N 22:0) EQUATI AVINUE,,

S.W.CORNER 187TH ST,

ST[V[NSON CO/V5TABLE o

A/, ,
E SUPEP/NTENDENr 2 : //f// ///I October 2nd,1896.

/fé/,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8ir:-

In regard to the premises known as Union Park Athlatic
Club, 133rd S8t. and Willis Ave.,upon which you requested report in
your communication of the 29th ult., would say that it 1s necessary
that certain alterations be made to comply with the rules of this
Department, therefore, .license should be withheld until such altera-
tions are made, of which due notice will be sent you.

Yours respectfully,

Sup t “of 3'1dgs{

-

(Diet.R.0'B.)
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;7ﬁ

Hon., William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

FPinding that thore'has been a great deal of what is not
fireproof construction passed as fireproof construction in many of our
buildings, which under the law are called for to be fireproof, and
appreciating the great risk and danger arising from this in the future,
I determined to have the matter settled by comparative fireproof tests
of materials, as used in construction. As this could be done with-
out any cost to the city, I at once inaugurated sald tests and same
are now being carried on in the lots at the N. E. Cormer of 68th St.

and Avenue A and Corner of 82nd Street and Western Boulevard, under

the direction and supervision of this Department and the Board of -

Examiners, representing the Fire Department, the Board of Fire Under-
writers, the New York Chapter American Institute of Architects, the
Mechanic and Traders Exchange, the Society of Architectural Irom Workers,
the Real BEstate Owners and Builders Association and the Real Estate
Bechange, Limited.

As you will readily realize the importance of this to the
public and to the different manufacturers and bullders of the city,
I know you will appreciate my action.

Yours rospectrully,




Building Crades Club. |

117 EAST 23° ST.N.Y.

October 5th,

Hon. William I. Strong,

Mavor of the City of New York.

Dear Siri-

The Marble Industry Employers Association, in meeting
assembled, would respectfully commend to you the administration of the
Building Department of New York City, under the superintendence of Steven
son Constable, Esq., and request of you that you pass favorably upon his
request for an increased appfopriation for this Department for the year
1897.

Under the present administration, with the moderate sum
at his disposal, Mr. Constable hgs been able to carry out in a measure
the reforms contemplated by him, and with phe larger means at his command
we are sure of greater efficiency in the Department work, and, therefore,
a greater benefit to the Building Industry of this city.

The fact that there has been a vast improvement in the

management and work of the Building Department leads us, as represent-

ative firms engaged in the manufacturing of marble in this city, irres-

pective of politics, to write to you this letter of commendation.

-

Very respectfully,
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Under the present administration, with the moderate sum
at his disposal, Mr. Constable has been able to carry oug in a measure
the reforms contemplated by him, and-with the larger means at his command

we are sure of greater efficiency in the Department ‘work, and, therefore,

a greater benefit to the Building Industry of this city,

The fact that there has been a vast improvement in the

management and work of the Building Department leads us, as represent-

ative firms engaged in the manufacturing of marble in this city, irres-

pective of politics, to write to you this letter of commendation.

Very respectfully,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I received this morning from the Chief of Police copies
of pdpers forwarded by you to the Police Board, in regard to careless
blasting 15 the neighborhood of<#17? West 76th St., indiecating the
desire to have the matter investigated by the Police Board.

The legal action in this mattei would require that the
centractor doing the work should obtain a permit from the Bureau of
Combustibles in the Fire Department, filing bonds, etc. with the sald
Department, who also issue a direct spefification covering the method
of blasting, chaining, logging, etc.

I thought it might be interssting to Your Honor to have
these poiﬁtg, in case you desire to look further into the subject.

1 would further add that I try to obtain through my inspectors any
information in regard to blasting, as it is Trequéntly the cause of
racking or cracking or making dengerous adjoining buildings, and in
gseveral cases I have been forced to0 make complaint to the Bureau of
Combustibles in regard to reckless blasting.

Yours respectfully,

/f// e ird .ak . 4 ’l

gl AR S

Sup't of B'ldgs.
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Hon, William L, 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-
Enclosed please find two coples of the Rules and
Reégulations of this Department, compiled in accordance with the law
governing this Department, for plumbing, drainage, water supply, ete.
in this eity.
The said rules and regulations have never been published

and have always been kept in the Department., This I considered a
great mistake as those dealing with the Department and the public have
a perfect right to know the requirements of the Department.

- Therefore, I insisted after consultation with the architects,
Master and Journeyman Plumbers that the last Legislature should maka
it legal 80 publish same, which has been done in the enclosed pamphlets.

Yours respectfully,

Sup't of B'ldgs:







Form 33—1896.

Department of Buildings.of the City of New York,

No. 220 FourTH AVENUE, SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 18TH STREET.

]L

New York,. A\ u_ J.."LZ

IN THE MATTER OF THE UNSAFE BuiLping,

To. u//”;,é 7/1/./‘/(/{/‘

You will please take notice that the building
n

gituated on the:(/:/flw/ — ol -theloton

é fW/ ap e le.,&// ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . commencing

=12
.. feet-frem the/f, MILNLALA ... corner of . V/Z/’\V/ f\{" %Lu//

w
and/’; :W‘Z ZMW,.being a story.......L ’/Z/(/G/? ............... building, about

faet-lont:= = = / .......................... feet rear, / / 4 foot

7
L T A (’25— __feet high, and occupied &S-J/ 147 lﬁ/}’M’ﬁ 7&4 é
ok $5E Stk

and known as No$4/‘fj§//5/;;zﬂW/LﬂM’ ul sl 47/9 443° A in the City of New York,

has been reported to me as unsafe and dangerous in the following respects, to wit :
N
: 4
QY@ M/ v“i;/,/vcmﬂz [”V/.I .(,Z/@{CLL -Z/ﬁ/z. LA &L(é/ /‘7/2/11% /@n /~/@ sﬁ/l

f/?u. ;Mcwmmﬂ Wdana Bane.. “;&/ch, burally ﬂdb
. Dot /WW 4,2, Lo

You will also take notice that unless you immediately certify to the Superintendent
of Buildings, your assent or refusal to secure or remove said building, a survey will be ordered
to be held thereon, as the law directs, and all costs and expenses incurred therem w1ll become a
lien on said building.

Swpenntendent of Buzldmgs
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

Reeord No. Z

NOTICE RELATING TO

UNSAFE BUILDING.

../ ) .

(7
’7;' 4 ./7

4 %/v ////(/W@(/wws./ L/v./,__w/

7

/
m/fm v

Residence

Business... ».[\/{/ZU

BRING THIS NOTICE WITH YOU.




N2 22/0) BOURAN AVENI,

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

/ iy

R
BW . /1772”ﬂk4{ﬁH October 10,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yoﬁr communication
of the 9th inst, enclosing complaint of " A Large Property Owner",
concerning building at 84th Street and Third Ave .

The matter will receivevimmediate attention.

Yours :espectfully,

./‘_ : W

Sup't of B!ldgs,

(Pic.R.0'B.)
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~2 SUPE/?/NTENDENT BW // // QOctober 14,1896,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-
In accordance with examination of the New Murray Hill
Theatre, Bast Side of Lexington Ave. between 41st and 42nd Streets,
as previods to their opening on Monday, they have agreed to remove
the various violations existing against the said building, license
can be issued.
I have the honor to remain,

Yours respectfully,

Leirser O gt liez)
Sup't of Brldgs.







Form 13.—1896.

Department of Buildings of the City of New York.

No. 920 FOURTH AVENUE, SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 18th STREET,

SR e c?ﬂ( s
%

= S .
sl VA Bt =l s s e

—

You will please take notice that there exists a violation of Chapter 410, Laws of 1882, and the acts

fa.mendatmy thereof and supplementary thereto, at the premises helemaftel described, in that

/
// /744// Z(/fz// ﬁz%z 4% o722 .. %) %517’ M /Z&w/o-//sz 14/7/142/ BAAIL ..

J
241./441( @/ (L //z%té Lrrdts. e A tai o one s

. / 4/ 7
/ﬁcz/ll///&/ é‘///WZf(/,. ’/0%{{/4‘2{//; L//é//( ////ﬁzﬂmz L A7Z ;/,/1/ 2~

The building

/ / z
LA .. : £ e g~ . hideel
o

g feet from

the/M/rfé///Zw/ corner of ... 2 &L SF

P2l
cZ? }%//z o i

said building

7
feet fronmt,.... /(/()/— ........... feet rear,........ e e feet deep, and feet high, and

occupied or intended to be occupied as a./% )/4/// vﬂ?é /2« _and located in the City of New York.
By the commission of the said viol on you have incurred a penalty of Fifty Dollars.
Should you fail to comply with this notice within ten days after the service thereof, you
will incur a further penalty of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars.
You are hereby required to remove said violation forthwith, or legal proceedings will be

commenced against you.

F— L &

Superintendent of Buildings.




Form 13.—1396.

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

NOTICE TO REMOVE VIOL.ATIO‘N.‘

To
] 7/
& /
s 7
i il ‘} ya 7/:" 7 / »2 7
(o eC. QA Lol 28T UL . SP e

e

Residence.

9
/

T , £
Business,.‘.é‘ LB EE e Aesme

BRING THIS NOTICE WITH YOU.
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—Qctober 16th,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I see by the various papers this morning that what little
discussion took place before your Honorable Board yasterday, in regard
to Civil écrvice, has been generally misstated. This you of course,
having been present, will readily see.

I wish to place on record that I thoroughly approve and
believe in Civil Service, when properly and thoroughly handled, and with
the co-operation of the head of any Department with the honest inten-
tion of trying to aid Civil Service in accomplishing its purpose,
there is no question as to its being the proper method, under existing
political complications that frequently arise, of securing good aﬁd
officion% employees in the various City Departments.

Prom and through Civil Service have come the best men in my
Department and some of the poorest, and if proper Wwages were paid by
this Department, a different class of men would apply to Civil Service

and consequently a better class of men would come up qualified for
appointment in this Department.

I simply wish Your Honor to understand my position in this

matter without a question. As to the detalls and methods of Civil




oot} wh

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

N 220 ROURIN AVENUE,
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(OSTEVENSON CONSTABLE, )
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Service, you well know that there never was any Department or Branch

of a Department, but there were improvements and changes which exper-

ience would develop and make nacessary.

I have the honor to remain,

Yours respectfully,

Sup't of B'1l




N 220) EOURTH AVENUE,

S W.CORNER [8T! ST,

(OSTEVENSON CONSTABLE, ) A

: :
i gy T T L B 1/ //,/
(T SuperINTENOENT 1. ovk;  October 16,1806,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:- :

I havae the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communi-
cation of the 15th inst, requesting report on premises known as Worth's
Museum, Sixth Avenue and Thirtieth Street, for which application for
license to give vocal and instrumental concerts, has been made.

In reply I would state that the matter will be given immedi-
ate attention.

Yours raspectfully,

3
>z
7

Sup't of B'ldgs-.

(Dic.R.0'B .)
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SW.CORNER I8! ST,

///f //,, ~_ October 16,1896,

Hon. William L. Strong ,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
1 have your communication of the 1l4th inst, in which you

state that a complaint has been filed at your office relative to

"buildings on the South side of East 84th Street, in the rear of

1437 Eighth Ave." \))3“ Korg .

’ If you will kindly furnish me with the correct location,
I shall give same my immediate attention.
I have the honor to remain,

Yours respectfully,

a

(Dic.R.0'B.)

/%(4/{ .ée/u«/ 24— /4,-\7, J’){ [eou” — /%/Ma//a;( ?Z

[qlt% ﬁ%(-%,f///__ ’W /4 '/&(:(6.47/7’5’3"//' sa /7/"7
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S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

Gy

/1//,:')'(/’;;/ /,’)
T @ SUPER,NTENDENT BW : //// %///_ October 16,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In brief, the repo;t made upen the premises #398 First Ave.,
by Inspector P. C. Spence, of this Department, of building desired te
be altered to a ledging-house by the Public Char1£ies Commission of
this city, states as follows:

According to law, the first tier of beams would require to be
fireproof.
The building covers the entire let, not allewing fer the
Light & Ventilatien required by law.
The fire-escapes are insufficient.
Means of egress are insufficient.
The large central well hole, 5 x 12,feet, is not fireproof.
I will advise you further in regard to this matter, upon receipt of
the plans and papers.

Yours respectfully,

Y WY

Sup't of Br1dgs.







Mason IBuilders’ Elgsociation,

C. A. COWEN, SEkc.,

289 FOURTH AVENUE. gl
“Telophone Call, 1701-18th Str,” O{(‘;’W %4%" October 19th,. /ody 6

RESOLV ED, By the Mason Bullders' Association

in regular meeting assembled:

rr1un8i, We endorse the present administration of
the Building Department, and are convinced of its integrity and

honesty of purpose:

SECOND, Appreciating that the lack of Finances
is erippling this Department and seriously hampering its effi-
ciency, we urge that the additional appropriation asked for by
the Department of Buildings, be granted by the Board of Estimate

and Apportionment for the year 1897:

TH I R, That & copy of the above Resolutions

shall be forwarded to his Honor, the Mayor.

//%ﬁ\%% W President.

Secretary.
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#220 Fourth Ave. ,.

New York.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.
Dear Sir:-
In answer to yours of the

g 21lst inst, introducing Judge Howland.

wouldﬁsay I had the pleasure of a long
interview with the gentleman and went
carefully over all the points in relation
to the matter, about which he desired
information, and I think I thoroughly
explained the situation of the caée to his
complete satisfaction.’

' I did not call at your office

today, as you desired in reference to this

matter, as Judge Howland said he would
§ee you personally, and as I had very

important matters to attend to in the

Department.

Yours respectfully,

W st

g Sup't of.:

A

October 21,1896. :
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
In answer to yours of October 13th, I heg to state that as
the Consolidation Aet, Section 1080, states as follows,

""Parsonal service of the summons in an action against the
mayor, aldermen and commonalty of ﬁhe City of New York must be made by
delivering a copy thereof within the state to the mayor, comptroller,
or counsel to the corporation", and as I had found that any paper in
any action against the city has always received prompt attention When
served upon your Honor and in accordance with the above Act, I there-
fore have acted as heretofore.

I will now arrange to serve upon one of the other officials
as the 1law directs and in duplicate to the particular Department
against which the action is necessary.

Hoping this will be satisfactory, I am,

Yours respectfully,

' /ﬂf/{é’/ 2 '
Superintendent of Buildlnge.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:--

: In compliance with the provisions of Section 49,
Chapter 410, Laws of 1882, and Chapéer 275, Laws of 1892, I have the
honor herewith to submit my report of thé operations of this Department
for the Quarter ending September 30th, 1896.

Respectfully,

— e lierd &%@//{/
Superintendent of Buildings.
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S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

M

STEVENSON COMTABLE,.) /. Y,/
~(& superINTENDENT, BW et 0 October 26,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In answer to your communication of the 24th inst, would
state I have forwarded to Mr. A. F. Everett, #21 South 12th St., Ann
Harbor, Michigan, a copy of the Building Laws of this Department, as
you desire.

Yours respectfully,
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Hoen. WVm. L. Strong,
Mayoer of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

Noting that the lessees of 728 Broeadway, known as the Broad-
way Athletic Club, have advertised for an exhibition te be given there
on Friday ‘evening, Octeber 30th, and as they have not as yet complied
with the laws governing such a building and in case of panic, serious
accident and less of life might result, I have given them formal netifi-
cation that unless, immediately complied with, I would take immedlate
steps to prevent the use of said building en that night.

The same partieshave given me the same trouble acress the
Harlem in a great frame structure they have there,but finding I was
determined to do my duty and not allew any risk from accident, they are
about conforming te the law.

Their action in this matter has been so gross and the risk
is so great that I ask your Honor's suppert in case of necegsity.

Yours respectfully,

L A |
)/d””/i//z/ LL/ (

Superintendent of Buildings.







DEPARTMENT OF BU
Nf 22:0) EOURTH, AVENUR,

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

SD)

USTEVENSON COMSTABLE, ) ,/,g/y%z/f///7
B AT e T S il 17y
~Y supERINTENDENT I 0K 0B

Hen, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City .of New York.
Dear Sir:-
In confirmation of my telephone message to your office

yesterday evening, in regard to the Broadway Athletic Club, #728 Broad-

way, I would state that the said bﬁilding has been made to conform

to the requirements of this Department.
Thanking you for your prompt action in this matter, I am,

Yours respectfully,

\ / N7 ATV 4 s
LA T %

Sup't of B'ldgs.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
It is with pleasure I report that by the prompt actien
of our velunteer emergency corps, we were enabled between Saturday
night and Sunday morning to prevent what might have been a very

serious accident at #508 Broome St.

So prompt has Mr, Galligan been in this work that I feel it

but right that I should call it to Your Honor's attention.

Yours respectfully,

/é?}r/ "y fk‘( -1

Sup't of B'ldgs.

PlSO-
T. P. Galligan & Son,
Emergency Corps, Building Departmant.
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/; /c;/i}/:i November 4,1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor t& acknowledge receipt of your communication
of the 2nd inst, requesting report on premises known as the Knickerbock—
er Athletic Club, Madison Avenue and Forty-fffth Streat, for which
application for license to give theatrical performances, has been made.

In reply I would state that the matter will be given immediate
attention.

Yours respectfully,

Sup't of B ldgs.

(Dic.R.0'B.)
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Hon. William L. S8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:- :
In confirmation of telephone message and in accordance with
your requegt for report on the Knickerbocker Athletic Club, situated
on Madison Avenue and 45th Street, I beg to state that upon examination

I find that concert hall 1license can be granted.

Yours respectfully,
o ///
¥ //«,é// 2L KL

Sup’'t of B'ldgs.

-

Pie 8. Thq hall is unsuited for theatrical license as it now stands.

(Dic.R.0'B.)
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Hen. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication
of the 7th inst, requesting report on premises known as the Néw York
Athletic Club, 56th Street and Sixth Avenue, for which application for
license to give vocal and 1nstruménta1 concerts, has been made,

In reply I would state that the matter will be given immediate

attention,

Yours respectfully,

= \ = sommngs” 2 = ) ‘," -
CV &2 L/” < .

Sup't of B'ldgs.

(Dic.R.®'B.)
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Hon. William I.. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York
Dear Sir:-
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communicatien

of the 11th inst, requesting report on premises known as MaJeatic
Hall, lotated at #1265 East 125th Street, for which application for
license to give vocal and instrumental concerts, has been made.

In reply I would state that the matter will ba given immediats
attention.

Yours respectfully,

’4/4 /€2;7?¢44f}v3k;w< LA

Sup't of B'ldgs .

{Di¢.R.6'B.)
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Hon. William T.. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York,

Dear Sir:-

1 have besn Torced to increase the hours of this Department
one hour daily to try and kesp up with the work of the Department,
I notify vou of this as there has been some little dissatisfaction ameng
some of the employees, and if any bomplaints should come to you, you
will understand the case.
The hours of the Department are now from nine to five o'clock.

Yours respactfully,

-~

7

/// gl < ‘/"

Sup't of B'ldgs
(Bia.8.C.)
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Hon. William 1,. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I beg to report to you the good fortune in there having
been no loss of 1life in the collapse'of the 0ld buildings, #35/@ Vesay
Street. ‘

As I reported to the Boafd of Apportionment, in regard to thls
class of building, there are hundreds of them in the city in which
from age, change of oceupancy and use, improper repairs, etc, the
slightest overloading is liable to cause just such an accident, and
as already there have been a number since I have been here, and likely
to be many more, you can readily see how important this matter is, and
proves the importance of a block to block inspection, especially iﬁ
certain ébctions, as soon as possible.

i find the adjoining buildings, #51/3 Vesey Street, also in
unsafes condition and am taking immediate mreasures to prevent accident

there.

Yours respectfully,

iy -

}ef‘:’. &R : <
Sup't of B'ldgs.







CITY OF NEW YORK.
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR.

%ﬂf//wg /é

Hon. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor.

Sir.

I herewith ,make application for a License to
<

gives
as provided by Section 1998 of the %’d%
remises located arnd nown as. =~
........... i{(*%/&reet, S

in the City of New York. No wines or liquors to be

sold on the premises.

Very respe fg]]y,
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A

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Siri-
In accordance with request for report on premises known
the New York Athletic Club, 55th Street and Sixth Avenue, who have
de applibation for a license to give vocal and instrumental concerts,
beg to state that upon examinatioh I find that license can be granted.

I have the honor to remain,

Yours respectfully,

/

//(Z/&//Ztér’}éf\ LS L
Sup't of B'ldgs..

(Dic.R.0'B.)

-
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i

Hon. William L. Strong,

ﬁhyor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:-

In acéordance with request for report on premises known as
Majestic Hall, located at 125 East 125th Street, for which application
for license to give vocal and instrumental concerts has been made,
I beg to state that upon examination, I find that license can be granted,
provided fire-escape 1s erected on the 125th Street front, as per
order pending in this Department, No.1367/'95.

I have the honor to remain,

Yours respectfully,

/
7

( Vet / f/7/Z 2 )

Sup't of B ,1ags .,

(Dic.R.O'B.)‘







CITY OF NEW YORK.
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR.

Hon. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor.

Sir:

Vi bereyb ake ap cation for a Licepse to
g} /p //"’f{’ﬂ MW

]

as provided by Section 1998 of z‘]vegohs idatien Act, on

premzseLcaz‘e nd krown as
De el 737 T G2 sl

in the City of New York. No wines or liquors to be

sold on the premises.

Very respectfully,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communication
of the 17th inst, requesting report on premises known as "The Casino",
located at 127th Street and Second Avenue, for which application for
license to give vocal and instrumental concerts, has been made.

In reply I would state that the matter will be given immediate
attention.

Yours respectfully,

‘@5/,4/ 7428

Sup't.of B! ldgs

(DiC oRoO'ﬁo )
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
In answer to inquiry in regard to premises known as "The
Casino" located at 127th Street and Second Avenue, would say that no

Ficense should be granted to said building, until the various changes

required to make same safe for the purposes for which they intend to
3 /el

TR

use them, have bsen complied with.

Yours respectfully,

Sup't of Brldgs.

(Dic.R.0'B.)

-
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communica-

tion of the 20th inst, requesting report on the premises known as
the Polo Athletic Club, located at Eighth Ave. and 155th Street, for
which application for license to gi?e vocal and instrumental concerts
and athletic performances, has been mads.

In answer I would state the matter will be given immediate

attention.

Yours respectfully,

s /" /‘/I
- . A S "'-::l-‘él‘i;
~ Sup't of B'ldgs.

(Die .R.0'B.)
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir;--

If a Mr. Williaﬁ J. Tiernan of No. 313 West 27th
makes any complaint of not being able to obtain a position here,
complaining of this Department or Civil Service, the explanation is
that he has never been certified by Civil Service for a position in
this Department and consequently could not be appointed.

Respectfully,

Y ——— X A7 9L
TP oA KL, TN
Superintendent of Bulldings.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:--

I submit herewith a statement showing the present

organization of this Department, and also a synopsis of its operations

for the Week ending November 28th, 1896.
Respectfully,

S

"4

) { > 4/,,«',11 £ )
Fo & XL

~ Superintendent of Buildings.
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SUMMARY OF EMPLOYERES & DUTIES.

Officers Assistants.

Superintendent -- Stevenson Constable ~- : §
ﬁgﬁﬁfél
Clerks, Stenographers & Assistants

Ist Deputy Superintendent -- L. P. J. Welher, Jr. -

General Supervision

Clerks and Assistants

Acting 2nd Deputy Superintendent -- F. M, Rutherfurd - 1
General Inspection. Branch Office.

Agsistant

o= =m0OODO00~=m=e

City South of Harlem River divided -- 35 Districts.

R —

Chief District Inspector =- John o'Connor == 1
Clerks

District Inspectors

Chief Special Inspector -- Henry H, Swinburne -- 1
Special Inspectors
Clerks
office Boy
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ngicens Asgistants

8 69
Branch Office.

City North of Harlem River divided -- 8 Districts.
Chief Ingpector -- August Birnstiel -- 1
Inspectors
Plumbing Inspectors
Clerks
Messengers

Cleaner

Chief Clerk =-- William H. Class b
General Clerical Force
Clerk-stenographer
Statistical Clerk
Timekeeper Clerk

Assistant "

Unsafe Building Clerk -- Franklin P. Duffey --

Assistants

Plan Clerk -- Phillip J. McKinley ~-

Assistants

Yiolation Clerk -- Thomas J. MecCabe ~=-

Agsistants
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offiesrp Assistants
7 116
Pire Escape Clerk ~- Washington Parker -- 1

dssistants 2

Chief Measenger ~- George Morgan -~
Messengers, General Help

Cleaners

chief Examiner ~-- Fred B, Wilcox -~
Assistants
Iron & Steel Inspectors
Elevator Insgpectors

Clerk

Chief Engineer -- William W. Ewing --

Assistants

Chief Plumbing Inspector -« John T. Corcoran =--
Examiners
Inspectors

Clerks
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Atterney -~ John Vinton Dahlgren ~-
Assistants
Stenographers
Clerks
Office Boy

q.ﬁ.u-ﬁ“@'“o.-Q-




AR 2210 BOIIRTHL ;
S.W.CORNER 18TY ST,

’ST[V[MWN 60”574&[ / / ( / /
e
Q SUPER”NTENDENr ) S . .A. . U . /// HQ?_L,Mgﬁ .

Synopsis of Operations for the Week ending Wov. 28, 1896.

Plans filed for New Buildings - Main Office

Estimated Cost $1,246,200.
Plans filed for New Buildings, - Branch Office
Estimated Cost §305,850.
Plans filed for Alterations, - Main Office
Estimated Cost A $24,624.
filed for Alterations, - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $2,100,
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of the law reported
Unsafe Bu{lding Notices Issued
Fire Escape-Notices Issued
Violation Notices Issued
Fire Escape Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation Cases forwarded for prosecution
Complaints lodged with the Department

Iron & Steel Inspections made

=====0000000=~=~=w=
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I am carefully following up the report mads to ypu six wegks
ago of the various conditions liksly to result from the depth of Tounda-
tions and constructions now in use and the 1likelihoed of damage teo
properties in the vicinity of same. Am finding constant confirmation
of the need of most careful aetion being taken to pravent settlements

in buildings adjacent to or near excavations for the larger class of

buildings.

Finding that it was impossible for the inspecters to carry
the plans and papers connected with buildings with them, I am establish-
ing a method of photography by which I shall be enabled to give them a
small copy which will be of great help in their work, and expect in a
few days to have perfected the system, so if after the first of the year,
sufficient means be allowed, a great saving in time and increased :

accuracy will be accomplished.

Regpeactfully,

///;./ ¥ Vi 7€ /7,

Sup't of B'ldgs.




adainst

WILLIAM L. FINDLEY,

Attorney to Fire Department,

Nos. 157 and 159 East 67th Street,

New York.
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#220 Fourth Ava.’
New York.

Daoég;;r_z, 1896.

Hon. William T...Strong,
Mayor .
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to
facknowladge receipt of your letter
of the 29th ult. introducing Mr. Joseph
Richardson, who called here today.

You may always count upon my
showing all due attention to any citizen

who may call on me.

Respectfully yours,







§§; ﬁg hgg&}gTHtAyxﬂrJ
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Dec. 7, 1896.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8Sir:--
I submit herewith a synopsis of the Operations of
this Department for the week ending December 5th, 1896.

Respectfully,

"./%WZ/”/’&” V) €
Superintendent of Buildings.







N 22:0) EQUIRTH é&’ﬂ?,@ﬁ@‘@;

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

oSG
’57'[ V[MS‘D/V CO/VSMBL[ )

— e

O, /
f\SW%WN”“”M‘ sS.A.0. ,f“/ﬂ' /%// _Dec. 7, 1896.

Synopsis of Operations for the Week ending Dec. 5, 1896.

filed for New Buildings =~ Main Office
Estimated Cost $359,800.
Plans filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $53,000.
Plans filed for Alterations - Main Office
Estimated Cost $73,240.
filed for Alterations - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $10,150.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of the law reported
Unsafe Building Notices issued
FPire Escape Notices issued
Violation Notices issued
Fire Escape Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation Cases forwarded for prosecution
Unsafe Cases forwarded for prosecution
Complaints lodged with the Department

Iron & Steel Inspections made

0000000====~
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF ELEVATOR INSPECTIONS.

Number of Passenger Elevator Violations issued 1892 (5 men) 90
" " 1893 (5 men) 105

. . 1894 (4 men) 70

" . 1895 (4 men) 226

' d 1896 (4 men)to Dec.l) 946

(twice the number of elevators in 1896 than in 1892.)

Number of inspections 1895 4056
. Ay . 1896 (to Dec. lst) 5255
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Of the sixty-two unsafe buildings reported during the week,
eight required immediate attention by the Department and necessitated
the calling out of the Emergency Corps. Two of which, 11Q Bleecker

Street and 278 Spring Street, were very important and by the prompt and

efficient action and work of the Emergency Corps, working on Bleecker

Street all day Sunday, a very serious accident was averted. On Spring
Street, by working from 7 at night until 11 and continuing by additional

work for two or three days, a serious accident was averted.

Mr. Dahlgren, Attorney for the Department, went before the
Raines Law Investicating Committee, as it seems very evident that Dr;
Parkhurst does not fully understand the law, I think if the Doctor will
cet the assistance of good legal advice, he will find that the action of
this Department is in accordance with the Building law, and when he
econsiders all circumstances surrounding the matter, hasbeen pretty
thoroughly, reasonably and care fully carried out. I have advised said
Committee that any further information or evidence that this Department

ean furnish will be willingly given.

1 have decided, owing to the importance of the case and the
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chances that there will be many suits in regard to the #1078 Madison
Avenue disaster, that a regular soil test be made, which will be started
on the 8th instant. This will prove positively the bearing capacity

of the soil, etc..

I have suggested to Civil Service, as there have heen great
delays in getting Inspectors for this Department, that they have their
examinations far enough ahead to always have a number of men to draw
from. Also that the Building Insvectors of this Department be divided
into Mason Building Inspectors, those who are accustomed to build and
superintend such buildings as are now being built throughout the main
portion of the City and in which masonry, iron work and ‘fireproof cén—
struction are the most essential and prominent parts, and Carpenter
Building Insfectors, those who have been accustomed to build frame
structures and lighter class of buildings, which are bullt beyond the
fire limits and the outlying districts and annexed territory, so as to
be able to place in both classes of buildings, men thoroughly competent
to handle the men under them. I suggested this some months ago hut the
Commissioners, for some reason or other, have been unable to get them
to act upon the matter. They %ave'now promised to do it and I hope that

if I can pay the proper wages, I shall be able to secure the most com-
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petent help possible for this most important work.
Yours respectfully,
SR

( 3 ) 18 1 AN
y V'V

Superintendent of Buildings.




against

WILLIAM L. FINDLEY,
Attorney to Fire Department,

Nos. 157 and 159 East 67th Street,

New York.
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Hon. William .. 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-
As promised Mr, Roosegvelt yesterday, at the meeting before
Your Honor of the heads of the different Departments of the city,
I herein enclose copy of letter sent him, giving the exact jurisdiction
of this Department.

In sending copy to you, knowing your deep interest in this
matter, I wish to call your attention to the faet that this covers all
the main points of jurisdiction of this Department, and the law under
which we act.

Yours respectfully,

7

/] &
i — . Yo
"7 _‘//‘/,.//. s 4 g{

““T3up't of B'ldgs

In Ré of Raines Law




B.DeY

Dec. 8th, 1896.

Hon. Theodore Roosevelt,

President, Board of Police Commissioners.
My dear Mr. Roosevelt:-

In compliance with your request of yesterday, 1 herewith
desire to briefly state to you the requirements of the Building Laws
in their relation to hotels in this city:

1. No building HEREAFTéR erected that is over thirty-five feet
in height can be used as a hotel unless it be fire proof. (See Section
20, Chaptgr 275, Laws of 1892). This requirement of law applies to all
buildings put up subsequently to April 9th, 1892.

- Buildings ALREADY erected, namely: Prior to April 9th, 1892,
that are five stories in height, or are four stories in height with a
basement above a cellar, must comply with the provisions of Section 16,
Chapter 275, Taws of 1892, if the same are altered to be used as hotels.

The provisions of this section comprehend certain fire proof changes in

the building. If the building exceeds five storiss in height there

are additional fire proof requirements.

/ J notice that it is claimed by the Society for the Prevention
of Crime that this section applies to all buildings. I have consulted,
however, with my Attorney, Mr. Dahlgren, in regard to this matter, and
he informs me that there can be no doubt that the Society is mistaken
in its construction of the statute.

With regard to fire escapes I would say that that is a matter
left by the law entirely to the discretion of the Superintendent of
Buildingé (See Section 34, Chapter 275, Laws of 1892), and that this
discretion is only to be exercised when that official deems the means
of egress insufficient.

The ahove are the main provisions of law applicable to hotels

in this city. 'There are several others of minor importance, such as




To Hon. Theodore Roosevelt.

the provision that all hotels shall have a stop-cock in the sidewalk to
shut off the gas (See Section 26, Chapter 275, Laws of 1892), a compli~
ance with which is always easily secured on account of the small cost
arising therefrom.

The provisions of law applicable to other hotels are such as
apply in general to all buildings over the city.

I would here add that this Department has no jurisdiction
over the light and ventilation of hotels. From what I have herein set
forth, you will readily see that there are hundreds of buildings which
may be used as hotels without any interference on the part of this De-
partment. In quite a number of cases where I attempted to act, the
owners deniad my right, the matter was referred to Mr. Dahlgren, and he
decided thadt the provisions of law did not apply.

In closing I would beg to say that while I am ever ready, as

a citizen, to aid in the enforcement of the 1éw, that the main object

of the creation of the Department of Buildings was the physical safety
of the people and not their moral security; that, therefore, while I
am ready to aid to the best of my endeavor in the anforcement of the
Raines Law, yet I cannot see how it is just for this Department to be
held responsible in any way for the non-enforcement of that law.
4 have the honor to remain,
Very respectfully,
(Signed)STREVENSON CONSTABLE

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon. William L. 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-
¥ill you please advise me if apd when concert hall license

has been issued for #332 Bowery, as they hgve done work there contrary
to our approval.

Upon knowing the date of issuance of license (if issued)
I shall be pleased to inform you at once aa'to what action I would
advise.

Yours respectfully,

/

7

i rtdenO7 e
Sup't of B'ldgs.

(Dic.8.C3)
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sirs--
I submit herewith a synopsis of the Operations of
this Department for the Week ending December 12th, 1896.
Respectfully,

7 )
e

uperintendent of Buildings.

..'({' X
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Synopsis of Operations for the Week ending Dec. 12, 1896.

Plans filed for New Buildings - Main Office 26
Estimated Cost : $583,800.
Plans filed for New Buildings -~ Branch Office
Estimated Cost $229,100,
filed for Alterations - Main Office
Estimated Cost $56,450.
filed for Alterations - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $4,520,
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building Notices issued
Fire Escap® Notices issued
Violation Notices issued
Fire Escape Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation Cases forwarded for prosecution
Unsafe Building Cases forwarded for prosecution
Complaints lodged with the Department
Fron & Steel Inspections made




ROATRIHT AYARNGA,
S.W.CORNER I8TH ST,

( ”;I'[V[MS‘O” C?MSTABLEQD s

O A0 /4 //x,/ji /)
T superiNTEN D?ﬁm BW it /?// ///// _Depember 14/'96.

The enclosed list of some of the highest buildings in the city,
either entirely built or finished since I have been here, I think
will be interesting as it illustrates the great height to which many are

being constructed.

It gives me pleasure to report that the system adopted of photo-
graphing bad work or careless construction has proved very advantageous
to the Department, and is becoming a great aid in proving the existence
of careless work and in insuring immediate cbrmcucn of the defects.

In unsafe buildings, such as the Broome 8treet, of which I anclese two
photographs, it enables us to have a record of the sxact condition that
exists at the time of our taking action in a matter, thus saving grui
cost to the city in having afterwards to go to the expei:se of a lawsuit,

-«

etc.

Finding that the second floor of the building in which our Branch
Office across the Harlem is located, is now vacant, if a reasonable
arrangement can be made, I think of taking the same in place of the

present third floor. I will advise you further.

Yqurs respectfully,
P ol
F / — -¢/
{/(,//," AT &Y

Sup't of B'ldgs.
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HEIQGHT OF BU1 as.

Americgn Burety fo., Broadway, Corner of Pine Street.
35,3tories;_ Height 306 ft. i in. - 84 ft. B in. by 85 ft. 6 in.

American Tract Society, Nassau Cor. Spruce Street.
23 Stories; Height 306 ft, =~ 100 ft, 7 in. by 94 ft. 6 in.

Manhattan Life Insurance Co., 64 - 68 Broadway.
17 Stories; Height 348 ft. = 67 ft. by 125 Tt.

New York Life Iﬁsurance Co., Broadway and Leonard Street.
12 Stories; Height 244 ft, - 60 ft, fropt, 82 ft. rear, 400 ft. deep

St. Paul Building, Broadway and Ann Street.

26 Stories; Height 308 ft. - 39 ft, 4 in. by 27 ft. by 104 ft. by
ey 54 ft. 3 in. by 83 ft.

-

Bank of Commerce, Nassau and Cedar Streets.

20 Stories; Height 270 ft. - 106 ft. 2 in. by 109 ft. 6 in.

Gillender Building, Wall and Nassau Streets.
16 Stories; Height 273 ft. - 26 ft. by 73 ft. 6 1/2 in.

St. James Building, Braodway & 26th Street.
16 Stories; Height 204 ft. - 94 ft. 8 1/2 in. by 148 ft. 11 1/2 in.
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13 to 21 Park Row.
25 Stories; Height 382 ft. = 104 ft. 2 in. by 153 5. k1L 1in,

Bowling Green Building, 5 - 11 Broadway.
16 Stories; Height 272 ft. - 162 ft. by 201 ft.




against

WILLIAM L. FINDLEY,

Attorney to Fire Department,

Nos. 157 and 159 East 67th Street,
New York.
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No. 13 William Street,

New York City, December 17th,1896

Stephen Constable, Esq.,
Superintendent of Buildings,
: New York City.
Dear Sir:~
The Bxecutive Committee of the Society for the Prevention of Crime -

has received a communication from your Department regarding "Raines law"
hotels. We do not agree with your construction of Section 480 of the
Consolidation Act, as amended. We believe that it applies to all
buildings that have been altered in any way to become hotels regardless
of height. The making of bedrooms by partitions or otherwise is a
sufficient alteration.

ﬂay we urge your use of the power to bring actions in courts
of record and 6o obtain injunctions preventing the continuance of busi=-
ness in premises where the fire and building laws have been disregarded ?_

We have in mind the instituting of proceedings of this nature
and other proceedings, but we prefer to wait and give your Department the
opportunity of commencing.

From our observations it appears thst many of the "Raines ho-
tels" made their alterations and are doing business without any permit
from you. A comparison of the list of hotels with your list of permits
issued willishow the places that we mean. These offending places are
subject to your visitation.

. Will you kindly remember that our communications to you are

entirely impersonal ?

We respectfully request you to proceed by actions for penale

ties and by actions for injunetions to compel compliance with Section

480 of the Laws of 1882, as amended (page 28 of your Manual}, at the
hotels Nos. 74 Stanton Street, 139 Uhrystie Street, 61 Forsyth Street,
65 Mott Street, 75 Mulberry Street, 22 Baxter Street, 89 Park Street,




169 BEast Houston Street, 85 Chrystie Street, 20 Bayard Street, 117 Mul=~
berry Street, 20 Baxter Street, 17 Baxter Street, and 6 Mott Street and
to prevent the doing of business at sald places while the law is not
obeyed.

Very respectfully yours,

(signed) T. D. Kenneson,

Secretary.




Dec. 18, 1896.

To the

Executive Committee of the Society for the Prevention of Crime.

My dear Sirs:-
I am in receipt of your communication of December 17th,
and have dyly considered its contents.

The interpretation that I have attached to Section 480 is
pursuant to the advice of my Attorney, Mr. Dahlgren. In his opinion,
the section in question does not apply to buildings that are under five
stories, or to structures that are under four stories in height above
a basement and cellar.

As the gentleman in question is the person designated by law
to determine such questions, I certainly do not feel justified in gdopt-
ing an interpretation contrary to what he thinks.

.Ip view of the difference of opinion, however, that appears
to exist concerning the construction to be placed upon Section 480, I
have determined to refer the question to the Corporation Counsel, and
will enforce the law accordingly, unless overruled by the Courts.

Trus ting that this will satisfy your Soclety, I am,

Yours very respectfully,
(Signed) Stevenson Constable

Superintendent of Buildings.




December 18, 1896.

This list taken frak yours of the 17th, will be examined into immediate-

ly.

To the Executive Committee of the Society for the Prevention of Crime,

T. D. Kenneson, Secy.

RAINES LAW HOTELS.

74 Stanton Street, 139 Chrystie Street, 61 Forsyth Street, 65 Mott Street

75 Mulberry Street, 22 Baxter Street, 89 Park Street, 169 East Houston
Street, 85 Chrystie Street, 20 Bayard Street, 117 Mulberry Street,

20 Baxter Street, 17 Baxter Street and 6 Mott Street.




Dec. 18, 1896.

Hon. Francis M. Scott,
Counsel to the Corporation, 2 Tryon Row, City.
Dear Sir:-

Kindly advise me whether the following provision of law ap—.
plies to ALL buildings which are hereafter altered to be occupied as
hotels, or only to such as are five stories in height, or have a basement
'and four stories in height above a cellar. The requirement in question
reads: '

"Every building hereafter altered to be occupied as a hotel,
and every bullding hereafter erected or altered to be occupied as a
lodging~house, and every tenemené-house, apartment house and dwelling-
house five stories in height, or having a basement and four stories in
height above a cellar, hereafter erected or altered to be occupied by
one or more families on any floor above the first, shall have the first
floor above the cellar or lowest story constructed fireproof with iron
or steel beams and brick arches." (Section 16, Chapter 275, Laws of
1892) -

As it is extremely important for this Departhent to be properly
posted w11h~regard to the above question, I would request your views
at an early date.

I enclose an opinion written by my Attorney on the 13th day
of May last, in which on Pages 6 and 7, he discusses the above matter.
As his interpretation, however, has been disputed by the Society for
the Prevention of Crime for this City I hereby, pursuant to Section 216
of the Consokidation Act, refer the matter to your office.

‘I have the honor to remain,
Yours very respectfully,

(81gned) STEVENSON CONSTABLE

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-

In answer to your communication of the 18th inst, I enclose
copy of letter forwarded by me to the Society for the Prevention of
Crime, in answer to one rfeceived from them, copy of which I also
enclose yprewith.

Immediately upon receipt of their letter, I decided this
was the best step to take, as the laws under which we act in this matter
have been so thoroughly digested and defined by my Attorney, that I
thought this would be the best way to show my thorough willingness to
co-operate with them in every reasonable and honorable way.

I have had my Attorney suggest to Senator Raines an amendment
to the Raines Law, which if Your Honor and the eitizens of this c}ty deem
it a reasonable and good law, I think will greatly aid in preventing
future iiqunderstandings of the law and violations of the same.

Awaiting your further advice, I am,

Yours respectfully,

ﬁ//)g’i;éaa¢467 4

Sup't of B'1dgs
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:--
I submit herewith a Synopsis of the Operations of
this Department for the Week ending December 19th, 1896.

Respectfully,

,'v ?l{ {g& , ; 5 \
Superintandent or Buildings.'
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Synopsis of Operations for the Week ending Dec. 19, 1896 .

Plans filed for New Buildings - Main Office
Estimated Cost i $330,700.
filed for New Buildings - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $225,600.
filed‘for Alterations -~ Main Office
Estimated Cost $162,200.
Plans filed for Alterations - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $5,200.
Buildings reported as unsafe
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Other violations of law reported
Unsafe Building Notices issued
Fire Escapé Notices
Violation Noiices issued
Fire Escape Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation Cases forwarded for prosecution
Complaints lodged with the Department

Iron & Steel inspections made

oooOooo-----




NE 22:0) EQURTIH AVENUGE,

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

STEV[MS‘ON CONSTABLE e

— @ —

suézR/NTENDENr

Hone Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor, City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
Heving carefully gone over all matters relating to the

Appropriation for this Department for 1897 in accordance with our last

interview, I have sent memoranda this day referring to same, to Mr.

Charles V. Adee, Secretary of the Board of Apportionment.

Allow me to thank you for your careful examination, consider-
ation and thought of these matters, and hope that as the needs are soO
urgent, you may be able to provide the necessary means.

Yours respectfully,

v/f )

y ///"
ﬁy’//f/f{f‘v /’
Superintendent of Buildings.

Dic.S8.C.
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Hon; Wm, L, Strong,

Mayor, City of New York.
Dear Sir:=-

| I beg to advise you-in regard to a resolution approved by the
Board of Aldermen on December 23rd, 1896, in'regard to the closing of
public offices on "Saturday, December 26th, 1896 and Saturday, January
2nd, 1897" that I deem it impossible for this Department to close on
those days on account of the volume of work in hahd; th§ great delay it
would cause to the public dealing with the Deparﬁment and the daily

routine inspection of buildings in course of construction and also the

great danger the public will be subjected to by the withdrawal of the
forces of this Department from routine services for three days in suc-
cession at each period. |

Hoping this meets with your approval, I am,

- Very respectfully,

G 7 s e 83, g
Superintendent of Buildings.
(Dic.S,.C,)
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:--
I submit herewith a Synopsis of the Operations of
this Department for the Week ending December 26th, 1896.

Respectfully,

( }//z”;/k/a/ 2

Superintendent of Buildings.
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SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC. 26th, 1896.

filed for New Buildings - Main Office 28
Estimated Cost ; $686,000,
Plans filed for New Buildings -~ Branch Office
Estimated Cost $102,200.
Plans filed for Alterations -~ Main Office
Estimated Cost $48,300.
filed for Alterations - Branch Office
Estimated Cost $11,200.
Buildings reported for additional means of escape
Buildings reported as unsafe
Othér violations of law reported
Unsafe*Building Notices issued
Fire Escape Notices issued
Violation Notices issued
Fire Escape Cases forwarded for prosecution
Violation Cases forwarded for prosecution
Unsafe Building Cases forwarded for prosecution

Complaints lodged with the Department

Iiron & Steel Inspections made
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-

Allow me to thank you for your interest in the examination
into the needs and requirements of this Department, and for your aid in
obtaining the granting of the various sums which the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment have allowed, increasing the appropriation for the
operation of this Department.

While I regret exceedingly that they could not see their way
to grant the full amount asked for and necessary, and also to make
proper provision for the inspection of music halls, etc. according to
law, for the Emergency Corps, and for the storage and safe keeping pf
records, I shall do the very best I can with the appropriation granted.

“Again thanking you, I remain,

Yours respectfully,

(_//ﬁ/&xwz‘éﬂ/

Sup't of B'ldgs.

(Die.s.C.)










