New Corrections Facilities




November 23nd, 1911. &

Your faver of November 30th informing me in
‘ull of the great neceseity of a new reformatory and a
16w workhougse with a single cell for each inmate ie 2%
hand: The account you give of an average of elight menm
to each cell, and o¢f {our women to each cell, and the im-
moralities which in¢vitably result therefrom, is most
distressing. We ire urru't'ing and canvicting psople

or ¢ertain vichs not very sazy U0 mention by name, an:

»
at the eame time by sonfining more than one person in

each cell in our penal ingtitutions we ars endduraging
and propugating these very same viges. You alsc point
out that in place of there hsing aas air epace or ration
of 400 cubic feet to each person, as the laws of moders
hygiene require, %there is & spave or ration of only 228
gupic feet. I is a0t {0 be wondersd at ihei all ilae
prison congressss, nterpatiomal. mational amd state,
have through their ~igitiag commlitteess condamned SLea¢
things a8 unciviliged. Fo doubt the fuade sbou.d D8

appropriated forthwith %o remedy thess evils, although




. g '-..«,-',.-,. - > 28 &2 % 2 : -y 1 . £ 4 -.: s ok ~, A ' . W o 4
he 1’“"'" """:3 'e"*}d"-‘: -’-10; bf e ‘.'5...»5 sﬂe *..I")..ll'!.tﬂ hﬂ&"

hbeen »r the last few years, and is now, a disposiilon

in th goverament ©f the ¢ity to cut dcwn all expanscs

to t¢ last dollary and toc omit neceesary apprepriatione
antiely, espeeially in the case of expenditures charge-
abls 50 corvorate stock, in order to have funds OF bor-
rowng Credit to puild sutways. Some of us have trled
toremove this condition by gstting the offer of operat-
in, companies to put up part or all of the money necessary

for subway construction accepted by the 01%y. As you

ate aware one company offered to put l:.bout ’100 000,000

for that purpose, but in one way or another its offer
@s not accensted but frittered away. 1 am quite certaln
the Comptrolier is alive te this matler, and ¥ %rusy that

V\" :

the eubwaye will in the end be financed By privale o&y ital

t0 un extent which will leave us a corporafe stogk DArgad
adequate for the things which you mention, and foy gourt
houges, bridge approanches, parks and playgrounds, and

many other things which I need ot mention and which ave

now held up. The notion was propagated in tae community

oy falise siatements dailly reveaied in cerbtain newapapers,
that Lf %he Qperating compeanies put money into sudway
congtruction they would ¢wn tae subways, wheraae the 01D

way statute is such thas only the city ocan build and own




subwaye, whoever puts up the capital, and the operating
sompanies cannot get a lesse or franchise one day longer
by putting up capital for subway constiruc 5ion. Whethey
the city puts up the capital or the companiea put up tae
capital the franchise they get i1s the very sme. I aave
alwaye deemsd it lamentable that one Or ITwO Iewepaper

proprietors should have bsen able by the penérts:u:y" GF

their false statements to propagate a contraly notion

even among intslligent people.

Tery truly yours,
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P, A. Whitney, Enq-,
Commissioner of Corrections,

New York City.




