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Mar .22,1910.m

Your favor of March 21st is at hand.

We faar we could not

agsign uniformed policemen 10 the poats. The

boants on the North River geem to be very well cone

dust od without the ald of the police. We can, 1f

you still advise =%, wave the mates made special

yolicomen, but they now have the same power of are
och they would have {f they were made spec-
A .itizen has the same power. of

in the case of an of -

roast whi
ial officers

which nn o 'ficer has .
Tf you think they

o spicial officers please send a list

should be mad

~f their nemes in to me-

Calvin Tomkins ; Beq .

Dock Commi:sioner:
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oct .31'19100 m

I beg to enclose to you a letter of police-
man Llias. It may D¢ that he was treated in such

a wiy Tor the good of the service.

I forgot to say to you that in this nat -

ter/of transfers T have listened to no politicians

whaever, and I am sure I need not caution you to

§
'
I

a.ctj in the sam manner. The great object is to ab-

ao*xolydinconnoct the police force from politics,

-

an{ also from the connections through which they col-

leh gvdftg

Very truly yours,

8 C. Cropsey, Baq.,

Police Commiassioner.

L]
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Daar Mrr Reynolds:

You had no occasion to write axonerating
vourscelf as T do not bdlieve the statements. I
an sorry {o notice from your letter that any trans-
Pevs whatever were made at the request of Calder
ot any vrolitician. The fact that a policeman gels
aty such outside help s anough to show that he is
not £1¢ to be transf . rred, for they are gll woll
ihforsmed that we want no outside recommendations
a‘caver. As for the Ruddy place, there seems O
. 80 mich about it that there can be little doubt
nat 1t 18 an evil pliace, yet 1t 1s difficult %o
at evidence no doubt. I notice that Dillon and
thers talk of it as & poolroom. T do net know
hat they mean by that., There are no places in
he city where pocls are sold. Last winter I or-
avred the disuse of that Talse word. It makes peo-
la all over thpaigte believy that we still secll
ools on hovsehs - 4in thie city, whon as a matier
¢ fact there MAs not been 4 pool sold or a pool ~
oom kopt since the comstitution of 1894 went into
ffoct. 1 suppose he means betting on horse races,
ut a police inspector wno does not know that book -
atting on horse races is not pool-sclling is not
1+ ¢o be on the forc: and you hacd baetter call
111lon 4n and tell him so and that T said so.
etting is on¢ thing dbut pool-selling ig an antire-

Ly different thing,

“Wory truly yours,

#

.ouis H. Reynolds, Rsq.,
Pourth Deputy Police Commissioner.

#H&‘hﬂw*’bﬁu PPy ¢ Ve B eSS




Dec.6,1910.%

1 encloss to vou a letter of
d1ow Fowler. 1 am opposed
policemen around to wedd ngs,
them at weddings and recep-
“ns where they have no right to be
wlatever, Ihey oceupy their time
argely geing into the kitechen and
risking. I have been to the simplest
3dings where I hare seen three poligce-
nenn 8t the door, tried to stop all
jof that under Baker, There are un- *
daubtedly exceptional cases, lowever,
' where policemen are necessary on ac-
sount of the traffic, and this seems
to be such an occasien,

Very truly yours,

MayorT.

¢
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wrs dleton has called mv attention
the Tact that whenever any wounded person accused o
a criminal offence comes into the citv M..ospi Lals,
a policeman 13 sent#to the hospital to watch such
person :-‘r‘?il ple to be taken out Th

o0t 0f the hed or
wards for women, andg i e
ing >ne save Lnat the number of davs thus wasted bv
policemen 13 greater than if one policeman were de-
tailed to each hospital to stav there all the time.
I am Pnoloqi.,;r tg vou a full memorandum of the matter
Y Wilil vou pe 80 z00d as to anave it

nto tnoroughiv and let me'h&ve A report,

Laat instead of detalliing poldicew we could
leputize some emplovee of the _‘i-f;; spital, such as thse
clerk or secretarv, not to allow a person so accused
of erime to leave the hospital except in the custodv

of a policeman. Or it may pe that,v

poligefien whg could be SIPNSPImes

Very truly vours,

James C. Cropsey., Eeqg.

Police Commissioner
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The Mayor,
City Hall,
New York City.

S ir
I am today revoking the designation of

Inspector Hussey and placing him in charge of a
precinct as a Captain; 1 am also transferring a

fow of the Captains, putting tThem where I think
their services will be of greater value to the
department. When these changes are made, the
situation regarding Captains will bhe as follows:

Bvery precinct in the Greater City will

be in charge of a Captain, except six. This

statement does not include The Bridge, Traffic and

A Captain will be in charge of
- an and

the Borough of the Bronx; in every precinect but
three (279th, 290th and 292nd) in the Borough of
Queens, and every precinct bub two (89th and 99th)
in the Borough of Richmond. 0f the four Bridge
precinets, only ome w11 be in charge of a Captain,
and even thaet, I think, is unnecesSsSary. 0f the
four Traffic precinets only one will be in charge

of a Captain, and that, I think, entirely suffic=-
The Harbor precincts will not be in charge

of a Captain, and I think it 1is unnecessary that
they should.

The six precinets (other them Bridge,
Traffic and Harborg’ which will be without Captains
have only a small number of men in each, and, in my
judgment, it is ent irely unnecessary to have Cap-
ains in charge of them. The force attached to

each is as follows:

(

-~




His Honor, The Mayor-=2-

77TH PRECINCT (City Island):
4 Lieuts.: 4 Sergts.; 18 Patrolmen; 2 Doormen;
1 Acting Sergt.

89TH PRECINCT (New Dorp):
4 Lieuts.: 3 Sergts.; 14 Patrolmen; 1 Doorman;

99TH PRECINCT (Tottenville):
5 Lieuts.: 4 Sergts.; 256 Patrolmen; 1 Doorman;

279TH PRECINCT (Far Rockaway):
6 Lieuts.: 4 Sergts.; 27 Patrolmen; 1 Doormean;

290TH PRRECINICT (College Point):
4 Lieuts.; 4 Sergts.; 26 Patrolmen; 1 Doorman ;

202ND PRECINCT (Whitestone):
4 Lieuts.: 4 Sergts.; 17 Patrolmen; 1 Doorman,

- 3§ A It may be that in the Borough of Queens a
es ber of precincts would be desirable, es-
eelafly in the Rockaway and Whitestone sect jons,
have not as yet had an opportunity of invest-
the matter sufficiently to have arrived 27
inion. _

5,_.
$ mots

o e

| ol

E,HE 8 I am firmly convinced, however, that there

wo .need of Captains in any of the six precincts
g¥at! are now without them, nor in the Bridge,
fneaPfic or Harbor precinets; in fact, I think there
da-mn0 need of having the Captain in the one Bridge
inct where he now is, but, as I do not know of
lace where he is really needed, I am leaving
here for the present.
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With the reduction of Inspector Hussey,
sti1l remain thirteen Inspectiors.

Yours respectfully, >
oy
(U
Az Za

e

S 4
' Police Commissioner.

wano tactnmo? eotlioYed




Mar.5,1911.

From thePolice Commissioner
revoking designation of In-
spector Hussey and placing
him in charge of a precinct
as a Captain; also transferring
a few Captains.




Maren 16th, 1911.

vour favor of March 15t¢h repo-ting on
the waste of time of poiicemen in hospivals 18
we thought

at hand. The casée is even worse than
out it togetner. 1 am

it was when we gpoke ab
Mrs. Pendleton, one of

gending your letter to
tv & women who have charge of the hospitale, or

.ait them from the outside,

27 of Aer'$ | e8 back we wil

ﬁie matter over. - Her ’
an be stationed at eacih hospital-
¢ would be a great saving of

)

¢cid poliicem

‘m yvour figures tha
~ime, but it may te better to appoint a special
man in each hospital.
please also consider whether the special
1 blocks and are paid by tae

patrolmen who pairo
people of the block may
e suitable legis

not be left alone .until
lation on the whole

I have written to them all that the
an do his patrol duty Jjust as
patrolman's badge and

we get som
subject.

ran they hire ¢
well as though he had a

make arresis.
Very truly yours,
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/tflﬂf%lﬁ'//‘pril 5. 1911.

>

His Honor
The hyor,
City Hall,
New York City.

S 1r:

Your letter of the 4th inst., trans-
mitting communication from Mr. Justice McCall
relating to patrolman Michael Griffin whom 1 have
transferred from the New York County Cowrt House,

has been received.

This officer had been in the Court
House for many years and has been on the Force
for meny more years, but his removal by me was

direoted for cause. However, realizing that he
had been many years in the service, I assigned
him to very easy work at one of the publiec baths

4n the City where he is not even obliged to
stand, but may 8it if he wishes.

When I was appointed there were two of-
ficers in the County Court House in New York,

“% ¢
i

Griffin being one of them -- his assigmment, how-
ever, was to the County Clerk's office and the

other officer was supposed to cover the Court
House. When I sttempted to reduce the number of

nﬁ in detailed positions, I looked up the ages
" terms of service of these two mem and found

that Griffin had been so many years on the Force
that I decided to leave him in the Court House,
requir ing him, however, to oover the entire Court
House a8 well as to attend at the Naturalization
jureau in the County Clerk's office. That was
. done., However, a month or two thereafter, I re-
‘ceived a complaint against Griffin stating that

dnet towards persons who presented them-

- Be for naturalization was not civil and po-
 34te, and that his conduct was especially objec~

_ ‘tionable to the Hebrews. After receiving thie




His Honor, The Mayor-2-

complaint, I detailed a careful man to watch
Griffin for several days amd he reporftedto me that
Griffin was very loquacious and talked to the pros-
pective citizens in an improper and offensive way,
giving them directions and handling them generally
in a way which was quite unnecessary. I felt that
his services should be dispemnsed with in that posi-
tion, and, for that reason, ordered the transfer to
be made by which he was put in one of the interior
baths. In his place I have put another old man

who has served in the department some thing over
forty years, but who is still well able to perform

properly, and I hope satisfactorily, all the duties
thet are required of a man in the Court House.

The day after I had ordered this transfer
to be made, Mr. Crowell was here on some matter and
said that Mr. Justice Hendrick had spoken about the

matter and asked to have the man retained, amd 1
told him in substance what I have written you and

he said he would explain the matter to Jud ge
Hendrick.

With this, I am returning Judge MeCall's
letter. |

Yourg respectfully,

AL







His Honor
N

The Mayor,

City Hall,
New York City.

» 1 r

I have your letter of the 12th inst., en-
closing communication from Commiss ioner Stover with
regard to the lack of police in Central Park. -

This is a matter to which I have given

some personal attention, and a reduction of the
- force, to which Commissioner Stover refers, was by
- my direction. I do not agree with him that the

present force is inadegquate, but, even if that be
I am convinced that Central Park has more than

its equitable &A%ufi%ir proportion of the emtire
available force; fact, I think the present num-

ber in the park is too great, or at least more in
proportion than the other precincts of the City

have, all conditions considered.

' When I mede the redustion in the force, I
\ . wrote to Commissioner Stover explaining to him what
.\ I was doing amd adding that I wanted in every way
. \ to eco-operate with him in caring for the park, and

 that if it was found necessary to have more men
" dquring the Summer months I would be glad %o consid~

er adding to

miles lo _
to me that there are ample men in it to give rea=

sonable protection -- especially as the bulk of the
men are on duty in the day time when they are most

needed.

_ 1 can understand, of course, Commigsioner
Stover's wish to have many more policemen on duty
~ bub I have to consider the needs of the entire Ci%y




e i(is Honor, The Mayor-2-

and not merely the park, and I am firmly convinced

that the park even now has more than its fair share
of police protection.

I understand that it is a fact that dure
ing a few hours of the morning, once a week, the
mounted men are out of the park drilling. This
however, I am told is not an innovation, but tha
the same course has been followed in previous years.
You will see, of course, that even had mounted men
been on the bridle-path at the time referred to in
Commissioner Stover's letter the accident of which
Mr. Oppenheim complains might have still happened.

As the work in the park is considered
easier than the work in the regular precincts, I
have adopted the policy of giving the men who have
been longer in the service the preference of doing
duty there and have taken out the men who have been
on the force but a few years and who should be do-
ing the harder work which is required of men in
busy precincts. On the other hand, I have tried not
to put in the parks any men who are 8o 0ld or dis=-

abled as to be unfit to do properly the duty that is
required of them there.

A similar change and reduction in the force
has been made in Prospect Park.

With this, I am returning Commissioner
Stover's letter.

Yours respectfully
J/ﬂ/ <

Police Commigsioner.

i ——

__—H__







July 25,1911 .k
S 1r

I encloge to you a letter
from Mr. Denavan ¢laiming that police-
men are doing clerical and other work
in different places in the city. Can
we not get a complete 1list of these
pecple and call them in? I know you
are engaged in it already, but while
we are at 1t we might as well make a
conplete job of it. I understand
there are altogether too many policemen
in the Comptroller's office. There is
also one in the office of the Commis~-
sioner of Accounts who should be withe-
drawn, and there 1s one in the office
of the President of the Board of Alder-
men con¢erning which I wish te speak to
you when 1 see you next. He ie belng
used for purposes which are not proper.

Rhinelander Waldo, Bsq.,

Commissioner of Polics

Q




\/ January 5, 1912. b

. \\'V

B2 P
My attention is called to the statement in several

newgpapere here that policemen, and even a large number
of policemen -- some newepapers saying as many Aas 69 =-

attended the Peace Dinner by your direction las% Saturday

night at the Walderf Astceria. Were sny pclicemen sent

to this dinner?
I alsc saw it reported recently that the President

wag given no police protection when he came 10 the city,

Is ¢his true, or 44 you furnish the head of the United

Stetes detective force tre usual number of men? I have

ny doubt that both of taese newspaper statements are Tfalse,
put I prefer to have a record made of the matter 1 par-
ticularly do mot wiash to have it beiled all over this

country that we swnt policemen to stand over & dimner af

gentlemen

Rh? nelen der Waldo, Esq.,
Commissicner Department
ef P‘lic.o
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April 15th, 19123

At the opening day of the Brooklyn

baseball season the management in thelir eagerness

to get rich permitted the field to be covered with
gpectators to such an extent that the game cculd not
go on. Being appealed to I allowed the police to
come in to try %o put the orowd back. Of course they
did not succeed in getting them back far enough not
tc interfere with the game I degsire to say that
what I did I 40 not wigh to have taken for a prece-
dent. The police cannot be used by business people

for such purposes. The crowd was perfectly order-

ly and needed no police supervieion. The trouble
wae in allowing them to come upon the grounde in
auch zreat numbere if at all

TYery twruly yours,

Rhinelander Waldo, Eeq-,
Commi s sioner of Police,




8ir:
Please sae that the police aseigned %o

the Corporation Counsel's office as investigators

ape not withdrawn, but when the next budget is Dbe-
ing made up I wish you wonld remind me of the mat-

¢er. and have the question oonsidered whether 1%

wouid not be better to have oiviiian investigators
inatead of the poliece in the Jorporatiem Counesel's

office. We can do nothing sbout it until the

next budget is made up, and as you know such inves-

tigators are absolutely necesaary.

‘Very truly zpurlp

Ay

' 4

frJ
Ay

Rhinelander Wn.1490; :3 L
Commigeioner of Polivce,
New York Qity.
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October 1, 191Z2.

Hon. William J. Gaynor
llayor, City of New York,
City Hall,
New York City.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
September 30th, enclosing communication from Mr. Ernest Harvier.

Captain Lantry was transferred from the East O5lst Street
Police Station to Sheepshead Bay during the time Mr. Mitchell was
Acting llayor. Captain Lantry is a brother of Mr. Francis J. Lantry,
the former Democratic District leader, and now the Progressive Party
District leader, in the District in which his brother was a Police
Captain. I transferred Captain Lantry from Sheepshead Bay to Butler
Street, Brooklyn, July <d last. I offered to transfer him to The
Bronx, which, however, he said he did not care for. I was inclined
to transfer Captain Lantry to a Manhattan precinct, but his mentality
and abilities, in my opinion, do not render him & suitable man to com-
mand & busy precinct. The next time that a precinct becomes vacant

in Manhattan which I think can be handled by Captain ILantry I intend

to transfer him to it.

Very respectiully,
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Nov.15,1912 .k

S81r:
Policeman Short has been again removed Ifrom

the Charities Department in Brooklyn. He was put bdack
there for the reason that an {nvestigation shows that

\

a permanent policeman is necessary te serve bastardy

warrants and the like., These pcople gconceal themselves,

L]

and the woman has to g0 along with the policeman often
o identify them. I do mot think the work can be effi-

ciently done by Che department generally. Semetimes

the case is an emergency one and the man has to ve caught

quick before he goes aboard ship or train. They seem
to have the same difficulty also in the Court of Special
Sessionse . The clerk of that court has laid it before me.

Trese emergency arresis have 1o be made by a trained hand

who will go night or day, continuously, bringing the party

along with him, 1f hocuaaryo it might be well for you
th, on the subject.

+o0 have a talk with the clerk,
Very truly yours

Hainelander Waldo, XHeq.,
Gommissioner of Police.
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Nov.15,1912 .k

S1ir:
Policeman Short has been again removed Ifrom

the Charities Department in Brooklym. He was put bdack

there for the reason that an investigation shows that

2 pornincnt policeman is necessary te servs bastardy

warrants and the like. These pcople comceal themselves,

and the woman has te go along with the policeman often

o identify them. I do not think the work can be effi-

ciently done by the department generally. Semetimes

the case is en emergency one and the man has to be caught
They seem

quick before he goes aboard ship or train.
to have the same difficulty also in the Court of Special

Sessionse . The clerk of that court has laid it before me.

These emergency arrests have to be made Dy a trained hand

who will go night or day, continuously, bringing the party

along with him, if necessary. it might bpe well for yom

¥ with the clerk, Mr. Smith, on the subject. .

Very truly yours

Rhinellmﬂ!' 'Ildﬁ. E'Qo 3
ssioner of Police.
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January 3, 1913. »

Dear Mx. Comptreoller.

1 will attend to
the matter about the policeman.

We had to withdraw a large num-
ber Of policemen who were station-
ed here and there about the ‘city
in public offices and elsewhere.

You concurred in that, although
gome of the departments made a
great to-d0 about it. 1 do not
gee why the Police Commissioner
keeps removing this particular

- policeman, and I will see him.

E¥am 8 B Y ol o ugph it

# ﬁ‘w it *:-*‘h’ﬂ wﬂ ":Wm‘&m!i- }ﬂ‘?‘m“ 1§ '-..1 ﬁ.w;m#ih *' &

Hom. Williem 4. Prendergast.
Gomptroliar,
. Bew York City.




Dear Mr. Comptroller:
Commi ssioner Waldo informs

me that he has put the night policeman back as you
requested, but he gives it as his opinion that the

place ought to be filled by an employe of your de-

partment, If he 18 right about this, then it will

be necessary for you to creat® & new place in your

department. If he 18 wWrong, then a policeman will

be permanently assigned to the place, Of course

you know that my notion is strongly sgainst these

spec
glad to have you create & new place of watchman,

jal assignments of policemen, and I should be

&£ 1{f that should not be done, Or {f there are dif-

ficulties in the way (which I submit to your judg-
will give orders that

ment and discretion), then I
the policeman remain there permanently.
Very ¢

Hon. William A, Prendergast
troller,
y Br
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i r:

Please see that the Court

of Special Seesions is fivon the
necessary number of policemen %0

lo0k after bastardy cases and serve

warrante. TFExperience shows thatl

unless the same man ie kept on these
cases the work is not done. 1In the
case of bastardy warrants the offi-

cer has to act promptly, and'to with
the woman very often, and hunt u

the oulprit. lease send for the
Clerk of the court Mr. Smith and

arrange the matter with him.

very
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The POLICE COMMIISSIONEE

In view of the newspaper articles on the recent
transfer of some of the members of the Force attached to
this District and the false impression createa thereby, 1

respectfully request permission to give to the press the

.-

following facts in connection therewith:
That prior to the transier I had consulted with

you Ol 118 ac ‘/"ifj;._’l‘..llity, as the (‘;_{"figioncy of the men trans-

ferred had been seriously impaired; some, by charges made

L >

PO AT, A R " . , ™ £ 1 a 1 e , e : . > . | — -
against them in the press; others, by being so well known

in the District that it was hard for them to get a case

agalnst the regular violators of law in this locality.
I assume responsibility for the propriety of above

nest.

- -l

Respectiully,
(Signed) JOHN F. DWYIR,

Inspector, 4th District.




March 26, 1913.

don. William J. Gaynor,
Mayor, City of New York
New York.

’

It has been alleged in some of the papers that a recent

transfer of plainclothes men from the office of the Inspector of the

Fourth Inspection District was due in some way to the fact that the

Inspector some days previously had been sent for by the District At-
torney of the . County. Thile it is true that this statement is in
fact so absurd that it requires no denial, I deem it proper to report
the matter to you.

It has been the poliecy of the Department to continually
change the men assigned to plainclothes duty and used for the enforce-
ment oif the vice laws. The men in the District in cruestion had been
detailed to this duty longer than any others in New York county. Ke-
cently one of them was dismissed the Department for enceavoring to in-
duce a prostitute to employ a lawyer in whom he was interested.
was tried for perjury, but acquitted for lack of evidence. Two h:
been accused with abuse of power and indecent conduct with women against
whom they were supposed to be operating. Two were repeatecly mentioned

:

in the press in connection with the Goode scandal and had been the sub-

Ject of several accusations made to the Third Deputy Police Commissioner.




Hon. William J. Gaynor, £ March <6, 1913,

Iwo more had been accused in the press by an Assistant District Attorney
of drinking and carovsing with well known characters of the underworld

whose establishments they were supposed to be endeavor ing to close. Al-
legations had become so frecuent that it was deemed advisable not to al-

low them to remain longer on duty connected with the enforcement of the

1 &

vice laws. No possible reason could be seen for not transierring them

9

on account ol the fact that the Inspector with whom thev were operating

X
v
had been requested to visit a District Attorney. Since the beginning
of the present administration hundreds of men on similar auty have been

ﬂ
k|

transferred in like manner without any comment on the part of any one.
The services of these men, or any others, are alvays entire-
ly at the disposition of the Distriect Attorney for any investication

o/
ior which he may cesire to nse then.
It is the earnest desire of the Police Commissioner at all

L:"8

times to heartily co-operate with the District Attorn vs of all the

Counties in this City., ILack of co-operation between a District A=
torney and the Police Commissioner cannot but overate to the benefit
of the law-breaker and to the detriment of the public service. I have
and shall continue at all times to co-operate with all of the District
Attorneys in any manner that any oi them may desire.

l enclose copy of a letter from the Inspector of the [ourth
Inspection District, dated March 25, 1913, with reference to this in-

cident.

Very respectfull




