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ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS .

There are seven bureaus in the Department of Public
Works, as designated by the Consolidation Act of 1882,
viz: the Burseau of Chief Engineer of the Croton Aqueduct,
Bureau of Water Purveyor, Bureau of Streets and Roads,
Bureau of Lamps and Gas, Bureau of Repairs and Supplies,
Bureau of Incumbrances and Bureau of Water Register.

There are also offices not attached to any bureau,
viz: the office of the Engineer in Charge of Sewers, the
office of the Consulting Engineer and staff, and the
office of the assistant engineer in charge of surveys and
maps for street openings and new streets.

The organization by bureaus has been handed doWn
from the organization of the former aqueduct department
and the former street department, which were consolidated
into the Department of Public Works by the charter of
1870.

DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF BUREAUS.

Bureau of Chief Engineer of the Croton Aqueduct.

This Bureau has charge of all matters pertaining to
the City's water supply, including over 400 square miles
of the watershed of the Croton, Bronx and Byram Rivers;
the streams, dams, reservoirs,.lakes and ponds which
are tributary to the City,s water supply; the sanitary
measures provided by law for the suppression and removal

of nuisances in these watersheds which tend to the pollu-

tion of the City's water supply; the care, maintehance




2
and repairs of all dams, reservoirs, conduits and struc-
tures for collecting the water supply; the entire system:
for receiving and distributing the water supply in the
City, which, on Pecember 31lst, 1895, included 750 miles
of water-mains, 7,921 stop-cocks, and 9,882 fire-hydrants;
the construction, maintenance and operation of high serviee
pumping works to supply consumers on the ground above
the level at which water can be delivered by gravity; the
measures for the suppression and prevention of waste of
water, the chief of which is the compulsory use of water
meters and payment for water at meter rates; the making
of surveys of lands and the preparation of maps, etc., for
the Aqueduct Commissioners. In addition to these duties,
this Bureau is charged with the preparation of plans, con-
tracts and specifications for other engineering works,
with the execution of which the Department is charged
by special laws from time to time. The number of
water-meters in use December 31lst, 1895, was 32,329.
The force employed on repairs of water-mains, stop-cocks
and hydrants is also under the immediate charge of this
bureau.

Bureau of Water Purveyor.

This Bureau has charge of all work on street pave-
ments south of the Harlem River, except Macadam roadways.

On December 31st, 1895, there were 387 miles of paved

streets, with an area of 9,143,914 squaré yards. In 18956

the Bureau laid 89,267 square yards of new granite

block pavement, covering more than 10 miles of streets,

and 127,093 yards of asphalt, covering about 7-1/@ miles
of streets. This Bureau also has charge of regulating

and grading streets, curbing and flagging sidewalks,

; fencing vacant lots and allotment of house numbersg. Under
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' the laws and ordinances, the duty of keeping the sidewalks
in proper repair devolves upon the abutting property
owners. When complaint is received that any property
owner neglects this duty, the Superintendent of Street
Improvements notifies the delinquent to make the needed
repairs. If the notice is disregarded, the Commissioner
of Public Works makes certificate to the Board of Alder-
men of the necessity of the repairs as a basis for the
adoption of an ordinance directing this Department to do

the necessary work, and have the cost assessed on the

abutting property. The Bureau of Water Purveyor also
eeds, oo
issues the permitﬁﬁfor street vaults, guy-posts, and for

building fires on streets for heating roofing material,

subject to the approval of the Commissioner.

Bureau of Streets and Roads.

This Bureau has charge of the Macadam roadways and
the unpaved streets in the upper part part of the City.
There are 22 miles of Macadam roadways, and 65 miles of
unpaved streets. The maintenance of the Macadam roadways
includes sprinkling in dry weather to prevent dust, and
the cultivation and maintenance of shade-trees planted

by the City and charged in local assessments.

Bureau of Lamps and Gas.

This Bureau has charge of all public lamps, of which
there were 25,493 gas lamps, 2,752 electric lamps, 233
naphtha lamps, making a total of 28,477 lamps in use on
623—5/2 miles of streets, including the newly annexed
territory, on December 31st, 1895, It has also charge
of the service of gas lighting aﬁd electric lighting in
the municipal buildings and offices.

Bureau of Repairs and Supplies.

All municipal buildings, including armories and




markets, but excluding the buildings used by the Board

of Education, the Police Department, the Fire Department,
the Park Department, the Dock Department and the Depart-
ment of Charities and Correction, are under the charge

of this Bureau, in respect to maintenance and repairs.

The Bureau is also charged with the furnishing of supplies
furniture and law books for all the courts and municipal
offices, and the heating and cleaning of the offices. It
also has charge of the 15 free floating baths in respect
to all work of construction, superintendence and operation

of the baths.

Bureau of Incumbrances.

The duty of this Bureau is to remove and prevent
obstructions on all streets and sidewalks in the entire
territory of the City, in which there are about 600
miles of streets. The entire force allowed by annual
appropriations consists of the superintendent, three

clerks and six inspectors.

Bureau of Water Register.

This Bureau is charged with the collection of revenue
from the water service. The collections for 1895 are

about $3,508,000.

Office of the Engineer in Charge of Sewers.

This‘offiﬁjJis practically a separate bureau though

desgunalde
not so steted by statute. It has charge of the entire

system of sewerage and drainage south of the Harlem

River, which, on December 31st, 1895, inciuded 468 miles
of sewers, with 5,649 receiving-basihs. FProm six to ten
miles of new sewers are constructed each year in extend-

ing the system.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, City of New York.

My dear Sir:- .
I notice in your recent annual message that you propose

to call the attention of the Board of Aldermen in a special message to

the Department of Public Works.

o

e
You will permit me to suggest for your consideration whether

or not some steps should meg be taken during the present year looking
to the constructibn of urinals in various parts of the City., I think
of nothing at the moment that would do more to accommodate the people
than to make a start in the construction ofurinals.

This thought having occurred to me, I take theliberty of
presénting it to you for such action as in your judgment you may deem
propers

Yours faithfully,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor,

My dear Mr. Strong:-

In reply to your inquiry as to who pays for the
break in the croton water pipe in West 57th Street, I beg to.advisme
you that the Water Purveyor informs me that in such cases the City
pays the expense, If a break should occur in the serviee pipe, the
owner of the property to which the service pipe belongs would be re-
quired to pay the expense of its repair,

Faithfully yours,

./

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.




f%/mf i %@’ M %/
A, %7/ 77

\
‘9{47 % \L =/

%I % i A Al u.a///,utfr%
= “7‘ /ayf/éi ~/ Lunds S2 o4 G-
//u/%,«» /Hl/ﬁwcﬂ %244»71
-m/«/M Aflly, ark
e W//f}c/: . Leve Hy %
ot Aefhn L for e
Ww} AL M /MM A

S el Moo foiniog . oF-He
W 7 14 %f, :“//:{? W/’ﬂ‘h/(
T i ok
B il s s 27
CWl//*K”LM ﬂ%f@/ /ﬂc H# Aune annd

/ 4/ A0 T atbte /n///b/ 7//7{
44@ W#uz a 7_4«,1 Afm

//[17, @ae 4:%?‘4 a

/ﬂfr\,( ﬂ—w"/,ufmm wam?%m







,//;‘ﬂ/ e e

| B b o b R
4 /?///////////// // Twhr 7 7,
F7 \;fj’[/;”‘/;/d‘ %,,/}

(._’oa.:u:i.'t:lJz‘qu&z & (%fca
January26,/ ( S'y | S e

¥. B. Frederick, Esq.

Bear 8ir:

Replying to the petition, signed by
yon and others, for an asphalt pavement on
52nd Street, between lst Avenue and the East
River, I beg leave to inform you that a petitiom
has already been received for an asphalt pave-
ment on 51st Street, from the East River to
4th Avenue. The necessity for asphalt on
these parts of 5lst and 52nd Streets is almost
jdentical, except that 5lst Street has two
schools, and the Water Purveyor recommends that
the latter street be asphalted this year, and
52nd Street at some subsequent time, our
appropriations for asphalt being so limited,
and the streets requiring asphalt so numerous,
that we cannot pave both streets this year.

1 concur in his recommendation, and steps will
be taken to have 51lst Street paved with asphalt
from 4th Avenue to the East River as early as
practicable.

Very respectfully,

CLAEN o2
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,
; fransmitted through theé
Water Purveyor, who will please
note ¢ontenty and act acgordingly.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

Acknowledging receipt of a letter
(dated 30th ultimo) from your Secretary, with
a communication signed by V. E. Frederick and
others, I beg leave to enclose herewith a
letter addressed by me to Mr Frederick, but
which cannot be mailed because he gives no
address and his name is not in the City
directory.

very respectfully,
5,4(2r,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Enclosures:

Mr Frederick's letter
letter to Mr Frederlck. and




LAW DEPARTMENT,
Copy . Office of the Counsel to the Corporation,
New York, January 23rd, 1896.

Hon. Charles H. T. Collis,
Commissioner of Public Works.

8.1 Pl

I have received a letter from yourself, dated the
16th inst., stating that tm the course of the construc-
tion of the Court Building on West 53rd Street it was
found necessary to make a change in the style and
pattern of the steam boilers from the upright Babcock
boilers, called for in the original contract for the
entire building, to horizontal tubular boilers, because
the available space in the cellar between the floor
and ceiling was not sufficient to admit the Babcock
bollers; that by direction of Commissioner Brookfield the

architect prepared the specifications for the change,

and, with letter of October 16th, 1895, there was sub-

mitted to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, for
approval, the form of a supplementary contract and
specifications stating that the change would involye no
additional cost and that the contractor and his sureties
had given their consent thereto. The subject was
referred to the Comptroller, who subsequently submitted

a report that the new boilers would cost $1,399 less than
the Babcock boilers, and that allowance should be made in
the supplementary contract for the reduction in cost.

The contractor insists that with or without the change
in boilers, he is entitled to the full amount of his con-
tract, and that the change involves other and additional‘
work for him in the construction of flues, etc., for which
he was not to be otherwise compensated.

You enclose letter of December 14th to the architect

from the contractor, that you speak of as a letter from




the architect, and a letter from the architect of
December 16th. Also a letter from Baker, Smith and Co.,
with reference to the relative cost of Babcock and Wilcox'
boilers and horizontal tubular boilers; also letters from
Mr Graham, Superintendent of Repairs and Supplies, of
December 19th and January 13th.

Your question is as to whether or not Contractor
Murphy can be compelled to allow a reduction on the con-

tract price for the building in consequence of the

change from Babcock and Wilcox boilers to horizontal

tubular boilers which would involve a difference in cost
in favor of the horizontal tubular boilers of some
$1,399.

I have examined the contract with reference to this
work, and find that the contractor is entitled to a lump
sum as a consideration of the contract.

If the change from the Babcock boiler to the horiz-
ontal boiler is ordered by the City, through the architect
and he complies with the order, he is entitled to his
full compensation notwithstanding any difference im the
cost.

I am
Yours respectfully,

(S8igned) FRANCIS M. SCOTT,

Counsel to the Corporation.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, and
Chairmgn, Board of Estimate and Apportiomment.
Dear Sir:

By letter of October 16th, 1895, I submitted
to your Board, for approval and authorization, the form
of a contract supplementary to the contract for a Court
Building in West 53rd Street and West 54th Street,
authorized by chapter 43, Laws of 1892, providing for a
change of boilers from the Babcock and Wileok bodlars,
called for in the original contracty to horizontal tubular
boilers, together with such changes and additiongl work
on flues, smoke-stack, etc., as were involved thereby,

The change was rendered necessary by the unforeseen
necessity of laying a very thick cement floor in the
cellar and boiler room to keep out subsoil water which
was unexpectedly encountered. This diminished the space
between floor and ceiling so as not to leave sufficient
room for the Babcock and Wilcox boilers, and the horizont-
al tubular boilers proposed in the supplementary contract
were found to be the very best possible substitute. The
Superintendent bf Repairs and Supplies haéAreported to
me that, for heating purposes, they are superior to the
Babcock and Wilcox boilers.

Your Board has deferred action in the matter in
consequence of a report by the Comptroller that the

cost of the substktuted boilers is $1,399 less than the
cost of the Babcock and Wilcox boilers, and that a corres-

‘ﬁponding allowance or reduction should be made in the
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contract price for the building. The fact of such

diminished cost is verified by information which I obtain-
ed on investigation.

The contractor for the building, however, has
declined to make or accept any reduction, and the Counsel
to the Corporation has given me his opinion, dated the
23rd inst. (copy enclosed) that the contractor is
entitled to the full lump sum of his contract, if the
change is duly ordered, notwithstanding any difference in
the cost of the boilers.

I would respectfully impress upon your Board the
necessity of its immediate action on the proposed supple-
mentary contract, in order that the completion of the
building may not be retarded by further delay.

Very respectfully,

% f/1¢ )’1/

Commissioner or Public Tbrks. :
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Dear Sir;

I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd
inst., asking for permit to construct two curves to
Qonnect your 59th Street tracks vith the tracks on Eighth
Avenue:

This, I presume, is the initial step to taking
physical possession of the tracks of the Eighth Avenue
Railway Company. |

I am informed‘thaf you contemplate at an early
day changing the motive power on this line, Pnd upon the
Sixth Avenue line, which you have also recently acquired.
I therefore think it well to give you my views upon the
subject at once, that you may be saved needless and expens-
ive preparations for work, some of which may have to be
dedayed.

Sixth and Eighth Avenues.are two of the most
important North and South streets in the City, and are
already burthened with their fullsshare of traffic, all
of which must be diverted to geventh Avenue during the
period that your new construction takeﬁ possessaion of

these streets, excepting that portidn'bf it which may be

willing to go out of its way to avail itself of Fifth

Avenue. The Seventh Avenue roadway is in‘sudh poor
condition that it cannot be depended upon to take care of
this increased traffic; in fact my repalr gangs would

have to be kept constantly at work upon it, and this
would be an additional embarrassment to travel.




None of this traffic camn well be thrown upon
the East side, because the Second Avenue Rallway
Company contemplates changing its motive power this
Spring, thus closing amother of the great arteries of
travel.

I may add that there is a bill before the
legislature (not of my suggestion) authorizing me to
repave Fifth Avenue from 9th Street to Central Park; and
that I am now making surveys looking to the paving of
one of the Bast side Avenues with asphalt, to accommo=
date the heavy traffic, to and fro, on that side of tﬁe
City.

These municipal improvements are paramount to
the rights af private corporations and cannot halt to
suit the convenience of Railway Companies, nitwithstand=-
ing more rapid transit is desirable. Something, there¥
fore, will have to be postponed, otherwise the traffic '

on this island will be entirely paralyzede.

Your prompt acquiesence in all suggestions here-

tofore made to you by me, touching your use of the
public highways, justifies the belief that we shall be
able to agree that the work proposed by you will be 80
executed that the minimum inconvenience will be in~-
flicted upon the ‘¢itizens. ;
Please, therefore, advisé me as early as possi=-
ble, of some scheme which will accommodate itself to the
views herein expressed.
Very respectfuliy yours,
Charles H.T. Collis,
Commissioner of Public
; | Works.
H.H. Vreeland, Esq.,

President, ebe. idishollin Jadtin (w«J ;
621 Broadway’ City. *
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I enclose you a copy of a
letter I wrote some days ago to the Metropolitan
Traction Company, touching the demand they are
about to make for the, occupancy of Sixth and
Eighth Avenues, to change the motive power to
electricity.

You will observe that it is not at all
"aggressive", and will probably produce the result
I desire.

I send it to your house, because I am
sure you will there find a leisure minute or two
to read it.

Yours very truly,

Gharlea N (22
BRI .

ey By N
Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.
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My dear Sir:

Complaints were received at this office during last summer
of the custom practised by horse-railroad companies of establishing relay
stations in the public streets where large numbers of horses were
picketed during the day time to the inconvenience of the publie and to
the detriment of health and cleanliness.

As these railway companies are all amply able to rent intermediate
stables for these horses, it occurs to me that at this season of the
year it would be well to advise them that they must provide other means
for caring for their animals next summer, and I think most of them would
avail themselves of the suggestion.

As many of these licenses have been granted from year to year by
the Common Council, I should like very much to receive your authority
to notify these companies to make such provision next summer as will
render the granting of privileges for horse-relays in the streets un-
necessary, and this would deter them from applying to the Common Council
where such privileges are always too readily granted.

Very respectfully yours, !
%W {/&4 2//&4’
ubl ¢ Works.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

(List of relay stations enclosed.)




42nd St. & Grand St R. R.
Ave B & Dry Dock R R,

2nd Ave R. R.,

IManhattanville, 42 St & Boul'd
Ro Ro’

Eighth Avenue R. R.,

Belt Line R. R.,
|
1Sixth Ave. R. R.,

Seventh Ave. R. R.,
|

The following is the list of relay stations:

Locations:

14 St. 100 ft E of 3rd Ave
Stables 14 St bet. Aves A&B

29th St E of 2nd Ave.

Stables 42 St E of 4 Ave.

Abingdon Sq., also in the
vicinities of 8th Ave and
63rd and 153rd Sts.

Battery Park and 14th St.,,
bet. Aves. C. & D.

6th Ave. & 8th St., and
stables 6th Ave and 44th
S5t .

Greenwich Ave. and Perry
St .
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My dear Sir;

I observe byhfhe morning papers
that a Bill is on its passage at Albany, empower-
ing private corporations to tear up pavements to
lay pneumatic tubes in this City, for the trans-
mission of letters and parcels.

I have sent for a copy of the Bill.

'uy object in writing this, is to re=-
quest that should it come to you for your official
action, you will afford me an opportunity of
being heard upon the subject.

I am,

Very truly yours,

*’%fﬂ(/&dﬂ/{/,‘@ Zaat # f/zj,d

i Sy W g e

—

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor, etc.,




Office of General I; 1sr\m‘tor.
Rog)lvmzi

- {%//// et /;/ Tirtvie Mosr
Wit Fpwes //f// Y, )//////
TS Clorrratond SEHoran 7

(?/dé/'ﬁ;iéégéi February 5th, /7262b3

Gen. C. H. T. Collis,
Commissioner of Public Works.
Sir:

In answer to your request for a statement from me as to what oec-
curred at the interview between Mr. Brookfield and myself, and certain
men who were importuning him for places, and who have since made publie
affidavit touching the matter, I beg to submit the following:

Mr. Brookfield sent for me and said: "Mr. Barney I have some

persons in Gen. Collis's room who are importuning me for places®. I

told him that there were no vacancies in my force. He said: "You go in
and see those people and tell them what you said to me"”. I'did go into
your room, you being absent, saw those men and told them thax there
were no places vacant orvavailable at the time, but when any vacancy
should occur I would notify the Commissioner. I theﬁ 7tnt into the
other room and told Mr. Brookfield that if I had any wvacancies to fill
I did not think these men would do for the places. Wes laughed over the

matter a little and the subject was dropped.

d J ~« = &

eoneral Insp ao&.\
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I send you a letter just
received from Mr. Barney, touching the matter of
some affidavits which have been placed in your
hands.

I may say that this Department,whether
under Mr. Brookfield's administration or my own,
does not fear the }esult of any investigation you
may desire to make, if you deem the allegations
worthy thereof.

Yours very truly,

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor, etc.,













e {é7

................. !ebruaxymﬁ.wmmm/ﬁﬂiﬁé.wmm"

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

Referring to the enclosed letter,
addressed to you by Mr Robert King, 524 West
blst Street, stating that Mrs Annie Mitchell,

a cleaner in County Court House, supports a
husband who is well able to do a hard day's work
and that her place should be given to some per-
son who really needs it, I beg leave to

inform you that Mrs Mitchell gave up her
position as cleaner on January jﬂst, and that
Mrs Mary Wallace was appointed in her place.

Very respectfully,

t%ﬁégiﬂi,ﬂ/

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Enclosure.




City Sewers,

Engineer and Surveyor's Office,
Guildhall, E, C.,
6th Pebruary, 1896,

Charles H. T, Collis, Esq.,
Commissioner of Public Works,
New York.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of the 21st ultimo, addressed to the
Commissioners of Sewers, has been handed to me by the
Principal Clerk, and, in reply, I have pleasure in sending
you the following information with regard to the wood pave-
ments 1in the City of London.

These(together with the asphalt pavements in this
City) are always laid through the intervention of con-
tractors, and it is the invariable custom of the Commis-~
sion to enter into a contract for laying the pavement,
and for its maintenance by the contractor for two vears
free of cost, and for fift fiftee xggrs afterwaras at a

Fixed charge pP&r sq ua » e
e Tﬁé”TTré%“?ﬁ% ?%e ofg {nary “ereosoted wood block

pavement, laid upon a fuundation of Portland cement
concrete, six inches thick, is at the present time about
Bs/éd per yard superficial.

The cost of maintenance, which of course differs
according to the situation and the amount of traffic in
the street, varies from 94 to ls/ per yard per annum,

The Commission has recently laid out one of the
main streets in the City with Jarrah Australian hard _
wood. The blockswere five inches deep, laid upon a foun-
dation of Portland cement concrete six inches thick. The
first cost was 153/%d per yard superficial, the contractor
undertaking to maintain it for two years free of cost
and then for fifteen years at 94 per square yard per
annum.

With regard to the durability of wood pavement, it
is difficult to express an opinion, as the wear and
tear varies greatly, as stated above, according to the
locality and extent of the traffic, in addition to which,
as the pavements are maintained by the contractors for
80 long a term, it is not customary to keep a detailed
record of relays and repairs.

I may, however, state that the wood surface in the
main streets has to be relaid once, and sometimes twice,
during the contract term of maintenance.

The Jarrah pavement has only just been laid, and no
opinion of its durability can, therefore, be formed
yet.

With regard to the copies of the specifications,

I regret that as they are not printed I am unable to com-
ply with your request, but I send you a copy of the
printed form of contract, which embodies nearly all the
caluses in the specification.

I remain
Yours truly,

(8igned) D. J. Ross,

Engineer to the . Commissioners of Sewers of
the c{ty of London.
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Gen. C. H. T. Collis,
Commissioner of Publie Works.
Dear Sir:-

T herewith tronsmit a comperitive stetlement of the expense
of running the Bureau whieh T mm in charge of for similée work for the
yesr 1894, and the yezr 1805. just expired.

The state of effairs existing in the Bureéauw when I took charge
of it on the first of Maren, 1895, as ¥hown 8bove in the first part of
this statement eannexed hereto, shows thet $14,081.80 was the cost of
running the Bureau for saleaxics 2lone.

For the vear 1895, from the Lirst of Mereh to the last of
December, the cost of runming the Burean For salaries wes $8402.00,
meking a saving of §7629.20 in this one iten mlone.

Rospech Pully
7 ~M1 él é‘ﬂ/mt{

$upt . of Repairs & Supplies.
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COPY. Feb.8,1896.

Mr. D, H, Péllock,

529 Sixth Ave.

Dear Sir:-

I am in receipt of your communication of Feb
6th transmitted through the Mayor's Office complaining
of signs, flags and other obstructions in front of these
premises belonsing to one Philip H. Schnoter.

I respectfully wish to report that the owner of
these obstructions has been notified to remove them,and
if the notice is not complied with, within a reasonanle
time, the same will be taken down and removed to the
Corporation Yard.

Respectfully,
(Signed) William Henkel.

Supt. of Incumbrances.
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Feb. 8, 1896,

{
f\‘\
Mr. Job E. Hedges,

Secretary.

Dear Sir:-

I enclose herewith coepy of the communication

sent this day by me to Mr. D. H. Pollock in answer to

his complaint of February 6th.

Respectfully,
é;e2:252;%0954;ZZZ;¢/é;{1/f—

Supt. of Incumbrances,
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Genl. C, H., T. Collis,
Commissioner of Publie Works.
Sir:-
~Yesterday afternoon in response to an invi tation from Mr,
Lewis, the Engineer in Charge of Pavemen ts and Roads in Br ok lyn,
Mr. Towl e and myself went over there. The wind was so high, I éia
not dare mek e any extended trip, but we went from the Munieipzal
Building to Remsen Street, and through Remsen Street to Col umbia
Heights and to Orange, and thraugh Orange to Fulton, wi th exeur-
sions into the side streets. |
There is no doubt thet the workmanship in New York City
is superior to that in Brooklyn, the surfaces being generally
better thsn in Brooklyn. In Remsen Sﬁreet sone egmpressed rock
had been laid near the western end, which had not been successful.
The same may be said of a piece laid on 10lst Btreet, in this City,
between Lexington and 4th Averme. The difficulty in emch eaaé was
that the powder was laid during the extreme cold which we had

in November.

On Columbis Hetghts the Alcatraz Company hed lnid the

whole area, except a short distance, which was-1laid some six or
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seven years ago wi th Kentucky rock. The Kentmeky wck, 1 may say
in passing, was standing very well; in‘fact, I was surprised

to see it in such good order and with such smal 1 evi den ce oY
having been repaired. The work done by the Alcatraz Company

I am afraid will result in ultimate failure. The smface seems
to be disintegrating, not pitting as some of our pavemen?is do, but
to be wearing off generally, eithe hy traffic or the weather,
over th ewhole surface. This is a matter of in terest, because
the seme ma terial has been used by J. J. Cumings & To., mnow
the California Asthd t Company, on 20th and 21 st Btreet, West .
Wa shington Place, Barrow Street, and Spring and Clark Streets,

in this City. The work here is eminently sati sfactory, and Mr,
Lewis thinks that the partial failure is Brooklyn is dus to a
lack of skill in campounding the paving material.

In Brooklyn, as you know, there is only e five years
guarantee, and Mr, Lewis tells me that the law prescribes thaﬁ
he shall pay in full wi thin 30 days from the ¢ onpletion of the
work. That, I understand, is also the law in regard to assess-

ment work here. In vier of the possibility of 2 fallure thvough

ignomnee, either on thepart of the Water Pumeyor and his 41 n-
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spectors, on the one side, or the contractor, on the oth &, %t
lay & pavement which will last, I beg leave to suggest that 1

be empo wered, if it is possible, to draw con tracts, with a five
years guerantee, prescribing a payment of 85 pe eents on the
compl etion of the work and 3 per cent. per annum for the ensuing
years, if thepavement is satisfactory to the ComMissioner of
Public Works.

Resp ec tfully,

8
C/W%fb

Wo ter Purmeror.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

Since my recent conversation with you
in regard to the relative cost of paving with asphalt in
New York and Brooklyn, I have obtained the following
information.

In Brooklyn the manner of bidding on such
pavements, is by separate items.

1st: A price per square yard for the asphalt wearing
surface, including the binder.

2nd: A price per lineal foot for new curb, where re-
quired.

3rd: A price per linegl foot for old curb reset.
4th: A price per cubic yard of concrete foundation.
5th: A price per square foot of new bridgestone.

6th: A price per square foot of flagging relaid
(adjoining the curb)

7th: A price per square yard for relaying the old
pavement for a foundation.
The bids received in Brooklyn January 22nd last,
were unusually low, and will average:
Por wearing surfacqjor asphalt.....$1.11
curb reset...'ll....0.......'0..... 016
Concrete foundatioNe.essesesscccves 80
Flagging...o....................... .10 i
$2.17
This was on a guarantee to keep the pavement in
repair for a period of five years.
In this City the work is let out as a whole, the
contractor  in each case bidding for the complet; pave~-

ment. The last bid was §2.75 per square y@rd, on a




2.

guarantee to keep the pavement in repair for five years. »

The asphalt required in Brooklyn is one-half

1nch,(or zq%gﬁhinner than that called for in New York,

and the traffic there being much lighter than here, the
contractor takes that into consideration in estimating
the amount of repairs he will have to put upon the street
during the existence of his guarantee.

Our "Consulting Engineer" informs me that at:
least Fifty-five cents per square yard should be allowed
for these two items, which would bring the cost of Brook-
lyn pavement if laid under the conditions which apply to
the New York pavement, up to $2.72.

I enclose a letter from Mr. North, the Water
Purveyor, who has made a persconal inspection of the com~-
parative merits of the Brooklyn and New York pavementa.‘

Yours very truly,

@L/&t&d W 77 /f‘ yd
e ey o oy

—

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

Mayor,
N.Y. City.
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General Charles H. T. Collis,

Cormissioner of Public VWorks.
Dear Sir:-

Referring to the enclosed communication relative to the re-
moval of five push-carts from the sidewalk in front of 121 Orchard St.
I respectfully wish to state that these wagens were removed dyring a
raid made by this Department during the night time of February 12th.

Numerous complaints are continuallly being received at this De-
partment in relation to the storing of all kinds of vehicles upen the
sidewalks: the most recent ofwhich are from the City vigilance League
of 46 & 48 Ridge St., Mrs. Rebecca Frecam of the same Society, and the
Police Department.

Upon investigation of these complaints I find wagons, trucks,
push-carts, and in fact all kinds of vehicles are stored upon the pub=
1ic sidewalks by the owners of the same 10 evade the enforcement of the
law against them by the Street Cleaning Departiment, who remove vehicles
from the carriageway only.

The storing of vehicles on the sidewalks is one of the most
grieveus evils encountered by this Bureau in the performance of 1its
duty. :

The obstruction of the public sidewalks by these people is net the
only reason that complaints are made, but of the great convenience it
affords to commit nuisances in these overcrowded districts and in many
cases complaints have been received from the Health Department for this
reasoh.

I find in many instances the storing of vehicles on the sidewalk
is only done through custom, and not from necessity as many of the
owners who persist in violating the law in this respect have ample room
to store these vehicles inside of the building instead of on the
sidewalk.

The only remedy to insure the free and clear condition of our
sidewalks is a strict and impartial enforcement of the lam,and this is
never done oppressively.

The five push-carts referred to belonging to Mrs. Rappaport are
new in the Corporation Yard, and may be redeemed by the owner by apply-
ing at this office for an order for the same, and paying the charges
for tle cost of removal.

Respectfully,

oo L

Supt. of Incumbrances.
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My dear Sir;
I enclose you a report from Mr.

Henkel, Superintendent of the Bureau of Incum-
brances, upon the subject of the complaint of-
Mrs. Rappaport, 121 Orchard Street.

Mr. Henkel informs me that these people have
been frequently notified of this vioclation of the
law, which is complained of by the citizens of

the neighborhood, but they have utterly disre~

garded his admonitions.

By degrees we are getting these nulsances
abated, and in no case that has come to my know=-
ledge has there been the slightest oppression.

i am, very truly yours,

@W 2 lloa

SSRGSy SRR, ""——"_—""'N\\

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor.
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My dear Sir;

Some weeks ago a Bill was introduced at
Albany, authorizing the pavement of Fifth Avenue with
wood, and I deemed it my dutyAat once to write a letter
to the authorities of the City of London, where this pave-
ment has been in use for some years, requesting a copy of
the specifications used in inviting proposals.

This morning I am in receipt of a very interest-
ing letter upon that subject from the Commissioner of
Sewers of that City.

You will see that the letter incidentally
refers to asphalte pavements, which the Commissioner says
are always laid on a seventeen years guarantee, at a
fixed charge per square yard, per annum for repairs, no
charge, however, being made for the first two years.

I presume the first two years constitute the
period of their severest test.

It is desirable that you should know this, in
view of oﬁr recent conversation upon the subject.

Please return me enclosure,

And oblige,
Yours very truly,

T

Hon. Wm. L. Strongg

Mayor,
N.Y. Gity.




LAW DEPARTMENT,
Office of the Counsel to the Corporation,
Copy. New York, May 18th, 1895.

Hon. Charles H, T. Collis,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Sir:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated
the 8th inst., asking me to look at the agreement made
between the City and the Street Sprinkling Association in
order that I may inform you whether it has any greater
force and effect than a license, and, if not, whether it
is not revocable at the option of the City.

The agreement in question is dated the 26th of April,
1893, and at the time of its execution, the Commissioner
of Public Works was authorized by chapter 267 of the laws
of 1893, which went into effect on the 4th of April of
that year, and which amended section 337 of the Consoli-
dation Act, to "grant a license or privilege to the
Street Sprinkling Association for the sprinkling of all
streets, avenues, roads and public places under his
jurisdiction aforesaid with waterfrom the public supply,
for a period not exceeding tem years, subject to such
reasonable rules and regulations, and the payment of such
annual sum as he (the Commissioner of Public Works) may
(might) determine, but not less than the amount now
received by said city for said privileges.”

Acting in pursuance of this power, a valid contract
or agreement, vesting in the Street Sprinkling Association
the privilege or license in question was executed. This
license is not revocable. This document, although called
a"license", contains all the elements of a"contract" and,
in my opinion, constituted a valid contract between the
City and the Street Sprinkling Association. It was one
which the Commissioner of Public Works had legislative
power to make, and having been duly made, invested the
contractor with certain rights of which he cannot lawfully
be deprived without his own consent.

Yours very truly,

(signed) FRANCIS M. SCOTT,

Counsel to the Corporation.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I send you a copy of some
correspondence had with the Corporation Counsel
last Spring, in reference to the subject of the
rights of the Street Sprinkling Association.

T will send you more information upon
the subject to-morrow, but this in the meantime
will serve to show you that the matter had not
escaped my observation.

I am,

Very truly yours,
2 = e e S il
ales ¥ ATy la

Q" & /‘L_.-«mwus\}

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
5 Mayor's Office,
City.
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My dear Sir:

Will you be kind enough to look at
the enclosed agreement made between the City
and the Street Sprinkling Association, and
inforrm me whether it has any greater force or
effect than a license, and, if so, whether it
is not revocable at the option of the parfj of
the first part?

I call your attention to certain words
underlined in blue pencil.

Tam
Very truly yours,

(Signed) CHARLES H. T. COLLIS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Hon. Francis M. Scott.
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My dear 8ir;

T have received a copy of a Bill introduced
at Albany, by, I think, Mr. Featherson, (which I have mis-
laid) prohibiting the use of foreign asphalt in Cities,
for paving purposes.

If this Bill should become a law, it will ex~-
clude the production of the Trinidad Lake; the overflow
or (Land Asphalt) at Trinidad; the Bermudez from South
America, and all European rock asphalt.

This would substantially limit this Department
to the production of a aingle Company, which procures its
asphalt, called "alcantrez" from Southern California.

It is traue there are other deposits in the
United States, but the tests have not yet proved safia-
factory.

I ask that you will communicate these facts to
Mr. John Proctor Clark, your representative at Albany,
that he may protect the interests of the City, when the
Committee to whom the Bill is referred, 18 considering the
question.

I am,
Very truly truly,

Charles H.T. Collis.

Commissioner of Public Works.

Hon. Francis M. Scott,
Corporation Counsel.
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March 6th 1896.7 () 7 rd

My dear Sir;

I enclose you a copy of a letter
this day sent to the Corporation Counsel, upon
the subject of a Bill now before the Legislature
at Albany, limiting this Department to the use of
a single production of asphalt, in the construc-
tion of pavements.

If the Bill should become a law, I shall
be compelled to deal only with the parties con~-
trolling the "alcantrez" deposit in Southern
California, and under these circumstances there
would be no hope of encouraging any honest com~
petition in the future. |

Yours very truly, 3

@Wﬁa%‘ (oo

o . el
g —

‘Hcﬂn ¥ms, L. Strong,
Mayor's Office,
City e«
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Copy.

William H, Einhaus, Esq.,
22 Maiden Lane.
Dear Sir:
The Mayor has forwarded to this Department
for attention your letter to him of 2nd inst., complaine-
ing of signs at Nos 14 and 15 Maiden Lane.

In reply, 1 beg leave to say that the Superintendent
of Incumbrances has caused an inspection to be made,
which shows that the signs extended beyond the limit
prescribed by the City.ordinances. The owners of
the signs have been notified to remove them or to change
their position so that they will be within the prescribed
limits. The owners have promised to comply with the
notice by moving the signs back within the legal 1limits
as early as practicable.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) A. H. STEELE,

Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

I enclose herewith a copy of my letter
of this date to William H., Einhaus, in reply
to the communication addressed by him to you,
and by you referred to this Department for
attention,

Very respectfully,

(A, o

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Enclosure.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

Dear Sir:

In answer to the letter of 13th inst.
from your Secretary, with a communication
addressed to you by Mr Henry C. F. Koch, com-
plaining of the bad condition of 7th Avenue,
north of Central Park, I beg to say that I
have informed Mr Koch that, under contracts
which have been entered into, the delivery of
material with which to put the Macadam roadways
in order will begin about April 15th, when
the work of repairing the roads will be vigor-

ously prosecuted by the Bureau of Streets and
Roads.

Very respectfully,

é;?ﬁ:}f *//
Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works.
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March 26th. _1896.

/

My dear Mr. Mayor;

I find that 87th Street
between Eighth and Ninth Avenues, and from the
Boulevard to Tenth Avenue, i1s paved with
asphalt blocks; also Manhattan Avenue from 100th
Street to 103rd Street.

I have let contracts upon which the
work has not yet commenced, for asphalt blocks
on 1568th Street from 11lth Avenue to Boulevard
Lafayette; and on 865th Street from the Boulevard
to Amsterdam Avenue.

The price per square yard on the latter
céntracts is $3.26 and $3.30. This, you will

observe, is much dearer than the sheet asphalt.

Yours very truly,

v
; ' &
Pt I R, B i

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

-~
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J. Proctor Clark, Esq.,
Asst. Counsel to the Corporation.

Dear Sir @

I have received notice from Hon. Gaorge C.
Austin of a hearing before the Assombly Committee on
Cities on Thursday next, the 2nd proximo, on Assembly
Bill No 1,270, in relation to the widening and improve-
ment of Bast 149th Street, betwsen the Southern Boulevard
and the Harlem River.

The Bill provides that where the street is now
legally opened, sewered, graded, paved or otherwise
improved, no part of the cost of widening and improving
shall be borne by abutting property, and that such cost
shall be a charge on the City.

As the street is now opened, graded, sewered and
paved for the entire distance, the Bill wouXd peremptorily
place the entire cost of widening and further improve-
ment on the taxpayers at large, and give immunity to the
abutting property from assessments which in all other
similar cases fall on such property. The Board of Street
Opening and Improvement has power, under the present law,
to determine the proportion of cost to be assessed on
abutting property and on the City respectively, and may
place the whole or any part on either. The Board should
not be deprived of the opportunity to determine this
matter equably after due investigation and deliberation.

I therefore respectfully request that you‘will use
your influence and efforts in opposition to the Bill.

Yours respectfully,

(signed) CHARLES H. T. COLLIS,

Commissioner of Public Works.
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Hon. William L. Strong, gl‘
Mayor. s,
Dear Sir:

I enclose for your approval a copy
of a letter I have prepared to forward to Mr
J. Proctor Clark, regarding Assembly Bill
No 1,270 for the widening and improvement of
East 149th Street, between the Southern

Boulevard and the Harlem River.

Yours respectfully,

Phicreles %%%&w
Wm
Commissioner of Public Works.

Enclosure.




State of New Y ork.

No. 674, 1703. Int. 595.

IN ASSEMBLY,

February 5, 1896.

Introduced by Mr. AUSTIN—read once and referred to the com-
mittee on affairs of cities — reported from said committee with
amendments—ordered reprinted and recommitted to the commit-
tee on affairs of cities.

AN ACT

To provide for the construction, maintenance and
operation of certain structures in cities and towns
for the promotion of public health and comfort.

Zhe People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows: '

1 Section 1. It shall be lawful for Alexander De Fossez, and those
9 ‘who may now or hereafter be associated with him toi locate, erect,
8 maintain and operate structures for public lavatories, and
4 urinals at convenient points in, upon and along the streets,
§ avenues, roads, parks and public places in cities and towns of
¢ the state, and to exhibit advertisements and signs thereon, sub-
7: ject to the restrictions, conditions and limitations hereinafter

8 contained and provided.

2 § 2. The said grantee and his associates are hereby authorized

10 and required within two months after the passage of this act, to

EXPLANATION.--Matter und ed: is new; matter 1n vracxets L]
o Jaw to be omitted.




2
organize as a corporation under the business corporation acts of
eighteen hundred and ninety-two chapter six hundred and eighty-
seven, six hundred and eighty-éight and six hundred and ninety-
one of the legislature, and such corporation when so formed shall
have all the powers and privileges granted and be subject to all
of the liabilities imposed by said acts, not inconsistent herewith.
§ 3. The corporation so to be formed and its successors shall
have power to issue its bonds or obligations for the construction,
equipping, maintaining and operating of said lavatories and uri-
nals to an amount not exceeding the amount of its paid up capital

stock necessary for such purposes.
§ 4. The structures so to be erected for urnials shall be and
remain for free public use, except as aforesaid, and for the

benefit of the public and for the use of the various depart-

18 ments of the respective cities as may be required.

§ 5. For the use of the structures so to be erected as lavatories,
a fee may be charged and collected by the said company, not to
exceed the sum of five cents a person, and which shall include
together with the use of said lavatories necessary toilet articles
in connection ﬂl('}I'eWit}.], as soap, paper, towels, et cetera, and
attendance, but at least one closet shall at all times be kept and
maintained for free public use, without charge, in each of said
lavatories,80 to be erected.

§ 6. The proposed location of all or any of the structures to be

erected under the authority of this act shall be first submitted

to and approved by the commissioner of public works, or other

© MO D X P W D,
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similar officer in any city or town, and for that purpose he shall
permit the said company, its officers or servants to enter upon
the streets, roads, avenues and public places in said city or town
to erect and maintain such structures, and to make proi)m‘ and
necessary connection for the same with any adjacent sewer, water,
gas or electrie light supply, and any such structures shall after
their erection be under the care and custody of the said corpora-
tion, subject to the supervision of the commissioner of public
works or other similar otﬁéer; who is hereby authorized to make
proper and necessary rules for the use and maintenance of the
same, subject to the rights of the said company as aforesaid.

§ 7. Before proceeding to the erecti.o‘n of any of the structures
herein authorized the plans and specifications therefor shall be
first presented to and approved by the mayor, or other similar
officer, of the city or town, in which the structures are about
to be erected, and in case any such structure shall be
erected in any public park the said plans and specifications
shall be first presented to and approved by the cbmmissioner of
public parks thereof, or other similar officers, and said structures
shall then be under the care, custody and control of the said
company subject to the supervision of the department of public
parks in the city, who are hereby authorized and empowered to

make proper and necessary rules for the use and management

‘thereof.

. § 8. The entire cost of the construction of the said structures

shall be borne whelly by said company, and no city or town shall




© ® =3 & e, o B 0

A I o R G G S Sl
© O T O o> B W O = O

54
<

4
be liable or authorized to contribute, or expend money to aid in
the construction of any of said structures directly or indirectly.

§ 9. The said structures herein authorized shall be kept by
the said company at all times in a clean wholesome and sanitary
condition, and shall be kept well lighted during the same hours
at night as the public lamps in the cities or towns in which they
may be erected, and they shall also at all times be supplied with
an abundant flow of pure water, and shall be subject to the
inspection of the board of health, or other similar officer, of the
city or town in which they may be located; the cost of maintaining
and operating said structures and of supplying them with water
and light shall be borne entirely by the said company.

§ 10. All advertisements which shall be exhibited on the said
structures shall be free from any objectionable features, and
hall be on enamelled metal or specially prepared chemical paper
on glass translucent both by day and night, which advertisements
may be subjected to the approval of the proper authority before
exhibifion.

§ 11. The said corporation shall, during the first five years, after
the commencement of the operation of its said franchises within
any of the cities of the state having a population of five hundred
thousand or more, annually on the first day of November, pay
into the treasury of said respective cities in which its structures
are located, to the credit of the sinking fund thereof one per cent.
of its gross receipts for and during the year ending the next pre-

ceding thirtieth day of September ;. and after the expiration of

5
- said five years make a like annual payment into the treasury of
the said respective cities for the credit of said sinking funds of
~tweoper centum instead of one per centum of said gross receipts.
¢ In:every other ingorporated city or town the local authorities
- shall:have the right to require the payment annually of such per-
centage: of gross receipts not exceeding one per cent. into the
treasury of said city or town, as they may deem proper. In case
the said' company shall fail to pay such percentage of its gross
» earnings, as aforesaid, after'said first day of November, it shall

10 pay in addition thereto five per cent. a month of such percentage

11 until paid. The president and treasurer of the company shall,

12:0n or before the first day of November in each year, make a
18 verified report to the comptroller or treasurer of the city or town
14 of the gross amount of its receipts for the year ending the neit
15 preceding thirtieth day o‘f.September, and the books' of said
16 company shall be open to inspection and examination by said
17 comptroller, treasurer or lis duly appointed agent for the purpose
18 of ascertaining the corr(;ctness of said report as to said gross
19 receipts. The corporate rights, privileges and franchises
20 acquired under this act, shall be forfeited to the people of the
21 state of New York, if the said corporation shall fail to comply

22 with all the provisions of this section, and upon judgment of

23 forfeiture rendered in a suit brought in the name of the people or

24 the attox:n'ey-general, shall cease and determine. Any person

25 Assembly, No. 1703. 2




6
intentionally making a report as herein provided which shall
be false shall be guilty of perjury.

_§ 12. Provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed
as binding any city or town in which the sgid structures may be
placed to contribute in any manner to the expense of maintaining
them except as hereinbefore provided, and further, provided that
the said company shall at all timés indemnify and save harmless
any city or town in which said structures may be located from all
‘costs, damages or expense in any manner arising from their

10 location, erection, maintenance or use.
131 § 13 The franchises herein granted shall only extend for a
19 period of thirty years from the passage of this act, and all struc-

18 tures erected under the provisions of this act shall, after said

14 period be and become the property of the city or town in which

1y they may be erected respectively.
16 § 14. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are
17 hereby repealed.

18  §15. This act shall take effect immediately.
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My dear 8ir;

I desire to call your attention to Bill No.
604, 1703, introduced by Mr. Austin, entitled "An Act
to provide for the construction, maintenance and pper-
ation of certain structures in cities and towns, for the
promotion of public health and comfort".

The placing of public lavatories, etc., in the
streets of New York should be absolutely controlled by
the City authorities, and not by any private corpcration,
and a Bill has recently been passed; has been approved
by the Mayor of this City, and is ih the hands of the
Governor for approval, which will inaugurate a system
under the control of this bepartment, which if found to
be successful will doubtless be extended by the Leg;sla-
ture in the future.

The scheme referred to has doubtless been
introduced by Mr. Austin "by request”. A careful read-
ing of it will satisfy you that it is to be used more for
advertising purposes than for publie comfort, and you are
well aware that the present administration is doing its
best to gradually enforce the laws and ordinances a;ainst
the use of lamps and other publie property for such
purposes.

Yours very truly,
CHARLES H.T. COLLIS.
Commissioner of Public Works.
J. Proctor Clarke, FEsq., :

Albany,
New York.
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Dear Sir;
I enclose you a copy of a letter that
I propose to send to Mr. John Proctor Clarke,
Assistant Corporation Counsel, at Albany, if I
have your sanction.
Yours very truly,

%WW ok

P, [P G,

Comm1881oner of Public Works.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor,
New York.
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General Charles H, T. Collis,
Commissioner of Public Works.
Dear Sir:-
I am in receipt of your power of attorney of this date,
extending my powers for three months from this date.
I have the honor to inform you that I have handed to Mayor

William L. Strong my resignation as Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,
bearing date of today, and I am awaiting his action thereon.

Very respectfully,

e

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.
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Hon. W. L. Strong,
Mayor of City of New York,
My dear Mr. Mayor:
I respectfully tender my resignation of the office of
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Yours faithfully,

Clﬁégifééb/’
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My dear Mr Mayor:
I beg to call your attention to Assembly
Bill No 754, upon which there will be a hearing
before the House Committee om Cities to-morrow, the 2nd
inst., at 3 P. M., entitled "An Act to provide for the
construction of a bridge over the Mot Haven Canal at
135th Street in the City of New York."

The Bill provides that the cost of said bridge,
which is, in my opinion a benefit only to the immediate
locality, shall be charged to the City.

I take the liberty of enclosing a redraft of the
Bill, with such amendments as will protect the City
from these constant schemes, by special legislation, to
put the burden of local improvements upon the taxpéyers

generally.

o e ST

of the Act ao amrendeds
If you approve, I shall be glad if you will forward

The amendments I suggest are underlined.

the same to Mr J. Proctor Clark at Albany this evening.

I am
Very truly yours,

Commissioner of Public Works.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

(Enclosure,)
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BUREAU OF WATER REGISTER.
Copy.
NV Yok, March 4th, /57 6.

Hon. C. O. Johnson,

K. Y. City.

Dear Sir:=

‘I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
favor dated the 1lst inst., with bills enclosed for
premises #1 and 4 Chatham Sqr., and in reply can
only say that I indeed thank you for your very
kind attention, and I can further add that im all
of my 30 years experience with officials connected
with your dept. none have been so prompt, as cour-
teous and kind as you, and the honorable Mr. Mayor
Strong is indeed to be congratulated on your ap-
pointment.

Thanking you once more, and with my kind

regard,
I remain,

Very truly yours,

BENJ . MARKS .
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BUREAU OF WATRER-REGISTER.
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N e Yok, April 6th, /5y6.

The Hon. William L. Strong,

City Hall,

; New York City.
Dear Sir:=-

‘I take the liberty of enclosing copy
of a letter received recently in which you are
mentioned.

I have had the pleasure of receiving

several letters similar to this one.

Very respectfully,

Water Registrar.
2
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COPY.

J. Proctor Clark, Esq.,
Asst. Counsel to the Corporation.

Dear 8ir;

My attention has been called to Assembly Bill
No. 1972, to authorize the Commissioner of Public Works
and the Mayor and Common Council of gggggw!egngg to
enter into a contract to supply that City with water
from the Bronx River pipe line. The clause in the Bill
providing for arbitration in case of disagreement tends
to make a contract compulsory.

The City of New York is in no position to divert
any of the water supply which it can obtain from the Bronx
and Byram rivers for the supply of any other city or town.
That entire supply is now needed for the population of
the 23rd and 24th Wards, and, with the prospective growth
of that part of the City, the supply will iﬁ a few years
become inadequate, and will have to be supplemented from
the Croton Aqueducts. Purthermore,,the City of Mount
Vernon is above the level at which water can be delivered
from the Bronx River comduit by gravity.

For these reasons, I respectruily ask you to
oppose the Bill to the best of your ability.

Very respectfully,
(signed) CHARLES H.T. COLLIS.

Commissioner of Public Works.
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My dear Mr Mayor:

I take the liberty of enclosing a
copy of a letter I have addressed to Mr J. Proctor
Clark, requesting him to oppose Assembly Bill No 1972.

Yours respectfully,

[ZﬁéLéZl{lﬁfLu

i 1L PP N

it s

c°mmissioner of Public Works,

Hon. William I,. Strong,
Mayor.

Enclosure.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

The meeting of the Aqueduct Commission, on Wednesday
next at 3 P.M., will, I think, be of sufficient importgnce to warrant
your presence.

The contractors who are constructing the Croton Dam received
notice some time ago that they were not fulfilling their obligations to
the satisfaction of the Board, and they have been cited to appear before
the Board on Wednesday. Unless they give some better guarantee
for the future, it may become necessary to revoke their contract, which is
a very serious matter. The contractors are a firm of three persons
who are quarreling among themselves. :

Perhaps it would be well that you send for Mr. Cannon and have
a tglk with him upon the subject in advance of the meeting, as he is
more familiar with it than I am, and could better advise you.

I am,
Very truly yours,

T AT

N

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor's Office,
Citye.
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Copy. ( ////(/(//{/ %, __April 10, 1896.

Robert Jaffray, HEsq., =
7 West 46th Street. ( '
Dear Sir:

The Mayor has referred to this Department for
attention your letters of 4th and 6th inst, to him, com-
plaining of scarcity of water in your house.

In reply, I beg to say that the Chief Engineer of
| the Croton Aqueduct reports that your house 1is supplied
with water from the high service station at 98th
and that the large increase of buildings in that district
during the past five years has so greatly increased.the
consumption of water that the pumping plant is not of
gufficient capacity to #Surnish an adequate supply of
water, New high service works at 180th Street and the
Harlem River are approaching completion and will be put

|in operation next month, when the supply‘énd pressure of

water will be increased.

Very respectiully,

(signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Public ‘Works.

| Respectfully transmitted to
| the Mayor as requested.
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April 11, 1896,

Richard I, Ewart, Ksq.,
26 West 39th Street.

Dear S5ir:

The Mayor has refarred to this Department
Tor attention your letter of 4th inst. to him, referring
to your letters of March 9th and 27th to this Department,
concerning failure to regularly light the lamps in your
bloeck and defects in the asphalt pavement,

The Buperintendent of Lamps and Gas reports that on
the night of the 8th inst. he visited your block and
found all the lamps lighted and giving good light, Heo
also states that he notified the Consolidated Gas Company
to repair a lamp in which he found a hole in the side-
light, evidently broken by a stone.

The Water Purvevor reports that the defective
paverrient in 49th Street, betwaen 5th and 6th Avenues,
has been repaired.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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William Ginger, Esq.,
218 West 37th Street.
Dear 3ir:

The Mayor has referred to this Department for
attention your letter of 8th inst., stating that you have
complained to the Bureau of Incumbrances in this Depart=-
ment of the erection of an awning at No 619 9th Avenue,

The Superintendent of Incumbrances reports that no
action was taken on your complaint because, upon inspec-
tion, it was found that the awning was an iron one, and
was being erected in accordance with the provisions of
the ordinance of the Common Council which permits the er-
ection and maintenance of iron awnings across sidewalks.

Very respsctfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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Copy .

Messrs lFrederick Hollender and Co.,
1156 Elm Street.

Dear Sirsa:

The Mayor has referred to this Department for
attention your letter to him of 1lst inst., requesting
that a boot-black stand and a frult-stand be removed
from the M. W. corner of Chambers Street and Broadway.

In reply, 1 would state that, upon receipt of your
letter, the owners of the standg referred to were metified
to remove them, but failed to do so, whereupon the stands
were removed to the Corporation Yard by the Bureau of
Incumbrances.

The owner of the fruit-stand has made applicatioh
to the Board of Aldermen for a permit to maintain his
stand, and has a card from the Clerk of the Common Counecil
showing that such an application has been made. It is
unusual to remove stands when the owners thereof produce
evidence that they have applied to the Common Council for
permission to maintain them, but in this case it was found
that candy was being sold at the stand in violation of
law. The owner of the stand states that he will in
future confine the sale of articles strictly to those
allowed by permits granted by the Common Council, and if
it is found that the provisions of the permit are not
violated, this Department will be powerless to interfere.

We are also informed that permits for the erection

and permanent maintenance of boot-black stands inside the




2

’stoop-line will be issued by the Common Council in

acenrdance with a recent Act of the Legislature.

Very raspectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.,

Respectfully . transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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Copy.

H. G. Hardy, Esq.,
422 West 147th Street.
Dear Sir:

The Mayor has referred to this Department for
attention your letter of 2nd inst., concerning the bad
condition of the crossings on the north side of 145th
Street, between 8th and St. Nicholas Avenues.

In reply, I would say that the Superintendent of
Streets has given orders to have these crosswalks kept
in good and clean condition in future.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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Messrs Meyers Bros.,

188 Canal Streat.

The Mayor has referred to this Nepartment for
attention your letter of 9th inst.; complaining that
there héé been placed at the north-west corner of Mulberry
and Canal Streets a stand for the sale of soda-water,
candies, cigarettes, etc., in violation of law,

The Superintendent of Incumbrances reports that.the
stand in question is maintained under a permit granted
by the Common Council for the sale of soda-water, news-
papers, etc.; and as no evidence of violation of the
permit has haeen discovered, no action in the matter has
been taken by this Department.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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Frederick Hollender and Co.,

1156 Blm Street.

Dear sirsﬁ

The Mayor has referred to this Department your
letter to him of 10th inst., stating that the fruit-stand
of which you formerly complained has been replaced upon
the open.sidewalk grating over your basement-store at
Nos 71 and 73 Chambers Street.,

In reply, I would inform you that the fruit-stand
in question is now maintained in accordance with a permit
granted by the Cormon Council, and that so long as that
permit is in forece, this Department cannot interfere in
the matter.
Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works.

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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H. Ungrich, jr., Esq.,
107 West 124th Stréet.
Dear Sir:

The Mayor has transmitted to this Department
for attention your letter of 10th inst. to him, complain-
ing of wooden buildings encroaching on the sidewalk at
the north-west corner of 123rd Street and Pleasant

Avenue,

The Superintendent of Incumbrances is investigating
the matter, and proper steps will be taken to insure the
removal of the encroachments as early as practicable.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Publiec Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.
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180 Nassau Street,
Ay Lo
@iy Koz, Aprid 30, 1896.

wWilliam A. Soles, BEsaq.,
President,
Park Avenue Proverty Owners' Protective Association,
1621 Park Avenue.
Dear Sir:

The Mavor has referred to this Department for
attertion vour letter of 21st inst., concerning the condi-
tion of Park Avenus, from 08th Street north to the Harlem
River.

The water Purvevor reports that from 98th to 102nd
atreet the avenue is not paved, no ordirance for that
improverent having been passed. The rest of the avenue
is under the general control of the Park Avenue Improve=-
ment Cormission. The pavement is dilapidated partly
through their operations, and partly by natural wear. The
water Purvevor understands that about the 15th of Ngy the
new steel structure will be put in use, and that the
Park Avenue Improvenent Board propose to remove the
present obstruction and fill up the roadway where it
has been cut, ther being charged with paving the whole
area with granite.

The matter of insufficient lighting is being attended
to by the Superintendent of Lamps and (as.

Veryv respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS3,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor, as requested.




NEW YORK CITY CIVIL SERVICE BOARDS,

NEW CRIMINAL COURT BUILDING

COMMISSIONERS.
EVERETT P. WHEELER, cHAIRMAN
EDWIN L.GODKIN,

CHALE G WATSON, o NEW YORK, May 13, 1896. 189

J.VAN VECHTEN OLCOTT,
S.WILLIAM BRISCOE,

SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE OFFICER

General Charles H. T. Collis,

Canmissioner of Public Works,

No. 150 Nassau Street,
NEW K, N Y.

Dear Sir:-

1desire to acknowledge receipt of your edanminiation of
May 7, in regard to J. J. Mehegan, and to inform vou that 1 read
the same to the Commissioners, at a meeting held on the 11 th instant

The Board instructed me to state, that it was not wi thin
their power to make exception in the case of Mehegan, as requested.

Respectfully yours,

/

Secretary.
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My dear Mr. Mayorj

You will remember the case of
J.d. Mehegan, the son of the man who lost his life by
falling from a window in the Register's Building.

I have, with your confent, made an effort
to have the son certified to me by the Civil Service
Gommission, so that he might take the place af his
father, but you will see by the enclosed communication
that the Civil Service Board declines to do ity

Perhaps if you see Mr. Watson we can
bring it about. This is a most deserving case, and
appeals to my sympathys

Yours venw truly,
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Hon. William L. Strong,

N oy o,

Dear Sir:
On the accompanying report of the Committee

on Law Department, and the report of the Committee on

Finance, to amend Section 195 of Chapter 6, Article \\

10 of the Revised Ordinances, 8o as to no longer classify .
as vaults "openings which are used exclusively for light
and ventilation, and which openings shall hot be in width
more than four feet in the clear from the house-line, and
which shall be covered with an iron railing*@f such other
suitable material as may be satisfactory to theﬂhead of
the City department granting the permit,"™ I have the
honor to report that the portion of the amendment ﬁhich
allows other suitable material as well as iron railing
to be placed over an opening commonly known as an area,
would permit the placing of patent lights, and then no
charge could be made. As the revenue from this source
amounted last year to about $50,000, it seems that the
proposed amendment should not be approved.

Very respectfully,

P —

ty Commissioner of Public Works.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I opened bids to-day for asphalt
paving, and the successful bids were $2.93, $2.94 and
$2.98. This is the lowest price ever bid.

The successful bidders are the Barber
Asphalt Company and the California Asphalt Company,
both good contractors.

Yours very truly,

e aytes 7Y Crtils

Hon. Wm. L. Btrong,
Mayor's Office,
Cj.ty.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

A day or two ago you handed me a
remonstrance from citizens in regard to the conditionm
of the sidewalk in front of Nos. 2 and 4 Norfolk
Street.

I have had the subject examined, and
enélose you Mr .Henkel's report thereon.

It appears that we have repeatedly given
attention to this matter, but have been defied, so I
directed that all the obstructions should be removed
to the Corporation Yard.

Yours very truly,

m
‘é‘/ﬂm/‘»

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor's Office, City.
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Gen.C.H.T.Collis,
Commissioner of Public Werks.
Dear Sir:-

I desire to report that the obstructionscom-
plained of at 1, 2 & 4 Norfolk St. consisting of old
furniture,store-fixtures, stands, awnings, &c.have
been removed to the Corporation Yard, and the sidewalks
are now free and clear,

The premises 1 & 2 Norfolk St. are occupied
as a second-hand furniture store and the goods are
constantly displayed on the sidewalk, Repeated warning
to keep the sidewalk clear seem futile, and many seilzures

have been made heretofore.
I shall nowever cause a re-inspection of the
place to be made as often as the duties of the office

will permit and remove all obstructions from there.

Respectfull
IPIGP e irene B sk K

Supt of Incumbrances,




