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ihe records of the office of the chief clerk

'\

re, wiose duty it is to receive and gign all warrants

.ne Chamherlain for the payment of c¢laims adiusted
- ted as legal liabvilities agalilnst the city show
warrant was received ov *the

ompiroller vavanle te the order
Cehalan, saic wa ceing cdated Decemver 31,

and signed by the Compiroller, ana that on tae

ame day 1l was signed oy tne sald clerk and deliversed

>y alm Lo the Chamberlain, who zave @ receipt thererlor

!
v

“he usual course, dated Deceutes 51, 1909, which

$e0eipl 18 on file in the said clerk's office. will

JOUu please give me the record and full history of the

sald warrant, so far as it avpears 1a your office,

Very %ruly yours,

vy o } !
Charies ¥ Hyde, E&q.,

C' iy Chazberlain,




280 BROADWAY, MANHATTAN

City OF NEW YORK

OrrFicE OF THE City CHAMBERLAIN

May 4, 1910,

CHAMBERLAIN

Hon., William J. Ga&ynor,

Sir:

m answer to your letter of inquiry of even date,

I beg to say that tThe record in this office shows that the

warrant to Cohalan, which you mention, was received at this

office on December 31, 1909, and that on January 4, 1910,

the scaid warrant and the check therefor were returned to

end delivered to and lef? at the Comptroller's office &and

the receipt therefor given that day by the Compiroller’'s

representative is on file in this office,

The s&id warrant was afterwards naid in the

comptroller's office by deliverine the se&id check to Cohalan,

as I am informed. such payments are always made by the

comptroller, and not here, HC audits and pays all claims,

Oppocite the entry of +he seid warrant in this office, ite
number being 7199, is the following: "7199 returned to the

yayor at hic request.” T am informed that my predecessor,

wr. Mertin, had the entry made, and Then put the warrant in

his pocket.




280 BROADWAY, MANHATTAN

City OF NEwW YORK

CHARLES H. HYDE
CHAMBERLAIN

€
bo

Hon, William J. Gaynor, -

I kmow nothing further of it, except that I am
informed by the Deputy Chamberlaim I took office on
Jenuary 4, the warrant was here and Was returned to the

comptroller's office that day, as I have stated above,

Respectfullyy

Chambérlain,
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James A. um.#uu duly sworn says that he is
Chie? M C the ”‘o office of the City of Wew York,

and was such ~ m McClellan for about five years up

to and imeluding Decenber 31st, 1909, when the said McClellan
*o‘d“ That the said McCl#llan never spoke to
wmﬁm to Daniel P. Cohalan for $48,000
ofd request deponent to eall the attention of Mayor Gayner
. the ~_ ~ he should come into office, or request him
te give any message whatever to Mayor Gayner concerning said
Wrsent, A1l wrrants frem the Comptroller's office are

“.ﬁ&““dmmrumu the rooms
Clerk has for that and other purposes, That

dated December 31st, 1909, was
srawiht to the effice of deponent on December 31st, 1909,
and m by .l acting Chief Clerk James T, Curtin on that
p.-t-'m-mmm thereupon on that day taken
s office, who pays all warrants,
of depenent's office and delivered to the City

at sbout 1:30 p.,m,, and the said Chamberlain's

reqeipt thesefor, dated the said 31st day of December, 1909,

) obtaines by him and breught back to deponent's office and
-*”m é:; file, and 1is novmfilo there.
fhat ie the only comnectien deponent had with the sald

never did Mayer McClellan give him any instruce

ele

[ 8
&
- il g e s I U RN g gl 7 e




do 80 expired with the outgoing of Mayor McClellan and
Mayor Gaynor did net authorize cr delegate him tec sign ware
- rants until January 5th, 1910, when he did se in the usual

written form.,  The said warrant to cmum was never changed
in any wvay, and is the only one that was drawn to him,
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Department of Finnnce
Gitp of New Pork

William A Prendergast, Compholler
November 7 y 1910,

Honorable Williem J, Gaynor,
Mayor of the City of New York,

New York, Ne Yo

My dear Mr, Mayor:

Several times sinoe last Spring we have Jdisoussad the
question of your appointirg some Clerks, representing your office,. for the
purpose of having them promptly sign warrents., As I have already explained,
it would mean 2 great saving in time and energy if you would make this ae—
geigrment, It is necessary at the present time for us to cerry the warrants
over to your office, and then they heve to be conveyed backe Added to this

loss of time, there is the danger of the papers being lost in treansit. May

I suggest that in order that eny Clerks thus assigned will be entirely under
your jurisdiotion, even as fer es their physioal surroundings are oonoerned,
that they should be placed in the 0ffice of the City Chamberlain or the

Cormissioner of Acocounts. VYhat we are very enxious for is tc have them
ologse at hend, May I ask that as soon as ocnvenient you will kindly egain

ooneider this propecsitioni

Believe ne,

Yours very truly,

-."’/

Comptroller,







Dear 8§

I am sorry that vour lete

ey cf Novemher "th., with respect
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clhaims 0 whilgh ey are drawn,
nevertheless there geemed to e
an attempt Jast Januvary to make
it appear otherwise. Inasmuclh as

there are versons holding that view,
I think I would prefer to let
aerks stay where {hey are
time belng, s¢ that ithey
1 my attention %0 warrants

6y Teel a0 dlegposed.,




2060 BROADWAY, MAN HATTAN

City OF NEwW YORK

OFFICE OF THE CHAMBERLAIN

Marcn ER a 31911,

CHARLES H. HyDE

CHAMBERLAIN.

Hon. William J. Gavnor,
Mayor.

olr:
I have just received through the usual channels from

your office a warrsnt drawn to William N, Cohen, Tor lezal services

in conneection with the franchise tax caaes. This warrent
is eountersigned by J. T. Curtin, Acting Chief Clerk for the
Mayor.

Some time ago o warrant for the payment of simfilay

services was paid to M, Daniel ¥. Cohalan end some criticilsm

was directed against it.

As the pill for Mr, Cohen's claim has been audited by
the Comptroller and countersigned by your Chief Olerk, in avéord- -
snce with the law, it is my duty under the law to draw a check
therefor, unless the same be reécalled for any reagom,

Mr, Cohen has already received 8%5,000, for similar

services.




280 BROADWAY, MAN HATTAN

City OF NEwW YORK

OrrFICE OF THE CHAMBERLAIN

CHAMBERLAIN.

Hon. William J. Ganor, « & =

while it is no part of my duty to gques¥ign the andit
by the Comptroller,and the check would have been dravn and paid
without question, had I not given seneral instructions that in
cases of this kind my attention should be specifleelly eoflled
to them. I ¥mnow of no reason why the bill should not pe peid,

but in view of the experience in fthe Cohalan case, 1 dedmn it my

duty to draw this to your attention.

Respeetfully yours,




March 22, 1911,

Acknowledging warrant drawn
to William N. Cohen for
legal services in re fran-
chise tax cases.,




He was appointed by the Attorney Generay in the frane

chise tax cases.

I suppose you are aware that the

Corporation Counsel notified the Attorney General

last year that hig staff Would take care of such cases

and did not need any Depaty Attormey General, ami I

understand that th ey

Chamberlain of t he
City of Yew Yor)k.




(* CLn =¥t

Jour lettier of March
224th is at hand, I have not
examined vour bill at all; it
is enough that the Comptroller

is the final judge in the matter,
alfthough last year when Mr. Coha-
lan's bill was up he and octhers
tried to make the community think
that I was the judge of it., I
think ke acted inadvertently,

but otuers acted maliciouslyv.

W. ¥, Cohen, Esq.
28, William Street,
X. T. City,




