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Hon., William L, Strong,
Mayor, &c.,&c.

8ir: -~

On the let of May, 1893, without solisitation on my
part Mayor Gilroy appointed me to the pesition of Commiss -
imr or Puhuc Parks. I regarded the cpnint-tm as a
ms'h honor and entered uen enthusiasm upon the performance
of tho duties of the place, Sinee then I doubt if any

business man in our ‘0_1,1__{ has given more time and attention

to his personal affairs than I have to the hard and exast-
ing work of the Park Dept. So true is this that important
interests of my own have seriously suffered in consequence.
Still I was willing to make the saerifice if by doing so

I could have served the City to the satiafaction of my fel-
low eitizens, Unfortunately for me, if the public prints
be an 1m:5 to tho publgo mind, I have rqg}qd in this am-
bttton.' fo this tuh;ﬁ ttio things hnvo ;cqqﬂtg‘tpuu@:
First, but in a minor degree, the legislation which som-

pelled the Park Board almost at a moment's notiee, without
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plans, without preparation of any sort, to spend economi -
cally for the immediate relief of the clamorous poor, and
yet for the lasting betterment of the Parks the enormous
sum of one million dollars, .1I submit that the man who c¢an
solve such a problem to the general satisfaction has yet

to be born,

The controversy in regard to the Harlem River Speed-

wvay has been another fruitful source of trouble during my
tuﬁ of office. My conception of the matter - the coneep-
tion aleo of the majority of my colleagues - was that we
were called upon by the law to build a course - a race-
track if you will - upon which fast horses eould be speeded
vithout fear of interruption, BEx Park Commissioner Paul
Dana took a different view of the matter, and, wiv:hout

ceasing, he has made war, and incited in all directions

other people to make war upon me and those of my eolleagues
who were not of his mind, With this tetioaf I ean, of
course, find no fault; at least it must be admitted that
My, Dana has the courage of his convietions, and that he is
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an open foe, I cannot say so much for some of the eminent
artists and others who have so harshly eriticised me and
my associates in connection with the driveway quootiori.

The trouble with them has been that they did not know

what they were talking about. Most of them have never

even seen she Harlem River Speedway, and even Mr., Frederick

Law Ormstead who is the e¢hief exponent of their views

calmly admitted at a public meeting of the Park Board that
he understood that the speedway was situated on the top of
the Harlem River heights, while as a matter of faet it is
now being constructed upon piles and retaining walls on the
very edge, and in places out into the river itself, 8o
much for the artists and the "Landseape Architut". whatever
that newly coined term may mean, As for the .so called

"horsemen® who first eame to my assoeiate Judge Tappan and

myself importuning and entreating us to take the stand
P Tl 2
which we did take, and M asked the Nayor to re-

move us for taking that stand, I embrace tht‘l‘ opportunity

of saying that for them I entertain that wholesome contempt
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which all straight forward men must feel for trimmers and
time servers, And now, Sir, without going into further
details as to the difficulties which I have encountered
while conscientiously trying to perform the duties of a
Park Commissioner, I hasten to say that I am a Democrat
and atuohcd to an organization whieh is opposed to you
politieally, The people by whom you have been elected

expeet that you will bring ahout a very great improvement in

the Oity Government, In the attempt which I am sure you
will make in this direction, it seems to me that you would
be hampered by having at the head of one of your most im-
portant Commissions a man of my political predilections.
In justice to you then, as well as in justice to myself, it
gives me very great pleasure to resign to you the position
of Commissioner of Publie Parks. Sush resignation to take

effect as soon as my successor is appointed. At the same

time as a life long resident and tax payer of the City of

New York, proud of my eity and always anxious for ite
growth and progress, I bespeak for you and for your ad-
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ministration every success whieh your warmest advocate

could desire.
I have the honor to be,

with great respect,
81 oroly ygﬁ&n.

pR
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EAST RIVER AND 111 St. PARK. %ﬂﬂfz’l‘
Commissioners Kling, Harnett and Mooney gave a hear-
ing to property owners there was a large attendance (5@) also Counsel
All wanted the land taken as laid down on the Map-
After they were heard/I said the Mayo;/t@ whom the subject
was new wanted a few days to look into the matter- I said I only

bore that message that I did not represent the Mayor but speaking

for myself as a citizen,and knowing much about Parks and the proposed

tenement house Park§} I advocated taking about hulf the land up to

the water front and then spend other money on the childrens play

grounds elswhfre where they are more, much more needed.

e

The commissioners have seen the land once- they expressa‘L//
considerable pleasure that I hﬁf@' stated to them the view of the case

from a public stand point and not in the interest of owners.

Adjourned to 25th January 11 A.M.
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HON., WILLIAM L. STRONG,

MAYOR.
Dear Sir:

I have the honor to acknowl edge receipt of letter from
your office under date of 24th instant, enclosing for report a
communication from Charles H. Baxter, President of the Union
Veterans' Protective Assoc iation, charging vviolation of the provi-
sions of Chapter 716 and 717 of the Laws of 18%4.

In reply thereto I beg to say that this Department has
not violated the law, but has always considered the applications of
Veterans, and done all possible in the way of appointing them 'to
vacancies. The two carpenters speéially referred to were men
who had been in the employ of the Department anmd who were‘tempor-
arily laid off by reason of the condition of the appropriation
during the last ~mon ths of the year; they were men of long experience

in special lines of work, whose services were of more value to the

i
Department then ordinary mechanies, and the Commissioners the refo re

felt justified in reinstating them. To a large extent the work eof

this Department is of a special echaracter, and it would seem but
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proper, in the best interests of the city and to produce required
results, that to some sxtent at least, experience and past faith-
ful service should receive recogni tioh in employment,
The c omunica tion from Mr. Baxter is herewith retumed.
Very respec tfully,

2

" o

-

b P P,

Pées ide nt,
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A ap o
//zw% Dnstnite; Hore wrtly—dease readflngor 4y

432
lo3

v’/%// " ua@ balle— ot )gaﬂ%m« L Eounte //n« s Al%m.—é
Coataaidee . L e
(O T 717 o

————




.4&Z%uﬂéé7§5%%uﬂ4%%§%%

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE. | R TN RIS . | il g ) PR ORI

Dear Sir:

At the request of this Department Professors Bean and

Reeves, delegated by the Smithsonian Institute, and Chief Fish

Commissioner Lawrence D. Huntington, will make an examination of

the Aquarium at Castle Garden for the purpose of fully reporting
ther eon,
They have named next Satwurday, at 10 A, M., for visiting
the Aquarium, and you are respectfully invited to Be present.
Your obedient servant,

' M %W/

Acting Pres't Park Department.

Hon. William I,. Strong,

Mayor.




OFFICE OF POLICE.
February 19th, 1895.
Mr. Charles DeF, Burns,

Secre tary, D. P. P,

In pursuance of instruc tions received, I have investi=
gated complaint of Mrs. Federlein, and f'ind that the officer
referred to is Martin Gallagher.

The officer admits having asked the boy to go for some
kerosene oil for use in an oil stove which he keeps in the
gate box for the purpose of warming his tea, of which he
partakes in the middle of his tour.

The boy came in the gate, according to the officer,
about 9 o'clock A. M, on the day mentioned, and when the offi-
cer asked him to go for the oil, the boy said that he wanted
to go skating. Gallagher told him that no one would be al-
lowed on the pond for some time, as it was being cleaned; and
that he would have ample time to g and retum before the
pond would be opened. The boy then went for the oil,.

Gallagher denies having used any language which could
be construed as a threat, and says that the boy was certainly

mistaken in saying that his going on the pond was made condi=-

L
tional on his going the errand. No such thing was intended

or said.

I consider that Gallagher erred in asking any child to
go on an errand, and have severely reprimgnded him for the
same,

If Mrs. Federlein desires to prefer a charge against

 him, it will be necessary for her to submit an affidavit set-




P

ting forth the facts, and the case will then be brought be-

fore the Park Commissioners.

Under our rules, we cannot prefer a charge, other-

Very respectfully,

C. C. Collins,

Captain.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor.,

I an directed by President King to acknowledge rece ipt of a

letter from your office under date of the 16th inst., enclosing

a complaint from Mrs. Federlein, and to inform you that the same

has been duly investigated, a copy of the report of the Captain of

Police thereon being herewith enclosed.
Mrs., Federlein's letter is returned herewith.
Very respectfully,

;7 P 7

7 >
&f{ﬂ«/'/{ar L.V Aen A

Secretary, D. P. P.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,

May 9th, 1895.

Hon. Prancis M. Scott,

Corporation Counsel.

Dear Sir:=-

Rerefring to enclosed letter from the Mayor's secretary, we
beg that you will appear before the hearing on Assembly Bill
No. 1351, and oppose any increase in the salaries of the Park
Police;

The Park Police, considering their duties, are extremely
wedl paid, and there are always a large number of applicants for
positions.

As we understand it, this bill would increase the cost of
our police nearly § 70,000 per year, and in our Judgment this
would be an entirely unnecessary expense.

Trusting that you will be able to prevent the passage of

g%l/o([\\(—\\,\ 3
// .

the bill, we remain

Very truly

\
e .M...’A\‘x e 08 ~
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Dear Mr. Mayor:

I have your note of the 20th inst. in regard to
the 84 year old veteran. I have sent word to the Sup't of Parks
to see if there is any place where we can employ him.

Yours very truly,

e L e

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.,
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" in favor of THE PARK POL1GE B1LL before
ol H1S HONOR, MAYOR STRONG.

8"

OR MAYOR: Everyone whose good fortune it wus to witness the Park
Police Rarade last wetk must have felf proud thet he lived in .
City which possessed such a magnifigent Park. 1 have visited all
the principal Parks in the large cities of Europe, and 1 must say
that there is not one in Europe vhich compares in grandeur with

our own Central park. Those whose good fortune enables them daily
to visit the Park, whether in their carriage, on the bicycle or

on foot or on horse-back have a conscious feeling of safety when
they know that at any moment they can call for assistance upon the
best Park Police in the world.

The citizens of New York are not only proud of their City and
its parks but they are also proud of their Police forces No city
can boast of a better Police organization than the City of Ne w
York. Here any citizen can walk the streets, day or night, fully
conscious that his property and person are protccted and what a.

NE Ffeel A Ffresak
satisfaetion it is to possess this feeling. "1 was pleaoed sed with 72«
them during the past week, vhen your Honor reviewed theme. The
mark of intelligence was stamped on their faces, -ﬂ;they were a
handsome lot of fellows. Show me a man who has a pfpper‘fegard

for his appe arance, and as a rule, 1 will show you a good officer.:

Not only were the Officers well dressed, but the horses presemted

/’

——
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an appeaf“éfnce_ of whichiwe wvere all prq}lé; Now, it‘_’e would hav é

v o
gooed public serva’s, wve must pay them for the ,scrvices they ren-

der. Not only shou%&we Lay men for their time, but also f‘or cer-

tain risks they take. Then, toojlntelllgencc should be rewarded;a

1 do not beslieve there is a more intelligent lot Xm of men, and *

certainiy not a better looking body of men im any Police force in

the wor'id thzn our own Park Police.

Now 1 tmeessseemd that your Honor is called upon to endorse

a bill which has passed the Senate and Assembly . The bill, as ]
understand it, is for the purpose of paying these men their just
dues for the serviceSthey render. The bill which your Honor is
called upon to endorse does not change or disturb in any way the
method or extent of the present Park powers. 1t merely desedsEmxes
four grades of service for park Patrolmen instead of two as at pre-
sent, based upon the length of service, and it prescribes and in- -
creases A-the salary for ‘gatrmlmen, the maximwn increase bcing'
$200.00 a year for those of greatest length of service, and for the
mounted force an increase of $150.00 per year. It increases the
salary of Roundsmen and Sergeants $100.00 a year respctively; it
mekes no chan@e in the salary of Gaptain, e 1 gl call your
Honor's attention to the fact that the increases here ‘asked for
are in each case $100.00 a year less than that paid tc‘i men of sim=-
iliar rank and grade in the Municipa 1 Police force. it will be ‘

well to call your attentdion here to the fact that the Police pe-

organization Bill prepared by The Comnittee of Ten contemplated
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the meyging of T?uark Police with that of the Munticipal police

which would have given them in the event of its passage a greater
: ap
inerease in salary, coupled with what they, from éxpefience'wey&z
know would be less arduous duties. ln’the light of this fact 1
Wl
cannot well see how any fair mindeg?:f%?é;n deem their request as
exacting or unfair. Some of the many reasons which may be urged in
the advocacy of the Bill is that their salar& should be equal to
that paid to the Municipal force, for the reason that their work is
equally as difficult and dangerous; their qualifications are quite,
if not more, severe than theirs. Their expenses for living, uni-
forms, and so forth are grea%znuiduring the past sixteen years
their salaries have never been increased, but have in reality been
Nz >
diminished. Years ago, when what wgrzall new, the Park Police
were then called gate-keepers, and ?ark Keepers, they received $3.
per day and their uniform furnished them; now they receive only‘
$1100.00 per year and the men furnish their own uniform, thus leav-
ing them scarcely $1000.00 per year for their services. During the
past 8 Years over 3000 acres have been added to The Park Depart-
ment jurisdiction, and there have been ®o increase in the number
of patrolmen, so that the duties incident upon that great acquis-
L
ition of territory have been very largely increased « During the
past five years it has been the constant aim of our City authorit-

ijes to furnish free concerts in our City Parks. Upon all these

oceasions these faithful men are called upon to serve extira turns
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of dutyoutside of their regglar tours#for which they receive nei-
) . |
ther recognitionn;nor compensation, being required, as 1 am infor-
v ¥, :

ot

med to spend four and five nights out of every week on duty at

various City Parks between the first day. of jfay and the first bf

November. Further, between i hese daies hey aie no. allowed une
ning¢w days vucacvion, and during ihe whole vime ins.ead of servin_g
the eight hours which popular conception and opinion believes (o
represent thg full extent of their active duty, they are actually
required to serve from 11 to 12 hours. During the winter months
when scating is in vogue these men are detailed to duty at the var-
ious lakes where the duties ave of the most severe and exacting
kind, and where exposure and risk is very great. Now 1 call par-
ticular atuentivn to vhis, your Honor, becaus=* as 1 und=rsiand, |
stress has been laid upon ihe fact that the Park Police officers
duty calls fos bui eight hours active service every day. Assuming
this to be Lhe fact, . is well Lo remember that between the aQresﬁ
and the amount of time consumed in bringing their prisoners to the
various Police Courts, extra tours for concerivs, public parties,
and celebrations in Summer, nd ice duties in winter these frequent-
ly make the duties of The Park Police more than 12 hours per day.
This is not as in the case of the Municipal force regulated by six
hour shifts but most if not all ot it is performed iﬁlcontinuous
stretehes of duty of from 8 to 15 hoursglduration. Now t his is not
generally understood. 1 did not know it until the other day that

these men worked so many hours.




TH%SEurgeon'smﬁuport aﬁd Hospital records show that the aver-
age for sickness and accident in the Park PolidérDepartmcnﬁ exceeds
that of the Municipal force by a large.percentage. Diseéses sueh .
as rheumatism,, pneumonia, la grippe, and diabetes, all resulting
from the peculiar kind of duty, im damp and exposed walks ahd roads
in the Public Parks, and the risks, which especially mounted men
are subjecty to upon drive ways, all clearly show the reason fof
such excess of Hospital and Surgeon caseés over thbse of the Mun=-
icipal force. .

A case in point. 1 am informed that a Park Policeman is cred;
ited with having stopped 67 runaways, saving thereby the lives of
many persons and always at the risk of tLomibr own, and another has
saved several from drowning in Central park. These are but tRpe in=-
stane s of many which might be cited.

There: la ve been many deaths arﬁ:"dn:%bers of the force are now
suffering tdtal disablement incurred in the discharge of their du-
ties in our Parks. 1 maintain that the risks and the danger of The
Park Police exceed that of the Municipal Policemen and that in them
tours of . duty through the Park and roads they are exposed to the
ineclemency of the weather more than any of the Officers in the #'

-

City tours can possibly be . All this 1 hold, Mr MQYor,'brings in-

to full effect the application of the adage that "the laborer is

worthy of his hire", amd I c¢laim that they do not receive by sev-

eral hundreds of dollars per year the amoun t which their ability,

character and service entitle them to . : i
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Let us.g;ﬁ our Poliﬁﬁnan.and our Firemen all that they are fairly

entitled to. The park Police to-day are not receiving the just
compensation for the services they are rendering in this Citye &

When our little children go into the Park as they do by thous-
ands every pleasant afternoon, the mothers feel they can trust the
1ittle ones mway because they are watched over by Hease sPeErbEEe —
the park Police. As guardians alone of tie lives and safety of
ladies and children in our Park these men are called upon for the
exercise of the finest gifts of discretion and judgment.

1 am quite sure, Mr. Mayor, that 1 voice the sentiments and
express the feelings of every man and woman in the City who enjoys
our grand parkf when 1 say we proudly point to the records of our
Park Police.-

Now vour Honor knowing as 1 do, t hat you want justice done y:
pelieving that¥ it is in the line of reform to raise men's saiar-
ies when vou know that they are worthy of it, 1 ask you to endorse
the Bill now before you. By doing thatw our park Police will have
justice done them and the citizens of New York will not be accused
of withholding that which is due.

Let us Aayour Policemen, pay our firemen, and pay all who are

1

employed by our Citywhatever we believe they honest;y earn.
1f we are to economise lety us not do it at the expense of the
Park Police. They have not had their just dues for many years, -
ig it not time to do them justice ? 1 trust your Honor will proveg

by inclage T fove WAL S el TR frecme gL G lZgy
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May 2nd, 1895,

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor .
Dear Sir:

Referring to Assembly Bill No. 913, being "AN ACT
to amend Chapter 417 of the Laws of 1892", upon which a publie
hearing has been anmounced for 3 P. M. this day, I have the
honor to say that the act referred to is intended to permit
this Department to make necessary repairs to the existing
roadwzys in Pelham Bay Park énd other new parks outside of
the 23rd and 24th Wards, the roadways of which are much in
need of repair, and for which there is at this time no avail-
able appropriation under the existing law.

There is no objection on the part of this Department
to the approval of tnis bill.
| Very respectfully yours,
7%/3 7/"”_—-{ /7)—
'

President, D. P. P.
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May 6, 1895,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor,

Sir=-

Enclosed herewith I begto hard you an invitation for the

annual parade of dbur Park Police, which is to take place on
the Mall in Central Park on Thursday next at 10 o'clock A. M.,
and to extend to you a further invitation to review the parade,

I desire to express the hope of the Commissioners that
you may be able to be mresent on that oceasion.

Respectfully,
=2

President, Dk




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS.
T I e e
THE ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK,

May Sth, 1896.

Hon. Williem L. Strong,

Mayor.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a letter from your
off ice under date of 3rd instant, enclosing a scommunication
from A. Rosenblum, relative to the public urinal at Grand
Street and East Broadway. Direct ions have been given to
have the same kept open during thie evening hours.

Mr. Rosenblum's communication is herewith returned.

Very respecifully,

_’5 ﬂ‘ === /:

President, D. P, P,
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CITY OF NEW YORK,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
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Mey 13th, 1895.

John L. Coffin, EFsq.
191 Chambers 3t.
Dear Sir:

Your letter of thhe 10th inst. complaining of the
conduct of a Park Policeman at City Hall Park, was transmitted
to this offiee by the Mayor. A charge has been preferred
against the officer in question, and the same will be tried
at this office at 10 o'clock A. M. on Wednesday, 15th inst.
The Commissioners would be glad Lo obtain your testimony ih
the matt er.

Very truly yours,

(signed) David H. King, Jr.

President, D. P. P.
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CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,

TR RS T
THE ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK,

13th, 1895.

'Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a letter from your
offiece under date of the 1llth instant, enclosing complaint of
John L. Coffin as to the conduct of a Park Policeman in City
Hall Park. As requested, I enclose herewith copy of the
reply sent to Mr. Coftin, from which it will be seen that the
matt er is receiving proper att ention.

Very respect fully,

.—"fé i /;/”SW .é/ 7/’ /‘1— —/ > /’-‘.‘

President, D. P. P«




CITY OF NEW YORK,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,

&Z; %aenaZC@nlzw/&'&fg

May 13th, 1895.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.

My Dear Sir:

I have the comnunication from Mr. Terniune,
Chairmen, of No. 54 Pine Street, in regard to the state of
affairs in Battery Park. If it is as Mr. Ternune st ates,
it is deploreble. He need have no fears but what the Park
Commissioners will give this their immediste att ention. To
start with, I have directed the Captain of Police to change
every o fficer in that park and to put it in the hands of
another Sergeant; that order must be carried out no matter
what happens, and to make any arrests that will further this
end. Should there not be an immediate ciiange for tle
better, I will ask Mr. Terhune to cormunicate with me at
once.

Yours very respectfully, i
e B

Pregident , D.P.P.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

Hon, Williem L, Strong,
Meyor.
Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge Poceipt 6f & letter from yowr

office under dete of the 11¢h iflstent, rélative €6 & public heap-

ing to be given on Senaté Bill, No, 1849, Bmuw,. A Act to
amend Chepter 102 of the Imws of 1898, &¢.
This bill has the-approvel of the Coum §8 sloners of Publie
Parks, 2nd they vould Mésp oot nily reqeemend 48 pessage.
Vory respeot fully,

Pl s

g
Presifent, B. P. Py




CITY OF NEW YOR K,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK.

May 23rd, 1895.
Hon. Williem L. Strong,
Mayor.,

Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of & létter from your

office under date of the 20th instent, eun,}pﬂng A comunication

from Mr, P. Leckler, relative to Crotona Parkway., Mr. Leckler's
complaint will be investigated and réceive gareful attention.

Very respectfully,

Pree ifent, D. P. P.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

June 7th, 1895.

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.

Dear Sir:

I have your ¢communicatien of June 5th, in regard to
the East River Park. I have requested the Superintendent to
report on the petition of the citizens in that ne ighborhood.

Yours very truly,

Pres ident, D. P, P,




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

June J.Oth, 1895 .

Hon., William L. Strong,

Mayor,

Dear Sir;'

I have the honor to adknowledge receipt of & pesolusion
of the Board of Aldermen K¢, 557, relative to repairs to flag staff
at the Battery Park, and to report that there is mo objectiodn to
the aprroval of the reselution, which is herewith returned,

Very réspectfully,

g ‘ﬁ?/ )t == / Ak

President, D. P, P.

7z
,/
/f,




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK.

June 19th, 18095.

Hon, Willism L. Strong,
Mayor.
My Dear Sir:
Will you please have one of the other members of
the Board of Street Opening teke my place on the ecommittee on the

opening of Longwood Avenue. I £ind that it will be imposs ible

for me to get rcoms on the steamer Bailing two wedks from to-da&,

end em therefore sailing to-morrow. I expe«ﬁ. t6 bé gone but a
very short time, and if this matter remz ins o6pen, will take it up
at once on my return.

Yours very tyuly, ot

¥
T o
o~

(’ e

President, D. P 2o
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COMMISSIONERS OFFICE.

Rev. Frark Mason North, D. D.,
# 150 Fifth Avenue,
pear Siri-

Your communication relative to a proposed meeting in
Tompkins Square has been forwarded by his Honor, the Mayor, to
this Department.

In reply thereto I beg to say that it has been the
policy of this Department for many years to uniformdy decline to
issue permits for meetings in that park. A large element of

socialists and anarchists live in that vicinity, and it has been
frequently found necessary, in the interest of public safety, to
refuse the orghnizations representing them the privilege of meet~-
ing t here., This Department is very unwilling to establish what
might be considered a precedent by these people in insisting that
permits be granted to them for publi c mee tings at that point.

There are, however, very good facilities for hold ing publiec

meetings at Union Square, and we would be happy to issu.e a permit
i

to you for that park for any dat e that you desire, if that will
answer your pw'pose, Kindly let me know,
Respect fully,

(signed) Charles DeF. Burns,
" gecretary,DeP.P.
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COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE. . June 87th, 1898,

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter fram your
office, transmitting en epplication fram the Rev. Frank Mason North
for permission to hold a meeting at Tompkins Square. We have
communicated with Mr. North on this subjeet, and enclose herewith
& copy of our letter to him.

Very respect fully,

ooty BV doer..s

Secretary, D. P, P,
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COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE. o Jdume 2%th, 1805,

Job E. Hedges, Esq.
Mayor's Office.,

My Dear Sir;

Referring to our recent conversation, I have to say
that I find the 1list of desired appointments under date of May
1st. Prior tc thet date, the few appointments made in this De=-
partment were entirely of veterans upon application papers which
had been filed under the veteran law. Sinee that date, no ap~-
pointments whatever have been made, except ing from the list receiv-
ed fram the Civil Service Board.

Yours very truly,

/{’f“‘z,vfu aﬁ’?;v/f( P 4

/

Secretary, D. Pa ¥,
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COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE. e ._;,,.‘Lunegzzz.u_;rmk%___

Hon, William 1,, Strong,
Meyor,
Dear Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter from
your of fice under date of the 28th inst, enclesing eomnunication
from Mr. F. K. Keller, concerning the condition of trees on the
Western Boulevard, and to say that the Department of Parks has no
Jurisdietion in the matter, The care of the trees on this avenue
is under the control of the Department of Public Works,

Mr. Keller's letter is herewith retumed.

Very respect fully,

ﬁ/m L £ ﬁfﬁ

Seeretary, D. P. P,
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COPY,

New York, June 20th, 18905,
Mr. Charles DeF, Bums,
Seeretary, D, P, P,

S i rf

In reply to the communication sent by "A Citizen® to
his Honory, Mayor Strong, I would respectfully state that I
have caused Sergeant Fitzpatrick to make a most rigid invest~
igation of the statements made therein, and he reports that
there is no truth whatever in the letter, as far as it relates
to the Park Police,

: The officers at present doing duty in City Hall Park,
are in their first month at that place, and have shown con-
siderable industry in ridding the park of peddlers, &c.

If the person signing himself "A Citigen* were act~
ing in good faith, I think he would not have sent an anony~
mous communication, .

I am, very respectfully,
(signed) Ce C. Collins,

Captain,

P, 8, Enclosed please to find Mr., Hedges' letter, also the

f

"Citizen® letter.
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COMMISSIONERS OFFICE. s B B g BB it

Hon. William L.

Mayor.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter from
your office under date of the 21st ult. enclos ing a conmunication
signed "A Citizen", concerning an alleged band of thieves in City

Hall Park, and in reply beg to forward herewith copy of a report

made by the Captain of Police on the gubjeect.

Very respectfully,

/ﬁ%’a ..»-4' 46 % Aﬂu/‘w\-«/

Seoretary, Dy P, P,
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THE ARSENAL, CENTRAL P;\;;K.

COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE. ser ———dJuly &th, 1880.

Hon. William L, Strong,

Mayor.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter fram
your office under date of 3rd inst. encloé‘ing a compla int from
Horace B. Pry, Esq. of the Union League Club, concerning damage
being done to the trees in Bryant Park by caterpillars, As re-~

ques ted, a reply direct to Mr., Fry has been made, a copy of whieh

is herewith enclosed,

Very respectfully,

ke Kefi Reonns

Secretary, D. P, P,
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THE ARSENAL, CEN TRAL PARK.

COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE. === .= . ==

Horace B. Fry, Esq.
Union lL.eague Club.
Dear Sir:

Replying to your letter of the 3rd inst. which was
referred to this Department by his Honor, the Mayor, I'beg to say
that we have a report from the Entomologist of the Departmént upon
a complaint similar to yours, in which he says that he is doing
all in his power to keep the insects in subjection; that they never
were worse than they are this year, and that with the small force
at his coomand, it is impossible to cover all the city parks as
they should be. He states that he is working overtime to subject
them, and will at once attend to the trees in the dowm-town parks,
ineluding Bryant Park, and do the best he can to check their rav-
ages.

Respeectfully,

Chas. DeF. Bums,

T

Seeretary, D. P. P.
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THE ARSENAL, CENTKAL PARK.

i DTN T ——

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE.

Hon, William L. Strong, .

Mayor,

I am directed to acknowledge your letter of the 27th of

June last, relative to a proposed location at the cormer of Central

Park and 5th Avenue, between 80th and 6lst Streets, for a monument
in memory of the Soldiers and Sailors of the late war, and to say
that at a meeting of the Board of Parks held on the 3rd inst., the
matter was referred to President King who will give it considerat-

ion after his return from his yacation,

Very respectfully,

/ﬁ/m/ &%ﬁw

Secretary, D, P, P,




METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATORY

PEPARTMENT OF PURBLIC PARKS,

CENTRAL PARK, NEW YORK,

Latitude 40° 45" 58 N. Longitude 73° 57" 58”7 W.

Height of Instruments above the Ground, 53 feet; above the Sea, 97 feet.

Abstract of Registers from(Self-Recording Instruments

w

For the week ending... . ... 4 &« il e 189§
/ e

DANIEL DRAPER, PH. D.

Director,
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CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

July 31st, 1895.

My dear Sir:-

I had hoped to call on you to-day, but have been detained all morn-
ing at the Park Department, where there is a great deal of detail to look
after. I have been there for a part of every week this Summer; and am
Just starting for a little yachting trip as far as Bar Harbor, where my
address will be care of "The Louisburg." Mr. Juilliard is away at pre-
sent, but will be here next week.

I regret Mr. King's continued absence, on account of the very seri-
ous illness of his wife necessitating an important surgical operation,
but so far I think nothing has gone wrong.

I trust your visit to Richfield has removed all traces of the gout,
and that you will not allow your public duties to interfege with your
personal health and happiness.

Very sincerely yours

Q

Hon. W. L. Strong.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

August 31st, 1895,

My Dear Sir:
I have your lestter of August 30th and beg to thank
you for the kind words contained therein. I hope to get down to

see you in the course of a few days, after I get things to rights

in the Department. It will give me pleasure to go down with you

to spend a night at Elberon the week after next, if that will be

convenient to you.

Very sincerely yours,

Hon., Williem I, Strong,




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

Sept. 18th, 1895.

Hon. Willisam L. Strong,

Mayor.
Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a letter fron your
office under date of the 12th instant, enclosing a communication
from . S. Jerome, concerning a clerge which he brought against
Park Policeman Jehn F. Mooney, &nd to say in reply thereto that
the charge referred to by Mr. Jerome was heard in October, 1894,
by the predecessors of the present Roard of Park Commissioners,
and the records show that decision was reserved, pending the de-
termination of 2 civil action brought by Mr, Jerome against t he
of ficer in the same matter. I em infomed that the reason for
reserving decision on this charge was the unwill ingness of the Com-
missioners, in view of the conflicting t est imony, to do anything

that might possibly influence the decision 6f the cese by a jury.

Mr. Jerome's letter is herewith returned.

Respectfully,

President, D. P.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK.

September 18th, 1895.

To His Honor,

The Mayor of New York.

Dear Sir:=-

Sincé assuming the duties of President of the De-
partment of Public Parks, ill-health required me to visit Europe’
where I had the misfortune to lose my wife by death.

My doctor insists that I must take a complete rest from busi-
ness duties, and I am reluctantly obliged to tender you my resigna-
tion from the Department of Public Parks, to take effect October
1lst, or sooner, at Your Honor's convenience.

With high regards and thanks for your kind courtesy, I am

Very truly yours




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

September 18th, 1895.

To His Honor,

The Mayor of New York.

Dear Sir:=-

When I assumed the position of Commissioner of Public

Parks, 1t was with the understanding, that Hon. David H. King, Jr.

should be President and executive officer.

As he is now unable to continue in this position, and as I can-
not devote my entire time to the duties of the Department of Public
Parks, I hereby tender you my resignation, to take effect October 1st
or earlier, at Your Honor's convenience.

With high regards and thanks for your kind courtesy, I am

Very truly yours




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK.

TO HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,

Mayor's Office,
City Hall Park,
PERSONAL. NEW YORK CITY.




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK.

September 18th, 1895.

To His Honor,

The Mayor of New York.

Dear Sir:-

When I assumed the position of Commissioner of Pub-
lic Parks, it was with the understanding, that Hon. David H. King,
Jr. should be President and executive officer.

As he is now unable to continue in this position, and as I
cannot devote my entiré time to the duties of the Department of
Public parks, I hereby tender you my resignation, to take effect
October lst, or earlier, at Your Honor's convenience.

With high regards and thanks for your kind courtesy, I am

Very truly yours
oY )

QU N I cCVepe




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

TO HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,

Mayor g O fiee,

City Hall Park,
PERSONAL. NEW YORK




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

Sseptember 18th, 1895.

To His Honor,

The Mayor of New York.

Dear Sir:=-

When I assumed the position of Commissioner of Public
Parks, it was with the understanding, that Hon. David H. King, Jr.
should be President and executive officer.

As he is now unable to continue in this positien, and as I can-
not devote my entire time to the duties of the Department of Public
Parks, I hereby tender you my resignation, to take effect October 1lst
or earlier, at Your Honor's convenience.

With high regards and thanks for your kind courtesy, I am

Very truly yours




CITY OF NEW YORK,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
ARSENAL,CENTRAL PARK,

TO HIS HONOR THE MAYOR,

Mayor!'esg 0L T 1o,
City Hall Park,

PERSONAL. NEW YORK CITY.




