CiTy oF NEw YORK.

OFFICE OF THE MAYoOR.

To the President of the
Board of Police.
Sir:
I am directed by the Mayor to notify you that
a license to give concerts consisting of vocal and instrumental

music only, and to sell Wines and Beer during such performances,

has been granted to

for the premises

This license is granted upon condition that

there shall be no communication between the Concert Room and the

bar where liquors are sold.

Music to cease at midnight, and no perform-
ances to be given by females in theatrical costumes, or who at any
time mix with the audience.

Date of expiration

Respectfully,
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MEMBER
REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE AND
AUCTION ROOM, LIMITED

AND

b
NEW YORK REAL ESTATE
SALESROOM

~

AUCTIONEER, APHR
3Ly 7

| ,_,/fy.

CRNNEILLY, Dr.
UI3E

) &/

Auction Sales HouseholdgF‘%
w‘j ' EAC-C,
(4 4 ad : / 4

gidD REAL ESTATE BROKER,

W“O B LIBERTY STREET.

iture, Stocks and Bonds a Specialty.
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LAW OFFICES OF

P. A. MCMANUS,

NEW YORK,
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LAW OFFICES OF TELEPHONE CALL, 722 FRANKLIN.,
P. A. MCMANUS,
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City oF NEw York.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR.

September 8th, 1896.

Mr. P. A. MeManus,
13 Franklin streat,
New York City.
Dear Sir:-

The liayor is in receipt of your favor of

the 4th instant, reking complaint against Auctioneer

William Holzwasser, University Place and 12th street.
I am direeted by him to say that if you will come
to this offiee Thursday next at 11:30 A.M., bring-
ine your celisnt and any witnesses you may have we
will try and straighten out the difficulty.

Yours truly, =

L A

e

Confidential Clerk.

(,
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New York, September 22nd, 1896,

Received from Jacob A, 31';;211 the of Four Hundred

and Seventy-five Dollars ($475.00) in f‘ull*right, titie and
interest as Auctioneer of g certain lot of machinery men-—
tioned in the schedule of a certain Chattel Mortgage which

was madC and executed by Frank Zuhr and Louls R. Diering to

Jacdb A, Stein. %
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JUSTUS  CCOKE. AUCTIONEER.

A large collection of VERY FINE Household |
Furniture, Hangingss Mirrors, Bric-a-Brac;, Planos, |
01l Paintings, fine k Sets and a general assort- |
ment of superior goods, making the finest sale so |
far this season,

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY,
10 A. M. BACH DAY, 5

Gooke’s Rooms,

i 125TH ST. AND 3D AVE.
occuping two entire floors of our immense sales-
! rooms.
RICH PARLOR SUITS IN FINE COVERINGS.
TALL CLOCKS, HANDSOME CLOCK SEKTS,

CHOICE RUGS, RICH HANGINGS, MIRRORS,

FINE OIL PAINTINGS, UPRIGHT PIANOS.
| BXPENSIVE CHAMBER AND DINING SUITS,

and in fact every article required to furnish a
refined home, all very desirable and in first-class
condition, making a very.attractive sale worthy
the attention of all wishing first-class goods.

100 EXCELLENT CARPETS.
Moquette, Wilton, Veivet and Brussels, all sizes,
to 50 yards

from 20 5
CARPETS SOLD WEDNESDAY, 4 O'CLOCX.
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New York, Sept. 28th, 1896,
To the Honorsble,
The mMayor of the City of New York:
My dear Sir:-

I beg to make complaint against Gross &

Coon, Auctioneers of the City of New York. At a recent auctioﬁA

held in this City and conducted by them I was compelled to
bid up for a mirror from $3.00 to $8.50. The only other
bidder was one of the Auctioneers Gross, who bought it for
$8.76; after it had been sold to him Auctioneer Coon of the
firm, told me that I could have the mirror for $9.00. I bought
it for $9.00 and paid $1.00 in addition for expressage, and
now the expressman threatens suit against me for the $1.00.

Gross & Coon have done this repeatedly, and are
unfit to be licensed by the Mayor.

Yours respectfully,

jZ%ZLgaée.cézg;42»¢4>éa<yc//’
208" Bt Pre—
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L.aw Office of
Henry lLevy,

#196 Last 121st St.,
New York City.

New York, October 14th,1896

Hon. William L, Strong,
Mayor of the City of New Yérk.
Siri-
After having called on your Mr. Borroughs this A.M. iu refer-
ence to filing a complaint against one Imil Fischel an auctioneer

of the City of New York duly licensed by yourself as to his conduct

and ccetion in a certain sale of property in this city. A client
« -

of mine by neme Frederick L. Crandall residing at Number 116 Last
126th St., in the City of New York purchased a horse nndgﬁagon
fromn a person by the name of Strauss and at the time of purchiase,
delivered to said Strauss a chattel mortgaze; that hafore maturity
of said chattel mortuaze the said Crandall delivered to Mr. Strauss
sufficient personal property to cancel the said indebtedness.
Notwithstanding the cancellation of the indebtedness Mr.
Strauss proceeded to foreclose said mortgage and sell said property
by Emil Fischel, an auctioneer. That the said property was duly
advertised in the "World" of October 2nd, 1896 setting forth that
the said property would be soid at 10 o'eloek in the forenoon of
that day at #1874 Park Avenue in the City of New York and that he
acted pursuance to an order from the attorney Ffor said mortiagee.

ay
That Mr. Crandall in conjunction with his [father another

1
“eitizen who will appear at any time your Honor suggests and two
membaers of our Police Lepartmeant in this city attended at the place

in question for the purpose of the sale; that the friend of said

Crandall who will be present when your Honor desires him ready to




v

purchase the said property for the benefit of the young man, Mr,
Crandall, Jr. That no sign of any sale was visible to the naked
eye, that no announcement was made of an adjournment of said sale,
but that some person unknown to my client entered the stable in
question took the horse therefrom and drove away; nothing was
heard of said sale or its adjournment until I had semt word to the
auctioneer that I was about to make a complaint against him when

he produced another advertisement in which he wad to sell builders
hardware and mechanics tools =2t Corner of 63rd St. and Second Aven-
ue by order of the mortgagee describing ghe property that he was

to sell on that day in question to-wit, the 3rd day of October 1896
and after describing under the gzeneral advertisemamits hereinfore
mentio;ed to your onor I will also sell by order of'tha attorney
for mortzazee at 1 o'clock sharp one hay horse wagon and harness,
beinz the same property that was to be sold by virtue of said mort-
gage on the day previous.

It is evident to my min@ the intention of secretly ad-
journing the sale in question was f{or the purpose of defrauding
this youig nan Mr, Crandall out of his horse and wagon, whichi he
had justly paid for, and I am satisfied after an investigstion by
your ‘onor, that you will find that Mr. Fischel acted in conjunc-
tion with the mortzazee for that purpose as the said Strauss is
one of those general merchandise brokers purchasing stores and
selling its contents at auction, and Mr., Fischel being his aue-~
tioneer, We would therefore ask that your Honor give us a hearing
that we may be present with our witnesses to satisfy your Honor
that this man, Fischel is not one who should sell under your Honors
courtesy of being an auctioneer in this city.

Awaiting your reply, I am, Sir,

Yours very respectfully, //ﬂ

g L
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SAMUIL GOLDBERG,

—WHOLESALE DEALER IN—

Received f/ om Auction Daily.
NUFACTURER AGENT OF

yus 4 ) HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR
“( anal Street,

Bet. Forsyth & Chrystie Sts., NEW YORK.







City orF NEw YORK.

OFFiCE OF THE MAYOR.

Novemker 30th,1896.

Complaint was this day lodged with the Mayor

éby Samuil Goldterg, wholesale dealer in embroidery,

;SR ——,

5 3aces, cuttons & ., at No,105 Elm St., that S. Heyman,
l/,-r 7é FMMJ/ CP
ngy Auutloneegzﬁad teen instrumental in defrauding him out of

; 5.;* . %47. He alleged that he had sold this ©till of goods
o&» 4
,._Z‘U,“: i

fV? d&vs tefore, and that through the influence of the Auction-

tD H. Macher & Co., N0.1448 First Avenue, ubout eight

gs eér, Heyman, Macher & Co. were persuaded to sell out

¥ ';E%nd did sell out their stock to Heyman; that Macher &
Po. packed up their personal effects Sunday night, the

b9th of November, and left early Monday morning; that

Heyman was then,Agt the time of making the couplaint)
ﬁelling the stock of Macher & Co. at auction; that sever-
" al other creditors besides himself were being defrauded.
An OFfFficer was imnediately sent to No.1448
First Avenue and the sale stopped, all but fifty out
of three hundred lots having been sold when the Officer

stopped the sale. Hearing set down for 10 o clock AiMa,

December 1lst. &/;Zf?yzﬁiJZi;f /éé;¢¢77 &/z/y
L?

e XK (54 A
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GROSSMAN & VORHAUS,

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW,
63 PARK ROW,

(WorLD BUILDING.) TELEPHONE 3881 CORTLANDT.

' \
YORK,.. November 18, .. ....1808,

B

Hon, William L. Strong, Mayor, /\) / /

N

New York City, N. Y.} | ]
Dear Sir:--— ” \\\ ‘mié
T beg leave to notify you that william J. Northrup, a
1icensed auctioneer of this city, has failed to account to me for about
One thousand dollars, balance .of a sum collected byhim as auctioneer for
sales made by him at my request. The circumstances are as follows:

lLast Spring T was designated the assignee for the benefit

“i the ereditors of Francis S. Riesenberg who owned & lumber yard at

Wi pdlawn, this city. Being required by law to dispose of the assets
of'he assignor as speedily as possibhle, T éngaged Mr, Northrup , &
licensed auctioneer, to sell the lumber at auction. The sale was had
last July, and the total amount of money realized at that sale was about
Three thousand dollars. The suctioneer has paid over all except about
One thousand three hundred dollars, and as the expenses of the sale
‘were about Two OF Three hundred dollars, he has failed to account for
over One thousand dollars, When I demanded payment of all the moneys
so collected by the auctioneer, less his commission and expenses, he
informed me that he had used about One thousand dollars of the money in
a private transaction of his own, but expected to be reimbursed in a
few days when he would pay me. 31nce3f£en he has from time to time
made all manner of excuses for failing to pay the balance, and finally
promised that if I would wait until after election, he would make this
sum good. He has, however, not kept his promise,

T have written him several-times informing him of the

dangerous situation he has placed himself in, but he seems to pay no




CROSSMAN & VORHAUS,

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW,
63 PARK ROW,

(worLp BuiLDING.) TELEPHONE 3881 CORTLANDT.

NEW YORK,. . .. ...

attention to my requests, Under the circumstances, I feel myself
called upon to make this complaint to you by vitue of whose authority
he is permitted to conduct his business as auctioneer, As I am com-
pelled to account to the Court for the proceeds 6f the sale, you will

readily understand the necessity of compelling Mr, Northrup to make

payment to me as speedily as'possible, or else make satisfactory ex-

planation of his conduct,
I hope you will give this matter your attention, and
remain,

Very truly yours,

(Dictated)










YARDS:

INSPECTION.
:‘ WM- J- NORTH RU P’ ‘ 103, 105, 107 & 109 IITH AVENUE.

STORAGE. ’
TRUCKING. ‘ (TRUSTEE,) 326, 328, 330 & 332 13TH AVENUE.
671, 673, 675 & 677 WEST IQTH ST.

COMMISSION. | |
| ’ MAIN OFFICE :

INSPECTORS
SUPPLIED. WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 507 WEST 21ST ST.. NEW YORK,

Mr,B.L.Rurrows December 2nd
Confidential Clerk ,Mayors Office,
Dear sir; The "Auction Sale"
in question on August 6th,for L.,J/Vorhaus Asignee,was done according
contract in presence of witness,
Mr.Vorhaus,is endeavoring connect a contract made after the sale with

with the contract made before the sale supon his own proposition in

the presence of witness I settled with him on November 25th,1896,

3\

/ “y 7/

Yours very respectfully (L
£/
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OFFICE OF . ..
* WM. A TOBIAS,

GENERAL SIERGHANDISE BROKER,

206 East 8sth Street,
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OFFICE OF . .. ~
WM: A. TOBIAS,

GENERAL MERCHANDISE BROKER,

206 East 85th Street,
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COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF. THE PEACE.
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

[ Cotobce G#isod

; ; - = ;i%aﬁL;é‘dﬂ/?fé«M- ezed .
I Certify that the annexed is a copy of &~ certh now on File in the Clerk’s

Office, and that the same has been compared by me with the original, andefs g/ correct transcript there-

. =,

from, and of the whole of said original &) { @

o
-

Clerk of Court.




COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF THE PERACE,
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

THE GRAND JURY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK,
for the SEPTEMBER TERM, for the year 1896, respectfully
present to the Court, as follows:

THE attention of the Grand Jury has been called
to the fact that the Laws regulating public auctions of
personal property ére systematically and grossly evaded
and violated in this City. Evidence supporting this said
. fact has been laid before the Grand Jury and in several
instances this evidence has been sufficient, in the judg-
ment of the Grand Jury, to warrant Indictments against :
the offepding parties and such Indictments have been found.

The testimony presented to the Grand Jury showed
that frauds of the grossest character are systematically

practiced at se-oélled auctions in this City.

Among the various fraudulent devices practiced by

these auctioneers who offend against the law, may be men-
tioned;

The practice of procuring false, ficticious and
fraudulent bids from "Puffers® or "By Bidders®" who regular-
ly attend these auctions in the interest, and in the pay of
the auctioneer for the purpose of making such fraudulent
and ficticious bids against bona fide bidders in order to

advance the price of the article offered at the auction.




(2)

A similar practice resulting in the same effect
obtains at these auctions by which the auctioneer, while
pretending to sell his goods at public auction to the
highest bidder without reserve, really maintains what may
be ecalled a reserve price, arbitrarily fix ed by himself,
below which he will not sell goods to bidders. Unless
this price is reached by bidders, the auctioneer himself
announces a ficticious bid and knocks down the goods to a
ficticious buyer, while actually retaining the goods him-
self.

Where this practice prevails, the genuine bona
fide bidders lose the benefit of their lawful rights for
the article offered to the highe;t bona fide bidder and
the so-called auction ceases to be an auction in reality.

In addition to this practice, evidence has also
been adduced before the Grand Jury showing that in at least
one instance it was the custom of a public auctioneer to
keep in stock an article of high grade and quality which
he pretended to put up for sale from day to day, while
furnishing to those persons making the highest bids a
similar article of inferior quality.

It appears also that the grossest misrepresenta-
tions as to the quality and value of the article put up ét

these so-called auctions are constantly made by the auc-

tioneer with a view to deceiving and defrauding the bidders

at the sale, and that too in the face of the express pro=

visions of law making such representations a crime.




(3)

From these corrupt and fraudulent practices on
the part of public auctioneers it follows that the publie
is deceived and the laws upon our statute books regulating
the conduct of such auctions are habitually disregarded
violated and defied. Public auctions of goods have
always been considered fit subjects for the most rigid
legislative regulation and executive supervision for the
protection of the publiec and it is on account of this fact
that the Grand Jury has decmed it to be its duty to call
the attention of the court to these abuses now prevailing

. in this City.

In the opinion of the Grand Jury, the public inter-
ests require that those authorities who have charge of the
granting and renewal of auctioneer's licenses should exep-
cise their functions with the utmost care and with a most'
rigid supervision of the metheds followed by the licenses.

In addition to this remedy it is also respectfully sug-

gested that the police authorities should give especial

attention to these auctions with a view to a strict en-
forcement of the penal laws providing for the punishmmht
of persons offending against the statutes by which publie
auctions of goods are regulated.

THE GRAND JURY respectfully presents these con-
siderations to the Court with the request that the atten-
tion of the proper authorities be called to the matters ;
stated herein.

New York, October 2nd, 1896. Joseph J. Kittle,
Foreman.

Secretary,

H. T. Carey.




THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK

against

JOHN R. FELLOWS,

DISTRICT ATTORNEY,
No. 82 CHAMBERS 8T.,

NEw York CiITy.
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New York, December 2th, 1896.

To the Honorable William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

The undersigned, who are engaged in business
wholesale auctioneers, are deeply impressed with the
injury done to the public and to all honest auctioneers,
by the prevalence of fraudulent practices at certain
auction sales in this City.

The existence of these practices to a very wide
extent, is not only matter of common rumor, but was made
the subject of special consideration by the‘Grand Jury
of this County at the September term; which consideration
resulted in a presentment, in which the grand jury di-
rected attention to the existence of those practices
and called upon the ¢gfficersof the law to enforce the
statutory penal provisions against those carrying on
such practices.

The presentment showed that these practices fal;
generally into three classes:
1st. PFraudulent representations as to the value,
character and quality of the articles put up for sale
at auction.

2nd. Pictitious sales, by which the bona fide

bidder is deprived of his right to the articles by a

fictitious bid by a puffer or capper employed to bid
articles offered for sale, unless they reach a price
secretly fixed by the auctioneer.

Srd. The employment of puffers or mock;ﬁidders
to run up the price against the bona fide hidder, so
to force him to higher bids for articles to which he

legally entitled at lower bids.




Suen practices have been denounced as grossly fraud-
ulent by the courts. The Supreme Court of the United
States in Veazie v. Williams, 8 How. U. S. 133, says:

"By-bidding or puffing by the owner, or caused by
the owner, or ratified by him, has often been held to be
a fraud, and avoids the sale. ; X X The by-bidding
deceives, and involves a falsehood, and ig, therefore bad.
It violates too, a_leading condition of the contract of
sales at auction, which is that the article shall bhe
knocked off to the higk , real bidder, without puffing.

538, 6539). It does not answer to apoligize

by-bidding 1s common. For, observed Lord

'Gaming, stock jobbing, and swindling are fre-
quent. But the law forbids them all' (Cowp. 397) In
Bexwell v. Christie (Cowp. 396) the pole-star on this
whole suﬁjecf, it is said: 'The basis of all dealings
ougcht to be good Taith. So more especially in these
transactions, where the public are brought together in a
confidence that the articles set up for sale will he
disposed of to the highest real hidder. o X
Hor does it lessen the injury or the fraud if the hbhy-

1

bidding be by the auvuctioneer himself. lHe being agent of
the owner, is equally with him forbidden by sound princi-

ple to conduct clandestinely and falsely on this subject

(Cowp.397) All should be fair =-- ahove hoard. Indeeé

in point of principle, any fraud by auctioneers is more

i

dangerous than by owners themselves. The sales through

4 1-

the former extend to many millions annullay, and are dis-

tributed over the whole country, and the acts acompanying

them are more confided in as honest and true, than acts or

statements made by owners themselves in their own hehalf

and to advance their own interests. Great care is therefar|

proper to preserve them unsullied, and to.digscourage and

-




tepress thé.thadlest deviations in them from rectitude."
_ It is unnecessary for us to enlarge upon the fraud

_§E§§upthqtrq§9q_ygggnghﬁmggﬁqlic, opmtoﬂgyphqﬁlgg_}he

injury done to honest auctioneers, by the continuance

of these fraudulent practices at auction sales.

We are advised that the law provides severe penal-
ties for those guilty of these practices, and that the
power is vested in your hands to revoke the licenses
of all auctioneers whom you may deem justly open to
criticism in the methods pursued by them in conducting

their sales.

-

The recent conviction in the Court of General Sessions

of persons engaged in the retail auction business - the
one for naving, while acting as auctioneer, made a fic-
titious sale of an article; and the other, a puffer
employed by the auctioneer, for having made a fictitious
purchase at such a sale-- and the statement. made in
their confession, as to the wide extent to which others
are engaged in similar transactions in this City, can
leave no doubt but that the evil to which we call your

attention, is one which should demand your serious con-

sideration as the head of our municipal government.

Supervision over auction sales is by law, specially
committed to your charge, and the interests of honest
auctioneers and merchants in this City, as well as the
public at large, demand that a special effort should be
made to crush out the fraudulent practices at auction
sales.

We therefore respectfully request that you will




use all the authpity vested in you, and all your influ-
ence with other departments of the City and County gov-

ernment, to suppress fraudulent practices at auction

salies.
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To the

HON. WILLIAML . STRONG, .

Mayorvor the City of New Yorke.
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December 29th, 1896.

Mr. Swayne, rerresenting Swayne & Swayne, attorneys
for Ashton M. Boney, conmplainsarainst Auctioneer EBugere Drey-
Fus o6 349 Hhast 77th street, this €61ty Borey ¢ ausigned a
stock of drurs in drug store in Brooklyn to Dreyfus for sale
at auction. Sele tocok place on prenmises. Certain lots
were sold to a man named Rockey. It aprears that the items
sold to Rockoy are entered in the book at less amounts than
th e coods brmoucht at the sale, as shown by the bill presentéd
to Rockey and the check to D. Rosenthal froem-Rockey in pay-
ment for the gocods. Dreyfus and Company settled with Eoney
thie owner of the store, in aCCUP&;hCC with tlie book. This
bookiis in the possession of complainant,; also chieck tc
Reosenthal from Rockey; alsc itemized auctioneer's book in
whiichh each item is entered as sold and the amount 1 or which

scld
rpears that other buyers were treated in the
same marner as complainant; in that they paid more to the
Auvctioneer than the Auctioneer gave to the owner oif the
g0 0ds . Complainant also alleges that ccntrary tc law,
manyﬁarticles were knocked down to the first bidders, the
objeet being, it is alleced, to curry ftavor with certain

peeple in the drug trade.

Hearing set down for Monday, January 4, 189%, at

110:30 a. m. Notice to this eftect sent to Swayne & Swayne

land to LEurenec Dreyfus.







TOPLITZ BROS.,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

HATS, CAPS anp STRAW GOODS,

117 BLEECKER STREET,
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TOPLITZ BROS.,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS

HATS, CAPS anp STRAW GOODS,
117 BLEECKER STREET,
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CiTty oF NEw YORK.

OFFice oF THE MAYOR.
r
{

December 31 st,

Lipph‘.an Tannenbaum of L. Tannenbaum & Company,
Jewelers,, 52 Nassau street, corner of Maiden Lane,
complains ot Auctioneer Frank E. Core. About two
months since Tannenbaum & Compary soléd jewelry, etc.,
fo Frank Ksufmann, 125th street near Seventh averue,
tc the amount of about Seven hundred ($700.) dcllars.
It seemes that the understanding wes that Kaufmann
was to make good for the jewelry immediately after
the holidays. Complainant alleces that Kaufmann
mortraged his whode stock, amounting to Six thousand

dollars or thereabouts worth of goode; to his brother

with intent to defraud creditors. In this morning's

Adverticser, as per clipping attached, Auctioneer Core

advertised the sale of these goods by order of Louis
Leubusch.er, mortgagee. The whole ctock was sold in-
side of ten minutes tc the mortgagee without regard

to value. Comple inant accuses the auctioneer of

eamplici ty in the fraud.




City oF NEw YORK.

OFFicE oF THE MAYOR.

Hearing set down for Monday, January 4th,

1897, at eleven, o'elock a.m.




CiTty oF NEw YORK.

OFFice oF THE MAYOR.

earing set dcwn for Monday, January 4th,
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Hon. W, L. Strong,
Mayor of New York City.
Dear Sir : =

.I am in receipt of your Tavor
asking me to send a report to you regarding a
letter sent to you by James Lowy, which letter
I return to you herewith. .

I conducted a sale on Dec, 21st--
not Deec, 1l4th as this man states--at the Hudson
River Stores, which sale this man attended. I
enclose you herewith a catalogue of the sale for
your better understanding, Lowy bid $2.75 on
lot 5§, which was described as a box of notions,
and was knocked down to him at that price. A
few minutes afterwards he pretended to have ex-
amined it and claimed it was not as described

in the catalogue, and demanded his money back.
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Hon,W.L.Strong (2)

This was refused, but he was told by myself and
others to wait until after the sale was over
and any cause he had for complaint would be
listened to and adjusted. This, however, did
not satisfy him,»for he acted iik‘ a~wild man,
and you would have thought he invested thousands
and lost instead of a matter involving but $2.75.
Finally he became so vil@y abusive and boister-
ous that an officer was sent for to remove him
from the place as he was obstructing the sale.
Before the officer arrived some one had opened
the package and discovered he had made a good
purchase, and he then slunk away. The next
day, Dec, 22nd, he paid for his purchases, $7.50
in all, and removed the goods. Having had no

complaint from him since it is fair to assume
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Hon.W,L,Strong (3)
that he received his moneys worthe

Regarding his e¢laim that he was
the highest bidder at $1.50 for lot 28 on the
same catalogue, he simply stat?s an untruth as
that lot sold for $2, to a man giving the name
"Je Mo," a total stranger to me.

This same Lowy appeared at a sale
I was conducting On Dec, 28th and made a bid.
He was told his bid would not be accepted, that
we wanted no business with him whatever, as we
did not want a repetition of the same disgrace-
ful scenes that happened at the sale of the 21st.

ctfully yours, / g,

//
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WAYLAND E. BENJAMIN,

COUNSELLOR AT LAW,

Harlem Office :
No. 2293 Third Avenue, cor. 125th St.

No. 150 Nassau St. ———
Telephone, 337 Harlem.

Telephone, 1235 Cortlandt. Special Hours :
8.30to 10 A. M. and 5t0 6 P. M,

NEW YORK,... .. .. Recs. 24, 1896,

Messrs. James Re Keane & Co.,
15563 3rd Ave., City.

Gentlemen: -

1 shall be surprised to leam that vou authorized
your representative, Mr. 0'Connor, to threaten Mrs. . Cooke wih a
complaint to the Mayor based upon your claim to a mortgage upon
some fumiture sold to one Wilson. While that threat stands no
negotiations for a settlement of your alleged claim can be enter-
tained. As you are perfectly well aware Mrs. Cooke is amply res-
ponsible for any legal claim you have - she owngthe bli;ilding,
which is worth over $100,000 whers she conducts the storage and
auction business which was fomerly and for many ye@rs carried on
by her late husband Justus Cooke, enjoying a reputation second to
none in the City. o complaints have -ever been made during these
many years against this house, and you must know that you have not
the slightest basis whatever for a threat to get the license revok-
ed. Mrs. Cooke has acted in perfect good faith throughout; the:
goods you claim were not received from any person by the name of
Wilson, and careful inquiry failed to disclose any mortgage upon
them. And yourmort gage was not filed as réquired by law when the
goods were sold, but 19 days after. 1f your threat is withd rawn
the claim may be settled to avoid suit, but settlement is out of
. the question while that stands. :

Yours &c.

W. E. Benjamin,




JAMES R. KEANE & CO.

Manufacturers of and Dealers in

Furmture Carpets, O1l Cloths, Etc.

1351 & 1353 THIRD AVENUE,

.
’

(Bistatud)) NeEw York,  Jen.

Hon. William L. Strong.,
Meyor,
Dear Sir:-

,ﬂfﬁe beg to Lving your atvtention to a violation of the
privileges of an auctionser in interfering with eand disposing of
Property belonging to us. In last Oc¢tober ﬁe sold some furniture
t0 one Gzorge Wilson, &nd rscsived thereon a chactel mortgage
which wes filed, Wilson sent the pwup‘pcy, - perhaps sold it, -
to Mrs. Justus Cooke, at 125th, Street &nd Third Avenue, While
the property was in her possasssion we gave her personal notice
of our claim gna identified part of the proparty. In the facs of

this she has dispossd of the Property and refusses to pay us for

it Wilson is not to be found, We think the auetionzer who sacts

for Mrs. Cooke is Jeffarson Wilmu.r't./

We desire to enter formal complaint in the matter that
investigation may ba made of methods which herdly seem consistent
in those receiving specisal privileges through suction license.

Va % R ’bp\,(..t.t Lllly,




WAYLAND E. BENJAMIN,

:l : Harlem Office :
Je Re Keane & Co. QOYNSELLOR AT LAV, No. 2293 Third Avenue, cor. 125th St.

No. 150 Nassau St. =
Telephone, 337 Harlem.

vSs.
Telephone, 1235 Cortlandt. Special Hours:

Jugtus Cooke. 8.30t0 10 A. M. and 50 6 P. M,

NEW YORK, . J@Nne 13y 1897,
Hon.. William L'. St rong,
Mayo r.
Dear Sir:-

Replying to the letter of Mr., Burrows, your confiden-
tial clerk. it Messrs‘. James R‘. Keane & Co., whom 1 suppose are.
the complainants in the matt;er referred to therein, have any claim
against. Mrs’. Cookey 1 see no reason why they should attempt to col-
lect it by filing a complaint with you instead of resorting to the
Courts. Their agent , at the very nta:t,'anne.taced his intention
to lodge a complaint, as he has done, and to endeavor to have the
licenge of the Auctioneer revoked, daladlﬁs that there would be no
suit in the matter. As Mrs. Cooke acted in pefect good faith in
buying the property in question, not from George Wilson, the peréon
from whom Keane & Co. claim to hold a mortgage upon the property,

but from a Mrs. Freeman, first requi ring the production of receipts

of Keane & Coe. by Mrs. Freeman showing that ghe had paid for the

goods Mrs. Cooke bought, and as furthemore the Mo rtgage produced
by Keane & Co. was not filed, as required by law, immediately upon
its execution, but, as they claim, three weeks later, 1 advised
Mrs‘. Cooke not to accede to the demand of Keane & Co., but to let

the matterbe settled in Court. They demanded the full amount of

$49.30, which they claim was the balance due upon their mortgage.




WAYLAND E. BENJAMIN,
Harlem Office :

COUNSELLOR AT LAW, No. 2293 Third Avenue, cor. 125th St.

No. 150 Nassau St.
: Telephone, 337 Harlem.

Telephone, 1235 Cortlandt. Special Hours:
8.30 to 10 A. M. and 5 to 6 P. M.

NEW YORK,

(2)
The amount which was realized upon the sale of the same goods at

public auction - the same means by which Keane & Co. would have

been compelled to foreclose their mortgage - was $29.90., The lat-

ter amount Mrs.. Cooke would have been willing to pay in settlement
in order to avoid suit and stand the lo:ss, but Keane & Co. refused
to accept anything less than the balance of $49.30 claimed to be
due upo‘n t hei r mo rt gage. That is all there is to this matter, and
1 respectfully submit that there is nothing whatever in the circum-
stances that would call for any action on your part affecting the
Auctioneer's license. There are 8 very large number of people
bringing goods to Mrs. Cooke to be sold every month, and of course
it is impossible for her to avoid, now and then, receiving goods
for sale from people who are not the owners, or who have given

mo rtgages upon the property which have not been paid, and when she
sells the property of others without their authority she is respon-
sible for the loss, and when the claimant®s right is established 11.1
the proper way the claim will be paid without question. 1f you
desire any further information about this matter 1 am atvyour ser-
vice. |

Y

5. 1 enclose copy of a letter which 1 mailei to Keane & Co.
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Brtraasd . Hoady.

MAYOR’S MARSHAL,
ROOM 1, CITY HALL.
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OFFICE OF
MAURICE H. COTLIEB,
COUNSELOR AT LAW,

70 ESSEX STREET,
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