City Advertising-Charges

against William A. Willis

1910




CitTYoF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR.

altor the board
record had in a large numbor of cases,
those in the list herefo annexed, desipge-
nated by raesclutions narticular newspapers to dube
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NerZYork
o . // _January 25, 1910,

Hon, William J. Gaynor,
Mayvyor,
Sir -

During the entire time in which I have acted
as the CorporationCounsel to sign designations of news-
papers as a mermber 0f the Board of City Record, I never
authorized or directed Mr. William A, Willis, of the
Mayor's Office, or any one else, to change the typewritten
designations of newspapers for advertising, nor have I
personally exercised any discretion as to such designa-
tions, but have merely carried out the wishes of the Mayor
and Conptroller in routine matters to facilitate the trans-
acting of businesse.

I beg to inform you that I never knew that any
typewritten designations were changed until about a year
ago, when 1 was informed that certain changes had been
ﬁ.do after I had signed the typewritten designations, I
at once, thrgugh Mr, Crowell, called the Mayor's attention
to what I considered an improper practice, and it was then
decided Yhat the Mayor and Comptroller should first sign
the do-ignationlt S0 far as I am aware, no such change
has heen made since, Every designation of the sort that
I have scigned at any time has heen presented to me as de=
sired by the Mgyor,

Respeetfully yours,

%M

Alliltant Oorpora.tion Oo
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P.O.BOX 753.

Hon, VWilliam J. Gaynor,
City IIall,
l{eW ‘I U I‘k @

My Dear kr. layor:--

In response to your request I beg to state

thet the corrections made in the authorizationsof the Board

of City Records referred to in the investigation of the Cassidy
Commission, in which various papers were substituted for those
approved by the Board, such changes and such substitutions as
were shown me , were made after I had signed the authorizations,
and without my knowledge, and I knew nothing about them until
they were shown me at the hearing.

Yours very truly
e )




THE EVENING MAIL

BROADWAY AND FuLuroN STREERET

/

HENRY Y. STODDARD
EDITOR

NEW YORK .

January 26, 1910.

I hereby certify that at no time during the
prior to that th.. Myr. W. A,

past four years, or

Willis, or anyone Fepresenting him, or alleg-
ing to represent him, has collected from this 0ffice or attempted to collect

from this office, any monies in connection with city advertising,
other matter, directly or indirectly.

or any




STATE OF NEW YORK,

COUNTY OF NRW YORK,

WILLIAM KENNEL, being duly sworn, deposes

and says:

That he is a Lieutenant of Police assigned

to the Mayor's office; that on January 27, 1910, at

6:10 P. M., deponent handed to Mr. William A. Willis,
lately attached to the Mayor's office, a copy of .the
certificate filed by the Mayor, ordering the removal
of said William A. Willis, together with a letter

transmitting said certificate to Mr. Willis.




JIHEMAYOR. Q. 3 . « Now what else?
Mr, Willis. A. Aséto Charge 2. I enter a general

P, St S W R R N St oy e

denial. I offer my own testimony for the purpose.

Q. You say then that no newspaper or newspaper pro- .
prietor or person connected with a newspaper or agent of a
nowspaper or other person gave you any percentage of the
moneys paid to the papers for these advertisments, or any
part of it or any compensation of any kind for it. Do you
say that?

A. Certainly. The newspapers substituted by this
method of changing designations? I am sticking right to
these charges at present.

Q. I want to know whether you deny that any news-
papers that were publishing advertisements for the city or
any agent concerned in these or any person at all paid you
money on account of these advertisements, or for thb getting
of it 1in any case?

Bali L 00, 'Cortainly. Paid me money? I should say
they did not. For getting advertisements.

Qe Or checks?

(No answer)

Qe Why do you hesitate?

A. I am trying to think. I have a great many
friends in the newspaper business. I may have had some
transactions with them some time or other. - - =

Q. You have hesitated over a minute alrecady. Why
do you hesitate? |

A. My answer is that I have had no money or check
from anybody mentioned in this charge No. 2 representing
any newspaper mentioned in charge No. 2 as having been sub- E
stituted, and I answer further that I have never had oOn ‘
account of advertising any moneys from any newspaper, Or

any agent of any newspaper.

Q. Why did you hesitate all this time to say that?

l.




A. I was running over in my mind one personal
transaction of mine which wﬁs‘ciosnd up over two years ago.
T think it was two years ago.

Q. Now, anything further?

A. I am charged here with receiving, on informa-
tion, a percentage of money paid to these papers for the
substitution - the papers mentioned there are the Herald,
the Dailvy News, the Tribune, the Tammany Times, Fvening
Mail, Police Chronicle. Taking them in order - Mr, Flaherty
of the Herald offers his testimony at any time in any man-
ner of the fact, Mr. Hills of the Tribune, Mr. Wiley of the
Times, and I have here from Mr. Cook the business manager
of the Bvening Mail an affidavit on the matter, and I ex-
pected that Mr. Dreyfus, of the Police Chronicle, was to
be here, and I expect Mr. Feigel of the Tammany Times would
be here this morning, and they may be here outside now, and
I offer them as witnesses.

Q. You want to leave that, do you ?

A. Oh this, yes. The Evening Mail. The only one
I had time to get an affidavit from. It is downtown here.

(The affidavit, which was submitted, reads

as follows: _
"New York, January 26,1910.

"T hereby certify that at no time during

the past four years, or prior to that time,

Mr. W A. Willis, or anyone representing

him, or alleging to represent him, has col-
lected from this office, or attempted to col-
lect from this office, any moneys in connec-
tion with city advertising, or any other matter,

directly or indirectly.
J.C.Cook, Business Manager."”

(Evening Mail)
Q. What else now?
A. That appears to be everything. Does your Honor %

care to hear my witnesses? .

Q. I don't see any witnesses here. I am not plead-i

ing here. I see no witnesses presaent. | |

A. The witnesses are probably waiting without. Mr, i

Feigf)l - - g




Q. I don't expect for one moment that the business

manager of these papers paid any money. I think I know

praetty well who paid 1t.

A. That is jumping at a conclusion that I am not
telling the truth.

Q. Anything further in this hearing?

A. No, excepting a repetition of the denial that
I never received a cent at any time.

By Mr, Murphy. Will you give Mr. Willis an oppor-
tunity to see if the witnesses are here?

THE MAYOR. I am not denying vyou any opportunity.
I do not have to have witnesses here but I am not denying
you anything at all.

By Mr. Willis (returning) Mr. Feigel or Mr. Dreyfus
is not here. Mr. Feigel sent word over he would be very
glad to submit an affidavit.

THY MAYOR. That's -all.

Hearing closed.




Changes mode on Designations of Newspupere
for Advertieing and initialed "V,2.7.".

Date of
Designation

1907

J'nno 20 "New York Herald" for "The °
20 "New York Herald" “ “The
i "New York Herqld" "The
July b "low York Herald" "The
July 8 News" "The &
10 "low ork Horald" "The :
" 10 "Dt.11¥ "The
» 13 "Hew York Herxrsld" "The
" 17 "Bew York Herald" "The
" 24 "Hew York Herald" "The
2b "Hew York Herald" "The £
Aug. b "New York Herald" "The
" 7 ("Daily News" "The.
("Hew York Tribune" : "Phe ¥

Substitutions.

( "Daily Hews"
("Hew York Tribune”
("Bew York Hersld"

("Hew York Herald"™
("Hew York Tribune"
("Deily Hews"

"Bew York Herald"
"Hew York Herxeld"™
"New York Herald"™
"Hew York Herald"™

( "Bew York Tribune"
("Temmeny Times"
("New York Heralad"

"New York Herald"
"Hevw York Herald"™
"Ber York lerald”

( "New York Herald"
("Hew York Tribune”

( "Pammeny Times"

"New York Herald"”
"New York Hersald"

("New York Herald"
( "Sew York Tribune"

{ no newspaper substituted.

"The W

"The
"The

"The
"The

"The V

"The
"The
"The
"The

"the
"The

Worlda")

" "N.Y.American")
"The Sun”
"The Sun”
"The “un"

"The Sun”™ )

L4 |
|

LA

n

"
"

"

"

"
"

"The #World")
"K.Y.Americen")

"The Sun”
"The Sun”

"The Sun” ’
"The World"’

( "§.Y. American" crossed out - ]
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Date of Jubstitutions,
Des 15!t1°n0

1907
Sept. 30 ("New York Herszld" for "The Sun" )
("New York Tridune" " "The World")
| "¥.Y. American” crosesed out - )
| no newspaper substituted. \

"New York Herzld" for
"New York Hersld" "
"New York Herzld" "
"New York Herald" "
"Hew York Herald" "
"Bew York Herxsld" "
"NBew York Hersld" "
"New York Heyald"™ "

("NBew York Hersld" "

("Bew York Tribune” " "Phe ¥
{ "N.Y., Americen" crospged out -
{ no newspaper substituted.

mgeo
AR en O & O3 83 OR

3

"New York Hereld" for  "The
"Kew ?ork Herald" " "The

("New York Hersld™ ™ "The & ‘
{*Yer York Tridune” " "She *"orld")
{ "¥.Y. American"” erossed out - }

no newepaper substituted. }

{

("New York Heresld" for "The Sun" )
("Hew York Tribune™ " "'he World")
{ "R.Y. American” crossed out -

{ no newsperer substituted.
{("H
("N
(
{

)
)
{"Hew York Hersld"” for "The Sun" )
Bew York Tribune” " "The Vorld")
"H.Y. American"” crosced out - )

no newspeper substituted. )

"New York Herald” for "The Sun”

("Rew York Herelda"” " *Phe Sun” !
("New York Tribune™ " "Phe World")
{ "N.Y. Americaen” crossed out - )
{ no mewspaper substituted. )

- "New York Herzld" for "The Sun”

("New York Heralda” " "?he Sun" )
("New York Tribune"” " "Phe #orld")
( "N¥.Y. American"” crossed out - ;
{ no newspsper substituted.

"New York Tribune" for "The Sun"
"New York lHersld” "The Sun"
"Bew York Hersld" - "The Sun"
“Bew York Herald"” " "The Sua"
"Hew York Hersald" " "The Sun"
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Date of subatitutions,
Pesignation.,

1907

Nov, 7 ( "New York Herald” for "The Sun"
("New York Tribune®” * "Phe World"
{ "§.Y. American” crossed out -
( no newsparer subetituted.

)
}
}
)
("New York Hereld” for "The Sun" )
("New York Tridbune™ " "Phe World")
{ "B.Y., American” erossed out - )
{ no newspeper substituted. )

"New York Times" for "The Worla"
"New York Hereld™ » "The Sun”
"New York Hereld"” "The ‘un”
"New York Herxsld"” "“The Sun"
"Hew York Herzla”™ "2*he Sun”

("Hew York Times" "N.Y. Press”)
("Hew York Tridune” "Phe World" )
( "Evening Keil” "Eve.World" )

"Nev York Hersald"™ "The Sun”
"Rew York Herald” "The Sun”

("Wew York Merelad” ""he “un" \
("New York Tribune” "The Worlaw
("Police Chronicle"” "H.Y.Amrioan"l

( "Mew York Herald"™ "The Sun" )
( "New York Tribune" "The World" )
("Police Chronicle" "N.Y. American")

"New York Hersld" "The °©
"Police Chronicle” "The

( "New York Herslad" "7he
( "New York Tridune” "Phe *‘Jorld "
{"Police Chronicle" "¥.Y. American”)

"Police Chronicle” "“The “un"
"Police Chronicle” "The “un”
"Police Chronicle”

("Police Chronicle”
{ "New York Tribune”
( "fanmeny Times"
"H.Y, Presa” and"Sve.Sun” c¢rossed out-
( no newspapers substituted.

"Police Chronicle" for "Phe Sun"
"Police Chronicle” » "The Sun”
"Police Chronicle” "The Sun"
"P0lice Chronicle” "The Sun™
"Police Chronicle” "The Bun”
"Police Chronicle” "?he Sun”

4 3 3 3 3 s
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Dete of Substitutiocns.
Deei;"tiono

1908

Fedb., °£1 ("Police Chronicle”™
("Rew York Tribune”

"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronricle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police (hronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle™
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chroricle”™
"Police Chronic.e”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"rolice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"P¢lice Chronicle™
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle"”
"Pelice Chroxnicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle™
"Police Chronicle”
"Po'ice Chronicle”
"P0lice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chroniocle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle™
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicie”
*"Police Chronicle”
"Bew York Herald”
"201lice Chronicle”
"Dolice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”™
"Police Chronicle”™
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"PFolice Chronicle”
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Pete of Substitutions.
Designation,

"Police Chronicle”
“"Police Chronicle™
"Police Chroniele”
"Bolice Chronicle”
"Bolice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"P0] 4ce Chronicle”

{ "Hew York Hersld”
{ "Ner York Timee"

"Pbolice Chronicle”
"Police Chroniclie”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
“"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chroniclie”
"Police Chroniele”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”

“Police Chronicle”
"Revw Yo!k Tribune” "
abc Y "B”" crom@‘ Onﬁ -
no newspepey subatistuted.

“dolice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"tolice Chronicle”
"Police Chroniecle”
"Dolice Clronicle”
"olice Chroniclie”
"Police Chronicle”
"20l1ice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
*"?0l4ce Chyonicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicie”
"Police Chronicle”
"Hew York Tribune”
"Bow York Tribune”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"2014ce Chronicle”
"20l1ice Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
"Police Chronicle”
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-
substitutions.

"Police Chronicle” "The Sun”
"Poglice Chronicle” "The Sun”
"Police Chronicle” "The Sun”
"pPolice Chronicle” "The Sun"
"Police Chronicle” - - "The Sun"
rPolice Chronicle” "The Sun”
"Police Chronicle” "The Sun"”

("New York Times" *Phe World" ;
( "HBew York Herald"” - "¥.Y. American”

("New York Times" "fhe World" )
("Police Chronicle” "N.Y.American")

"dolice _hronicle” "The Sun”




