if at any time his appointment be deemed de-
sirable, that it could be accomplished. The public hearing of the
bill occurs to=-morrow, and I would respectfully ask you to approve

of the same.

Yours very truly,

O
7V 4
Chief/City WMagistrate,
2d yision, N. Y. City.

Hon. William J. Gaynor,
Mayor of the City of New York.




A.W. KEMPNER
o on %MM%
Ko o Nayyy cxfmyuw.
O i e ol G st
ZZ‘”"" Boatiot offies <okan You 2 A
B e J olion f Glicaa Aunie ool
(e, of Newdtrx G ttey ao ar rraitor f /%




November 37th, 1913. s

Dear Judge Kempner:

I have your letter
with regard to Nash. I wish I
had permission %0 publish 1%,
Such a man ought to be put off
the bench. I think we ought to
collect material against him
for that purpose, I have a no-
tion of having a charge made
againet him in this instance be-
- fore the Appellate Divisionm.
I trust you will issue the sum-
mons. I do not as a magistrate
l{l!lf see how you will be re-
viewing his action in the matter.

Very truly yours;.

. ((_t( {4 &V,

( :[lyor.

Otto Kempner, Esq.,

Chief Magistrate,
Second Division,
Brooklyn, N.Y.




vaxr Mr. Qropsey:

4 am glad te reeeive your letter
intiroducing our mutual friend Steers. It has been ny
great desire te appoint him.  but of course you may
uni erstond without my saying a word thaet the “dead set”
isa G0 gel someone else. Tour recommendation may tarn
out to be the welght which turned the socsle. d shall
alwaeys remember The three maglstrates, deale, Bristow
and Stéerao We never had better in the City of Brooklyn
and none of the three was a lawyey. d would like to

appoint 8ll of them, and alao Jawob Brenner, who,

socording to ay notiom, was tho Cinest magistrate that

sver sat in this part of the world.

Singerely yours,

//}?7“-*‘\/
/ (/ éayorc

Em..,. sanes U Qropsey,

i8triot Attoruey
Sounty of i‘mgs
bf‘.‘( 1""1 NJIO




June 25, 1913, v

Dear Judg+ Crane:

Yes, I intend to

appoint Judge Steers. He was one of
the best magistrates we ever had amd
was removed for political reasons to
make way for & man who is not fit to
tie nis shoes if he be fit to be a

me.gistrate.

Sincerely yours,

ke )
} . )../ ‘- e Y

\ ucyoro

Hon. Frederick E, Crane,
- Justice, Supreme Court,

Brooklyn.




