N 220; ROURTI AVANU,,
S.W.CORNER I8TH ST,

STEVENSON- CONSTABLE,
;S,mMASNﬁQ ¢

s BHRmTBUERLYC DEFT FHD - //” Wi 7 Qets 2518954

Hon., William L. 8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir :=

. It gives me pleasure to state in answer to your favor of the
1lst inst. that I have passed 7él more plans, in the busi season of the
year and in the same period of time, than were passed last year, and
more than poo more than any year previous, and that this office has been
doing 1OQ% more business than ever beforeé, and that the architects thus
far, with the exception of two or three, whosg plans have been delayed
in this'Department have been those who refused to comply with the law
or whose plans were carelessly and imperfectly‘ﬁrawn or whose construce
tion was such that it would have been criminal in me to have passed
their plans, I have here for examination at any time desired numerous

plans and papers on file in this Department which not only should never

have been passed by the Department in the form they aré in, but which

have never been thoroughly examined before approval; and if this is not
stopped at once, you will, before the end of your administration, have
numerous other calamities like that of the Ireland Building, owing to
the gross carelessness on the part of this Department in many instances
in the last few years. This makes it imperative for me, not only for
the safety of the citizens of New York, but also for the honor of your
Honor's admintétration and the upholding of the laws and authorities
vested in this Department, that I should do my duty, and I certainly

believe this to be your Honor's desire,
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Hon. W, L. 8., -- page 2.

Any architect whom you will confront me with, and who makes
any such statements as you refer to, I will gladly face and come out
publically and prove statements jJust the opposite. There are but few
esceptions where any hardships have been placed on any architect who
has tried to do his duty. .

Again permit me to say that much of the complaining you will
receive : probably during the next month is of a political nature, and
if you desire that a public examination and investigation of this De-
partmeﬁt shall be made I would only be too happy to aid you as
it will develop the carelessness and incompetency in this Department
in the past which I am trying to rectify and qhich endangers the lives
of thousands of people, depreciates the values of the buildings in which

the great preal estate interests of this City are vested, and which in

every way shows such carelessness that it gives me pleasure to see the

difference and to be able to prove by men who have been thirty years
in this Department what has been accomplished in the six months of my
control and which has only been done by incessant labor averaging from
seven in the morning to twelve at night during all the months of my
charge here.

Everything said herein can be proved positively, so take your

stand and back up the Superintendent of Bulildings as you always have

done and oblige,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the Qity of New York.

Dear Sir:-

Enclosed please find copy of mnotice ¢to the publiec I expest
to issue in a few days, as soon as I receive caps for my ipspectors.
1 cannot help but think this will be of gconpiderable ald An the over-
coming of the gross negligence on the part of theas meh in the peyrferme
ance of their duty. :

Reapectfull

w///}cfizfc/y; /{(:;;; S f?;?ﬂ

"s-pormmnum of Bnildlags.
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The Superintendent of Buildings respectfully calls the
attention of the publie ;o the fact that to prevent the gross careless-
ness in the examination of work by district inspectors that has existed
in this Department, he not only insists on his inspectors wearing their
badges conspicuously dilyhyu.l on their outer garment, but that they
shall hereafter wear a regulation cap at all times when on duty.

Also that said imspectors shall be subject to fine or discharge 1if
during the hours that they are on duty, 9 to 56 daily, except Saturday
which oiun be from 9 to 12, they shall enter, 'tmuat, or gather in

or about any saloon. As this Department is one of safety, and

under the law it is called upon to enforce all matters that appertain

to proper construction and safety, the Superintendent feels the

necessity of carrying this out, and unless the inspector does his
dlty'thu cannot be secured, and therefore he feels it is his dnty'

to insist strictly on the carrying out of this regulation. Any
deviation from this order will be dealt with immediately as above stated
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= SUPEP/NT

Hon. William L. Strong,

-

Mayor of the City of New York. )
Dear Sir:ie
' Referring back to yours of Sept. 27th enclosing letter
of August 28th from Mr. William Martin, owner of 244 East 32nd 8t.,
in regard to two flue openings claimed to have been cut in his wall,
$ould say same is being carefully examined into, and is in the hands
of the attorney of this Department.

Respectfully,

ﬁ%//d Y’/fz:/twc(// 7 / / |

Superintendent of Buildings.







S.W. CORNER I8TH 8F,
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Hon. William L. S8trong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8Sir:-

~ Your favor of Oct. .Tth, enclosing htw{im/”'m‘ to you
I;y Mr. Charles Iaéeao, was duly received. I sént personally for
the plans and papers relative to this applitation, Ard find what he
applies for is strictly unlawful. Tt ohllp for* the epgttion of &
frame structure in fire limige, and duly ¢hm Ve alluwed by Application
to the Board of Examiners of this Departmelit; Which Nae net been wade,
If Mr. MsSiae will make such application, 1t will gite we pleastrs
to act immediately upon the matter. ’

Yours truly,

b,

G 7 '
L r o AP
\ %Z/’/&/// Z /b/f;ér{/{f/ g ! C/

Superintengant © “Beildingg,)

Y e v gl
W{/d%w/a/u; ZR’J%(WW%-

/c%&x:uvé{ L

/70&@% 7626 7{ 4 /A%W ql(,( 9%///?2’237:/
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Wopr " EVRVING DEPT. _Oet. Y¢h, /78,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8Sir:-

 Your favor of Oct. Tth, enclosing 1atta({!o/gyazde¢ to you

by Mr. Charles laé?ao, was duly received. I un. personally for
the plans and papers relative to this appligation, Arda find what lhe
applies for is strictly unlawful. Tt calls for the espetion of &
frame structure in fire limigs, and dnly ¢ém Yo allowed by Application
to the Board of Examiners of this Departmeiit; Which hae met beeny made.
If Mr. uaffu will make such application, 1t will gite we phuun"

to act immediately upon the matter. ’

Yours truly,

WA

( % 24 4 .// 7 /;/ Y _./(;'
Superintengant of Building

qo&m@m /626 7/7./ L2 rrliinn el w//o/zs o

Coco—c(x/é{ /df/w/a/uz o B /4«/(' (W&W% L
o wv% y i(xz.,r//d e
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»

Hon: William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:-

' I send you by present mail copy of the building laws per=-
taining to this Department. This edition has been issued ospeciaily
for the use of the Department and its inspectors and employees, whom
I found had nothing whatever to go by or gévern them in their duties.
Hoping this may be of use to you, I remain,

Yours iruly,

/)% e Sord /1//2%

Superintendent of Buildings,
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»

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:i-
In answer to your favor of 8th inst., with enclosure, allow
me to respectfully report as follows:

Mr. James C. Owen appeared before the Board of Examiners of this
Department on July 2nd, 18956, and was examined for the position of
lnspector of Buildings, and Qas found not qualified and so stands on
the records of the minutes of said meeting.,

Enclosed please find duplicate of our answer to Mr. Owen.

z/é/%

Superintendent of Buildings.4

Very gespectfully,
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James ¢. Owen, Esq,.

476 West 1l44th 8t, Citys
Dear Siri=-

Your favor of October lst to his honor, William L. 8trong,

Mayor of the City of Hew York, has been referred to me psrsonally for
examination. I have made such examination, and find that on Iliay 27th
of the grcsent year you were gortified to this Department by the Civil
gervice Commission as having passed examination for lnspector of Build-
ings in this Department. You were then cited to appear before the
Board of Examiners of this Department, maat}ng on July 2nd, 18985, At
said examination you failed to gqualify and are so recorded on the ninutes
of said meeting. ;

Any further information that you desire I will most willingly give.
The salaries of lnspectors in this Department are §1,100 and $l,?00,
not higher.

Yours truly,

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon. Wm. L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:- ;

Allow me to enclose a few comments of mine upon the recent

Ordinance passed by the Board of Aldermen which I am afraid will place
a very considerable hardship upon the owners, builders and contractors
of the dity, and will not, unless very carefully handled, produce the
good results for which it was intended.

Yours respectfulgy,

s =

e é’//[{.//’ﬁ(‘f//r /(W?/(i
Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon, ¥m. Prookfidla,
sioner of Publi
Deaur 8iri-
In raferenes to tha ' Ordinance paseed hy ths Board of

Aldermen in repard to the construction of shed struetures in front of

all buildings over thr 3torias in helight I would respectfully cnll

your attentlon to the

5

nis will impose a
vary great hardship upon owners

Phis should hae a dlserationary

in the jJud;

makes 4t no

on which rata &AL 8¢ snstruetioy ran he
\

material, strength and form of eonstruction should

NS GALRATY
PR R E 4

n bridgy
which 48 in conrse of construetion, and would conseguently
modificatic

personally would advise that tha W be made olrar and dige
tinot as 0 requiring a propor passupe way to be maintained in front of

every bullding under bullding operation, but as to deck or shed houses

as now ealled for under tMis ordfnance, I would m@st ecertainly request
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8Sir:-

. Referring again tq the hotel fire escape matter, as previously .

reported to you, I regret to say I find many of the hotels have not
complied with the orders of this Department of two or three years back,
have not been inspected since, and now they seem opposed to complying
with orders issued by me. As the question of the safety of our great
hotels, and buildings of this description, is of such vital importance,
am I not perfectly justified, in your Judgment, in standing firmly on
the grouhd that all reasonable requirements te make the said buildings
safe in wase of fire or panic must be complied with?

;ﬁfisz\ Very respectfully,
| ;3::/

™,
\":‘—“"' "

V Superintendent of Bulldings.




Xf’_ 220 E ()l'j{'l‘ll AV] N
S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

T BL"A

05y
o S@fj’giﬁ% FHD // /’// Oot. 16,1808, /17
-
Hon, Wm. L. Strong, .
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:=-
As in frequent instances it becomes from the extreme nec~

essity of the case that this ﬁepartment must see that buildings and

structures which from accident, storm, defective construction or col=

lapse are in a very dangerous condition are shored and necessary work

to prevent loss of 1ife or accident immediately done, and as the law
vests the necessary authority in the Department to take such immediate
action, I have done so0, and immediately atte;wards, upon the owner or
representative of owner of said structure or bullding agreeing to take
hold and complete the necessary work and to co;ply with the precept or
order of the Court to make building safe, and upon payment of the ex-
penses to which the Department has been put in securing the buildipg'as
above set forth, I allow said party to take possession.

" Now, the above costs are remitted direct to the City Chamber=-
lain, so that upon presentation of bill by the party who did the work
the amount is in the hands of the Chamberlain to meet said bill, These
bills never leave this office until they are thoroughly verified, and,
consequently, I feel that it is nothing but good business and justice
that they should be immediately paid on presentation of the certified

bill by the party having done the work,
Yours respectfully,

(Ao e evidiodlls

Superintendent of Bulldings.







New York, Bept. 13th, 1895.
Mr. Thos. Ewing
Dear Sir:=-

In reply to your letter of the 12th inst., would say
that the building referred to at 507 East 120th Street, City, has been
on smame ground for some years past and that I was only doing necessary
repairs. I had made sworn statement myself and sent it to Mr.

Constable some days ago, in reference to sald premises.  Also have had
others sign this statement, who knows that the building 6r shanty has

been on this place for some years past. Trusting this will bs sat-

isfactory to you, I*remain

Yours rospectful}y,
(Signed) Samuel Smith
Patrick Casey, 507 E. 120 St.
C. E. To;;eny, 427 E. 116th St.
P. F. Harmon, 340 East 119th St.
Terrence McEnaney, 507 E. 120 St.

Prancis McConnell.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

-Jf‘l

Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8ir :-

In answer to yours of Oct. 26th, enclosing complaint from
R. 8. Richards, of 5056 East 120th St. in regard to stable in rear of
507 Bast 120th St., I enclose copy of letter received by my attorney in

this matter, and also would say that I will have further investigation

made .

Yours respectfully

Enclosure.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong, \;

M

Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir :=-

I have just received a notice from the Clerk of the Common

Council, dated Oct. 24th, signifying the approval by them of the erection
of a bay window on the second and third floors of the building on the
south-east corner of 156th St. and Prospect Ave.

Allow me to express my thorough appreciation and approval of
your action in not signing these bay-window approvals, as it is strictly
against the law and is likely at some time or other to lead to litiga-
tion, as they will become, if allowed to any extent, damaging to ad-
Jacent property, and it certainly is showing a favor to some parties
which others are unable to obtain.

Yours respectrully,

, 7 ) e K D,
Superintendéﬁ; of B 1d1ngs.
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Mayor of the City of New York.

Hon. William L. Strong,

Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your communica-
tion of the 24th inst. enclosing a resolution of the Board of Aldarmeh
granting permission to Edwin H. Ferguson to erect, place, and keep
an ornamented balcony of iron at the 1§va1 of the second floor of his
premises at the Southeast corner of 7th Ave. and 125th St. in lieu of
fire escapes, and requesting an immediate repert by me thereon.

In reply I beg to s@ate that by the provisions of Section 498,
of the Consolidation Act of 1882, as amended by, Section 34, of Chapter
276, of the laws of 1892, full and exclusive power and authority is given

to the Superintendent of Buildings to direct fire escapes and other
means of egress to be provided upon the class of buildings specifiéd in
sald section.

This building is occupied as a place of public assemblage,
and I would therefore disapprove the said resolution. Even if thé
sahe is granted by the Board of Aldermen, the power of this Department
to direct further fire escapes or means of egress would not thereby be
waived, and full and proper plans for the construction thereof should

be filed in this Department.
Very rospoctfully,

Superintondont of B ildingl.
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HOn. Wm. L. Str‘ong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8ir:-

I herewith return copy of Resolution of the Board of Aldermen,

No . 921, 1in relation to bay windows on buildings on the east side of
Manhattan .Ave., between 103d and 104th Bt.

Permit me to say that under the enactment of the Legislature
governiﬁg this Department it is impossible fqr me to approve said re-
solutibn, and I , therefore, can only signify that I will look after
the construction of same and see that it is coyrect: but cannot approve
the allowing of such bay or bulk windows, projecting beyond the building

line.

Yours rqppectfully,

Enclosure.,
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4
Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:=-

As a few days ago you asked me at my early convenience to

v

make an inspection of the’old Tombs Prison Building with the object of
seelng w@ether the foundations were of sufficient strength to carry an
additional story added thereto, if you will kindly advise me as to
whether the additional story is to be added to the central portion or
on the outer walls, you will greatly oblige me, and I will take the
necessary steps in this matter.

s

Yours respectfully,

Sdperint.ndént of
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, Mayor's Office, _City.
Dear Sir:--

|

“\ In answer to yours of Nov. 4th, I would say that I
have st;fted the examination of the old Tombs prison building as you
desiré with the intention of adding an additional story to the outer
wall of‘said building, and will report as soon as said examination is
completed.

.Yours very truly, v
} /7 e /7

v( : // /d_/ ,(/
s’& Buhdings. oees







. DEPARTMENT of BUILDINGS,
No. 220 Pourth Ave.

New York, November 4th, 1895.
Stevenson Constable, Esq.,
Superintendsnt of Buildings.
Dear Sirie-

Your undersigned inspectors have this day made
an inspection of the buildings located on the block bounded by
Centre, Pranklin, Elm and JLeonard Streets known as the New
York City roubs‘rrison, and respectfully report as follows:

The extent of our examination was to the purpose of as-
certaining the safety and strength of the above desecribed build -
ings and as to the r,aaibility of building a new story on the
old buildings. Reference is made to affixed diagram.

The building at A is the men's prison. The walls of
this building are generally plumb and true. There is a settle-
ment in the Westerly wall and a long vertiéal crack at the
point marked B which has been filled with mortar. The walls
of this and the other o0ld buildings are of local building
stone, cut true and square, well laig and bonded.

The buildings C and D are of recent construction and in

good condition., € is the Boy's prison and D is the Women's.

The building marked E is the principal one in which. are

‘looated the offices of the Prison authorities, the old courts
and offices of Bpecial Sessions., It is in fair condition

but there are portions of Westerly wall which require repair-
ing. ¥ is a wing, and at the points marked @ and @ the walls
are dangerously cracked.

The entablature of portico on Leonard Street is danger-
ously cracked.

We examined the sanitary condition of all plumbing and
' found the same to be in a good and clean condition.

We find that by making the walls safe and sound by the
necessary repairs, a new story of ordinary height can be safe-
ly added, provided, however, that upos further examination
the footings and bottoms will be found sufficient.




&

The prison marked A is not a thoroughly fire-proof

building and is four stories in height. We desire to call your

attention to the advisability of placing fire escapes on it.
At the time of our inspection there were upward of 350 men
imprisoned with no proper means to escape in case of fire or
other calamity.
Very obediently,
MARTIN J. HACKETT.
MERRIT SMITH.

p,lW?lﬁé T

_;257 1207 YU *v.lLZ"
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C/d ntr7e (S)f
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Hon. W. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:-

Enclosed please find report of examination of the 0ld Tombs
Prison on Centre St. as you desired. I would state fhat there are
several forms of construction which it would be perfectly practical to
put upon éhe ouger walls of sald building, thus adding an additional
story as you suggested. Finding that in case of fire the loss of 1life
from suffocation, etc., in the Men's Prison would likely be very great,
I would suggest that proper fire escapes be placed thereon. These can

s

be placed and arranged in such a way as to prevent escape, and at the

same time give proper egress in case of necessity. I have so advised

the Department of Charities and Correction.

Yours truly,

-

, ) o i
( %f;«;m/(x c 27 BT

Superintendent of Buildings.




CARA AVAZN
S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

9 S P
Hon. W. L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir :-

' Your favor of Nov. 4th from Mr. Burrows, chief clerk, en-
closing copy of agreement with Messrs, Canary & Lederer is received, énd
I hope they will live up to same, and thus place this building in as
much impfbved condition as under the law I can secure.

Yours truly,

) ';"/

;/%ggi?ZYp?x(/iggzﬁﬂﬁi/!/C

Superintendent of ildings.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

‘ In re. premises 3-5-7 Pelham St.

Yours of 7th received and noted, and in reply would say that
the shorers have been regularly at work there since the fire, and every
precaution has been taken to prevent accident.

Yours respectfully,

)

| %
o ,2€£;E;2C/47?7?/(Z;;’fzv/(”ff'

Superintendent of Buildings.




S.W.CORNER 18T7H ST,

/{//,%//. Nov. 1lith, 1898.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:- |
Enclosed please Timd report of examination of huildipg kmown
as"Theisses", 134 and 186 Bast l4th St., also report nf examigatiop of
premises 1360 and 1362 Broadway. In regard to thip latter placdéd, in
your letter of 3lst ulte. you state that it is the first flvor thet ie

to ba used. As said floor is now otoupisd under a ledsd I think that

the application must apply to the second rlepr.. Kindly sdvigs, snd
eblige,

Yam's “l“‘m:.ly ’

Supaerintendent of Bulldipgs.




Nov. 11th,1895.

In re. attached latter.
»

I have this day examined the premises herein referred to, for

merly known as "Thiesses".

It has for a long time been used as a public place. The
strength of the floors should be caleculated and filed in this Depart-
ment.

The estimated capacity is 300-400 people, the most of which

are on the first floor. The means of egress consists of 3 5' O" doors,

and 2 3' O" doors, which is ample.

The first floor is tile, and the hasement is in a very good
condition, being unusually free of inflammable materials.

0enerally the building is well adapted for its proposed use
so far as this Department is concerned.

(Signed) Fred B, Wilcox.

To Supt. of Buildings,

New York City.




Nov. 11,1895,

In re. attached letter,
»

I have this day examined the premises herein referred to:

The original drawings (986 N. B., 1894, ) indicate that the
first floor is directly on the ground and of ample strength for the use
of a concert hall as proposed.

It will probably be necessary to make some interior changes.
Drawings for sure should be submitted which should also show ample means

of exit to the street., There should be at least 3 5' 0" doors opening

outwardly.

The first floor of this building is now occupied for exhibi-
ion purposes and storage purposes separately. It appears possible that
the applicant may wish to use the second floor, as a concert hall instead

of the first as stated.

(Signed) Pred. E. Wilcox,

To Supt, of Buildings,

New York City.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-
I herewith return copy of Resolution of the Board of Alder-
men, No. 17, in relation:ite bay window on building No. 240 West End |

Ave.

Permit me to say that under the enactment of the Législaturo

governing this Department it is impossible for me to approve said reso~
lution, and I therefore can only signify that I will look after the
construction of same and see that it is correct;ant cannot approve

the allowing of such bay or bulk windows, projecting beyond the build=-

ing line. s

Yours respectfully,

N

Pl
A

{
o

o §uperihtondaht of Bﬁtidingn.

Enclosure.
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SUPER/"TE”"E“ ///' / // _MNov. 14th, 1895,

Honorable William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir;:--

Allow me the pleasure of sealimg with the seal of
this Department, for the first time, anylregular document issued there-
from. Although required by law to have a seal, the Department has
never possesseéd one until the preseat.

Yours rospectfully,
7

uperid%enden% o?\ﬂnildings.
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Honorable William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir;--

Allow me the pleasure of sealing with the seal of
this Department, for the first time, any regular document issued there-
from. Alﬁhough required by law to have a seal, the Department has
never possessed one until the present.

Yours respé&trully,

.

o & 5

éuperihtendent bf\Buildings.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

In answer to yours of 13th inst., concerning Walter S. Servis,
would state that as the Civil Service Commission have never forwarded his
name to this Department as qualified for position, the matter refers to
them. The examination for inspector of buildings in this Department
does not require any examination.on the question of plumbing, light and
ventilation, or sanitary condition. rhat.is a‘separate branch of this

Department and requires a separate examination, therefore his remarks

in his letter show a complete misunderstandiﬁg of what he was being exam-

ined for. I suppose from your sending the letter to me you desire me
to make inquiry from Civil Service, which, if I do not hear from you to

the contrary, I will do at once.

-«

Yours respectfully,

”~ /
/ >
7

(’/&«(/Zk g & '
Superintondent of Buildings.

-4 ’
5
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:=
Mr. Clark, recommended by your letter of Nov. l4th, was at
this office this morning. He could not pasé the examination for plumb-
ing in this Department, and consequently could not be appointed. I
told him I would look into the case again and see if there could have

been any points overlooked.

Yours respectfﬁlly;

]
SRS
L i

'éupofintendent of Buildings.

The ¢trouble has been with many of the parties applying to
Civil Service for appointment in this Department, that they consider the
mere passing of Civil Service entitles them to an appointment, whereas
by law all inspectors have to be examined in this Department, and it has
been the greatest Godsend I could have, as the large majority of men who
have applied have been men seeking what is commonly called a "soft snap"
which they will not get here, as I am determined that this Department
shall be handled in a business like manner, and only competent and ef-
ficient men shall be allowed to use the city's money, and then only when
they earn it. The man who 154¢nployod to examine plumbing and light

i
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and ventilation matters in this Department must be experienced, and he

must have the ability to calculate and handle plans. It has been this
inability in many of the amplbyeos here which has increased the expenses
of this Department, and the inaccuracy and inerriciencj of the Department

and also the expenses of other Departments in the City of New York.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:=-
| I have the pleasuré of stating that having received notice
of the co-operation of all the prominent societies intefested in real
estate, building materials, building<and structural work in this City
of their hearty co-operation with this Department in the revision of
the laws, as reported to you in mine of May -4th, and on various other
dates, we have commenced said work; meeting in this Department, the
‘offices of which I have thrown open on certain‘days for this purpose.
I would be pleased to receive any suggestions from yourself
in regard to this matter, as I hope that we will be able to obtain by
this public and-ethes way of doing the work as complete and reliable
and efficient set of laws as 1s possible to)obtain. |

Yours respectfully,

Z j"‘ I/‘i) : ,‘,/;.,' :
Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:e=

; Finding that this Department had no system of communication
to the different parts of the City by which prompt direétions could be
given and received at the various districts and district inspectors
thereon, and as hundreds of dollars-could be sa¥ed in the time of men
and much more efficient work done and many aqgidents and delays in mate
ters of importance avoided, I am arranging with the different publiec ‘
telephone stations in the City for-a system or‘communication by which
this great deficiency can be overcome. I am also arranging for a
telephone to be puf in my own rooms, as there have been seven cases
where, after the close of this office at 4:30 o'clock generally, or‘
on Saturday at 12 o'clock, or on Sunday when no one is in attendance
here at the Department, I have had to be hunted up, either by the police
or firemen or inspectors, causing great delay and annoyance and risk of
accident, and as ;;res, storms, etc., which cause these matters for
immediate action of my Department, are of f¥equent occurence during
these times 02;:;u-day& I feel this is a necessary move.,

Yours respectfully,

R T % i e L
( J r =

/',» 7 '1,,,» i / ,,/ 2 ,/

Superintandent or Buildings.
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»

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:=-

' I would state that having found it almost impossible without
the strictest orders to prevent the Inspectors of this bepartment from
frequenting saloons during the hours of duty, wasting their time there
drinking ;nd becoming intoxicated and causing a great deal of trouble,
this refers more particularly to the older men who have from the previous
lax s¥ystem of the Department become accustomed to do just as they choose,
and as I am determiped that my orders shall be obeyed, I have 1issued
peremptory orders that all inspectors of this Sopartment while on duty
shall not enter or frequent any saloon, hotel or bar room except in=
structed to do so for inspection, and I intend making this order ;
nublie, aé I have recently had to discharge no less than seven men from
this cau;o,

Yours respectfully,

7 s /,
4/7>////1 giVHi'-///?
Superintendent of Buildings.,




#5

N 22:9) BQUBT AVANE,
S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

e
SO

-9 S
\STEVENSON CONSTABLE
— B T, SR,

i W L /] /‘/(// Y, 7
< )

Hen. William L. str."’

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8ir:e

In re. of the Olympia Theatre, Breadway, 44th and 46th

8ts., Oscar Hammerstein, Preprieter.
In answer 80 your letter of Nev. 18th I weuld say that you can
grant license for said theatre with the understandimg that it is granted
on conditien that all work unfinished on Mepday the 25th imnst. will be

completed at omce under the direction ef the suporintoidont of Buildings,
-and his approval and acceptance of same shalllbu obtained. This li-
cense must only be granted em this conditien, and it must be seo rramad
that I shall have ample authority te cause the cancelling eof same if
said work is met immediately proceeded with and cempleted. |

Yours respectfully,

J/,
gy

y %
4 y 4
57 LT

#

STy /o ( S Vv
Superintendent of Buildings.
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L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir
Enclosed please rihd list of Associations organized for the
revision of the building laws of this City. .

It gives me pleasure to state that they have all entered into
this work with a will, and realizing the necessity of doimg it thoroughly
I hope that the result will be a set of laws- which are the most com-
plete and thorough the City has ever had and which will be so comstructed
as to be up to date, s0 liberal as to meet all‘demands of the various
portions of this City, and yet strong and rigid im all matters that per=
tain to safety of construction and the prevention of accident, and that
all defects now known or found im the present building laws may be-
oliminatgg. |

Yours respectrully,

A

/ / ,r/ ‘.;yj/-—a"’ 2 ", 7

Superintendont of Buildinga.




SOCIETIES AD ASSOCIATIONS
ASKED TO CO4OPERATE
IN THE REVISION OF THE LAVS.

Yov. 19th, 1895,

s

B8tevenson Constabls,

Superintendent of Buildings.
4

Chairmsan.
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Netification comcerning meeting for organization sent the fol-
lowing: 0000000
Pire Department

157 E. 67th 8¢t.

Real Estate Exchange Limited
65 Liberty Street

¥. Y. Chap. Am. Ins. of Architects,
156 Pifth Ave.

¥. ¥. Board of Fire Underwriters,
32 Nassau 8St. Room 710.

Meghanics' & Traders' Exchange,
3289 Fourth Ave.

Socliety Architectural Ironworkers,
John Cooper, Pres. 315 East 28th St.

The Architectural League of N. Y.
2156 West bH7th St.

The Building Trades Olub,
117 East 23rd 8t.

The Employers and Bulilders League,
24 East 1256th 8t.

West End Association,
John C. Coleman, 10 Wall St.

Assoclation of Master Plumbers,
Wm. J. MeDermott, Pres. 156 East 58th

Amalgamated Society of Journeyman Plumbers and Gasfitters,
147 Viest 32nd St.

American Bbciaty of Heatling and Ventilating “ngineers,
Stewart A. Jellett, Pres., 12 West 3lst

American Society of Mechanical Engineers,
B.7.CeDavia, Pres. 12 VWest 3lat

Real Estate QOwners and Bullders Assu. ,
6. Vassar, Jr. Secy. Grand Union Hotel.

North Side Board of Trade,
877 Alexander Ave.

The Upper Hast Side Assoeliation,
170 PBast 60th 8t.

The Mason Builders Assoclation,
117 Bast 25rd St.

The lMaster Qarpenters Association,
117 Bast 23rd 8%.

Americanr Seciety of Qivil Engineers,
’ 127 East 25rd 5t.

North Side Taxpayers Alliance,
J. A. Golden, Pres. 238 Broadway.




Praneis H. Kimball,
66 Broadvay.

J. B. McElfatrick & 8on,

1,402 Broadway.




Court

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS OF THE CITY
NEwW YORK,
Plaintiff,

against

Defendant .

EUGENE OTTERBOURG,
Attorney to the Department o Buildings,
No. 220 Fourth Avenue,

NEw YORK CITV.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear 8Sir:-- :

Your communication of the 9th 1nst.,'respect1ng the
theatre known as Jacob's Theatre, between 30th and 31st Streets on 3rd
Avenue, was duly received. In reply I beg to state that the
building referred to has been occupied as a‘ghoatro for many years.
There is no authority of law as to such theatres to require that they
shall be taken down and rebuilt fire-proof. TEe provisions of
Section 499 of the Consolidation Act, as amended by Section 36, chapter
276 of the Laws of 1892, expressly limit the powers of this Department
as to old theatres. Under these provisions such acts and things
to facilitate egress in case of fire or accident and to afford requi-
site and.proper accomodation for the public protection are authorized
to be done.

Under this limited authority I have required every safeguard
against fire or accident consistent with such law to be provided for at
this theatre.

Yours roapggtrully,

of

,/ .
77 AL 7 =7 N 7

Suberintendent of Buildings.

N.B. 8pecial Committee appointed consisting of Chief Bonner, and other
experts, who made examination and passed on this,
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REPORT OF ATTORNEY TO DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING®S.

FOR DISPOSITION DISPOSED OF

Berore COMMENCEMENT

1
oF LiTIGATION AFPTER COMMENCEMENT OF LITIGATION

3

jport
1795

pending

NATURE OF VIOLATION

Report

" Number of Cases pending
at gate of last R
Received since last

Recalled,
Violations removed
reasons
before trial
after judgment
larity or insufficiency
of papers
da//a// 30 1895

{ Recalled for other
Violations removed
Violations removed
Dismissed for irregu-

Cases now
Vi

/‘[{{:a (3(}
(,

TFire Escape Cases

Xy
Q
Do
)
S
d
o~

Unsafe Cases
Light and Ventilation

Plumbing and Drainage

Defective Elevators | A / Z

Defective Construction, Materials, etc. _ Jd o J77 , a‘;'47

Erecting, Altering or Removing without

Permit 3‘2 / //37 7ff

s il /73& JooG
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S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,
srzvzwsam Co,vsrdau- e //
& SUPER/NTENDENr // Kov. 27, 1895.
,/ :/ /'/.’ ,

Hon., Wm , L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear 8ir :=-

In compliance with the provisions of Section 49, Chapter 410

Laws of 1882, and Chapter 275, Laws of 1892, I have the honor herewith
to submit my report of tne operations of this Department for the three
months ending September 30th, 1895.

Respectfully,

Sﬁperintendent of Buildings.
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'S.W.CORNER 8T8 ST,

1)

2

STEVENSON CONSTABLE.) /}//2// /
(& superINTENDENT Ve ok, _Rov. 30, 1895,

Hon. Wm., L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear Sir:- .
‘ I herewith return copy of the Resolution of the Board of
Aldermen, No. 56, in relation to the erection of a bay window at No. 281
Sixth Ave.,

Permit me to say that under the enactment of the Legislature
governing this Department it is impossible for me to approve said re-~
solution. |

Yours respectfully,,

Superintendent of Buildings.

s e ra: o e

Enclosure.







