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RUGENIO URGO. ) and a Jury.
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Tried February 12th, 1891.

Indieted for ASSAULT IN THE FIRST DRGREE.

Indictment filed Dec amber 22nd, 1890.

APPEARANCES:

Assistant District Attorney Wéeké, for The People.

Robert H. Rab'éy, Bsq., for The Defense.




VANNI TLAVOLRTTI, +the COMPLAINANT, testirfied that he lived at

.78 Sullivan Stvest, and ﬁas a boothlack. He 1liv-
ed, in Novamber, at 68 Thompson Strest. He met
the dafendant, Fugenio Urgo, on the 5th of Nov e~
ber, 1820, at 58 Sullivan Sir=snt, at about hul f~

past 11 o'clock, at night. He met the defendant

in a room at that number, and there were several

other persons present. There were Piaggo Petruc-—
ci and Antonio Barro, and others whose names he
could not raecall---cight o» nine in.all. He, the

complainant, heard that some oF his countrymen

had arrived from Italy, and he wont to 58 Sullivan

Straeet, to pay them a visit. The defendént was

in the room when he, the complalnant, entered. He,

the conplainant, said, "I wish good night to
everybody." Urgo said, "You'rse just the person

I am looking for." He, the complainant, did not




stay 1ong,vbut went away almost immediateli,_
making no reply to Urgo's remark. He walked - /7
towards his home. :He met a friend, and stooa
wiih,him talking for some time, and;ihen’they walk-
ed on *together. He, the complainant, bid good
nigh;_to“his friehd, and contiﬁued on-his way .
home. . The defendant tﬁen Joined him; and the de-.

fendant put his hand in his pocket and drew a

revolver, and, as soon as Qhe,_the,complainant,

‘saw it, hg, the complainant,mstooped down,_and the

defendant fired a shon,-aﬁd ran away, and é"police
officer~arrested the defeﬁdant, with the révoiver,.
in his hand. The defendant said, before he fired,
that he wanted to shoof him, the compiainant.‘ Thewi
defendant said, I'11 break ydur~face,",and he, the
complainant, and the defendant quarrelled.  The de-
fendant said, r_yeatedly, that he woulg breék

.hié; the ccmplalnant s, fdce. While this con-~
VPrsatlon was g01ng on, the dnfnndant put hl,;hand

=

into hlS pockat and rullad out hlS rpvolvur and




fired. He, the complainant, did not strike Urgo.
He did-not draw g revolver, or a knifé. He,‘the
complainant, had no r2volver.or knifs. ﬁe had

;othing in his possession at the time of‘tHe ar-
rest. When ths defendant fire@,at‘him, the com-
bplainant, he; ths eomplainant, f@ll on the side-
walk, though he, the complainant, was not struck

with the bullet. He, the complainant, saw the

revolver in the defend

him take it- out df his pocket. ' Ag Soon as he saw.
the defendant'lifting nis hand with'the.revolver
'inli-, he, the complainant;.fell-upon'the sidéwalk.
He, tha comr:lainant, saw g shot fired.ffom the
;evolver,‘and if he, the compluinant, had not
stooped'ddwn, he would have receivaed the_builet

in hisg-head.

In
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the complainant testified that he saw the. defend~
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ant, before the shooting, at 58 Sullivan Street,.
a tenement house. He, the witness, was not look-

ing for the defendant, and met him accidentally

. he, the complainant, went out and started for his

home. He, the complainant; dida open his trunk,
Qhen he got home. He did not take :a - »evolver
from his trunk and put it in his pocket and go
out’into.the streast again and meet the defmndant.
-After‘ihe defendant was arrested, he, th? com—...
plainanﬁ, went home, Qnd went 1o bed. ﬁe saw his
landlord, Michael Bertieri, at thép time, but he
did not tell his landlord that he got. square with':
Urgo. He did not tell Bertieri and his wife that

he had tried to shoot the defendant with the

pistol that he had taken. out of his trunk and

put-in his pocket, and that the defendant took . :-

jthe pistol .from him, the complainant, and that oneo

shot was fived, -after the defendant got possession

" of the pistoliadcidsntally.- ' He, the complain~

«
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that night. ~Whan he saw the d=fendant in the room,
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ant, had never aven Owned a pistol. He, the com~

Plainant, had  supper. about half-past 8 or 9
o'clock, that evening. - Between 7 ang 8 ‘o'elock ho,
the complainant,

fend¥

visited the grocery of the de
ant.

The 'defendant asked him, the complainant, to
and they Played three
of cards tégether

havs a game,

or four gamaes

+# He, the éomplainant; lost some
games, and the defendant othaer games. When the
. defendint los%;,he“quarrelled_with him, the com-

Plainant. The

defendaht.did nqt c¢laim that he,
the complainant, owed him money for groceries,
and he, the complainant, did not 83y to the defend-
ant that he would get sqyuare with him. Thé ristol

that the defendant had wasg probably a six-chamberasd
‘revolver- He, the complainanf, nevar threatened
to do an& injury to Urgdo. They dia yuarrel early
in the evening, about the cards,'when the defeng-
ant refused ta.pay his losses. The defendant's
wife cam; ﬁn when thaey began to quare

el, ang said,
"Don't quarrel."

The defendant wanted to beat




-
PN

his wife, becauss she came in and interferred,
and then the defendant turned to him, the complai n-

ant, and said,. "I'll break your face, to-night."

The games were played for bott;es ofﬂwine.: He,

the_complainant, lost two bottles, and the de-
feondant lost two bottles; but the defendant
claimed that he, the complainént, nad lost all orf
the wine, andg wantedﬁhim,.the complainant,. to

pay for the four bottles.
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ON10 :BARRO,

'bootblgck, of 179 Ppince Streét,ytestified that
he was-‘ walking in Sullivan Straeet, wi th the dsfeond-
an‘t, at about 131, oy half-past 11, o'clock on: th:
night of November Sth;'lsgo; wh=n they met the

complainant in Sullivan Street, betwesn Broome -

and Spring.. ‘He, ‘the wi tn'ess, had been in - the room

at 59 Sullivan Strest befors that, and had seen

ths complainant come to the door and wish BV ery-.

body in the room a "Goovaiéﬁt!" * Wh'en the
complainant said this, the ‘defendant .lsaid to him, "
the comp.lair'l'ant, "Here you ars. I 'was going to
look for you." The compla.lna.nt lpft the :mom,
and the defend.int left it soon aft erwards, accom— |
panind by thn w1tn%s and anothnr- frlend . Piaggo
Patruccl. Thmy were Wdlkl’lg in thp dlrectlon of
their homes. * When they met,"the defendant, Urgo'be—

gan to converse wWith the complainant » “and -the -com—

i
\




Plainant said, "You want Ato break my face. Why
don't you do it now?" Then he heard the defendant
and the complainant gquarrel about a bill for wine.
The defendant said that the complainant had lost

in the game of cards, and did not want to ray

his losses in bottles of wine. He, the witness,

and Petrueci walked in front, and tho dafendan- and
the complainant behind. He, the Witnhess, heard a
nois‘e, ahd, turning around, saw the defendant

draving out his pistol and firing a shot. He, the

witness, saw the flash of the istol close to his,

the complainant's, facsa. He, the witness, saw
he

t defendant draw the pistol from the rocket of
his troussrs. Thae defondant had on an ocvarcoat.

In

Cross-Exam

the witness testified that while the complainant

and defenduant stood talking on the sidewalk, an
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officer walked along the street, but he, the wit-~

did not hear the defsndant call the officer

but he did hear the complainant say, "1

don't want to have any trouble here. 1'11 eall
an officer, and have you arrested."
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testified

Street,

"of 592 Sullivan
effect as the preceding wit-

bootblack,

to the same

PRETRUCCI,

/PIAGGO
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ICER THOMAS CALLAHAN, testified that he arrested the defend

ant on the night of November Sth, 1890, at about
0 11:40, in Sullivan Straenot, near Prince. He heard
the report of a pistol shot. He was standing in

Prince Street. The shot was not fired on his,

the witneSS's post, but he turned around into
Sullivan Street, and was going in the direction of
the shot, when he heard the defenaant coming tow-
ards him. The defendant was running very fast.
He, the witness, stepped into a dark place, énd,
as the defendant passed, he, the witness, caught

hold of the defendant, and found the revolver in

his hand. There were four cartridges and one
empty shell in the pistol. The revolver was quite
damp—---the barrel, at least. He, the witness,

1
put his finger into the barrel. It was so damp

T as to indicate ‘that it had been.shot off recently.




}EUéENIO URGO, the DEFENDANT, testifisd that he.-kept @ grocery

at 133 Thompson Street. REarly on the evening of
November 5th, the complainant came into his, the
defandant's, store. There were two or thres
other friends of his, the defendant’'s, there. He,
the defendant, learned that a friend of his had
arrived from Italy. He, the defendant, asked one
of the men to wait for him, and he would go and‘
pay a visit on his countryman, who had just ar-
rived from Italy. He, the d=fondant, closed'up
his place.of business, at 9 o'cloeck, and went to
pay a visit at 59 Sullivan Strseet. There he met
Barro and Petruceci. HP ramained there about two
hours. At the‘ end of two hours they all got up
and left the house. On the way downstairs, he,
the de:f‘endar.lt,' met a friend, and talked with him

for about five or six minutes. In front of 59




Sullivan Street he met Barro and Petrucci, and

Bayrro told him, "Let us go home, " and. they walked
up the street together, intending to go home.

While they were on their way home, thsy met the
complainant, at the corner of Spring Strest, and
the complainant said, "What do I owe you?" and
the defendant answered, "You owe me nothing." The

complainant did really owe him, -the defendant,:

" soms money, but, finding himself confronted with

thres persons, he, the defesndant, saigqg, "You owe
me nothing." fhen th2 complainant céntinued the
talk about the money that he ow=d, and hs, the
defendant, saw a police dfficer paséing. The com-
plainant was nervous, and kept biting his nails
and say ing, "We'll see about it to-night." He
evidently wanted to get up a quarrel. At this mo-
ment Barro said, "Let us go home! ILet us go

home! He, the defendant, was then living at 133
Thompson Straeet, and the éomplainant lived at 88

Thompson Street, and they had to go in the same




direction. He, the defendant, tried to get away
fProm the threoe men, but they followed him. Near
Pyrince Street, Petrucei said to the complainant,
"Give himthe first blow." Then the complainant
jump =i at him, the defendant, and strueck him a blow
on the side of his face, and ths defendant fell
upon the sidsewalk.  He, the defendant,

it was a blow with the fist. As soon u#s he got

on his Ffeet again, the complainant pulled a re-
Qolver out of his pocket. He, the defsndant, caught
hold of the complainant's hand, and, while they
wvere strﬁggling for the revolver, & shot was fired.
After tha2 shot was fired, he, the defendunt,

found that he had the revolver in his hand. Then
he saw an opportunity to run away, and did run

away as fast as he could. If he had desired to do
80, he could have shot all thres, but he had no
wish to do so. All that he wanted to do was to

get home.

In
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|
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he testifiéd that it was the first time that he
had eveyr been charged with any offense. He had
besn in the United States about seven years. He
had known the complainant for about three years.
He had never seen the revolver before in the pos-
session of the complainant. He had known Barro
for about 4 or 5 ysars. He and B.arro'had had a
quérrel, and Barro.had tried to asséult him about
threnr years before. Bary»o was drunk at that
time. They afterwards made up their quarrel. He,
the complainant, had known Petrueci also about
five yvears, but hs had never had any trouble with
hirae The house that they went to to pay the visit
on th? evening in question, was the house of Rocco
Langetta. At about 4 o'clock, on the preceding
evening, he and the complainant started a game of

cards in his, the defendant's, grocery. Th sy

played for bottles of Italian wine. After the
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game, thesy had dinner, ana‘he, the defendant, asked

the complainant to pay his bill-=-~thirty conts

for the dinner, and thirty c=nts for the wine---but

the complainant refuased to pay. The complainant -
frequently taken his dinner there, before,

had 2always paid promptly.
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BERTIERI, of 63 Thompson Street, testified that he had

known the complainant for two or three years, and

that the complainant was living with him, the

witness, at ths time of the arrest of the defend-
ant. He, the witness, had seen the complainant
have a revolver. The complainan% came in at

about € o'cloek, on that evening, and open=zd his
trunk and fook out the revol&er.. Th= revolver was
'wrapped up in paper. Ha, the witness, saw that

the complainant was £0ing out with the revolver,

and he locked the door and said, "You'll better

stop here, and remain hepe." But, at that momeant ,
& countrywoman of the witness's came in, and the
complainant slipped out. The complainant returned

to the house about 1 o'clock, on thae following moyn-

ing, and tola him, the Wwitnhess, that he had done

what he intended to do. The complainant also saig

- that he had hag a fight with the defondant, and that




a man came to the defendant's assistance, and

that he, ths ecomplainant,

fired a shot at him, the

defendant, and that a poliec 2 officer then arrested

the defendant with a revolver

in his hand, and

that the defendant would have to pay well for it,

becaus

e the of fic e had found the revolver in his

hand.

In

the witness testified tnat he had never secn the

revolver in the complainant's possession before

that night, but that his wife had. The revolver

was wrapped in paper, and he, the witness, only

saw the end of it. He saw the complainant put it

in his trousers pocket. In put ting the revolver

in his pocket, the cdormplainant said that he was

going to kill Urgo,

because Urgo had spoken badly

of him. He, the witness, got up on the following
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morning, early, +0 E£0 ¥O Urgo's store, +o find -
out if what the complainant said, when he returnsd
to his home on that morning, about 1 o'clock, Was
Lrue. a, the witness, found Urgo's wife in the
grocery, and asked her where Urgo was- She saild
that Urgo had gone cut the avening befors, to visit
some of his fyiends, but had not yrturneod. Then,
he, the witness, said, wIt is true that the
fight has taken place, between nimself and the
man that ig in my hous?2, my boarder."” Then Mrse.
U;go pegan to cY¥, and she went to the police

court, and FPouna her Husband theres When the

comyplainant took out the pistol from his trunk, he

also took out some silver money, and put it into

his pocket.
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L W aNNT  Lavormey TI, the Complainany,
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being Tecalleq,

did no+ open the trank op the

and take

night in 4uestion,

& pistol out and put
it in his Pocket,

He also Cbntradicted the twe

last witnesses,

as to the stat

2ments tpat they at~
tributeg to him.
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District.

- ‘QLfi‘ig"zmh ('mem é "
‘ - of Fetw York, "

22 2rrn o

Lot

&

. Street, ag/ed‘zé ....... yoars,

b j;-"'o_)"No.‘ .

i occupation

A

being duly sworn

f_,_‘ deposes and says, that on

18 Y yat the City of New

FUlo, Gwa,rmfa. Jr~ //:L;.ta 24

- with the felonious intent to take the Uife of deponent, or to do hi

any justification on. the part of the suid assailant

Wherefore this deponent prays that the said assailant ma

- for-the above assanls, ete., and  deals with according fo law.

- Sworn tpbéfore me, this

m grievous bodily harm, and without 3

y be apprehended and bound to answer

.l

i %/}%///%/mw Jus?zﬁqe_.’__ '
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District Police Court,

©Sec.-198—200.

eIy A D COUNTY
o W YORK, 5‘ % . _ ‘
4 Wﬂ @ g being duly exa.mmed before the. under-

. signed "eé:ouhnrr to law, on the gfinexed charge; and being informed that it is h &0 right to
make a statement in relation £o the charge arra.mst 11/—— that the statement is designed to
enable h 4= if he see fit to answer the charge and explain the facts alleged against h‘h-
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that h Z0  waiver cannot be wused -

against h éteer on the trial. ’ H

Question. hat is your name?

Answer. 4' &zt s

Question. How old are you

Answer. J j /7/& 4—6—0

Question. \/Vherﬁergzg_u born ?

Answer.

Qweszﬁ'iow

Answe

Qucslmn

A'nswer

ay think proper of the circumstances appearing in the .

Queestion,.

testimony against you, and state any facts which you think will Tend to your
exculpation ? )

Amnswer.
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to me bJ the within deposwwns a,n(Z statcnwnts that

commitied, and that there is .suﬁi 2

ke be lveld to answer the same and

: e i
he  be admitted 10 bail in the sum of : .' R

and be committed to the Warden and Keeper of‘

have aqlmii_teﬂ the above-named.

to bail to answer by the undertalking liereto onnexed.

There being no sujficient cause to belicve the within named

- Suilty of the offence within mentioned. I order o be discharged.

Police Justice.

2




BAILED,
No. 1, by /.

Restdence ...

No.:2, by......

T
Rcss‘dence'{.

I
No. 3, by

N

Witnesies
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@ourt of Grueral Sessions of the Peare

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

THE Prorie oF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

against
A

@:j eviis Ly

The Grand Jur fthe City and County of New York, by this indictment, accuse

S ——
" of the CrinE or IN THE FIRST DE LE, committed as follows:

N

the, City, of New York,mW{ aforesaid, on the

day of ; in the year of our Lord

d eight hundred and E}“W, with force and arms the City and County

aforesaid, in and upon the body of one/é(/awﬂww Véi/)/o/m
in the peace of the saidy People then and there eing, felomously did mpke an assault and
to, at and against %ﬁ/t/w the said /Z/UW\M W

a certain pistol then an -there loaded 'anl charged with gunpowder and one leacden
bullet, hich the said
in right hand n and there had an d, the same being a deadly and

dangerous weg , willully and felonious)y did then and therve shogl off and discharge,
with intent $ AN/ the said

thereby then and there feloniously and wilfully to kill,, against the form of the statute in
such case made and provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York
and their dignity.

SECOND COUNT—

And the fd Jury aforesaid, by this indictment, further accuse the said

—_— .
of the CrimMz IN THE SECOND ]ﬁ]\é]} committed as follows:
The said >

late of the City and County aforesaid, afterwards, to wit: on the day and in the year

aforesaid, at th ity and County aforesaid, force and arms, in and upon the body of
the said in the peace of

the said People then and there} being, feloniously did wili\’ully and wrongfully make

————

another assanlt, d to, at and against R the said

a certain pistol thesand there charged and loaded with gunpowder and one leacden bullet,
which the said

in %,o right~htnd then and there had and held, the same being a weapon and
an instrument likely to produce grievous bodily harm, then and there feloniously did
wilfully and wrongfully shoot off and discharge, against the form of the statute in such case
made and provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York aud
" their dignity.

JOHHN R. . FELLOWS,
District Attorney. .




