At a meeting of the Committee on Small Parks, held June 17,

1897, the following resolution was adopted:-

RESOLVED, =
That His Honor, the Mayor, be notified that the

title to the five blocks of property embraced in the proposed

EBleventh Ward and Division Street Parks will pass to the city

on June 224 without further legal proceedings, under the Act

to speed the acquisition of these properties which became law on
May 22d; and that it be respectfully represented to liis Honor,
that the need of these parks in the midst of the densest popula-
tion of the city is so great that it would be a hardship to have
any delay whatever occur in the carrying owt of the provisions
of the 1aw, The Cormittee is strongly of the opinion that thése
parks should be pressed to completion as rapidly as necessary

regard for the city's interests will admit,




At a meeting of the Cormittee on Small Parks, held June. 17,

1897, the following resolution was adopted:-

RESOLVED, -
That the attention of His Honor, the Mayor, be

drawn to the fact that the plans for the extension of Corlears

Hook Park to the riverside, to which the city amthorities gave
theirassent at the time of the openimng of the park, have not been
carried out. By the simple acquisition of a few lots on the
river front, the erection of a proper bulwark and the removal

of the street car tracks from bet ween the park and the river

to streets skirting the park on the land side, this improvement
may be effected, and Corlears Hook Park come to its just rights.
The present condition of the river front constitutes a constant

danger to persons frequentimg the park.




At a meeting of the Committee on Small Parks, held June 17,

1897, the following resolutions were adopted:-

RESOLVED,=
That the attention of His Honor, the Mayor, be

directed to the fact that the general Small Parks Act% does not,

like the special law under which two new parks are now being ac-
quired in the Tenth and Hleventh Wards, require that every park
shall be in part finished as a public playground, and that failure
to so do would be a violation of the spirit of the Act.
RESOLVED, -

That His Honor, the lMayor, he requested to cause
the authority residing in the Department of Parks to provide
every park hereafter made with a tlayground to be exercised; and
further, that,where possible, & part of the parks already laid

out shall be so utilized.




At a meeting of the Committee on Small Parks, held June
17, 1897, the following resolution was adopted :-

RESOLVED, -
That the Committee respectfully suggests to the

Mayor the propriety of conferring with the Park Commissioners

in reference to the plgecing of sand heaps for little children

in such parks and places as in the judgment of the Commiss ioners

are adapted for this use.




At a meeting of the Committee on Small Parks, held June 18,

1897, the following resolution was adopted :-

That the Secretary commnicate with His Honor,
the Mayor, directing his attention to complaints made of the
slow progress in the matter of condemning the property included
in the area of the proposed Jefferson Park, commonly called
",it tle Italy Park," between One Hundred and Eleventh and One
Hundred and Fourteenth Street, east of First Avenue, and to the

desirability of speeding the work as much as possible.




301 Mulberry Street,
New York, June 18, 1897.

Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

Your Advisory Committee on Small Parks, at its

lest meeting adopted the following resolutions touching parks
now in existence or in process of being acquired, and directed
me to forwardec the same to yow, Accordingly, 1 have the honor
to enclose them.

Very respectfully,

Vi

il L 4/ ,
Secretary Committee on Small Parks,

/vt

Encéboane .
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Hon. ¥Wm, L. Strong,
Mayor.
direction of the Board

by
com=

acknowledge,

honor to
of the 19t inst.,

1 have the
of Parks, the receipt ol your communication
ot the Committee on Small

inst., and to advise you

municating action taken at the meeting
ot this Department, held on

Parks, held at your oftice on the 17th

that at a meeting of the Commissioners
the 21st inst., the Board of Street Opening and Improvemant was re-

racoinmanded.
the other matters refei-

as

quested to take the nacessary steps to acquire the property on the

Corlear's Hook Pairk

state tuat

Piver front of
directad to

1 am also
latte r shall receive proper attent ion i'rom the De~

rad to in your

partment.
Respectiully, "
&\ : '
"QW&L/@ 1 ;(

Secratayy.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayaor.

Sir:=-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication of

the 28th ult., enclosing a letter from the Governor, to which is attached
one from James Keleher, who desires to be reinstated as a laborer in
this Department,

Upon investigation, I find that this man was discharged under
charges and cannot be reinstated under the law within three years. He
was given an opportunity to be heard on the charges, but didnot appear
and his case was decided against him because of this fact.

Respectfully,

President.




Hitinfal Acadsty of Design, THE FINE ARTS FEDERATION OF NEW YORK.

N. Y. Chapter of the Am. Inst. of Architects.

American Water Color Society.

Society of American Artists. Epw. HamiLtoN BELL, SECRETARY,
The Architectural Ieague of N. Y.

American Fine Arts Society. 424 FIFTH AVENUE,
Municipal Art Society of N. V.

Society of Beaux Arts Architects.

National Sculpture Society.

The Mural Painters. NEw YoRr K, J'I,J.ly 2nd ?
To the Honorable Commissioners of the Park Board.
Wm. L. Strong, Esq.,
Mayor City of New York,
City Hall,

New York

Your Honor:=

I have the honor to submit to you a resolution passed by the

Council of the Fine Arts Federation at a meeting held last night,

Yours respectfully,

Secretarye.




Whereas} The artists of wyew York look forward with great inte rest
to the establishment of the contemplated Botanical Gardens; and,
whereas, they believe that these Gardens are to be placed in one
of the public parks, they are justified in demanding that they shal)
be so arranged and disposed that they shall add to and not det ract
from the artistic effect of the surrounding landscape.
And whereas:

The pepartment of Publiec Parks have retained expents,
vhose standing and ability is recognized not only by the membe rs
of their respective professions but by the public at large, to ex-
amine and report upon the artistic excellence of the general scheme
prepared tfor the const miction of the proposed Botanical Gardens in
Bronx Park.,
And whereas:

These experts have unanimously condemned the proposed
seheme and have recommended changes and alterations:
And whereas:

1t is conceded that those in control of important Munic i-
pal Pro jeets should co-operate with, and aet upon fhe advice of,
skilled expe rts, in order that the work proposed may reach a suc-
cessful issue,
THEREFORE:

Be it resolved that the Council of the Fine Arts Federa-

tion deeply regret, and strongly deprecate, the actior of the Park

Board in rejecting the recommendations of its commission of experts
to whom it had referred the plan formulated by the Board of Manage-
ment of the Botanical Gardens; and that they respectfqlly urge the
said Park Board to reconsider its resolution approving of the genewr
al scheme referred to and to give to the report of its experts_the

consideration to whieh it is entitled.




Copy.

The Fine Arts Federation of New York,
Edw. Hamilton Bell, Seeretary,
424 Fifth Awenue,

New York, July 3rd, 1897.

To the Honorable Commissioners of the Park Board,
Samuel MeMillan, Efsq.,
President Park Board,
Arsenal, Central Park,
wvew York Cit ye.
Dear Sir,-

1 have the honor to submit herewith a resolution passed

by the Counc il of the Fine Arts Federation at a meeting held July

1st.
Yours respectfully,
(Signed) Edw, Hamilton Bell,

Secretary.
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The Honorable
William L. Strong,

Mayor.

T have the honor to advise you that the Board of Parks has
accepted and approved of a memorial to the late Richard Morris
Hunt, proposed to be erected on the Central Park by the Municipal
Art Society, and a site therefor has been designated in the Fifth
Avenue wall of the Park opposit® the Lenox Library midway betw'een
70th and 71st Streets. JInviting your attent ion to Chapter 108 of
the Laws of 1896, which provides that no statue or piece of sculp-
ture or work of art in the nature ot a public monument or memorial
shall be erected or placed upon any ground belonging to the City of
New York without the approval of the Mayor, the Pregident of' the
Board of Aldermen, the President of the National Sou"lpture Society,
and the President of the Muniecipal Art Society, I am di reected to
request such approval for the proposed memorial as deseribed.

I may add that the donors are in readiness to proceed

with the work of erecting the monument, and have communicated their
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desire to proceed with the same as soon as may be permissible, in

view of which anearly consideration ot the matter by the Board or

Committee named in the law cited is respectiully requested.

k.

Respect fully,

Se




MAYQRIS; ORRIGE:,
Aok Judey 1577

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Parks has re-
quested the undersigned to pass upon the memorial to
the late Richapd Morris Hunt to be erected in the

Central Park in the City of New York;

AND WHEREAS, upon examination, it appears to be

a commendable work of art; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that in accordance with the power vested
in us by Chapter 108 of the Laws of 1896, we do hereby

approve of the same,

//v/% 7 -z

Mayor,

g /
L
R e

L ™

President of Boa.rd of Aldermen.

C o O Fovveeess

President of Municipal Art Socie€y.

President of National Sculpture SOA%“\
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July 21st, 1897
Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor.

I have the honor to advise you that the Board of Parks has accepted
and approved of a new statue of Col. de Peyster, to replace the statue
now standing in Bowling Green Park.

Inviting your attention to Chapter 108 of the Laws of 1896 which pre-
vides that no  statue or piece of sculpture or work of art, in the na-
ture of a public monument or memorial shall be erected upon any ground
belonging to the City without the approval of the Mayor, the President of
the Board of Aldermen, the President of the National Sculpture Soclety
and the President of the Municipal Art Society, I am diredted to respecs-

fully request such approval for the statue herein referred to.

Z)‘ (/(C«, Avia_ ’féa

4 O
&7$ecretary.

Respectfully,
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June l4th, 1897
Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.
My dear Sir:-
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
the 12th instant.

In regard to erecting the facade of the Tombs for an entrance to
Central Park at 5th Avenue and 8lst Street, I would say that this matter
has already been brought to the attention of the Board from another
source and was referred to the National Sculpture Society, for report and
suggestions. When thelr report is received, it will be considered,
in conjunction with your suggestions, by the Board.

In regard to the plans of the Botanical Garden, I may say that I am
in entire sympathy with what you say. I believe that the work should
be begun without further delay, even if we do err a little. It seems
to me that so rmuch time has been spent in preparing the plans in question
and so much talent has been at work upon them, that they must have un-
doubted merit and I am ready, after hearing the report of our Expert
Committee, to vote upon the matter, giving each opiniﬂ% due weight.
Differences in opinion will always exist, particularly among experts, and
it is only a question of differences in opinions that we have to consld-

er in this matter.
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I hope and believe that this matter of accepting the plans of the
Botanical Garden people will be settled without any further serious delay

and without any damage to the purposes of the Botanical Society, and I

beg to assure you that I will do every thing in my power to further the

same. f/.,

Very respectfully,

= ;’M/}m el
£ (¥ s i S

/\..,/
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Meyor,
Sir,~
1 have the honor to advise you that the subject matters of

your communieation of the 1l2th inst. were considered by the Board
of Parks at a meeting held on the l4th inst.

The suggestion ror the transfer oi’ the #acade of the
Tombs to the locality or the Egyptian obelisk in Central Park has
been submitted to the National Seulpture Society Jor their Opihion.

The Commissioners have had several conferences with the
Direet ors of the New York Botanical Garden touching the plans now
unde r econsideration, and are awaiting a further expression ol the
views of the Directors with regard to ce vtain suggested modilieca-
tions, which are promised for Friday next. A spec;a:l mesting of
the Board will be held on that day to fu rthe r considfé.r and detep-{

mina the mattenr.

Respectiully, ALW
Secretar; .




NAT10NAL SCUDPTURE SOCIETY
Building of the American Fine Arts Society,
215 W, 57th St., New York City,

J. Q. A. Ward, President S. P. Avery, 2nd Vice+Prest
119 West 52nd St., 4 East 38th St.,

Russell Sturgis, lst Vice President 1. Wyman Drummond, Treas.,
307 Rast 17th St., 436 W. 22nd St.,

Barr Ferree, Secretary,
112 Wall Street.

New York, July 20th, 1897.

Hon, William leary, Secrétary,
Department of Public Parks,
The Arsenal, New York.
Sir, -

Referring to your communications dated June 9th and 15th, in
reference to the transfer of the gateway and porch of the old City
Prison, known as the Tombs, to the Central Park, the Society begs
leave to report that in its opinion the architectural merit of that
building being of slight interest or value, no portion of it 1is
worthy of preservation. As a part of a prison it can have no
general interest, and the copying on a small scale of the grand and
colossal art of ancient Egypt has been unfortunate as calculated to

mislead the popular mind in regard to the architecturgl beauty of

1.
this style. Such a building would be an incongruous addition to

the Park or to any group of monuments whateve r.
The Society, thereforz, does not recommend the utiliza-
tion of any part of it as proposed.
I em Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) Barr Ferree,

Secretary.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.
Sir,=-
Referring to your communication of the 12th ult. respecting

the suggestion to utilize for the park a portion of the fasads:
of the old Tombs building, I have the honor to enclose herewith a
copy of a report of the Nat ional Sculpture Soeciety, with whom this
Department advises on all subjects of art works intended for the
parks, which contains the opinion that sueh utility of any port ion
of the structure of the formmer City Prison would not be advisable,
and 1 beg to advise you that the Board of Parks at a meeting, held
on the 26th inst., concurmin the conclusion of the Society as con=-
tained in this reporte.

Respect fully,

: i 1/
z/\ \/WAH fiﬂw
7
Secretary.
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August 3rd, 1897
Honorable William L. Strong,

Mayor.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter

of the 2nd instant, regarding permitting City employees who

are members of the G. A. R. to attend the Annual Encampment

the week beginning August 23rd, 1897.

This Department will be governed in the matter entirely

by your suggestions. .
Respectfully, : /7/( ilfcé&"ﬁ

President.




- R. W. Gibson, o 18 Wall Street,
 Archited, New York, Aug. 10,1897,

Mr. E. E. Mclane,
Erngineer, Comptrollers Office,
_ New York City.
Dear Sir:- ‘

I beg to submit as requested by you in our conversation th
morning an explanation of the plans of the Botanical Garden now befo‘r:\
you upon the request of the Department of Public Parks .

The buildings contemplated include

Museum Buildi

Horticultural House

Power House for heating above
Propagating houses

Stable for gardening plant
Closets for public use

The plans prepared by me and the estimated cost of the work are

as follows:-

First portion of the Museum Building....$255,000.00

i 3 " equipment of same...... 50,000.00
Power House......... R S A e LR 40,000.00
Stable ----------- EEEEREE R IR I I I 2’50000-0
OXORMEE. o« viivamn i PR e S A R PR 1,500.00

The plans i,pregt)‘ared by Messrs Lord &
or

Burnham irst portion of
Horticultural and egropagating
houses are designed to cost....... vssss 161,000.00

Making the total authorized......... ....$500,000.00

It being arranged that the estimates for the Horticultural
houses are to be received in such form as to permit of acceptance with
or without certain additions,so that the work contracted for can be
limited to the amount available after the previously named items are
provided for. This item being an elastic one upon which it is easy to
save or expend according to circumstances.

A detailed description of the Museum Building is enclosed.




~ e { C
R. W. Gibson, v 18 Wall Street,

_7'4”1‘(/1/'//’;/", 7 E. E. McL. Page No o New York,

I will take an early opportunity to call upon you to give any

further explanations necessary.
e

(enclosure)




From the Secretary of the New York Botanical Garden, submitting plans specifications
Jfor buildings to be erected on the grounds set aside for the use of the Botanical Garden in Bronx
“*Park,
Commissioner McMillan offered the following :
® Resolved, That the plans, specifications and form of contract this day received for the erectior:
0fa museum building, power-house, stable, closet group and greenhouses in Bronx Park for the
“purpose of the New York Botanical Garden be approved, and the specifications and form
# contract ordered printed, and when printed and approved as to form by the Counsel to the Cor-
_ poration, and funds shall be available therefor, that an advertisement be inserted in the City
"L’:ORD inviting proposals for doing the work.

Which was adopted by the following vote :
Aye;—-Commisioners McMillan, Cruger, Ely —




'THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
MUSEUM BUILDING. -
A BESCRIPTION OF THE DESIGN BY

R. W. GIBSON, Architect, -
18 Wall Street Naw Yerk

i :

The Glhe slovtal for thie buildi (as for sah BF tha otherb _
: is one in:which it will net detract from the natural.
| baautws of the park.  The 1and to be occupied is- 8. tract
c;p grass meadew in the immediate vieinity of the
Bed ord Park Railway station which had been- laid out in
streets and building lots, eand where no trees of any -
soenic -value remain to- be. disturbed. Its- ;'esent con-
~dition is the usual unattractive state of ? i
imgrovanen ‘and ‘having.no. character or baau 0 its ovm. o
er portions of :the gardens however include many scenes.
‘and places of. romantic beauty all of which are to be
%eserve -and cared:- for, -and in none of these are any
ildings to be. orected. ,

‘ leading features of the design for the Museum Buildin§ :
educed from the requlreman & and the surroundi W {'.h
careful attention to the special character of the exh1bits
and studies to which thé buildiag 18 to-be davoted are-.

| Fir_a‘f. "Abundaut daylight, by very large windows.

" Second. Accessibility of upper stories; b studiedl arrange- |
Tt e ment of appryoache‘slp gaqd sta:lrs - dyhall ¥ a.ng |

: Thirdl. Facility of maintename and menagement; by s 113_, £
ity of. %lan and uniformity of%cture Lﬁi%g
provisien for. intarchangaable parts and f1ttings,
‘and by-cleanly -materials. -

| Fcurtﬁ. Absolute firoresis'bing qualities muck more perfeot ks
, -~ than hitherto .cust ¢mary R

. Fifth. Mn artistic treatmant of the extericr to a oid th
i ~appearance of excessive height he bulld- :
'ﬁ 88 .an art ficial- umt in tha na:baral
d. surroun 1ngs.,_ L Co

| smh. Scholastio and dighified R s da’oall w1th- |
eu ~any - forced or superflueua eompoaitians.~— e ]

ABUNDANT DAYLIGHT 'bhe ﬂrst named need is the startlrg point
| of -this des: By i suggested the great windows -
Hand comparat vely anwll piers of the Italian. Oorinthian
o oiggzw in. prbforanea to. wall ‘masses pierced by iselated
 external effect thuc obtainnd is ﬂtmng and massive whila*
- the interior bene by, mqus.u %ﬁoportiom of voids to.
_ selids in the 1 Not. “the hei g_
i gf the epenings s - e&ier bhm usual in cl&asic oompoBLe




The principal emtrance is put at the first floor level so
at all the public muaeum halls are withln one flight
of stairs gg one down. This is od by form::ﬁ {8
ong t

a errace he main front of the bu 1ding reach :
i an inclined approach and raised at the cenire, hs o
the height of the basement, and by kaeplng the basement

down a ittle (without howdver I%werirﬁ any window - |
sills below the ground level zm hus the main ﬂeor is |
reached:without conscious climb while the basement ty
preserves its proper height of story. The great artist c
value of this arrangemen 1s considerad in ancther |

Paragraph-

At the ends.the basement has entrances ab the ground level ]
where it is made coincident with the floor eval Free |
and safe axit is thus afforded from the large ecture
theatre, and on the other hand convaniant level entrance
with no steps whateyer for the entry and 1scharge 7 S
atores, exh blts, ete., :

' The central hall is given some archlteotural dlstinetion by a .

! c1rcu1ar colonnade; the space thus segarated is gtill
available for certain exc tional exhibits of bold or
bulky character without in uring the halls utihty as a
focus of communications. . ‘

i The main stalro o of amp 'dgrogortlo asi and safe for
" the regulat fon of oro osi te the antranoo 4
has a very g mdmg where a few exhib its »
will- serve to rcak the p sage upward, and where veﬁ o
lar e windows flood the whole extent of the stair with
‘ aq ‘This stair 8xtends only to the second story'
which has museum. halla similar to the first. From the
second floor another stair extends to the third whlch
can thus be easily guarded from intrusion.

. Two elavators have been pravided one_for passengars and one
for freight. The latter could, however, be used . for |
passengers when not needed fo its pr e sorvice T ) ko

, is now done in office bui th elevatb o 8 ara_;'
close to the enhramea so that they camn be reach g Yy
garsons desiring an ugger floor wi hout just travers ng

he lowsr floor, ive access equally to the
museum department and to the student dopartmen .

. On the third floor the hall is. arran%ed on the fromt of the |

i “building in order to leave all the morth light of the
‘rear gart availablo for the . laboratoriu. library =
occu es a central position over the prine pa.l hall and
8 alreue ‘and the various rooms are each qccmsible :
without ’eravarsing othar rooms. e

L ‘This gompletos the general review of accaas ﬁnd oamunicat-
j gng, gt : . : s i
| mcm'rms OF MAHA EMEN D MAmmmo
: the design a reg arit{ and simihrity of arts, equal

ths, of windows °01 s L
2  aea ond be. "

' distances
| et uﬁm od for one’plac




the construstion of the ﬂoors is 8o davisod that if *
desirable the columns can be changed and. placad at dis- '
tances apart different from those indicated.

The interior finish of the bulldmg is calculated 1o s1mplifyi
4 its maintenance. In the central halls and stairs ,
white marble is advised for floors and wainscotings. :
Its cleanliness and durabilit % are exc tion&l 1t can |
be relieved from severity he use sg 'ly of one.
color such as yellow in combination. the museum
floors is recormended a composition of mtura 1 marble
in "mixture" colors which is durable and economical
and can be so constructed so as to avoid the unsighﬁly ;
cracks usual in marble moaaic floors of greater cost.

. For the ‘finish of walls and colums some one of the %a.nl !
| patent plasters. is pre ]c%oud partly with regard helr 7
efficiency as fireproo rotection, and partly [
the facil ty with whlch 8 pain’ced surfaces mw be re- L
novated and purified. With such impery ous floors and
walls the comfort of gersom is secur g
ortant, the impossibility of damgneaa preven s RS
1 ement” of mildews and bac eria; eat enemi as of

. museums. A system of- ventilation will alae assist 0
these obj ects.

 FIREPROOF QUALITIES ABSOLUTE AXD CONSISTENT are provided and

urged not only in the cons’oruction but in t o . finish,
That this is not a suger fluous heori is shown by |
recent experi ences. n this design there is not to'be
used any combustible structure or inish whatever. The .
numerous wooden finishings found in most buil dinss of
fireproof construction are banished. The hard wood
floors, the wainscotings, the paneled windovt %oambs,
casings and jambs and cornices of doors, ;
themselves, and the window frames and- sas oa
" encélosures "and shelving fro roams,
coat rooms, toilet. reoms and aborat erios
furniture of the library and stack room: sﬁal |
fireproof, and.if the committee please, even. tho show ¥
cases and: cabinsts of the museum halls, so that not only
the safety of the huildi -structural gabut also the
afety of eaoh room and ifs contents shall be- aasure e
t is in this dlrectmn that. progress is necessary in
fireproof building. Hitherto the motive seems to have
been to restrict a fire to certain limits of one or two |
‘rooms. It should be to prevent. fire altogether. -

| AN EXTERIOR OF ARTISTIC VALUE is ef great 1 nrtamee in a i
| ‘building erected by a metropol g for educati onal i
 poses -~ without saerificing ut ],it em forg
economy much can be done to gsecure
The requirements of the ,cemittee ost at first a =
 building of ‘pragtically four s r:los %ac of considorable
“hoiahb but ‘at the out et it is seen { :
P theae storioa would produce an: 1fice esz rely
il eut a?h _with the site and the chmrming natural
peauties of its. surre oundings. The rising land with.t T
btbﬁr.ound.- f exquisitely woo ations wou

| .g eyer 3{ qu.,:; ntrins Iy
are not 1qrgg m _

fiotaﬂs of

crat on..




Their semiclvillzod character invites ‘as a foil the
refinement of a classic bmldirg But it must bs like .
_ them of somewhat varied yet not overbold outline so that :

it shall appear to belong to the soil upon whlch it has
grown.

These circumstances hava been met by a design of Italian
Renaissance style in which regularity is confined to
the two chief stories, where the main order of Cerinthian
pilagters and ontabl ature about 42 feet in hei§h is
carriad uniforml through all parts and thus g ve: umty ;

the edifice, ‘Vhile npper story is made to agpear. ;

in full effect only in the central mass and upon
flanking wings, the intermediate portmns showing st.eep
roofs vuth domer windows. - ,

The order is limited to two stories beoauae these are the
chief portions of the structure and are thus appropri-
ately marked in the external character, and because the

upper story is thus left susceptible ei‘ freer and more
varied traatment. i

The central feature is crowned by the dome of the ro“ing |
: room rising somewhat higher than any other %
| making a reposeful culm nation of the: heigh The whole
stands upon a basement \Vhieh is par e
approaches and terrace. agparont he
lessened and the skyline variod wi out i tc the
utilitarian 1n$ariar., The order of illars ? vaa bold
sgale to the building, with vertical lines effective at -
distances, and in ony with the woodland surrounding& i
e terrace .and approaehes serve as a setting by which
the artificial masonry is led up to form the na ural
landscape, and while size and spacious extemt are ol
evident tﬁere is no gigantm block to destroy the scale |
of the scenery. biis

| ALL THE DETAIL which fhe AmAlY soale of drawirﬁh Sarirbh show,; ;

s will be academic and historical althoughnthe design
gntir%l orig inal and in no rospect a eapy or reproduet-;

on o r i

| The materials are to be whfte stone and white brick and terra
| cotta whfich mature in a ewmontstoal&graymos
hamanious with the- foliage surroundi ases and
l _the - uldbe stona and certain =
‘otHer. k can be so. exactl mT tched in =
this color as to be not distinguisha‘ble at ordinary dis=-
tances. The amount of stone used would depend somewhat |
upon the e endituros ermitted. The amount named in .
Eo instru ions for the portion now to'be built would -
u.%g econ ; 80 that 8 very free use of stone would |
no o desirable unless a sl t increase of oost were |
allowed. But an excellent rondoring of the design can
be siven in the dombinatzen of materials suggeated.

" The stone eolumns amd comices of the porticoat and ordm
| -are 8o desi that in case the
first aﬁrog ﬁtlm Wns insuff eiont they maw lw 1& e

| t nyuf'* can bs. hnrm. ol




The building can be made eorrectly artistic without these by

a direct and frank exprassian of its own character.

The location ig mot absoluta % fixed by aaythm% on the
| des The position in icated in the ins ructions it
woul suit it excellently. It is suggested that the

bulldin% should face not ‘due south but a little west of
it as that

would improve its appearance frem the station

and Boulevard and would also give better north light 1n

, the afternoon when most valuable.
| THE ACCOMMODATIONS rovided include the following, all

practically of the sizes sugested in tha instructions. |

BASMNT

. The Lecture Theatre to seat 800 persons is placed. at the
b western intersection of the wings where it will be
nearest the railway station and hl% ay and have the
advantage of outside windows for 1

It is plammed in an original way m an effort to avoid
some usual defects.  The customary forms of halls have

and ventilation. ‘

many seats from which the illustratiem upon the screens‘

cannot be sean, es ediall these eccug "ﬁ the side
- portions close to la ferm.- e -room be
planned narrower then eat e h makes At diffi-
cult to hear from the rmo t is therefore . .

- recommended that a uadrant form "of plan be adopted, as
giving perfect. viow from all parts and placi 5 seats |

within a very moderate range of the speakars voice.

theatrs has three larg e exits to the ogen air direct
and is also wceasibl from the general basement. A1
these doors are level with the ground outside wi thout

steps, so that an alarm.can have no disastroua effeots. 5

Tho aislas w:lden as their duty increase:

if8e |
- There are no columns; t ﬁe oor aver- 1

‘head wiug be suspendegu{{o§ g'irders of double cagacity |

in . the sedond tier.

t and good accous
are secured by sinking

of the theatre below the

|

- the
normal basement level %he study given to this lecture

room is only partly revealod by the- plans. i

| ‘The central hall is repeated in the basement sl i Eadnitel

ion hall extends on. either side with very good dayli b

The north windows are made of extruordinaryj‘ size. Thers

are several store rooms, etc. proﬂ.do .

Toilet rooms for both gexes are glaced in the froht and rear
| ‘ n i

resgoctuel -of the baseme

Whora good dwligh
ven :

11ation are secured. :

Two entrames are plaood 1n the centre, and two at oach end

It is thought that any entrance not requirod m be )
aasily modified for use as a W ndow i

. The court of the buildigg fe)%med by the side w:lnga ia n—

i ﬁgz;ldwﬁ. aitﬁo"-."“ 2 gs .:e tﬁu lery re grr gﬂ’: nt

| ghory it will serve to mke 10 dee raoen and
ity 4

that aspeot of the building which vill.] m‘r““

fuﬁrof 'e a moi‘b ] w“fortant om thm no\r...\?: i

& )



' boilers and engines are glaced under the court, and
access to them is provided mdependenb of the bulldlng
proper.

court is by a large gateway accessible to waggons for
delivery of stores. |

FIRST FLOOR .

general plan provides halls un1forml¥, 50 feet wide and
20 feet high and of le hs of about 100 feet. For the
 'sake of the exterior effect the future extension is ,
plamed te be a little longer than 100 faet but this
1s not imperative.

central hall and museum halls have a combined area of

006 feet, or in the provisional form of 20,642 feet.
Oﬁ’ices and board room of 1000 feet ars pron&od
opposite the main entrance beyond the stair.

glass ga.llery for 11vin§ plants on this floor has an
area of about 3100 feet and makes the complete circut
of the building 864 feet internally. It has a special |
service elevator and stair for the transfor of exhibits.

SECOND FLOOR.

‘ museum halls and central hall would have finally an area '
on this ﬂ%ortof 35, @56 feet and provismnally an area

98 L ]

' flat tilod roof of the north gallery gerves as an agrae- |

able form of summer conmmnication and possibly of out-- |

door exhibits ke :

THIRD FLOOR

third floor has rooms nearly as suggested. The necessity
- of a good commnicating hall makes the area of the pro- ' .
visional rooms rather less- than the extent calculated |
in the instructions.
hall, elevators and stairs and toilet reoms are 1
%he south side so as to leave the north ligh T
avaﬂablo for laboratories. This gives a nmplioity of
an and allows of more variety in the design of the :
‘ront.
1ibrary is made the central de artment with two sub-
divi ona he raading reom u:nder the dome,which is of
glass. u}é per part d the stack room or book
Jieom whlch is to the rear in the square central block.
t is evident that if the separate stack -room be not
‘required the space could be combined with the roadim
‘room or used for class rooms. - x
i\ To the east of the library are place ‘in order a_class room )
! 985. feet with north t the rgholo ical laboratery
1781 feet with north ligh er.¢. ass room. 270 .= |

. Teet, and th Horha.rium aﬁor
. To the vest. are the Bacteriﬁw‘zea% laborate 985
: P%glo 8l feet. an

the icgl laborato
1ig cemun cates w1z

‘ clau room th 1

e Egd 5 h. ngbp &‘Jblol 1 36 feet with g us ro
. e Chemi a 0 , Ay

_rooms on this 1@er cg have Bl .': lfshts if«‘ ”’aquirod




'l'here are other rooms provided as follows.- cne class room
about 457 feet, one class room about 412 feet, two i
professors rooms each about 150 feet, - two apparatus £

. rooms each about 150 feet. |

Care has been exercised in the placing of these rooms. The
room for living plants is separated well from the - »
laboratorias, etc., by an intervening class room, because
the moist atmos hora unavo idable in such a room is
destructive to books and spe¢imens and instruments.
Tli}etﬁhemﬁal laboratory is at the extreme western end
0 e h |

- The Herbarium and the library book room are well isolated so

that fire in their combustible contents could be easily

managed .

The future extension would enlarge the Herbarium and rovide
a mumber of new rooms of different gsizes -~»the alls.
would be extended.to serve them. :

If class rooms in greater number are needed nov tamg a.!’{ 4
fireproof partitions might divide off portions he

| large laboratories. i

- Coat rooms separate for men and women -~ and toilet rooms a.ra

. near the stair.
Sinks and wash bowls are provided in the laboratoiiu

THE VENTILATIOH thro Uﬁhout would be well secured art.l ?
natural draft and partly fy fans foreing currents
fresh air and ethsting oul air. .

sm'rm APPLIANOES would be the usual apgroveﬁ comsinations'? '

gorcelain marble, tile, and nick -plat.ed me‘ta‘l buf.‘" ;
wi

h no. wood and no. braas

 PIRE HOSE would be provided at short 1ntervals with a reserve ;
j tank on roof and with a powerful pumg in engine room
in addition to the pressure of the city water supply.

ELECTRIC LIGHTING with a system of. intorohﬁeablo fixtures |
for walls and geili s near windows provide for |
. ,;artificial ight TE from the -same diroctian as the
natural -1i t. e ou lets would be mumerous, in
excess of requlremonts to give choiee in a.rrangements |
for lighting special parts. The dynamos would be in a
room under he court as indicated on basement plan -
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COMMISSIONERS.

.%lf/ztﬁ/////:’ Yotbonn, Bidont
S Y Frosdselonnty Gronger; Vico Rhaseidonts August 18th, 1897
7%n# Hgnorable William L. Strong,
Mayor:

My dear Sir:-
I am this morning in receipt of a letter from Mr. Conrad

Parres, President of the House & Real Estate Owners' Associat ion of the
12th and 19th Wards, in which he states that he has written to you, com-
plaining of certain nuisances in East River Park, etc. I beg to

quote below my reply to Mr. Farrer, as follows:

"I beg to advise you that every complaint that has been received from
you or your Assoclation has been referred to the Superintendent of Parks
or the Captain of Police, for attention, as the case required. I will
again write both of those officials, asking that they give your com-
plaints special attention.

In regard to the sand piles in East River Park, of which you make
especial complaint, I would state that they were placed there at the es-
peclal request of the people in your neighborhood. The Board received
many petitions and requests for the sand hills for the children to play
in. I regret that yow Association does not approve of them, but there

seems to be a diversity of opinion in your neighborhood 6n this subject.”

Very respectfully,

resident.




PBoardx of Manwgers

OF THE

HWerr Pork Wokundcnl Guarden.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF,

41 East 4oth St., New York.

AACU : . ﬁ’. (\it }

IIO'J . v ® Tl . L;t r(.‘\“i"‘f &
City of New York,

Referrine to the request of the Commissioners ofl

Ly

1897, in pursuance of the act oi

v

otanieal Garden and itse amendment

of Estimate and Apport ionment asuthorize the issuing
the erection of buildings for the Garden, I would
st a tement :
Board of Managers of the Garden have
11 tle requirements of the act of incorporation
been previously cordially espproved by the gity'e
hgve 1o ised by subscription the sum of ;,52.0450()().0(_"3 , and have al &t
e1listed the support of 542 arnual memher s wh
year .

They have already sccumulated over 2000 different kinds o

.

rerhaceous plarts, shrubs,6 and trees in the grounds a4 in a tem-
porary sreenhouse  which are &lready serving a f:or1}sixiel~:f Je edu=-
cational funection.

They have c mducted 1ary operationg in grad-

ing rough banks , filling end draining low: places, cleaning up




Bodrdx oF MWMarnagyers

OF THE
Henr WPork Wotanical Garden.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF,

41 East 49th St., New York.

1, and otherwise improving the grounds.

They have brought together hy purchase, gifits exchanges
- ’ S 3

deposits over 700,000 specimens for the Museum Build Ing, and over

10,000 hbooks and pamphlets , and have conducted popular lecture
courses .,

Their expenditures from their own funds for these purpo se

for surveys and plans have heen over $25 000.00.

The Commissioners of Public Parks in 1895 gpproved the selec-

tion of the site for the Botanical Garden, end in accordarnce with

the act of incorporation appropriated 250 Bronx
Park for the purpcses of the institution,

was duly accepted by the Board of Maragers.

The Commissioners of Public Parks on June 21st , 1897 .  adopted

the ['ollowing resolution:

RESOLVED: That the plens now before this Boerd
submitted by the Board of Managers of the New
showing proposed buildings to be erected on the rrownd

as prepared and
York Botanical Garden
for the use of

s allotted
the N, Y, lfzer‘»:} ke and the
however, the rjght to deter-

Scott Ave.,

Botanical
same hereby are approved , reserving
mine as to a drivewsy entranmnce at

o
1

Garden in Bronx

and the width thereof
The Commi sai

P T

cners of Public Parks on July 19th | 1897, adopted

the following resolutions:

.

RESOLVED: That the Board of Estimate and Appo rtionment he




PWourdx of MWanwgers

OF THE

PWerax Pork Bokunicul Guarden.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF,

41 East 4oth St., New York.

and herepy 1s respectfully requested to autlorize the Copnptroller
to issue bonds { Eh 41 t o' iive hundred thousand dallars
(53500,000.) in the manaer jrovided b, Cuupter 85 of the Laws
1891 as amended by Chapter 717 of the Laws of 189€ in swh s un:
may be from time to time required for the purpose cof erec ting
lMuseun sad other bulldings on the lands allotted for the use of
New York Rotaniecsl Garden in Bronx Park.

RESOLVED: That the plans,6 speclficastions and forms of con-
tract this day received for the erection of a Museum building
power house 6K stable 6 closet group and greenhouses in-—bBromyx Pevk for
the purpose of the New York Botanical Garden be approved and the
specifications and form of contract ordered printed, and whe:
printed and approved as t o form by the Counsel to the Corporation,

end funds shall te available therefor that an advertisement be in-
"

serted in "The (it y Rdcord" inviting proposals for dodng the work.

RESOLVED: That the selection by the Board of lanacers of the
New York Botanicol Garden of R. W. Gibson snd Lord & Burnham Com-
pany as architects of bhildings to bhe erected on the grouncds set
apart for the use of said Garden in Bronx Park 6 be and heredy is
approved and that the compensetion of said architects be erd hereby
ig fixed at 5% of the cost of the several works upon which they may
be respectively employed.

All the steps preparstory to the erection of the buildings
have therefore been taken 6 and it 1s ezrnestly requested that the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment aut horize the issue of the
bonds provided for K6 in order that the development of the institu-

{1
tion may go forward rapidly and economicelly.
Yours very respectfully,

e

Director-in-Chief.




Wm.

PBourdx of WManugers

OF THE

Hewr Pork Wotanicul Guarden.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF,

41 East 4gth St., New York.

RNLTNARRC AT TANAGIDDR 3 >
OFFICERS AND MANAGERS FOR

fe3 :
Officers.

ident ---Cornelius V
sident = --Andrew

Andrew

Charles F.

W. Bayard Cutting.
Charles P. Daly.
William E. Dodce.

= ——
Ex-cofficic

President

L. Stron e g
Scientific

Seth Low

Add ison Brown .

{

e Fo & Mg .
C: s Chandi &,

Je F«. Kemp,

Director-in-Chie *,

N, L. Britton.




College of Pharmacy of the City of New York,
115 West 68th Street, N. Y. City
Sept. 1, 1897.
Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
City Hall, N. Y. City.
Dear Sir;
;pon my return from a two monthsg' stay at the Royal
Botsnical Gardens, Kew, England, I learn to my great satisfac-
tion that the plans for our New York Gardem and its buildings have
been agreed upon by the Managers and the Commigsioners of Public
Parks and that an application for an appropriation for the con-
struction of these buildings is now before the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment. Being, like all teachers and men of science in

the city, and indeced in the entire country, deeply interested in

this great project, I have carefully watched the preparation of

these plans, and angare of the differences of opinion which ex-

ist regarding them. I desire to state that in my judgment, based
upon a thorough study of similar institutions abroad, these plans
the

are admirably adapted to the purposes of Garden and will, if car-
ried out, greatly enhdnce the beauty of Bronx Park, without in-
juring in any way the natural beauties of its scenefy. The sepa=-
ration of the main buildings by a wide interval is most desirablé,
as shown by the experiences of other Gardens. Mr. Dyer, the Di=-

‘rector at Kew, has assured me that the best results will be at-

tained by having the buildings distributed as widely as possible.




The buildings as planned appear to be complete in themselves and

in connection with the out=door plantings and the natural features

of the tract, will give New York the most dignified, attractive

and efficient Botanical Garden within the temperate zone.

Very respectfully yours,

Sy A ﬁ_@iﬁ WL &

Prof. of Botany and Materia Medica.
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Hon, A. B, Orr, Presaident,
Board of Rapid Tranait Raillroad Commissioners,
256 Broadway, City.
8ir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of September lst, addressed to the Commissioners of this Department, and
beg to reply, as follows:

You state: "It is unfortunate that the adverse actien of your
(this) Department has been delayved so long". I would state in this
connection that there has been no unnecessary delay on the part of this
Board in paasing upon that portion of your plans affecting Battery Park.

Although this Department was wholly occupled at the time of the re-
ceipt of your plans in April last with the detalls of the Grant Monume nt
dedication, the plans were promptly laid before the Board at 1ts first
meetin- after their receipt, and were referred to me, as President, for
report,

In order to mnke a comprshenaive report upon the subject, it was
necessary for me to see a complete set of plans, showing the proposed
location of the road, its depth below the surface und 1ts relation teo
the trees and lawns of the park.

Your communication of the 21lst of July was recelved in my absence,
but, as you state, the matter was promptly taken up by Vice-President
Cruger, who replied on the ‘2nd of July that our Superintendent of Parks
had staked out the route with your Chief Engineer and that such route
would greatly affect the value of the Battery as & public park, as it
ran under the principal grass plots and so near the Surface that neither
trees nor grass would grow over it, Vice=President Cruger alsc suggest-
ed certain other changes in the route that would remedy, to a great ex-—
tent, the Objoc1innahl€ features. “

This Board i3 unwilling to be charpged with the responsibility ef
delayinz unnecessarily action upon the plans, and as a refutation of
that charge, I beg to quote from the minutes of the meeting of the Park
Board, at the late date of July 19th, 1897, as followss:




%iéz%f/fﬁégégé}i;
/) i 7 2 7 g
s prarsmontof Tl Fonk

ThieSiersnt! Gn bt T

COMMISSIONERS.
\,/’;///Z/!////? '//%/é//ﬂ/, Z‘{%ﬂ/wf’
e/fﬂ%;z !’L///;J 2 ”’;i/k,%l) copir; '%;?/ﬁ&sz/nﬂ/{
#A11iam Barclay Farsons, Chief Engineer of the Rapid Transit Raile-
road Commission, appeared and was heard in relation tc the proposed route
of the Rapld Transit Railroad under Battery Park,

On motion of Commissioner 3tiles, Mr, Parsons was requested Lo con=
fer with the Superintendent of Parks relative to the proposed route, and
to submiti a plan showing the same, indicating thereon overy tree that
will necessarily be disturbed thereby."

I think the above will be sufficient to prove that "the adverse
action of this Board" has not been unnecessarily delaved,

On July 8tH your Chief Ensineer was notified that & rneeting of the
Park Board would be held on July lZth,. This meeting, however, was not
held, cwing to the death of my son.

On July 16th your Chief Engineer was notified that a meeting of the
Park Board would be held on July 19th. Yir. Parsons did appear on the
19th, but as shown by the above extract from the minutes, the necessary
maps were not furnished until the 26th of July. ~

On July 3rd, the Secretary of this Department wrote vour Chief En-
gineer: “If you will send a complete survey of that part of Battery
Park under which your railway will lie, it will be submitted to the Board
at the nexi meeting."

On August 2nd, at the meeting held on that day, the Board received
a copy of the resolution to the effect that the Rapid Transit Commission
would, if desired, require that 30il be placed over the said railroad
at such depth and slopes as this Board might desire.

On August 23rd Mr., Ogden, of Counsel to your Commission, appeared,
accompanied by Chief Engineer Parsons, and made certuin atatements to the
effect that the Rapid Transit Commissioners would agree té modify the
plan of the road under Battery Park, if the Park Commissioners would ap=-
prove of the plan as then submitted.

Your counsel was requested to submit the proposition in writing, in
order that it might be tranamitted to the Corporation Counsel for his
opinion as to the legality of the proposed action of this Roard and as
te the powers of the Tapid Transit Raillroad Commission to enter into an
agreement to make changes in details, after the Genefal Plan was
approved,
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The opinion of the Actin/ =Corporation Counsel clearly shows that
your Commission has no power to enter into such an agreement and that the
proposed arrangement could be repudiated by any future Commiasion; alseo
that this Board would have to approve the "General Plan", unqualifiedly,
relying entirely upon "assurances” that the desires of this Park Commisa-
ion would be carried out in the actnal construction of the road.

It has also heen stated that it will be necessary to construct a
station for the proposed Railroad at Battery Park, this being one of the
details which would have to be left to assurances. In fact, as I
understand it, the builder of the Rapid Tranait Railroad might make
huge cuts through Battery Park and leave the same open for an indefinite
reriod, and this Board would have to rely entirely upon assurances that
this will not he done, notwithatanding that the personnel of bhoth this
Commission and the Rapid Tranait Commission may be materially changed
when the road 1is actually built,

Answering that portion of your letter referrins to the report .of the
Consul ting Engineer of this Department, I would state that while his re=-
port 1s a general one, and was intended as such, neverthcleas it points
out the same fact arrived at by Commissioner Crupger in his letter of

July 22nd, that is, that your Engineer mizht have laid out a route under
Battery Park that would have heen far less ocbiectionable than the one
submitted to this Board, and one which would fulfil the requiremencs of

the Rapid Transit Railroad,

The main difficulty with this proposition, as it coneerns the Park
Board, seems to have been that the Rapid Transit R. R. Commissioners
took it for granted that this Department would approve of any plan which
had already been approved by the other naceasary municipal authorities,
without firast taking into consideration possible damage to the parks;
that this Department would consider the necassity for a Rapid Transit
Railreoad paramount to any such damage.

The protection of the peoples' pleasure grounds from disfigurement
and dismemberment by persons interested in publie and private aschemes
has heen the most difficult task of this Board, and it has required
conatant vigilence and unyielding resistance on their part to preserve
the public parks from beins marred and mutilated. Eng ineera seldom
treat a park with proper consideration, when it is an obstacle in their
path,
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This RBoard has been asked to approve certain "aeneral Plans", but
has never been advised, either by your Commission or the Corporation
Counsel, as to the le gal meaning of the term "General Plana®", nor to what

extent the Park Commissloners would commit themselves and future Boards,
by approving the same,

Under these circumstances to approve of the plans submitted would
have been an unbusinesslike action and one which could be taken only
with the risk of involving this Department and the Rapid Transit Com=-
mission in serious complications in the future.

This Board has been disposed at all times to facilitate the devel-
opment of the Rapid Transit problem, and as an evidence of this, I would
refer you to the prompt action taken in approving that portion c¢f your
route passing under Central Park, but the tunnel for which, however,
is to be cons tructed so far beneath the surface as tco do no damage.

Very respectfully, ¥

% / |
@]d oA b e

CoumZa.idner.

I3
"

Commissioner,
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’

lon. Wﬁ. f. Strong,
‘rayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:
I was present at the meeting o' the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment yesterday, and heard the remarks of
Corporation Counsel Scott relat ive to the supposed incompleteness
& the plans for the Museum Puilding of the RBotanical ﬂarden;

As & matter of fact the plans as approved by the Roard of
Managers of the Garden and by the Oomm ss. oners of Publ.c Parks
are compl:te in themselves, and a building c.nseructed from them
would be complete; The plans have been s. drawn, howev r, as to
permit of additions to the luseum Puilding in case they should be
required in the future, and also of additional ornamentation on
the front, in case that is deemed necessary;

These possible additions are nc part of the building as now
planned and approwed; Mre G.bson, the architect, gexceuted a large

water-color drawing showing how the structure would appear if the

wings and po-ticos were ever added, but this drawihg is n. part of

the approved plans.
The estimates accompnaying the specificationa ap proved by the

Commi ssioncrs of Parks and by the Board of Managers are as follows:
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OF THE

Wern Work Wotwricul Gurdere.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-IN-CHIEF,

41 East 4gth St., New York.

Museum Building, censtructisn, 4'%355 000
Museum Building, equipment 50 000
Power House (to serve both Museum Building v

and Conservatory) 404000
Stable 245007
Public Comfort Building

$349.,000
Teaving for the glass houses 151- 000

Totel » ~$'S.‘300 000

The plans for the glass h.uses have been SO arrenged that any

portions of them will be complete in themselves, and t o permit of

future enlergement if found necessary.

The cdvancing cosv of building materials makes it somewhat
uncertein as to just huw many of the glasshouses can be built, and
it was decided to first construct the buildings designed by.x'.'r.
Gibson, and then determine, from the amount of mendoy remaining, hw
how much conservatory may be erected

These plans have been prepared in accozdance with the leaw,
and have recelved th; approval of the Board of Managers of the
Botanical Garien and of the comm.. ss .oners of Public Parks, as

will be seen from the report of the Engi.neer of tle -f‘umptroller.

Yours very :?«ecﬁlls .

Director- 1n—Chie‘.f .
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College of Pharmacy of the City of New York,
115 West 68th Street, lew York Ciuvy.
Sept. 17, 1897.

Yrancis M. Scott, Esq.,
Counsel to the Corporavion of the Civy of Hew York,

Dear Sir:=-

After reading the presentation of your position in
relation to the lew York Botanical Carden which appeared in last
evening's Sun, I feel 1t my duty 1o ask your congideration of the
following facts. I will premise by saying uvnat I am very familiar
with all the facts stated, that this letter is written without
the a&dvies or knowledge of any one, and that my only inverest in
the farden is that of a man who desires to make as ;reat sacrifices
through life for 1te success as Lis circumstances will permit.

The idea of a botanical garden for this city was cher-
ished more than a gquarter of a century ago by such men ae Torrey,
Leggett, Rugsr, Hogg and Newberry and was frequently and seriously
discussed by them. Their ideas were submiitted vo and similarly
discuseed by their successors. During all this time careful
thougiht hag bean given to the subject by those most deeply inter-
ested in it, not one of whom is numbered smong the present O0ppo-
nents of the Oarden. Hearly ten years ago, when good hopes of
gocuring the Oarden began to be entertained, this discussion and
thought developed into a systematic study. #ull series of all
publiecations of the botanical gardens of the world were secured
and aitentively consulted. Dr. Britton made two extended visiis
to all the Buropean gardsns, and not only studied them thoroughly,
but &8l180 opened up an extended correspondence with their repre-
gontatives which has ever since been maintained. Others of us
have done the same in a smaller way. Whenever botanical garden
people have visited this Civy, they have been sought out and the
penefit of their experience amd judgment Xawe Eesm obtained. Men
of wide practical exparience, like the late Thomas llogg, have be-
stowed their continuous atvention upon this subject. Some of us
nave made sxtended stays in tropical countries to study tho natu-
ral havits of iropical plants in relation to thé conditions exist-
ing in plant houses of both vemperave and tropical rggions.

The results of all this work is a plan of which it can be
confidently said thay it embodies the results of all bovanignl gar-
den experience. No good feature of other gardens whiicl ane per-
mitted by our local conditions has been omitted; all which have
bean found objectionable have been eliminated. lNeiiler thie gener-
al views of the Park Board Committee, nor any of its detail recom-
mendations were omitted from the original deliberations of those




-

who have matured the present plan, but their objectionable Tfea-
tures rendered them impossible. I have just retwned from a sume
mer spent in botanical garden work in Burope and I can state that
the plans of the New York Oarden are well-known there and are uni-
versally approved. Representatives of a number of those gardens
have vigited our Oarden site during the past two years and are
able to judge of ithese plans from a knowledge of the loeality. 1
can algo state that the ideas which have been advanced by the Park
Board Committee are ridiculed in the same quarters. The most ex-
perienced mm in botanical garden masvters in Europe sald to me a
few weeks gsince "Your people will find out in the first year ihat
all sorts of crazy, theoretical ideas will be poured in wupon tvi.em.
What they must do is 1o go right ahead in tihe light of ileir own
study and get the work accomplished upon a general plan."

The vlan that hag been adepted by vhe farden managers
is a2 practical plan. for a botanic zarden; the criticisms are
those of landscﬁpa\and editors, Landscapée featuresg nave been care

fully studied but have not been allowed, in trivial details, to
override exp erience in working affairg. It isa positive facu that
plants could not be successfully grown in v:ue buildings proposed

by the critieising Gomaitiee. The plans as tley exist I believe
to be the best that have ever besn drawn. The people who ars re-
spongible for them have devoted years of nhard and patient labor to
vhe subject, thay have secured the necessary authoriiy, being
obliged vo overcome many very serious obsvacles, tney have secured
the necesgsary financial backing and have gotten the undertaking on
a most succsssful foundavion. Why setv uheir plang aside? 1Those
who oppose them have done nothing whatever for ihe furtherance of
the undertaking. hey are aliens 1o tue Gity and to the Siate,
and they are theoretical and inexperienced. 1If their wviews were
to be supported, the unanimous Jjudgmenti of the boranical workers of
the City geot aside and plans forced upon them which they recognize
as imposeible, financial support removed, what is to follow? What
could be expected of vhose living in a disvant Stave, whose inter-
€8t cennot be otlhier than personal?

Permit me to criticise the statement that the Park Board
have ignored the recommendavions of uheir own committee. This is
only technically true. In the light of sincerity and justice it
‘must be admitved that vhe idea of ithat Committee originated among
its own members, that ivs appointment was ite own contrivance and
gecured by methods which are a scandal in viemselves: I am very
gure that you do notv know of the energetic canvassing of 1his sube
Jeet in and about Bosion by men and women who do not figure in the
case at all. Their objeots and acuivities can only properly be
gharacterized as "against the New York Botanical darden™. - It ig
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impogsgible for any of us to doubt your entire gincerity, but I am
guite as well convinced thay your confidence is being abused by
people who are unworihy of it both in intvent and capaecity.

Very respact fully vours,

%/% DBarl, 2ot AT b i i
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St Gy Septerber 20th, 1897
The Honorable William L. Strong,
Mayor.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge recelipt of your letter of the
17th instant, regarding the cultivation of vacant lots in the city and
the proposition to treat a portion of Pelham Bay Park ir this way.

In reply, I would say that, personally, I see no objection to
carrying out the suggestion. I will give the matter attention and
bring i1 to the attention of the other members of the Board and then

advise you of the conclusions arrived at by the Board.

Respectfully,
///l

President,
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37 Wall Street,
New York, Sept 29th,1897

Honorable Wm L,Strong,
Mayor, New York City.
My Dear Mr Mayor:-

Confidentially I hear that Judge Howland was
induced to go to Mr Scott through the influence of some of the
Artistic League of the Century Club, also Paul Dana,

Judge Howland was very much surprised when he
discovered that he had been hasty in opposing the Britanical Garden
schene, I understand he will not appear at the meeting today,
Should any of the Artistic League appear I think it would be well
to ask them individually if they have visited the gardens and if

they have studied the plans whic¢h they oppose,

I will try to be at the meeting, if not, I am sure

there will be others there who are better fitted to defend your
acts and those of the Park Commissicners than I amg

Very respectfully yours,
A
n‘/ /? — ;’

NAaaaeg UV eae nen

};,
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B. L. Burrows, Esq., Secretary to the Mayor,

City Hall.
Dear Sir:-

President Mc Millan directs me to acknow-
ledge receipt of your favor of the 4th inst., trans-
mitting a communication from Dan. Weiland, concerning
the alleged non-payment of salary for work done for
Contractor Loy, at No. 130 Willet Street.

I beg to advise you in this connection that the
Department has not yet entered into any contract
for constructing a new park at the point mentioned
and the contractor referred to is probably the pur-
chaser of one of the condemned buildings standing

on the park lands. If this is the case, this De-~

partment has no control over the payment of salaries

by the contractor named.

Respectfully, , '/)

iﬁ&i - (( —r— -’m —“w |
T %

Privn;e ta}y.

ot _._-..~-~~).,~ o
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October 7th, 1897
Hon. W, L. Strong,
Mayor.
My degr Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 5th instant, regarding the little park at Cooper Union, I note
all that you say and will take steps to have the matter attended to at-
once. The matter would have had attention long ago had 1t not been
for the sickness and death of Commissioner Stiles,who, as a member of

the Committee on Down Town Parks, had the matter in charge.

Very respectfully,

W ﬁ/ 7494 Sfl2py AP,
/( i (

e
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The Honorable William L., Strong, Mayor,
City Hall.

My dear Sir:i-

I have the honor to acknowledge the communicatien of Mr.

Abraham L. Wolbarst, President of Good Govt. Club X, transmitted by you,
regarding the removal of some of the buildings on land acquired for one
of the small east side parks.

This matter has been under the charge of Mr. Charles H. Woodman,
Superintendent of Supplies and Repairs and I regret that it is not in
more satisfactory shape.

However, this morning,before the recelpt of your letter, in-
structions had slready been given to the Captain of Police to serve no=
tice on the tenant of the building referred to,that he must remove all
horses, carriages, etc., before tonight,or that they would be removed
by the police.

1 have also directed Mr. Woodman to report to me tomorrow whether
the purchaser has begun the removal of the buildings, and if not, to
notify the Department Auctioneer to sell them agaln at the earliest

possible moment, as provided in the terms of sale orig&na]ly held.

Preaiddnt.

Very respectfully,

da

ot
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COOPER, HEWITT & CO.,

17 BurrLING Siip, NEW YORK.
TRENTON IRON WORKS, - £ = 7 i - - - - - TRENTON, N. J.
RiNnawoOD IRON WORKS, - - - . - - - - - - Hewrrr, N. J.
PeQuESsT IRON WORKS, - - - . . - - - - - OxFoRD, N. J.
DuraAM IRON WORKS, - - - . - - : - ; : RIEGELSVILLE, PA.

IroN ORE, P1e¢ IRON, ANGLES, CHANNELS AND TEES, | BRAZIER AND WIRE RODS, I WirE Ropg, BoLTs, RIVETS.
ROLLED BEAMS AND GIRDERS, RAmS, MERCHANT IRON, IRON AND STEEL WIRE, STAPLES, CHAING, ETO.

%, BRIDGES, ROOFS, AND OTHER IRON AND STEEL STRUOCTURES.
WirE RorE TRAMWAYS, ETO.

Appress P. O. Box 1465. %W 4 ﬂ%é; Nov. 19th, /d’/ 7

Richar‘d H. Clark‘i’ LQLQDO’
49 Chambers Stey, City.
Dear Sir:-

.

I have recéi%ed from the Park Department your letter
of the 17th inst. in ;éference to laving out a small park at Col-
umbus Ave. and 124th Ste I agree with you that the situation ap-
pears to be a good one for the purpose, but the Committee of which
I am Chairman, has no power whatever in the premiges, and therefore
1 recommend you %0 communicate your view to the Mayor, who, under
the statute, is charged with the duty of providing for additional

small parkse.

Respectfully yours,

- s N
#; g, ﬁékw-ugé(
AP IR N
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RICHARD H. CLARKE,
49 & B1 CHAMBERS ST.,

New York é‘hy.
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St Clly: December 28th, 1897.

The Honorable
Wwilliam L. Strong,
Mayor.
My dear Sir:=-

Please note the accompanying communications,relating to the
granting of the privilege to the Harlem Regatta Associlatioen, to locate
their boat houses at a point on the Harlem River shown on the map recent-
ly submitted to the Board of Street Opening and Improvement for a pa rk
at that point, which was referred back to the Park Department. The

clubs named in the communications are those who desire to locate on the
park in questien and I have every reason to believe that their request
should be granted. 1 can think of no better purpose fggi:ﬁia-proper-
ty could be used than that for which these Clubs wish it.
Before submitting the same to our Board, I would request that you
approve or reject the scheme, or give it any comment that you care to

make.

Please answer by messenger, as it is desired to bring the matter

before the Park Board tomorrow, when a meeting will be held to consider

this and other similar matters. i

Respectfully yours,

au ] IN CJ'//)’”\(. 74 4"&&
Please return enclosures. = 614/4




DISGRACEFUL COMDITION OF . THE BATTERY SEA CWALL,
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The present condition of the Battery Park sea wall, which was upheaved. by the winter gales, is-a disgrace to the
city, ‘which supports the public park system.
A 'stranger-salling into the harbor would suppose from the way in which the stone posts lean in every direction
and the granite coping is tumbling into the bay that an earthquake had shaken up things on Manhattan Istand.
Not only 1s/the famous Battery wall in its present disreputable state an eyesore, but it is positively dangerous. It
“threatens to carry ‘down with it any pedestrian who happens to step upon the blocks of granite, or to crush and drown
the’ children who dally play on the flagzed promenade facing the bay.
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DISGRACEFUL CONDITION OF. THE BATTERY SEA WALL.
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The present condition of the Battery Park sea wall, which was upheaved by the winter gales, is a disgrace to the
city, wiich supports the public park system. .

A stranger sailing into the harbor would suppose from the way in which the stone posts lean in every direction
and the granite coping is tumbling into the bay that an earthquake had shaken up things on Manhattan Istand.

Not only is-the famous Battery wall in its present disreputable state an eyesore, but it is positively dangerous. It
threatens to carry ‘down with it 'any pedestrian who happens to step upon the blocks of granite, or to crush and drown
the children who dally play on the flagged promenade facing the bay.
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THE PEOPLE of the State of New York represented in
Senate and Assembly do enact as fellews;
o
Section 1. The maps, plans @y profiles of the following
named streets, avenues, and roads in the 12th 23rd and 24th

' Wards of the City.of New York, heretofere made and filed

by the Commissienesrs of the Department of Publie¢ Parks,

e RO o~
namely, <« 7‘*" 4—:(' ) B
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Explanation of Bill proposed by the Commissioners
of Taxes and Assessments of N. Y. to amend Chapter 349 of the
Laws of 1889, Being the Bloek Index Bill,

Section Three of the original Act
designates the Seetions by Wards, inecluding a certain number
of Wards in each section. But it transpires that some por-
tions of the City of New York are not included in either of
the Wards. The lines proposed by the Tax Commissioners are
much better for the purpose, than the Ward lines, and had
better be followed. The c¢enter of the Harlem River is a
ghifting line, and will soon be obliterated, and it is pro-
posed instead, to bound the sections lying along that river
by the center of the Improvement Channel as fixed by the U, S.
Survey, which will always remain a fixed and certain line.

4 Section Four is amended by giving the
| Tax Commigsioners some latitude North of 155th Street on Man-
. hattan Island, which is necessary.

Section Pive is amended by establish-
ing the sections and bloecks as actually laid down on the new |
Land Map as the divisions by which notice is to be given under

the Act. This will provide for any small digcrepancies, and
will also avoid the neceassity of a continual ecomparison be-
tween the Acts and the Map.

Sec¢ction Ten. The only Amendment in this
| Section is to correct a verbal error; “incumbrances" altered
to "incumbrancers".

Section FPourteen?: The Bill as in-
tended by the Legislature last year provided that the Aet
should go into operation on July 1, 1890. At the last moment
the change was made, through Mr, Slevin's influence, to Jamu-
ary 1, 1891, but thig section was overlocoked. The change
proposed, is from July 1, 1890 to January 1, 1891,




Memorandum

In regard to the Bill "To ratify the laying out of
"Saint John's Park in the City of New York for & small
*public park, and to provide for the payment of the ex-

"pense for acquiring title thercto.®

Under the Small Parks Aet, Chapter 320 of the
Laws of 1887, the Board of Street Opening and Improvement
‘of the City of New York waz authorized to select, locate
and lay out such and so many publie parks in the City of
New York south of 1°
time to time arprove and determine.

Acting under such authority, the saild Zoard did
lay out the lands known aa Saint John's Cemetery bounded
by Hudson, Clarkson and Leroy streets in the City of New
York for a small public park.

Chapter 320 further provided

"In the case of each park selected, located and
"laid out as herein provided, the gaild board of street
"opening and improvement shall have the power to deter-
*mine, in its discretion, whether any, and if any, what
"nroportion 07 the expense to ba incurred in acquiring the
*"land for such park shall be assessed upon the property,
"persons and estates to be benefited by the acquisition
"and construetion of such park, and in each case in which
*anid board shall determine that any part of suech expense
"shall be so ascessed, the snild board shall also determine
%the area within which such part of said expense shall be
"so assessed.”

- et AT ,
Under that provision the Board of Street Opening

and Improvement has heretofore determined that the bene-
fited property should pay an assessment amovnting to fifty
per cent (50%) of the costs and expense of said park im-

provement.




The intention ané cole effect of the ac
consiferation is to wips out the fifty per cent’ assesament

already xed by the Board, and to saddle

pense in aecquiring the title to the 1§pdfrand for the cone

struction and impgovement as a pug}fﬁ park upon the City
of Mew York.

The passage 0
Cities Committee on behaj the city authorities by the
Corporation Counsel'ssoffice.

The ?11}r13 mandatory in \ts nature and ianguage
and is objectig able therefor. :

gp%'movement to make the city padnrfor all park
imnroven@%ﬁs which has been under way for the lgst year or

x¢

two is apainst its poliey for the last hundred years and

snﬂnld be stopped.
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Memorandum

In regard to the Bill "To
ratify the laying out of -~
Saint John's Park in the City
of New York etc."

Form 18,

5264







