CiTY OF NEW YORK. @9~

ASHBEL P FITCH, ;
Comptroller March 5 ’ 7_‘1 896,

HON. WILLIAM L, STRONG,

Mayor,

I transmit herewith for your consideration a
copy of a cormunication addressed by me to Hon. Albert A. Wray,

Chairman of the Senate Cormittee on Public Instruetion, in relation

to Senate Bill No. 328 introduced by Senator Page.

\

Comptroller,
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Hon., Albert A. Wray,
Chairman, Tommittee on Publie Edusation,
Senate Chamber,
Albany, N¥. Y.,

Daar Sir:

flenate 2411 No. 328 introdueced by Mr. Page
and entitled "An Aet in relation to the common schools
and publ e éduoa:ion in tho elty of Yew York " has bean
raferred to the committaee on pudliec eduscation of which

you are chairman.

It §{s not my purpose to address you coneerning the

respective merits of this bill and the measure on the
same subjeot introduced by Senator Pavey, dbut there is
one feature of Senator Page 's bill, whioh in my judg~
ment calls for the strongest confdemnation; and as it can
be amended without affeeting t'» salient or essential
features of the measure, I hope that your committee will
not make a favorable report thereon until such an amend=-
ment has been made.
feotion 4 provides as follows:

l *The boara of estimate and apportiomment of the
city end county of Yew York shall, in the year eighteen
|hundred and ninety-six, snd in each and every year there-
| after, raise and eo0lleet by tax, on the estate, real and

%porsonal. liable to taxation in said eity and ocounty,
| sungh sum of money as may be ne cossary to provide for the

i
ll




payment of the salaries established by the said board
pursuant to the provisions of this act; and until such
provisions shall be made such salaries, or sush portion
theresof as it may be necessary to provide for, shall be
paid by the somptroller out of any unexpended balances
or moneys not otherwise appropriated in the city treas-
ury, or by the issue of revenue bonds for that purpose."

The effect of such a provision of law would be to
nullify in part the provisions of section 189 of the
Consolidation Aot and to make the Board of Eduoation
almost entirely independent of the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment. The eontrol which the last named
Board exercises over the expenditures of the various
cit y Boards and Departments would be lost and, in so far
as the very important item of salaries of the Roard of
Edueation is conecerned, the responsibility which now
attashes to each administration for -the amount of the
amual budget would be wholly removead.

Such a law would be the entering wedge for irrespon-

sible munieipal government. After the Board of Educa-

tion might come the Police Board, the Department of Pub-
lic Works, and other city departments, each eclaiming an
equal right to regulate and establish its own expendi~
tuxjaa. It certainly does not need extended argument

to show that such a result would be deplorable and
would destroy what has been for the last twenty-five
years the mo-t‘ admirablﬁ featuwre of the charter of this

city--administrative control over and responsibility

for expenditures of money raised hy taxation,




I earnestly urge the elimination from Senator Page's

bill of this most objestionable feature, and remain,
With great raspeat,
Very truly yours,

(Signed) Ashbel P. Fitech,

Comptroll er.
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AsHBEL P FiTtcH, .
Comptroller: MarCh 1 7 ’ J. 89 6 .

HON. WILLTAM L. STRONG,

Mayor,

You are hereby informed that pursuant to the provisions of
Section 124 of the New York City Consolidation Act of 1882, for the
reason that I shall be absent from the Comptroller's office, I have
designated and authorized Richard A. Storrs, Deputy Comptroller,
to act as Comptroller of the City of New York, on Tuesday, March
17, 1896,
A copy of the authorization is herewith enclosed.

Respectfully,

Comptroller.
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CiTY OF NEW YORK. @

AsHBEL P FiTcH, .
Comptroller: M ar Oh “1.7 7 4 l 8_9 —9_?—" B

Pursuant to the provisions of Seetion 124 of the New

York 0ity Consolidation Act of 1882, T hereby designate and

authorize Richard A. Storrs, Deputy Comptroller, to possess every
power and perform all and every duty belonging to the office of
Comptroller of the City of New York, on Tuesday, March 17, 1896,
"for the reason that on that day I shall be abesent from the Comp-
troller's office.

1
Comptroller,
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Ci11Y OF NEWYORK. 9+

ASHBEL P FiTcH,
Comptroller: March 20 , 1896.

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor,

You are hereby informed that pursuant to the provisions of
Section 124 of the New York City Consolidation Aet of 1882, for the
reason that I shall be absent from the Comptroller's office, I have
designated and authorized Richard A./Storrs, Deputy Comptroller,
to act as Comptroller of the City of New York, on Friday, March
29, 1896,

A copy of the authorizatibn is herewith enclosed.

Respectfully,

Comptroller.
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AsHBEL P FiTcH,
C'omp(ro//er.

Purgsuant to th provisions of feastion 124 of the Vew

0ity Consolidation Act of 1882, T hereby dssipnate and autho=

Yoyl
-

rize Richard A itorrs, Neputy Comptroller, to possess every power

and perform all and every duty belonging to tle office of Comptrol-

the City of New York, on Friday, Mareh 20, 1896, for 'the

that on that day T shall be absent from the® Comptroller's

raason

of'fice,

Comptyoller.
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__MARCH 20, _/f96

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

M &y or.

You are hereby informed that, pursuant to the provi-
sioﬂs of section 124 of the New York City Consolidation Act of
1882, for the reason that I shall be absent from the Comptroller's
O0ffice, I hawe designated and avthorized Richard A. Storrs, Deputy
Comptroller, to act as Comptroller of the City of New York, on
Saturday, March 21, 1896.

A copy of the authorization is herewith enclosed.

Respeect fvlly,

Comptroller,
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MARCH 20, /7 @

Pursuant to the provisions of
ity Counsclidat ion Act ol 1882, 1
Richard A. Storrs, Dcputy omptlroller, to possess avery powar wnd
pePLoﬂn all and every duty belonging to the office ol Cormptroller
of the City of lew York, on Satvurday, March 21, 1896, for the

on that day I shall be sbsent irom the Comptroller's

f'fice.

Comptrollor,
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_ MARCH 27,

HON. WILLIAM L. SBTRONG,

Mayor,

You are hereby informed that, pursvant to the provi-
sio;s of seet icn 124 of the New York City Consolidation Act of
1882, for the reason that ] shall be sbsent from the Comptroller's
Office, I have designsted znd svthorized Richard A+ Storrs, Deputy
Comptroller, to act as Comptroller of the Gity of New York, on

Saturday, March 28, 1896.

A copy of the avthorization is herez}?h enclosed.

Respectfully,

Comptroller.,
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Pursusiit to the provisions of section 124 of the lew York
City Consolidation Aet oi 18682, 1 hereby designale and suthoriz
Richard A. Storrs, Deputy Comptroller, Lo possess cvery power and
and every duty buelonging to the offiece of Comptroller
ol new York, on Saturday, March 28, 1896, for the

reason that on that day I shall be absent from the Comptroller's

Office.

Compiroller,
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_APRIL 3, 7496

MR. JAMES E. GAFNEY,

314 West 103d street,

. T
You are hereby appointed Examiner ol Ac-
couvnits of Institutiocns, Finance Department, and your compensation
is designated and approved at the rate of § 1,200 per annum, taking
effect April 6, 1896.

Rzspeect fully,

‘/ /

Comptroller..
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/ linarice J/W'Z/W//ﬁ/

APRIL 10, /79 6

MR. GAMALIEL 7. SPRILGSTEED, ( s

/
P4

e’

337 West 24t streset,

231y
You are hereby appointed Assistant Cashier in
the Finance Department and your compensation is designated and ap-
proved at the rate of § 1,000 per zunum, to take effect April 13,
1896.

Respectfully,

‘ /'//‘; ) “-/‘, ‘f'\ 7 |

Comptroller,
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g  APRIL 10, ' 749 6

HON, WILLIAM L. STRONG,

N yo

You are hereby informed that, pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 124 of the New York City Consclidat ion Acet of

1882, for the reason that I shall be absent [rom the Cumptvoller's

office, I have designated and avthorized Richard A. Storrs, Deputy

Comptroller, to act as Comptroller of the City of ¥New York, on
Saturday, April 11, 1896.
A copy of the authorization is herewifh enclosed.

/

Respectfuvlly,

Comptroller.
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1

Pursvarnt to the provisions of sasction 124 of the liew York
ity Consuvlideat iocn Aet of 1882, I hereby desipguate and svthorize

Riechard A. Storrs, Deputy Comptroller, to possess evary power and

~

perform all and every duty beslonging he office of Comptroller
of the City of lLiew York, on Saturday pri 39 for the
1

reason thet on that day I shall bde

Office.

S

" .
Comptrollevr,
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APRIL 16, //J9 6

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

.

Mayor:

You are hereby informed that, pursuvant to the provi-
sions of seotion 124 of the New York CGity Consolidation Acet of
1882, for the reason that I shall be absent from the Comptroller's
Office, I have desigunated and authgr'ized Richard A. Storrs, Deputy
Comptroller, to act as Comptroller of the City of New York, on

_rtlday and Satvrday, April 17th and 18th, 1896.

A copy of the suthorization is herewith enclosed.

Respect {'v 113:&&1' g
%

Comptroller.
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APRIL 16, /Z/7 6

Pursuant Lo the provisions of soetion 124 of tha llew York
City Consolidat ion Act of 188! . areby sim 1d guthorize
Richard A. Storrs, Deputy Comptroller, to possess eve power and
perform all and av v'\.';'dui;' balonging to the office of Comptroller

York, on Friday and Saturday, April 17th and 18hn

days I shall ! ' from the

¢ qplro 1lepr,.
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Under the provisions ol ’sect ion 125, c¢hapter 410, .
Laws 1882, the head of the Auvdit ing Buresv of the Finanece
Department was one officer ealled the Auvditor of Accounts

Under the provisions of chapter 495, Laws 1885, leg-
iglative =zuthority was obtazined for the appointment of
two Auditors of Accovunts and two Deputy Auvditors ol Ac-
counts, and {rom the date of their appointment in Januvary
1887, t o the present date tlere heve been two Auditors ol
Aceounts and two Deputy Auditors of Accounts in the Av-
dit ing Buresu of the Finance Departrent «

It is now proposed to inerease the number of Auditors
of Aecounts from two to three and the number of Deputy
Auditors [rom two to three.

The work of the Avditing Bureau is of the utmost
importance in connection with the proper edministration
of the duties of the Finance Department, in the investi-
gat ion, examination, adjustment, avdit and settlement of
all claims presented to the Comptroller, ineluding all
vouchers and payrolls certified by the various de art -
ments of the City Government, the Courts and the various
Boards and Commissions having in charge municipal works.

The work of the Chief Officers of seid Bureau is so
far personsl that & large portion of it ecannot be dele-
gated to suvbordinates, and with even the normal increase
yearly in the volume of work to be performed, an increase
in the number of subordinate exaniners and others, does
not relieve or distribute the inereased labor of the av-
ditors and deputy auvditors, lor an inerease of the number
of such officers can only be made vnder special legisla-
tive avthority. i

With the advance of the city in popuvlation, in ter-
ritory, and in wealth; with the inerease in the number
of Departments, Boards and Conmissions, authorized by law
to administer governmental affairs of the eity, and to
carry on special works of public improvement, and lor the
public benefit, the work ol the Avditing Buresv has in-
ereased to such an extent that at this time, the dut ies
of the Avditors oi Accounts and of the Deputy Auvditors of
Aceounts, have come to engross not only all the hours of
the day but as well many hours of the night, Sundays and
holidays.

There is_scarcely one night in the week when said
officers or some of them are not obliged by reason of the
very magnituée and inereasing volume of work requiring
careful personzl examinetion and invest igation to labor
until midnight and often until two or three o'clock in
the morning with no exeeption on Sundays and holidays.

Sueh work is not spasmodic or upon few occasions,
but has for & long périod of time beern almost consteant,
until the time has come with the inecrease of business,
that the work is beyond even the st rong physical endur-
ance of men who cannot, under the law, receive extra
compensation for the ir night and Sunday work so long
~iven to the eity, but who do ask that the force maYy be

ncreased.




It certainly is only juétice that some relief shall
be given to the present officers, who have for so long a
time devoted the time at night and vpon Sundays and hol-
idays which really belonged to their families and not to
the city, and who have sacrificed their personal and fam-
ily interests to meet the ever inereasing demands of the
city's work.

As I have stated, even now, with all the extra work
of the Chief Officers of the said Bureauv, the increase in
the volume of work, makes it absolutely necessary to ask
for legislative auvthority to eppoint at least the two ad-
dit ional officers, one guditcr and one deputy auditor,

A Unless such suthority can be obtained, there will
necessarily result a great delay in the investigation,
examinat ion and avdit of the payrolls and vouchers cer-
tified by the verious Departments, Courts, County Offi-
cers, Boards znd Commissions.

It is essential to the good name and credit of the
city that the adjustment and settlement of ¢laims, and
the payment of salaries and wages should be made with the
vtmost eelerity consistent with a carefuvl and thorough
examinat ion of the same, and of the vast nunrber of laws
inereasing yearly, upon which the validity of said claims
and payrolls depcunds.

Some idea of the inerease in the work of the Bureau
may be derived from the following stat istics ¢

The addit ional Auditor and Deputy Auditor guthorized
by the Act of 1885, were not appointed vntil Januvary,
1887. ;

Comparison is therefore made as to inerease ol work
between the year 1886, just preceding said appointments,
and the year 1895, :

Number of vouciers and payrolls received, examined
invest igated and avdited by the Auvditing Bureav, for
which also warrants and checks were prepared and dis-
bursement of the moneys due made by the disbursing offi-
cers and the Paymaster 3 '

1886 Number of Vouchers 27,745

represent ing in valve & 57,046,557.88
1895 Nurber of Vouchers 38,708

represent ing in valve ; 77,93%,911.76

The nurber of vouchers for the ve 1896 will, upon
the basis of the number already receiv exceed 40,000.
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JUKE 22, 189G.

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

In accordance with a method suggested by the
New York City Civil Service Board and approved of by me,
it will be necessary for the several Departments of the
City Government, Boards and Commissions, subject to the
regulat ions of the New York City Civil Service B z=rd, to
transmit their payrolls to said last namaed Board for ad-
dit ional certification as“to campliance with the regula-
tions of said Board prior to exaninﬁtion and sudit by
this Department .

I would, therefore, respectfully request that you
will transmit the payrolls of your office to said Board,
at least one day earlier in the month than it has been
your custom to send them to this Department.

The change or method sbove stated applies to the
payrolls of the present month as well as to future months

Respectivlly,

Comptroller.
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__JUNE 25, 1896.

HON. WM. L. STRONG,

M-=a v g &

Dear Sir @

I would be very glad to be informed
whether the Commissioners of Accounts have completed their
examinat ion of the books and accounts of the late Board
of Excise, and whether the amount shown by said books and
accounts to be due to the City at the time said Board
passed out of existence agrees with the amount turned
into the City Treasury as-such balance due.

I would 21lso respectfully inquire whether the Com-
missioners of Accounts have made any calculation of, ths;
amovnt of money which under the provisions ol chepter 112
Laws 1896, the holders of licenses issuved by the old
Board of Excise, extending beyond June 30th 1896, are en-
titled to receive and recover from the Mayor, Alderman
and Commonalty of the City of New York.

It is quite essential that this Department should be
in possession of said information as soon as possible,
in order that there may pe & speedy determination of the
- extent ol the liability of the City to the holders of old
licenses, and of ,the method which may legeally be adopted
to meet such liability.

Certain questions in connection therewith have




2
already been presented by this Department to Counsel to
the Corporation, and it is necessary to a full investiga-
tion of such quest ions that information alrezdy given to
him, shall be supplemented by further facts, of which the
answers to the queries sbove suggested will form a very
important part.

I presume the Commissioners oi Accounts have already
made the investigation zbove referred to, and I would
resp=c¢tlfully request that you will at an early date, ad-
vise me as to such results of their investigation as may
refer to the points above suvggested by nme.

It will be noted that under the provisions of chap-

ter 112, Laws 1896, the holdersol old licenses extending

beyond June 30th 1896, may make demand for the rebates

allowed by said Act.

Respectfully,

Comptroller,







Ci1TY OF NEWYORK. ®9+-
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ASHBEL P FircH, |

Comp«‘ro//%n July 25 2 1896' R

Hone. Job E. Hedges,
Secretary to the Mayor,

Mayor's Office, New York,
My dear Mr. Hedges:

The account of The Thomas Manufacturing Compa-
ny, of St. Louis, Mo., which you sent to me on July 23d, was paid‘
the day before your letter was writfen.

I have endeavored to learn who, if anybody, could have
Qaid that the bill was in the Mayor's office, but have been unable
to discover.who gave this answer, if it was given at all.

As you say, any such excuse as that would be entirely
improper. The vouche;'s which go from this office to your office
are, so far as I know, always returned very promptly. This par-
ticular voucher was sent to the Mayor's office on July 3d, and .
returned on July 6th, but the days intervening were holidays, which

explains the apparent delay.




I have written to The Thomas Manufacturing Company &

letter, a copy of which I enclose to you. /
i/
Very sincerely yours, f/

A/
y
J

*/\'&“J‘fy/(‘ﬁ/( € L ,*

Comptroller.




AsHBEL P FiTcH,
Comptroller:

The Thomas Manufactuyring Company,
212 pouth Third Street,
Sts Touls, Mo,
entlemen:
In the absence of his Honor Mayor Strong, who is on his
vacation, your letter of July 20th has been sent Dby the Hayor’é 8
Secretary to me,
I learn that the account was audited in this office, was

sent to the ¥avor's office on July 3d, was returned from the May=

oo

or's office to this office on July 6th, and was paid on July 7 P
' & "

1896, There was no delay whatever in the Mayor's office, as the

days intervening were holidays, and the account was practically
sent baék the same day from the “ayor's office that it was re-
ceived, : ‘

I would be very glad to have any person identified here

who said that the bill was in the Mayor's office, and therefore not

guite roady, and if your friend to whom that answer wos given will




call here and identify the person who said that, he will do me a

personal favor for which I shall be greatly obliged.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Ashbel P. Fitch,

Comptroller,







=) CitY oF NEWYORK. ®9~-

ASHBEL P FiTcH,
Comptroller.

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor,
Dear gir:
I beg to acknowledge receipt of a communication of your

Secretary, dated September 15, 1896, transmitting a communication

from the Department of Public Charities requesting certain trans-

fors to be made by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment.
I will give this matter my prompt cofisideration and re-
port thereon to the next meeting of said B

Respectfully,

Comptroller.







ACITY OF NEW YORK. ®0-~-

AsHBEL P FiTcH,

Comptroller. mt.b.r “. MO

Hon. Robert Maclay,
President, Board of Bducation,
Dear.8ir:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your communication of the
24th inst., in relatlic¢m to payments due to John ¥. Johnson and
Blake & 'illinl. Contractors on Grammar Schools Nos. 16, 49 amd
61 and Primary School No. 30.

Pollowing is & statement of the ocondition of these

.

Grammar Bchoolm ¥o. 16, John ¥. Johnson, Contractor--Two
payments of $5,800. Bonds have not yet beem sold. #
| Grammar School No. 61, John ¥. Johnson, Contractors-Pay-
ment of §1,000, now in Ohamberlain's office. Warrant will bo :
ready for delivery to-morrow. :

Grommar School No. 49, Blake & Willisms, Contractors=-
Payment of $1,950, now in the Chamberlain's office. varrant will

be ready to-morrow.




grammar School No. 49, Blake & Williams, Contractors=-

Three payments of $1,950 each. Bonds have not yet been sold.

Primary School No. 30, Blake & williams, Contractors--
Two payments of $1,850 each. Bonds have not yet been sold. .

You will motice that, execept in the cass of two payments
sggregating $2,950, it is impossible for this Department to pay
these Contractors. ' the failure to sell these bonds 18 due to
causes of vhich you have already been advised, and for which I
can in no wise be held responsible.

Very truly yours,
(Bigned) ASHEEL P. FITCH,

Comptroller.
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AsHBEL P FiTCH,
C‘ompfro//er.

HON. ASHBEL P. FITCH,
Comptroller,
Dear Sir:
Referring to the letter of his Honor the Mayor, dated
September 24, 1896, in relation to certain payments due to contrac-
tors on school work, I have the honor to make the following rapbrt;

giving the reasons why the contracts chargeable'to the *School=-

house Fund* rmet be paid out of the proceeds of bonds, and not by

thé application of appropriation accounts.

Tnking for illustration the contract of John T Johnson
for erecting an annex to Grammar School Ho. 16, 1t .appears that
this contract was approved by the Board of Education on May 28,
1896, when the sum of $29,700 was *appropriated from the procceds
vof bonds to be issued by the Comptroller with the approvel of a
smajority of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, pursuant to
echaptor 88 of the Laws of 1895.* The Bodrd of Estimate and Ap-

portionment approved of the issue of these bonds on June 25, 1896,




The bonds were advertised for sale on August 17, 1896, The Comp=-
troller proposed making avards of School-house Bonds to the amount
of $275,000, but his action did not meet with the approval of the
Cormissioners of the Sinking Pund present, and no awards were made.
Practically all the moneys applicable to the use of the
roard of Rduecation are derived from two sourc.s: Appropriations |
made for the use of said Board in the Final Estimate for each year;
and bonds sold pursuant to acts of the Legislature. The various
laws authorizing the issue of these bonds provide that the proceeda
thereof shall be used for the construetion and erection, comple~-
tion and furnishing, etc., of new schoel buildings. Oowing to fhe
fact that payment for this kind of work is provided for by the is-
éue of bonds, appropriations made by the Board of Estimate ang Aﬁ#
portiomment each vear in the 7inal BEstimate do not inelude apprbb-
riations for purposes of construction. The only appropriationa

; (-9
for the vear 1896 which at all approximate such wgﬁsf;:;-the ape

nropriations for general rapairs. 1t would therefore be impossi-

ble to pay for any“lﬂ96"contract for oonatrﬁbtiou work out of an
appropriation acsount because no such appropriation exists, and it
nes been decided by the Courts that the Board of Estimate and Ap~

nortionment cannot ereate new appropriations, after the making of




the Pinal Estimate for each year,

It is barely possible that the contracts of John F. John=
son for sanitary work at the (rammar school buildings Nos. 49 and :
61, and the contract of Blake & Williams for heating and ventilate
ing apparatus for pPrimary School No. 30, are for work of such a .
character that they might have been originally charged against the
appropriation accounts of the Board of Edueation for 1896 for gen=-
eral repairs--though I think this is somewaht doubtful, as the'pu}-
pose of these contracts is rather for new work than for repairs. ‘
put the Pinance Department, in any event, is helpless, since theaen
contracts have not been charged to épproPriation account, but to
pond account.

The poard of Rduecation is the only Departmént of the City
covernment whose contracts are not certified to by the Comptroller,
and I'am therefore unable to tell, without examining the books of

that Board, whether there remain sufficient balances in the approp-

: . mort.
riations for general repairs which would enable any, contracts to be

charged against the same, in addition to those contracts which have
already been thus charged. Judging by the experience of previous

vears, all of these appropriations will be nceded for the purposes




4

for which they were made, and I do not believe it will be possible

for the Board of Rducation to rescind its action in charging up
these contracts against bond account and making theém chargeable
acainst appropriation account, even if such a course were held to

be lepal.

Respectfully,
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Ci1Y OF NEW YORK. ®9~

AsHBEL P FiteH,

Comptroller: il g'!t-h‘r ﬁ . u” [ )

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor,
My dear Mr, Strong:
i In miy to your letter of the 24¢h, enclosing

a letter of our -utm rruu If. mhr. I beg to say that Mri

[

hehy mu tc u. m to mlou to you & copy of my ro:l.y to
him, ~ You uu Bes by thio thlt of ‘the Tive cases oitcl by Nr.
houy two hlﬂ llr‘ldy bull ’tid. ‘being John P. :ahuoa. on Ol'llr-
mar lohool No. 01. lal Blake & nuu-, on Grammar Sehool No. “.
As to the three other payments--Johnson on Grammar School lo. 16,

~ Blake & Williams mmuhoollo. 49, and Blake & Williams on
Grammar School lo. u--thoro seems to De no way to make the py»
mnu ut onoo. 'nu- ooatmu m thrsuhh to the lohool-hnu
mﬂ md mt{\bo ’nu nt of the proceeds of bonds, and not. b:

mlhimﬂ of lurowutun Shoomme, T (VR vl WL Ay

tm nhjoot I rmut-d a report in this Department
tre- lr. r.m. mo has for & u-bdr of years been very familiar




with these matters, and I beg to enclose his report to you also.

1 am, with great respect,

Your obedient servant, ;
/
I et

Comptroller.




AsHBELP FiTcH,
Comptroller.

Messrs, B. A. Thorp & Son,
417 Bast 88th 8t.,
Dagr 8irs:

The Mayor has brought to my attention the subject of
your recent communication to him in regard to your contract on
Grammar School No. 75.

The reason why the payments which you have earned on
this contract cannot be_made to you is because the City has been
unéble to sell School-house Bonds, from the sale of which alone
gsu¢h payments can be made under the law,

T expect, however, that these bonds will be successfully
sold in the early part of November, after which you will have no
difficulty in obtaining prompt payment of the amounts due you.

Respectfully,

(8igned) Ashbel P. Pitch,

Comptroller.







ASHBEL P FiTcH,
Comptroller Qctober 8 ? 1896,

HON. m L. 'm’

Mayor,
Dear 8iry
Enclosed please find copy of a communication addressed
by me te Mwegrs. E. A. Thorp & Son, of 417 Bast//88th Street.

Sincerely yours,

Comptroller.




AsHBEL P FiTCH,
Comp.‘ro//en

HON. WILLIAM L., SIRONG,

Mayor,

I am in receipt of a oorununioafioh from your See-
iﬁtary. dated October 8, 1896, transmitting a communiecat ion address
ed to you by the.Pn;ident oi‘ the Department of Publie Charities,
smd duplicate forms of a 1§nu botwion Charles lsudiu' and The
Mayor, Aldemen and Oommonalty of thc City of New York of a eortai.n
'ﬂw—ctory and bnmont building known as 398 First avenue, -These
leases zre referred to in the letter of your Seeretary, as “al-
rudy oxu\atod by the louor and appreoved as to rcm by thﬁ Oounul
to the Oorpor.tion l‘m(j unting your (my) lignturo' although

the letter of the Prnident of the Board ef Charities states that

the lease'is forwudid for the approval of the Sinking Fund Commis-

sien."

It appears that this lease has mvor béoh avthorized by the




i

Cormissionets of the Sinking Fund, a8 required by Seetion 181 of
the New York City CQonsolidation Aect of 1882. This seetion is as
follows @

"All appligcations 1o lsase any real estate for the purposes of
*the mayer, aldermen, and commonalty eof the c¢ity of New York, in-
clvding premise8 required in segordanse with law for armories and
*"drill-rooms and places of deposit for the safe<keeping of ams,
*unifomms, equipments, acgoutrements, and camp equipage of the na-
*tional guard, myst be presented to and passed upon by the eommis-
*siondrs of the sinking fund of eaid city. It shell be the dwty of
"the gomptroller, after dve inquiry Lo be made by him, to present
*to the said €ommissioners a statement in writing of the facts re-
®*lating to any real estate preoposed to be leased, the purposes for
Ywhieh such lease is reqguire@ by the e¢ity, with his opinion, and
"the reasons therefor, as to the fair and reasonable rent of said
"premiges. The said cormissionerg, vpon sugh report, &and vpon such
*further ihquiry ss they in theipr discretion may make, may avthor-
*ize a3 lease of sugh premissg as shall be spe¢ified in their reso-
*lution, at the rent therein set forth, for a period net exeeeding
*five years, but suelr lease shall not be avtherized exgept at a
*fair apd reasonable rent, and uvnless the commissioners are satis-
*fied and shall se express that it would be feor the interests of
*the eity that a lease of the premiseg for the purposes speeified
“ghould be made. Without the eonsent of the said cemmissioners the
"premises leamed shall not be vasd during the peried of the leass
*for purpeses other than gpee¢ified in ®aid resolutien. If the eity
"shall, prier te the msking of the lease, have entered upon the
*pogsegsion of the preperty, the lease may he made to commence .28
"of' the date whem the oc¢cupgtion cummenced.?

I am, therefore, unable, vndey the law, to execute this lease,

and herewith retuyn the same with the lettay Of the President of

the Department of Public Charit ies.

T would respeetfully duggest thet if the President of the
Department of Public Charities flasires to have this lease entered
into by the City, it would be well for him to address a comminiga-
tion to the Congissiopers of the Sinking Fund in regard thereto,




3
stating, a8 is vsval, in detail, the reasons for hiring the prop-
erty and the termsé and condit ions vpon which he degires said lease
to be made+ In the evefit of the matter then following the vsval
rout ine and being referred to me tor examinatiop and report, it

[

will give me great pleasvrs to give my prompt /attent ion thereto.

s

Respectfully,

Comptroller.
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) CiTY OF NEWYORK. ®9~-

ASHBEL P FiTcH,
Com,o[ro//en

HON. VWILLIAM L. S8TRONG,
Mayor,

My dWe 8ir:
| ‘I"have’ received your communication of the 9th inst, ia
relation to advertising the next issue of City bondss

The date which I have figzed for this sale--November P--
was determined upon after consultation with the leading purchasers
in this city of ‘our boMl. If the advertisement is published on
Monday next, as I anticipate, practically one month's notice yui
be given, which I think will be ample to secure bids from foreign
bankers, should the latter desire to bid at all. The representa-
tive of one of the largest bond Nouses in this city (perhaps the
forgmost in purchases’ of New York City bonds) informed this De-
pirtment that a very large gquantity of State and municipal bonds
were being -hua‘-‘-mi. for throloot}u. notably in the case of the
city of Boston. “ He stated as his opinion .that bonds wonld sell
a8 well 48 hours after election as they would s week or so later;




. and, furthermore, said that he bsidBved St 2o b guba polidy for
the City of New York's offerings e be seng the Miess; if oar

proposals wers {pensd & week ar st alfter Alﬁm & gredt many
milligns of stu.u and municipal bkt whnld hayy bepn sold in tha
1nt0rim, thus u a mm}n axtent Mﬂ& the Aeménd therefor and

epoiling our market, This ghntleman syen puggested & wrif &
gate’as Pridsy tha Oth of November Ter this sale, but, arter maw
ture consideration, I ¢oneluded $o make it the 9th,

while I am gled at all gdmes to recelivé any euggeptions
in regrd to such matters &S you miy care to maky, I beg th remimt
you that as Sectioh 148 of the Gbnsolidutgen Act mekes it e ek
'cluuvo duty of the Comptroller Lo invite preposals by publie td-
vertisement for the sele of bonds, the attendant reeponsibility ra
also exclusively mine, This fosp§m$b111ty 1 am perfectly willing
to as'sume, should you, in the light of the foregoing statements,

still disagree with my conclusions.

Respectially, O @
 41e7/




WIFiyove oy gtve
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e OCTOBER 20, 1896,

HON, WILLIAM L, STRONG,

Meyor, Chairman, Board of City Record,

Doar Sir ¢

I beg to eall to your attention as Chair-

| man of the Board of City Record, the inferior quality of

printing, -ltét ionery and blank books which have been

| furnished during the current year.

In the early part of 1896, the paper selected and
econtragted for by the Supervisor of the @ity Record, for

blank books for the Bbroau of Arrears and the office of

the SBtock and Bond Clerk, was of sﬁch inferior quality
| that other and better paper had to be substituted at a

| loss to the eity of about one thousand dollars.

The requisit ion of the Finance Department for sta-

| tionery ete. for 1896, included Crane's No. 29 bond paper

for my own vse--this being the paper which had been sup-

;plicd in 1895« This paper was not supplied,-- a very

|

| inferior quality being furnished,-- and a svbsequent

Special requisit ion, which I mede on March 13, 1896, was

' unheeded.

The pads, both yellow and white, furnished to this
Department, have proved unfit ifor vse with pen and ink.
The pencils have been so poor that many of the officers




2
and employees have been vnable to vse them, and have sup-
plied themselves elsewhere. The paper on which the city
warrants and paymaster's checks have been printed, is so
poor as to catch the pen in writing and often to make the
ink run. The lithographing thereof is also objectionable
by reason of wet printinge.

The baecks of eity contracts filed in this Department
are of sueh flimsy quality as to tear on first handling,
and are sometimes badly injured even before reaching this
Depe rtment. As these contracts are important publie
records, which have to be ecarefully preserved for future
reference, and as they are necessarily suvbjected to fre-
quent handling by this Department, I regard it as highly
essentizl that a proper quality of paper shovld be used

therefor .

Your attention is respectfully ealled to the matter

with the view of obtzining fram the Supervisor of the
City Record better qualities of supplifes in the fuvture.

Very respectfully

Comptroller .,




Gty Nk
<;§76524z¢72qe7 nggz%éQZZVZ§7zezzaZ‘
Comptsotlens Offpee

__October 20, 1896, i

HON. ASHBEL P. FITCH,

Comptroller.

Referring to the letter addressed by you to
Hon. William L. Strong, Mayor, Chairman of the Board of
City Record, dated October 20, 1896,

We, the Undersigned, hereby certify in regard
to the 1t§ms respectively set above our names, that the

statements contained in said letter are true.

In respect to the paper contracted to be sup;
plied for blank books for the Bureau of Arrears and the

office of the Stock and Bond Clerk, and in respect to the

ool o

 pacis of City Contracts.

In respect to the bond paper ordered for the
Comptroller's own use; the pads, both yellow and white,
furnished :to this Department, and the pencils so furnished:

& s

14




HON.A.P.F.

In respect to the bgcks and binding of the

City Contracts.

on which City Warrants

are printed, and in regard to the ithographing thereof.

/%m i

In respect to the paper on whi the City
Paymaster's checks are printed.







4

Ci1TY OF NEWYORK. ®9~-

AsHBEL P FiTcH,

Comptroller. “to‘.r M

Chief Clerk for Mayor,

Pear- 84ir:
Your attention is respestfully called to the matter of

varrant 6150 mentioned in the letter of the Ogmptroller to the

Taporters and Traders' National Bank, & ¢opy
Sincerely iouu.




Ci1TY OF NEW YORK. ®9--

ASHBEL P FiTcH,

Comptroller e hﬁ’r‘ LY

To the Imporiers ond Praderst Hatlonal Bonk,
Sentlerens
There has just been brought to me Tor ny signalure
merint Yo. G100, intemded for poneent of payrell of tha alerke :}r
the City Court, dated Qelobar Gl, 109G,

hig wereant vhish has not been algned by me s sihw
by the thisf Clerk for the Vayer and by the Chemberisin, and depoow
ited in your ham¥x %o the aredit of the Oty Chanmbardaln,

f desdvre to thank vou for ealling tw sitantion te the
met ey, innmmch ns, of Guwrse, no payment oan legully oy ’vapnrls"
bo mado out of e olty Treasury upon & warvant which does not
banr my sipnasura,

sincevely pours,

m;ul) Ashbel P. Pitch.

Comptrollers
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OCTOBER 31, 1896.

HON, WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor,

You a:;c he reby informed that, pursvant to the pro-
visions of Seetion 124 of the New York City Consolidation Act of
1882, for the reason that I shall be absent from the Compt roller's
Offiece, I have designated and svthorized William J. Lyon, Deputy
Compt roller, to act as Comptroller 61‘ the City of New York, on
Monday. November 2, 1896, until 12 o'ecloeck, noon.

A copy of the avthorization is hereyith enclos

Resp=ctfully,

o

Comptroller.




AITTIVE




QCLéngy/f /Z?ij Cjzfvfél
¢ 7 / narnce . C/‘// 270971071,
%;’//%/ﬂff%9/{)'f"‘ ////';/

.

ruprsuent Lo Lune provisicns ] ion 124 of the ~ew York
Gity Oonsolidation Act ol 1882, n y designste and svthorize
Williem J. Lyon, Degputy Comptroller,

erform all and eovery duly belonglug ol Conmptroller

s

) ()

on Munday, Novamber 2, 1896, vntil 12

1. . s “a o O t laen t . . &1 4 % : -~ oy 1
Q g oo, 101 g resgon that duvring that Lime L shall b3

" ' 4 1 ] s 43 E
absent Lrom the Comptroller s Olfice.

Comptroller,
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NOVEMBER 6, 1896.

WILLIAM L. S7RONG,

Mayor,

You are hereby informed that, pursvant to the pro-
visiogs of Sect fon 124 of the New York City Consolidation Aect
of 1882, for the reason that I shall be absent from the Comptrol-
ler's Gffice, I have designated and authorized William J. Lyon,
Beputy Comptroller, to act as Qomptroller of the CGity of New York,
on Seturday, November 7, 1896.
A copy of thhe authorigzat ion is hereyith enolosed.‘

Respectfvlly,

Compt rolle r.
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Pursvent to the provisions of section 124 oi the llew York
City Quns-:lidat ion Aet of 1882, I hereby designate and auvthorize
Williem J. Lyon, Deputy Comptroller, to possess every power and
perform all and every duty belonging to the office of Corpiroller
of the City of New York, on Saturday, hovarber 7th 1606, {or the

reuson that on thet dey I shall be sbsent f{rom the Comptroller's

Oftfices

" . 5 N
! .;5;'1.('1.4.(.3 e




ASHBELP FiTtcH,
Com,o.‘ro//en

HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor,
Dear 8ir:

‘ I desire to acknowledge receipt of a copy of a report
transmitted by the Commissioners of Accounts, under date of Decem-
ber 19, 1896, at your request, stating that certain offieials of
the various towns and villages annexed to the City of New York
'June 6, 1895, have in their possession certain moneys due and
_ovinglto the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of' New
Yo;'k. ey

Herewith I transmit a copy of & communieation by me ad-
dressed to A. M. Pield, one of the persons named in said report.

Similar ecommunications have been sent by me to the several other

persons uontiomd’v in said report. I also enclose a e¢opy of a com-

munication by me transmitted to the Counsy

8incerely yoy

Oomptroller.
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AsHBEL P FITCH,

Comptroller December 21, 1896,

As M, Pield, RBsq.,
8ir:

I am informed that you have in your possession the sum
of $570.34, moneys received by you as Supervisor of the town of
Westchester, which are due and owing to the Mayor, Aldermen and
Commonalty of the City of New York.

I hereby demand that payment of the same shall be made
to the Comptroller of the City of New York within five days from
‘the date of this communication. In the event of failure upon
your part to make such payment, steps will at once be taken for
the recovery of the same.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) Ashbel P, Fiteh,

Comptroller.
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December 21, 1896,

| Hon. Prancis M. Seott,

Counsel to the Corporation,

| 8ir:

I desire to eall your attention to the eneclosed eopy
| of a report which has just been submitted to me by the
V§Commiasionors of Acecounts, setting forth certain sums of
| money whichvare due and owing to the Mayor, Aldermen and
f Commonalty of the City of New York, and which are held

| by eertain persons therein named--officers of towns and
,évillages annexed to the City of New York June 6, 1895.

I also enclose copies §r communications which I

:;have addressed to said persons, demanding payment of

!ithe moneys stated in said report to be in their posséss-

igion and due and owing to the eity.

I would be very glad to have you make a careful
ggexamination of the matters referred to in said report,
:€and, if in your opinion there should be any facts con=
nected with the retention of said moneys and their nbﬁ-
payment heretofore to the Mayor, Aldermen and connnnaliy
of the City of New York which would render said persons
liable to eriminal proaccﬁtion, that you will advise me

| of the same, and I will at onee take suech steps as may

| be necessary to lni the facts before the Grand Jury.
Respectfully,

(8igned) . Ashbel P. Fiteh, - :

ek N
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