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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
2D DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

CoLLECTOR'S OFFICE

NEwW YOoRK, N. Y., January 14, 1910.

Hon, William J. Gaynor,

Mfayor O0f the City of Jew York,
Jew York, . Y.
Iy dear Ir. layor:

- . 'l-...*

For myself and the members of my race

'y ‘
- -

’

to thank you fromthe bottom of my heart for vour strong stand against
police clubbing. Too little attention has been paid in the past to

~this form of violence, doubtless because the vietims of it are never

are
the rich and influential, ?mt/always/, or almost alwa;rs) the poor and
friendless, who are usually afraid to make charges against police officers.
!y own people, the legroes, the poor Jews and the Italians have been the
greatest sufferers, and I am delighted to know that we now have a llayor
in the City Hall, who feels that no man can be so powerful as to be above
the law, and none can be s0 weak as to be beneath it. oOur police system
18, on the whole, very good, but there never was a system good enough to
be permitted to run by itself without Executive supervision. The best
systems, and even the best men, need watchinge.

I am afraid that the average policeman wholly misconceives

nis true relation to the citizen, and out of this misconception has orown +the

clubbing habit. 1t is even reported that prisoners have heen taken from
cells in the atation houses in this city and clubbed. Vhether or not this is

true, I am not prepared to state. I only know that it was currently reported

and generally believed to be true only a few years ago.
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Of course I do not mean to say that all, or even a majority of

our policemen, are clubbers, Far from it, 1!1ost of them are alright and
2 "
those who are not,have been permitted to become petty tyrants through the
indifference of high officials, and of the public generally. Police violence,
like all other forms of violence, can only be overcome by watchfulness and
resistence. I am using the ﬁermf}esistencé'in no physical sense, for re-
sistence does not necessarily mean fight. It far more frequently means the
display of that spirit which satisfies the oppressor that oppression is not
safe or wise.
718h there could be some sort of medal of honor conferred on +he

policemen who make the greatest number of arrests each year without the use

0f the club, for I can conceive of no higher test of g00d service than the

conduct of an officer who loathes the prisoner in his custody, and vet abstains

from violent treatment because the law makes it his daty to protect the pris-

oner and present nhim before the proper legal tridunal for trial. ©uch a man is

a real hero, and his self-control eonstitutes one of those victories of peace

not
which we all hold to be not less renowned than those of war. But I did /intond

& &
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sermonize when I began this letter, but only to thank you most heartly for

your splendid stand against a form of violence which is only inflicted on

s

the poor and defenseless.

rkespectfully vours,




CITY OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF NEW YORK) 88

| JOHN McDONOUGH bveing duly eworn deposes and °

i% saysgtthat he 4e 19 years of age and resides with his mo-
%thor at 330 Weet 17th Street, Borough of Manhattan, City
'of New York; that he has been in peor health for some time
|past; that on the afternoon of Wednesday, March 13, 1913,
?ut about & o'clock he was standing at the northwest cor-
\ner of 17t%h Street and 9th Avenue when a police of ficer
whose shield wae No. 8672, and whom deponent believes to
ibo Patrolman Ruben J.Weltsch,came along and told deponent

10 move on; deponent immediately walked away from the cor-
ner as directed, but had only taken a few steps when the
iofﬁoor called him back, and upon his coming back the said
Eofﬁoor sWithout saying anything more,struck him several
blows, felling him to the eidewalk; that while lying on

‘the sidewalk the officer hit deponent again, and finally

pulled him up by the coat collar, placed him against an

!

iron railing and again struck deponent with clenched fist.

Deponent says that he made no resistance to the offiocer.

l*u the result of the blows deponent's head was cut and his

|fage bruised and swollen. Depoment further saye that
|

|the said officer then arrested him and took him to the

|West 30th Street station house, there making a charge of
disorderly conduct againet him. Deponent was arraigned
'in the Night Court on the evening of Wednesday, March 13th,
11013, and upon telling his story he was discharged by Mag-
ietrate Breen, who was sitting there. Deponent further

|
!

eays that the assault was unprovoked and his arrest unwar-

;I'runtod.

" Sworn to before me this
l14th day of March, 1913
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la“ﬂim arty which hel
e ghbarhood Be stood on the oorner of 37th Street and 8th
Avenve., m “Wl with a mm named Charles
ttmut h-. wﬂmm mnw.
‘Siere do you livel® Mm’x 1ive in
Jerusy Oity®, and without saying anything further the said
offioer struck do’mt a blow mm the forehead with his
elud,ceverely uﬁtng m and umxm bis face. Do~
_ pw-‘qm to the-sidewalk. Upon getting up he
 went %0 & Heighbestiy drug slore,  MMSut 30 minutes later,
after Naving his head bandaged, he geturned to the ocrnes
of O%h Avenus and 374k Street for the purpose of getting
the names of witmesses who oould testify that the assaul
wpon Bim was withous provosatiom. Wile getting the manes
of such witnesses the of ficer oame along again and seeing
a small exrowd. of about 15 or 30 people gathered about de~
ponent he arrested deponent. On tha way to the station
housp deponent asked the offiger q "he wae deing urrum.
and tuhnt saking any answer the otﬂm struok dopmt
W blow with hie olub aercas the forehead where he m
been previously Bit and upon which » bandage had been pla ,’
Upon srriviag ot the station house an ambulance was oal 1
ir \h deok uoﬂomt. and the ambulance dootor had 0 m
mx stitehes in mcuat'u forehead where he had m
nm-mu lm. utm shom deponeit was are
aigaed 1n the Test 54Sh Btrect oourd ¢a & charge of inoiting
numm«mnmunmmm mi
oftjeer dented .mtm Min and eaid depenent muat dave ¢ " |




Mis injuries in & fight. Depoment was fined §3, whioch

he paid. Deponentts friend, GCharles Niller, hereinbefore
reforved to, who lives at 508 West 47th Styeet, was ale0
olulbed by the offiosr, but not sO ssverely, and deponent
gefors t0 him as a witness, as well as 0 R. Johneon, re~
siding at 332 West Slet Street, Thomae Oostigan, 508 Hud-
son Street, and A. Kelly, 309 Weet 36%h Street, Manhattan,
all of shom’eaw the assault upon him. Deponent says

he was not iatexjeated at the time, and tha¥ the offiees
struek him without osues. He has never been muﬁl
heretofore. Tor eix years past up to a few months age
he wae an enlieted man in the regular army, and upon Ob-
taining hie discharge he worked for a time for the Adame
Express Qompany. He left that oompany about a month age

and sinee then has been unemployed.
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SWORE %0 before me this
oth day of July, 1913,
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STATE OF NEW YORK,
C*/TY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK 33

"~ JOHN CASTALDO, being duly sworn, says: I am 32
years of age and reside with my wife at 3239 East 115th Street,
Borough of Manhattan. On the evening of Sunday last,
April 30th, about 11.30 o'clock, I was returning to my home
with a male companion (Anthony Fegro), after having at-
tended a performance at the Alhambra Theatre on 136th St.
and 7th Avenue . We walked across 135th Street to Second
Avenue and themn turneﬁ aoﬁth on that thoroughfare. Be-
tween 122nd and 123rd Streets a group of young men crossed
the avenue ahead of ue singing and yelling. We continued
walking for a short distance and then noticed a policeman
standing across the street behind a pillar of the elevated
railroad. Thie officer began to run toward Negro and my-
self,apparently under the impreseion that w¢ belonged
to the group; of young men who had crossed the avenue just
above. When we sew him do thie we started to run and
went through 128nd street with the officer tollowing us and
rapping on the @idewelk with his olub. Near First Avenue
we were stoppe.d by two other police ofticers who had heard
the signale ot the one following us and they .detni.ned ue
until be oame up. The two policemen who had hold of ue
asked hirg what wag the matter. ‘Bo replied, "Nothing is
the mat.ter. 1 just want 'to get a couple of rarps at these

wope.* He then etruck me on the
numser of times with hie elub, badly bruising me and cut-

e Vi e ) i g~ I e -
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bile he was doing this my friend Negro
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B . - . "
fre reason 1 raj Away from the ofticerwas that I got

very much exc:\tg‘d wher, 1 saw him coming aiter me and

]

wanted to keep mut ¢f trouble 1if possible. The name

and number cof tlie ofricer 1 do not know, but I believe

-

] could identifl him 1{ given an oppor tunity.

befort me this
of Appil, 1913,




January 15, 1910.

Oscar E. Gregory called on me today to complain

9. . " ; . 4 T :
of patrolman Devon who c¢lubbed him in Bro adway, Brooxlyn,

Monday night ihe signt of this young man is shocking.

It 1s Impossible to look at him witho

saould be subjected to such Dbrutal

R 2 , v ’
that any citizen

treatment by a policeman. His Tace and eyes are so

L OO

contused and blackened that he s s arcely recognizable,

and his head and mouth cut. ihis young man was with his
wife when the th ing happened, and seems to have done

notning but

femonsirate withh the officer for agssaulting

another, He nhas worked for fowr years for Mr. Robert
Gair who vouches to me for his good character. Let me
Say ©o you that these police outrazes have to cease. They
growing more common for years, and I regret to
20016 On witn scarcely a rebuke.
¢ the police he

battery on a citizen, or make a false

Jauiecessary arrest, or wnlawfully enter a house, is

"'

-

rTar graver offense than to let

criminal escape. Please

..!
e

L

et Devon be browght to trial before your trial deputy

1% I‘i.':.‘lil‘l{; 1.:’1:115:.:?..1?32'.. 4




in the shortest

time possible and sumarily diznissed

snort of dlsmissal will SUuf «

e . 8 > : r .
) I am also calling the attention

¢

o

strict Attorney of Kirngs County %0 his cage.

8. |

b |
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Mounted polisceman Copeland, herctofore
accused of' committing a battery on a driver namoec
Ruth, came to me yesterday and said that he
gretted having denied in the f{

mitting the battery. and that he wanted to tell

fnereupon
me that he did commit the
battery in the heat of the Woment, and immediate-~
ereafter axoeedingly regretted that he had
I told him to make the same statement
ial and hi xld he would do so 1
think under the ciroumstances that leniency should
oo shown nhim, and that he should not be dismissed

from the fore He appears to me to be an in-
telligent and good officer Let this leniency
not serve as a precedent. The members of the

opogses tec prut an

a8 who

continue to commit them will be dismisseds You
have a splendid body of men under you, and I want
~ vhem to know that I have every confidence

-.i _'I ; ': X

\ tb do them . ; j“p;‘iﬂﬂa T




L aud

it his duty ' ' hdxd.o 50 ' Thergupon

ne fpeely sta,tod to me that he did comnit the
battery in the heat of the Woment, and immedisate

—

ly thereafter exooodi,ngly regretted that he had

-

done sp- I told him to make the same stetement
oa hip trial and he said he would ds so 1
think under the cirocumstences that lenicency should

D¢ shown him. and that he zhould not be dismissed

irom the force He appears to me to be an in-
telilgent and good officer. Let this leniency
net serve as a precedent The members of the
foree now know that

and to thege unlawful

2 a

continue to commit them will be d4. smisseds You

nave splendid body of men under you, and I want

them to know that I have every confidence in thenm
desire only to do them Justice On theé other

fand I expect them all to be frank and truthful

ith the Wayor and with you, and of all things to

navor

try to shiold the men on the forece who are

doing wrong For thedr own honor they ought to

0ilp us rid the force of such men.
Very truly yours,

h

:..1 ﬁmmm L89S o b

rQ*

e

L]

o L E " & b BT A 2 o ¢ : " "
Ao ey i &, " ' O S E e L . . e 4 4
. 245 s dij-> MenhSy ‘;3.}‘-'!;5__ R Y AN AR At R




davit
nrother Bdwar
Yohn McKgaver
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atrolman be susponded and p
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WwWas hrough 3 the atation

- g AT _
on Fehvruary 21st at:
halng takan to tke noarest

d up &nd not takan to
the nex’ morning. Thie
axpress law. A pearson brought in has
a right to bha brought to the nearest magistrate that
S&me Asy and ag pyYomp i | T, "Thae capta n
and gargeant not onl

_ y denied hin the
»ight to communicate®yith hie wife or father by

telephone, or to send them any message whatever. Let
charges be prepared aga&inst both of them and let

them be put on trial. 3Sueh things must cease in
the Police Department.
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July 19,19%910.m

Dear Judge Kempnor:

-

I thank you very much
for your letgter of July l8th, 1

am sure that you will ¢o away
with the disorderly condition of
the Maglegtrates' Courts in your
digtriet., Do not hesitate to
make complaint againet them, 1
gee that Tighe yesterday or the
day before dismissed a complalint
against a policeman for a bat-

tery, Thg evidence Was agmple to
hg)zhtl or trial; and in addi-
0o

on to that the policeman ran
awa, o ¢ meealad himsalf for
three waoks after commi tting the

battory. Does Judge Tighe think

that he 18 a trial court? Does
ne realize that he 1s onlv a

magi strate, with the duty of
holding for trial vhere & pro-
bable case 1g presented to him?
The evidence in this case was am-
ple to hold him, but he seems to
have gone on and tried the casec.
Will you be so good as to gzet the
evidence 41n this case and send {t
to me, Buch things should not

be passed over,

L]
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i enclese to you a le%ter from ths septain of
& beseball feam to effaot that the police have
driven then off of the diumend in 8t. 's Park
where they hgbouin‘m habit of p og for e
long time. Pl s this investigated. But I
ds not want any more false reporte sent snch as
Mﬂhrg: sent with regard %o the Prospect Park
matter. $ 414 ho mean by suoh a report? Did
he want to oover up the whole mattert . Bither that
or he 4id not invenstigate it at all. His repors
104 me to think  nlso, that the refused to give
their names and addresses. The bdlotter at the
poliee atation shows that they gave their names and
eddresses, and the lieutenant or saptaim in charge
should therefore have telephoned to the precinoet
in wi and had notice given to their
o fully discouraged to have
a8 that mees over in Prespeoct

in the uniform

ton Stree 4
, . peet, oare of Samuel Steremman. They
ot Ao MG AR hod._pioked up & xubber bdall of a 1ittle
[irl angd tosee Ouly one of them
14 1%, and yot both of them were arrested and bdoth
beaten By th gistrate inte edmitti
, &he 1ittle fellow who h
at all refused o do se¢, and
11 and taken beaok to the
there advised that the sasiecst
y 762 10 the megistrate sc
Do - l. was fined o e




