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The People, &c., Homicide of

bk ot John Liynech, Nov. 4, 1379,

Thomas Condon

R our ke 11 Syrring St.

bar—tender for Tenry Cook, who keops a liquor
saloon a2t Ho. 11 Spring St. ,corner of Tlizabeth. I have bheen
there ubout nine years, and h ve Xnown John Lynch by sight
off =ndl on during that thme,. I knew Condon azbout the sSanme
length of time wnd to the same eoxtent, On November 4,
Election day, abcut half rast one o’clock I was going to vote
and I saw Condon, who was in charge of a2 Republiczan box in
Prince St., and Bowery; he was then sober, I did nct sce
Lynch then. Abcut three or four o’ clock Lynch came into the
saloon; took a drink and went out, After the polls were
closed , about half past four o’clock, Lynch came in with
five or six others, and had a drink.Then Condon with a com—
panion{(whose name I do not knowlcame in. Lynch was drinking
when Condon came in, an:il Condon went into the yard, When
Condon returned into the saloon, I was pretty busy; I heard
some growling between Condon zand Lynch about the election;
they arpeared to be excited; I didn’t take much notice, The
count2r was about twenty feet 1ong. They were at one end,
and I was about midway of the ends, There were about twenty
of them all in a crowd, »ut I do not romember what they were

saying. When I turned from the party I was waiting upon

they were all in the middle of the floor and Condon and
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Lynch head a hold of e::ch other, I rushed from behind the bar

2 by the door, ®gpenp that door, and

if they want to fight let them fight in thoe street. The

Crowd went out and condon’s two sSisters went into the halle

way, He stoed talking with the sisters, and then went out of

the front door, I did not see him again, until I saw him

at the Coroner’ s inquest, I did not see Lynch after that, I

Know nothing at ail about the stabbing, I can only recalil the

name of one of the Persons in the saloon at the time of the

fight —— his name is Fecklenbursyg,

W illidiam B a ¢ on 100 mott St,

I knew John Lynch for about fiftoen Years; he 1lived

about four blecks from me at the time of this occurrence; he

was not a regular associate of mine, but occasionalliy I would

-be in his comp..ny. Condon lived in the neighborhood: I asso-

éigted; Wwent to school with him, and have known him 19 or 17
wr

védars., Both of them were friends of mine.

wWould quarrel with each other,

They sometimes

but they did not appear to be

ranfriendly,

I was at one time arresged for taking a barrel of ale,

which X found at 119 Elizabeth St. oprosite where I was em

Ployed— we looked for the owner; ould not find hi.; then

barrel and were in the act of selling it, when I was

I pleaded guilty beeause nhe

took the
arrested with a friend of mine.

4id, and was sSentenced to five months in the Penitentiary,

which term I se rved,

About 12 o’c. Nov. 4th, I saw Lynch on the corner of

Spring and Elizabeth Sts; he was sober. Abaig 8 o°c. p.m. I
2 ;




was standing on the I, W. cormer of Elizabeth and Sprimg (the
" = .
saloon in question is om the W, B, gorner) with William Teck,

lenburg and Frank Mc Donald, when I saw Fred, Tecklenburg and

John Carton and Frd, Collins eoming down SrxingxSxy Elizabeth

St. from the directiomn of Prince towards the saloon in ques™—

tion. John Lynch was standing on the same corner with mo,

about 15 or 20 feet from where 1 was standing. These throe

men crossed tos the liguor store, and as they were going in
the side doory they called Lynch; who went-over and went in

the oo rner door. They'were in ihere about three or four

minutes, when I heard a glass preak. I looked over and 1 saw

s glass in the cormer door broken. My friend: and I ran over.

Me got in ahead of me, I got in next and Mc. Donald followed
us . As I got in the door I saw the deceased John Lynch 1lyirg

on the floor, and Condon on top of him, pounding him &n the

face w&th his fist. r William TecKlendurg stooped dowvn and

picked both men up, and as he pic¥ked them up, he hit Condon
and told him to go away., Then Condon grabbed Lynch, and they
struggled around the f£i8or, and two or three of the fellows
hit Condon, Then the bar—tender Rourke came from behind the
bar, but seemed to be afraiad of the crowd. They wrestled te

the stove, when Lynch gave Condon a shove, and Coendon fell to

the floor. As Condon fell Lyneh KkKicked him; and as he made

the sescond kick, I jumped in and recelived the kick, I holloed

to Lynch, sDon®t do it, let him alone, he has snough.” He

stopped then, and I took Condon threugh the side door into

the hall—way, where I saw Frank Byble. Then I looked bmek,

and I saw Lynch and the others geing out through the Elizabeth

St. door. The hall—way opened on to Sprimg St. Then Condon’s
1 3 ’




sisters came running in crying——came through the store—— one
of them threw hor arms around his neck, begged him to go honme
He shoved hoer away and said, ®Go 2way, I know what I am doing
Condon wag & little under the influence of ligquor, Condon
had his vest and overcoat off, and Byble was standing in the
hall hoXlding thoem. Condon told him to ek in his vest pog's—
ot and sea if he had any money, Byble d4id so, and took out
some bills, and Condon said, *That is mine, and I want to use
it.” Condon then looked in the bar-room and said, *I have
been doubled banked, and I am going to get even.” His sister
asked him toe go to the house, and he put on his cout and vesg
and said he would go. She wiped his face with her handker—
chief—— there was a mark on his forhead. He told his sister
to go out through the Elizabeth St, door, and he would go
through the Spring St, door. Condon and Byble went through
the Spring St. door and started towards the Bowery, a differ—
ent direction from Condon’s home, I watched them until they
got about half way to Bowery, I crossed Elizabeth St, te the
N, W, corner of Elizabeth and Spring, véro were standing the
twe Tecklemburgss, Lynch, Fred Collins and Fraak Me. Donald,
We stood there a few moments and dispersed, Lymch went up on
the West side o}‘Elizaboth towards Prince. kranl ¥Mee Pommld
and I stogd on the corner talking, The two Teacklenbdburgs went
up a2bout 15 or 20 feet from where I was standiig. and stoed
there talking I;th & friend mamed MNiahael Boley, After we

stood there about 18 minutes, I looked in the direction of

the ligror saleon on the N, E, corner, and I saw Condon comirg

towards Elizabeth through Spring, from the directiom of the

Bowery. He was alone, and had no overcoat on, He crossed
4 . -




over to the N, W, gormner where I was standing. I was abou?l

10 or 123 feet from the corner, As he got on to the cormer,

Lynch passed me, he coming from the direction of Prince and

going towards the corner and meeting Condon. Condon raisead

his hand, and so did Lymnch, They had just reached the other

end of the scal bex, at which I was standing at the upper

oend, towards Prince St, I stepped frem the coal box out te

the curb, and as I dfd so, Lynch backed up towards Primce St.

and as he did so, Condon struck him as I thought with his

fist on the left side, He raised his hand again, and then

X saw something about a finger in length glitter, It was

about duslk, but light enocugh to distinguish a man a half a

block off., Condon was about three feet from me when I saw

this thing glitter in his hana—-—his wight hand. Their sides

wore to my face, They were about opposite me when Condon

st ruek Lynch, When Condon raised his hand the second time

he slipped and fell agasinst the end of the ecal box, He re=
gained hisfeet and ran 4in the 4Qirectien in whieh the twe Teak
lenburgs were standing, As Condon passed Lymeh, Lynch walked
in the direction where I was standing, He said, *Billye I

am cut, and it is bdleedimsg 1ilke hell”, &nd he olapped his

hands over his cut, and I saw the bleod triekiimg 4dc'ma his

pants., I was about three feet Trrom him at this tise, and be~

fore I had a chance te eateh him, he threw up his hands and

foll on the pavement, As Condon went in the directiom of the

Teoklenburgs, I heard onalic?t them say, “flet a brisk, he has

a knife.,” That was the last I saw eof Condon until the pelice

officer arrested him. I think Lynoch was sober. There was

not a word spoken between them during the stabbing, AsS
5




Condon came along before the stabbing, he swaggered along in
-

an $ndependent way as though he didn®t care for anybody and

was looking for a fight. After Lynch fell, he became uncon=

setous, and I afterwards saw him at the station house Jdead,
I*was $n the station house when Condon was brought in, and
the Capsain or one of the officers came from behind the desk
and asked him ®*Where is that knife;; He said *What knife'?"

He said *"The knife yon stabbed that man with.” Condon said
aWhat mant® The officer said *That man that is 1lying dead in

the back room”, Condon said he didn’t know anything about

it., I 4didn’t wait to hear any more, Condon had a white

shirt on when he struck deceased, but a dlus on en when ar—

regsted,

Prederict Tieklenbdureg

171 Elizabeth S,

I knew Lynch four or five years, I knew Condon by sight

only., Before the trouble in gquestion I never Knew them to

quarrel with each other. On the 4th of November Corton, Col~

iins and I were about to go into Cook’s liquor saloon, when
¥ met Lyneh and asked him in to have a drink, Yo all went
ine There were some parties im there when we went in, and

Byble was sittimag in & chailr, Ve ordered some Arinks, and

just at this time Condon came in through the hall door., Theore

was another men with Byble., VWe had our drinks, and conversed

some about politiecs, sayimg Cornell would » Gevernor and
willing to bet om it; and Lynch commenced te laugk at mes and
said “No he aint®; I said ®Yes he is, you can bet on 1t*, and

Condon picked it up and saids, I am & Cornell man and s goeod

{

men®, and Lynch began te laugh and sailid, “No you aim®, and
] (-2
Y
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they commenued talking and l-ughinge.

Soufh e and I wag at the South end of the bar.

The bar ran North and

Then Condon
s:49d, I am a2 Cornell man and a good man too, and Lynch said,

®*No, you are not”, and the prisoner sald *“How can you prove

4+ ®* And Lynch said *Take off your coat”, Lynch was launghe=—

ings but Condon seenmed to take it in earnest. Condon took

off his overcoat, and I shoved it on his sheulder and sald

sghat is the matter with you?” And with that., he struek meo

twice, and Lynch grabbed him by the armse and said *What are

you doing®?® I forget what the prisoner said, bput I remember

he said to Lyneah *Let go of me”, and Lynch dropped his hand,
Then Condom turned around and struck me zganin and struck the
deceased, and the deceased struck him back again, I dian’t
make any zttempt to strike him at =«=11l. Condon was very littlke
undeyr the influence of liquor, They then graprled, clinched
and fell; Condon being urpermost, and the head of one of them
went through a pane of glass, While Condon was on Lynch, he
st ruck him one blow and blackened his evye, When he made that

blow, my brother grabbed Lynch and raised both of them up,

and struck Condon, The bar—tender came from behind the bar,

and tried to stop it. Then Condon’s sister came in as Condon

rushed to the hall doer. His sister said, ®*Oh, amy brother!”

Then we went oute He went into the hall-way and I saw hi-

tying his tie, He had a white shirt on. The next time I saw

him was on the X, ¥, corner of Elizabeth and Springes walkiag

towards Lynch whe was coning from the direction of Prinoe Stg,
and negsy the N, W, corner—we were farther ap Elizabeth St,
on the West side near the N, W, corner of Spring, With me

was my brother, Michael Matthews anada I think Gyrgonb The
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first I saw of Lynch was with his shoulder to the coal boxg

I lookKed again, and then I/saw Condon. Lynch coming from the
direction of Prince 8t. had passed us towards the coal box,

X saw Lynch and Ccndon come together, Bacon was there and
nsarer to Lynch than we were. Somebody passed between them
first, and then I saw Oondon lunge his arm, and I jumped tow—
ards Condon ten or twelve feet, and I was going to strike him
when he stumbled, jumped up agaln and made a pass.ifor me, and
I Jumped one Sidquiftowards the street, and Lynch said =X am
stabbed”, My brother said, ®Get = brick Fred, he has Eot a
knife,” I said, “Well, if he has got a EKnife, you had better
let him alone.; He had no overcoat on at this time, but had
a white shirt on,Abcut ten minutes after the stabbing, I saw
Condon standing on his stoop wWith a ¢olored shirt one

I was never arrested by once, and that was when I was a

boy about twelve years old, for throwing a stone,

¥illiam Teoeoklenbdburgeg 171 Elizabeth St.
I knew the deceased intismtely for about a year and a
half; associated with him, I knew Condon by s=ig-ht only,.
‘ I was arrested three times fér b» ing drunk and diseoerder-
1y, but was never charged with any crime, I was sent by

Judge Flammer to the work—house for being drunk and disorder—

1y, but never churged with any crime—after four wiehs- I was
P

discharged

I was standing on the N. W. cormer ef Spring and Eliza—
beth St=. with Bacon, bet. 4 and 5 o° cloek, My brother was
standing about ten feet up the street from me. Carton and

.




Pred Collins came from the direction of Prince St on the West

side of Elizabeth St, up to my brother, talkted to him awhile,
and they three went to the N, E. corner of Spring and Eliza~—
beth to have a drink, They went into the saloon, and about
10 or 15 minut2?s afterwards I heard a glass break: I went
over in company with Bacon, I opened the door and I saw my
brother standing there and Condon on top of Lynch on the
€loor. When I went in I inquired whether my brother was

st rueck, My brother said, ®Yes, Condon struck me and st ruck
John Lynch,” Then I picked Condon up, and struck him. Then
some one holloed out ,*He has got enough®, He broke away and
got into the hall, After I struck him, Collins and my
brother struck h:i.rﬁ. His two sistoers came and said, *“Oh my
brother;' Then the deceased and the rest of us went out. We
went over and got the deceased”s face washed, and then he
came down to the N, W, corner with me and gave me an intro—
duction to his father, Then he wont up on the West side of
Elizabeth towards Prince St, I was talking with Michael Mat—
thews. The deceasod came down again en the Same smide of
é]‘.izabeth St. and stood by the cocal box, I was 16 or 18 feet
uap towards Prince 8St, from the coal box, The first thing I
knew, up came Condon - I could not tell where he came frome
but it looked as though he came from the Bowery. He made

a lunge at Lynch, Lynch was standing at the upper end of the
ccal box, They were close together 'he';"n'I f:lrst'got‘ stght of
Condon, A8 he uttaeked Lynch, I Jumped towards Condon., AS
soon as I turned towards hime I saw a kn:l.fog the blade of

which was about 5 or 6 inches long, raised in Cendon®s hand.
o o




Then I jumped one side, and Condon ran up towards his house

and made a pass at my brother, I jumped one side and holloed

“Go and get a brick, he has got a knife®, When I turned

around as soon as I made this remark, I saw the deceased

standing on the side—walk doubled up. . Bacon was about three
foct from Condon

at the time of the stabhing. During the

melee Condon had on a white shirts but when he was arrested

he had on a blue one. X didn’t see any instrument with Lynch

Whep Condon made the assault on Lynch, Lynch had his back to

me and Condon was fTacing me.
Lynch

struck at ,., a2nd as he diad so,

Condon raised his hand and

Lynch raised his hand to

ward off the blow, I was sober; had not drunk any thut night

nor for 2 year rrevious,

off, James Mc. Guire J4th precinct.

On the 4th of Nov. about half rast 5 pP. m. » I found the

prisoner standing on the stoop 8f his residence 174 Elizabeth

St, boet.Spring and Prince, I asked him if he had any trouble

with anybody. Heo said, "A little.” I said *"What dia you

stab John Lynch for®* He said, *I didn’t cut him". I then

arrested him. On the way to the station house he said, “Them

were four or five blows struck trying to ftecl me, and I had

to defend myselr.% I asked him 1f he cut him, and he said

no. I searched him, but found no knife, Lynch was searched

in the station house but no instrument found on hi‘L I heara

the prisoner in the station house deny to the Captaip that he

had a kKnife, Condon had a few bloody marks on his forheads

He was esxcited, had been drinking, but was not druni,

10




J ohn Carton 179 Elizabeth St.

About 5 o°c. Nov. 4th, I went into the salocon in ques=

tion with Fred Ticklenburg and Fred Collins. I remained in

there about 20 minutes, Wo went in the side door on Eliza-—

beth St. and about two minutes afterwards Lynch came in.

Fred Ticklenpgurg said “Hello , John,” And T called hTm over

to have 2 gluss of beer, While drinking the beer, Condon

came up to the bar —I didn’t see him come in—— and commenced

to talk about the election, and Fred TickKlenburg commenced

to laugh and Condon commenced to take off his coat to fight.

I do not remomber what was said—— it all occurred in albut =a

minute.Fred Tiecklenburg told him not to take off his coat.

Then Condon struck Fred in the face, and Lynch caught Condon

by the two arms and said, ®Condon, what is the matter with

yout” Condon replied, *"What is the matter with you?*® Then

Condon bucked the deceased with his head in the face. Then

they clinched and the head of one of them went through the

corner door glass. They struggled out into the middle of the

floor, where Condon threw the deceased and struck him two or

three blows in the face with his fist, When the glass broke

William Ticklenburg came in and asked his brother if he was

[
struek, and Fred saiad yes, Then W¥m. Ticklenburg grabbed the

two of them to pull them up, and then Fred Ticklenburg, his
brother and Collins got Condon down and struek him while on

the floor——they had him four or five minutes on the floor
strikKing him.

Condon got loose and ran for the hall, when

his sister came in and holloed, *Oh my brother, my brothert”

11




Then we all went out and crossed over by the coal box—=Colw
lins, Fred. Ticklenbursg, the deceased und myself, When Wm,
Tieklenburg run in, Fred Bacon followed him,

While on the N, W, corner some of the crowd said, “Let’s

lay for Condon when he comes out”,

and Lynch saids ®No, let

it drop, don®t have any more to do with it? Then I walked

with Collins to my house 179 Elizaboth St. We stood there
about fifteen minu

tes, when Collins said “Let’ s go back and
have a drink.”

Seo we returned and Lynch was being put into a

hand=cart , wounded.

T knew Lynch about 14 years; but never associated with
him; never had a drimk with him until that day. I don’t thirk
Lynch was drunk that day. 1 was sober, and was never arrest—
ed in my life.

F redericeck C ot 1lins 1790 Elizabeth St.

1 knew Lynch about 18 months, and saw him about once in
two weeks, T only Knew andon by sight; never spoke to him,
On the 4th of Nov. in the afternoon. Corton, Fred. Tickle o~
burg and I went into the saloon in question. The deceased
camdin the front door, Tiecklenbursg asked us to have a dri

Condon came up Wk think fr

thing snd ‘st ruek Ticklenbu

nk.

om the water closet) and said some~

rg without a word besing said that
¥ could hear, Then the deccased caught Condon bY the arms.
Before Condon struek him, he addressed us, but'l do not know
what he said——it was in reference to politics, Ticklenbureg
didan®t say a word., The only words that I remember said were,
aTue off your coat

» after Ticklenburg was struck, Then

iz




-

P rank W, B v b 1l e 103 Elizabeth St.

I knew Lynch by sight only, I have known Condon for
about two years, and for the last six months knew him inti-

mately, The first time I saw him on Nov. 4th was about 5 p.m

at his door bet. Spring and Prinoce Sts, He was very drunk

thoen. He said to me, “Come down and have something.” I saiad

I Aidn’t care to go down, and finally he insisted uron my go—

ing down, and I went with him to the saloon on the N, E, cor—

ner of Elizabeth and Stpring St, Wweo went in through the side

door on Elizabeth St. He ordered some drinks, There was a

large crowd in there at the time, While the drinks were be—

ing served, Condon went out into the water closet, and while

he was out Lynch and two friends came in—I think one of them

was Ticklenburg, but the other I do not kKnow by name; he was

a short fellow, I d4did not motice the condition of either of

these parties., Lynch and the other two got talking about

something, and when Condon came in they began to talk about

politics, I heard some one say, *"There are a great many more

around here ought to go the same way we went®, and Condon

sterped back and said, ®“Are you talking to me—— I have a right

to go as X please.” He was about five feet from Lynch, From
that they got into a rfight. I sat down and 1lit a match to
light my segar, and when I turned arocund they were rfight ing—

Condon and Lynche I heard some one say “Cornell is the bbest

man” and *"Kelly is the best man.” after I 1lit wy segar, I saw

them both fighting, striking each other, and Lynch’s friends

got oxcited and went for Condon, When I turpned around I saw

Condon®s heud go through the glass,

and Lyneh on top of him
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Then Lynch’s'two friends went at Condone. Then another Tick—

lenburg came in and said. “What is the matter George® or

«Fred® to his brother——«Did he strike you?” and he said "yes”;

and finally e jumped on Condon, and then there were four on

Condon, striking him, Then the bartender came out and put all

of us out,

I dragged Condon out the side door to the hallwaxk

I saw him all full of blood, and I said “Come somewhere and
get some plaster rut on your head, or wash your face} or do

something.” Finally I got him out. Before they clinched, I

could not say which was struck first. "~ Condon took off his

coat when he cume in and gave it to me, and then went into

" the water closet. During the row he did not have off his

inside coat, After we started out of the hall, I took him

towards the Bowery with the intention of taking him to a drug

store, but when we gt to the cormner he said, *"No, I wont go

in there. I will go home and gopt fixed up.” I went with him,
and as we reached the beer saloon next to this very cornef we

are speaking of, and he said *“come in here Frank and have a

drink,.”* I said, “No, Tom, I have seen tco much of the @rink-

ing—I want to get homne, So he was coaxing me and he said,

aWell, you go to hell®”, and 1 said, “You go to hella® and I

went hom, I did not see the stabbing, About twenty minutes

after I left him, some one told me that Condon had killed =&

man, I didn’t go into a hard-ware store with him, and he

didn®t go into one while he was with me. X dian’t see any

Enife with him, and I do not know whether or not he had one,

When we went into the hallway after the fight, Bacon cam
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with me. Condon said to me, aCive me that money that is in

my coat, I can mind that.”




Lynch caught him by the arms, ana Condon punched him with his
head; then Lynch ana Condon rolled on the floor, Condon on
top, and Condon struck Lynch many times in the face, Then
Wm. Ticklenburg came ine lifted Condon off of Lynch and
struck Condon., Then I struek him, Then there was a genaral
Light, I could not say who else st ruck him, Condon was
knocked on the rlaor, but not down long befcore he got up,
While he was on the filocor I don®t Kknow whether any one be=t
him, When he got up he went into the hall, We wvent eut, and
erossed to t“e opposite side of the st reet, Lynch was there
#nd William TickRlenbur, Some cne told Lynch te wash his face,
and he did so, Then I walked home with Corton. We stood

there about 15 minutes, when we returned and saw Lynch lying

on the sidewalk, I didn®t see Condon at that time at all,

I have never been arrested, Condon was under the jin-
fluence of liquor, I suppose I st ruck Condon four eor five or
hal8 a dozen times, Wn, TickXenburg struek him a good many

times, Condon got a good beat ing there,
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