FIRE DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Fire Alarm Telegraph, etc.,

New York, Jan. 16th, 1897.

Hon. Thomas Sturgis;

Commissioner and Chairman Committee on Telegraph, etc.,

Dear Sir:e—-

i have the honor to report that Fire Alarm Box 29, located at

Maiden Lane and Front Street, is comnected from the main subway at Pearl
Street and Maiden Lane, by an over-head loop from Pearl to Front Street.
In 1890,when the fire alarm boxes in that neighborhood were connected
underground, this particular box was made'an exception for the reason
that the necessary space in the subway in Maiden Lane could not be pro-
cured in which to put the cable. The reason which wasgiven at the time
was that all the space was occupied. Frequent efforts have been made
since that time for subway space, but without avail. It being under-
stood that the city is entitled to free space for the wires of the Fife
Alarm.Tglegraph in all subways constructed under the law, it hasbeen
a doubt heretofore in the minds of the Commissioners whether the facili-
ties necessary to provide such service, should be at cost to the city,
in streets where the general subways have been constructed. Conditions
similar to the above exist on Seventh Avenue, between 14th Street and
32nd Street, whereon are located four street boxes, and a line of
telegraph poles. A subway was constructed upon that avernue in 1891
and space appliedfor, for the use of this Department, but denied, for
the same reason as before mentioned. All these stations should
now be connected underground as early as possible. The loop in
Maiden Lane, has several times been broken, the pole line on Seventh
Averue is old, andrequires constant re-construction, the circuits there-

on are affected moreor less by storms,-thus affecting other portions




of the same circuits which are underground, and I respectfully suggest

that the necessary subway construction should be done by this Depart-

ment, unless it is decided that the subway company should be required

to provide it, andl respectfully ask to be advised whether in providing

specifications for underground work, those places shall be included.

Very respectfully,
(signed) J. Elliott Smith

Superintendent.
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fon. Board of Electrical Control,

1262 Broadway, New York.
Gent lemen: ‘

By direction of th:%’Board, and acting as Chairman of the
Conmittee having charge of Lﬁe Fire Alarm Telegraph and Subway Ca-
ble. System, I beg to submit a copy of a repert made to us on the 16th -
instant by the Superintendent of the Fire Alarm System.

It is the understanding of this Board that the cables of
the Department are entitled to space in the subways, and we believe
that the fact that such has not been hitherto granted is due te a mie
understanding on the part of your Board, and possibly a failure to
clearly present the necessity on the part of our predecessors in
this Department. If we are right in our belief that such space
gshauld be arranced for and granted to the Department in the subways,
it is of course entirely improper that independent work for the pur-
pese of placing such circuits underground should be undertaken by
this Department at its own cost.

Will you kindly give this matter vour early attention, as
vou will see that the circumstances which lead to this letter are of
a somewhat important character -rendered more so by the injury aris-
ing to our overhead lines_from the exigencies of the winter and from
the increaged service which is required from such lines during the

winter season by reason of a great increase in the number of fires
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which is to be expected during this period of the year.
I have sent a copy of this letter to Kis Koner, the Mayor,
and awaitine a response at your early convenience, I remain

Respectfully yours,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor-
My dear Sir:

Fnclosed please find copy of a letter addressed by this
Board at this date to the Board of Electrical Control containing copy
of a report from the Superintendent of the Telegraph Department rela-
tive fo the subject of overhead wires and room for placing the same
in the subways in certain portions of the city.

For the reason stated in the letter to the Board of Elec-
trical Control, the matter is one of urgency and should receive con?
sideration from that Board as soon as circumstances will permit. A

- This Board is using extraordinary efforts to maintain the
efficiency of the fire alarm telegraph service and no single qondi-
tion militates more against such perfect operation than the necessi-
ty for continuing the use of overhead wires in any of the densely .
populated portions of the city. The many conditions which may in-
juriously affect overhead wires are to well known to you to need fur-
ther comment. Should we be advised that the Board of Electrical .
Control will not supply the space desired in the present subways,
it will be necessary to construct proper facilities at the expense
of the city for such wires dj/this Department; but we are unW1llin5
to assume such expenditure until definitely advised that we ara en-~
titled to the space suggested in the present subways.
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I have been requested by the Board to place these facts before you
in view of your official position in comnection with the Board of
Electrical Control, and to express the hope that the matter nay re-

ceive some consideration at their next meeting.

Very respectfully yours,
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FIRE DEPIRITHRERT.
Head-Quarters 8th Battalion.

New York, Feb. 5th, 1897.

To the : Jeiit
Honorable Board of Fire Commissioners,

Gentlemen; -~
In compliance with orders received, I most respect-

fully forward the following report after a thorough investigation of
anonymous commnication, in which the members of Engine Co. 21 are accus-
ed of alleged unlawful conduct.

I desire to call the attention of the Board to the fact,that
if such a breach of discipline existed, it would certainly come under my
notice through the officers of said company.

After a personal interview and observation, I find nothing

but a friendly feeling existing between the members. Neither are there

any indications that would lead me to believe that an altercation of any

kind happened, or to cause annoyance or complaint from the neighbors.

In support of this statement, I herewith submit the names and'
addresses of tenants in the vicinity of Company Quarters, whom I have
interviewed and who add to my assurance that it is impossible to sub-
stantiate one item made in the anonymous communication.

The names of the occupants of the buildings adjoining, opposite

and to the rear of Engine House, who were interviewed, are as follows:

James Farrell, 214 East 40th St. Patrick McCabe, 218 East 40th St
‘ Donohue i Charles Wiley
uﬁust Windeg, " » Mrs. M. Purceil g "
John Mullen 210 L H Mrs sk McCann, b 2
Patrick Hestin,211 " Joseph Carry, 217 39th

August Muller, i 7 Mrs. John Cuilen 219 N
Michael Brennan 216 39th "

Mrs. Patrick Kenney,owner of buildings Nos. 214, 229, 236 East 40th St.

4

Very respectfully,

. (signed) John Welsh,
Chlef 8th Battallon
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Dictated by C.J.
to A. 1.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong, Mayor,

New York City.
Dear 8ir; -~

I have the honor to return herewith anonymous communication

signed "A ianant, East 40th 8t.", complaining of misconduct on the part
of the members of Engine Co. 21, this Department, transmitted by ypur
direction to this Department on the 30th ult., and to enclose a copy of
report thereon made by the Chief of 8th Battalion, to which the company
referred to belongs.

In connection with the subject, I also en¢lose a letter from
Mrs. K. Kellard Kemey, residing in the immediate vieinity of the come
pany quarters, testifying to the uniform good behavior of Engine CS. 21 .

Very respectfully, 7

k\étkf{{u?61‘//;: Q?:’ 4“““(51:

' resident.

i
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New Yors_voloruary 8th, 1t )

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor -
Dear Sir:

In conformity with your request I have the honor to sub-
mit herawith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of this
pepartment for the week ending at noon.on Saturday the 1st imstant,
together with a record of changes in the persomnel of the mepart-
ment during the same week:

The fire extinguishing force of the Department now consists of
1165 officers and men,

86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and

ladder companies, in

14 battalions.

458 horses are now in the Department.

91 fires ocourred during the week.

335 companies were called to respond to these fires.

67 telegraphic alarms were received.

30 yerbal alarms were recaived.
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Incendiarism - Adolph Meyer, charged with setting fire to
premises 108 East 113th Street, on January 1éth,
1897, pleaded guilty to attempt at arson in third
degree and was sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment.

Henry Levy, charged with arson in second de -
v I i St 1 Mt LA B,
January 13th, 1897ﬁqbut has not yet been sgntenced.

Henry Schepp, Jr., charged with arson in the
first degree, in setting fire to premises 319

East 53d Street, on December 10th,1896,pleaded

guilty to arson in third degree, but has not

yet been sentenced.

Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and
penalties for the week $1,416.50
Inspections and surveys made for the week
Changes in personnel - One Assistant Battervmen appointed,
two Assistant Telegraph Operators temporarily appoint-
ed; one Engineer retired.

Very respectfully,

/

Pro Ty
s 7/ Y,
2 / s
_f # i -7\ ¢

NAAMAAA (N AL
President.
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NewYork - ¥eb. 15,1891 /FF

Hon. William L. Strong,
‘ Mayor-
Dear Sir:
In conformity with your request I have the honor to submi t
herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operatians of this Depart-

ment for the week ending at noon on Saturday the 13th instant:

The fire extinguishing force of the Department now consists of

1164 officers and men,
86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and ladder
companies, in
14 battalions.
horses are now in the Department.
7% fires occurred during the week.
companies were called to respond to these fires.
" 47 telegraphic alarms werse received.
30 verbal alarms wers received.
Incendiarism - Henry Levy, whose arrest for setting fire to premises
26 West 3rd Street on January 13, 1897, was previously reported, was
indicted by the Grand Jury and was sentenced to imprisanment for five
years in the State Prison.

Henry Castellano, arrested on the chatge of having
set fire to premises 503 West 33rd Street on Februury 8th 1897, was
held in $10,000 bail, to answer.

Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and penalties




for the week Sy -$1,059.00

Inspections and surveys made for the week 17,
Three trials for violation of rules on the part of
firemen were had, and fines amounting to 21 days' pay were imposed.

There were no changes in the personnel of the Department
during the period covered by this report.

Very respectfully, e,
/ -~ 7 4
(4

AL
ij President. ”

: ',/'l’/""/‘, " g v;/"
LAY A sl A
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor -
Sir:

In conformity with your request I have the honor to sibmit

herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of this

Department for the week ending at noon on Saturday, the 20th
instant:
The fire extinguishing force now consists of-
1174 officers and men,
86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and’
ladder companies, in :
14 battalions.
458 horses are now in the Department.
70 fires occurred during the week.
244 companies were called to respond to these fires.
54 telegraphic alarms were received.
21 verbal alarms were received.
Incendiarism - The cases of Hemry Schepp, Sr., and Henry

Schepp, Jr., heretefore reported, were finally disposed of on the
15th instant, by the sentence of the son to confinement in the




2

e

Elmire Reformstory, and by the di scharge of the father - the son,
upon whose statement he was indicted, refusing to testify against
the father.

John Berger and John Duffy, arrested for an al leged attempt
to set fire to the tenement house No. 2492 Second Avenue, on the
14th instant, were held by Magistrate Mott for the Grand Jury, on
the 16th instant, in $3,000 bail each.

James Moore, arrested on the 18th instant, for an attempt to
set-fire to tenement house No. 2264 Second Avenue, was held, in

the Harlem Court, in $10,000 bail for examination.

Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and
penalties for the week

Inspections and surveys made for the week-----------=

Three trials for violation of rules on the part of firemen
were had.and fines smounting to twelve days’ pay were

imposed. One of the delinquents was dismissed, to take
effect from the 21st instant.

Changes in personnel - 10 third-grade firemen were appoint-
ed.

In compliance with an order of the Appellate Division of

the Supreme Court, James B.Aitchel was restored to duty as Fire

Marshal. Very raspectfallv




Headquearters Fire Department,

New York, February 26th,1897.

The Board of Commissioners met this day.

Present - President James R. Sheffield,in the chair, and

Commissioners 0. H. La Grange and Thomas Sturgis.

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION

were adopted as follows:

WHEREAS, His Honor Mayor William L. Strong has signified his

intention to present medals to the two bravest firemen who risked

life at the greatest peril to themselves in the year 1896; there-

fore
RESOLVED, That the Fire Commissioners gratefully accept the
offer, and hereby convey to His Honor, the Mayor, the thanks of
the Department therefor.
) X % X
On motion, the Board then adjourned.
(Signed) : CARL, JUSSEN,
Secretary.
A true extract from the minutes.

Secretary.
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i Y /////Febtual' y 27th, /JV)

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor -
Dear Sir:

I have the honor to inform you that your letter of

February 24th offering to present medals to this Department was
submitted by me at a meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners
held vesterday and that the accompanying preamble and resolution
were adopted. I will at as early a date as practicable furmish
you the names of the men deemed most worthy, specifying, as you
request, the act of heroism which each performed.

Agreeably to the wish yoerbally expressed by you it. has
been determined to have the medal presentation for 1896 in Union or-
Madison Square, sometime during the latter part of the month of
May next:

Very respectfullv,

éééﬂf///
Prési’dent.
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New York, Varen 8b, . 9]

Hone William L. Strong,
| Mayor ~
Dear Bir:

In eonfomity with vour request I have the hofior to
submit herewith a stetoment showing, in brief, the operatioms of
this Department for the week ending af rnoon on Saturday, the 6th
instants |

The fire extinguishing foree of the Department mow gomnsists of
1175 of figors pnd men,
86 companies, of which 64 are engime and 22 heok and.
ladder compenies, in

14 battalions.

458 horses are now in the Department.

92 fires ogeurred during the week.

359 eempanies were called to respond to these fires

79 telegrsphic alamss were received.

22 verbal alamms were receivedl.




@ ®
e
Incemdiarism - Jemas Moore, chorged with attempting to gat Tirs 0

the premiges No, 2264 Seeond Avenue, was held, on the 3d
ingtant, im $2000 bail for the Grand Jury.

Recoipta Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and penalties
for the week

Inspections mad surveys made for the week----~--- o, ————

One trial for violation of rules on the part of a fireman was held,

and a fine of four days' pay was imposed.

Changee in persomel - Two third-grade firemen and two clerks

appointed, executive clerk, and a stoker resigned.

Very respectfully,
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, City Hall, N.¥.-

Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge your letter of Varoh 1lth enclosing
a cc;py of & letter which vou had received vith reference to can-
didates who were examined for the position of Operator in the Fire
Department, and implying that some unfairness had been resorted to,
either in this Department or the Civil Service Board, in connection
therewith. The facts in the case are as follows:

There was & need for two more Operators in the Telegraph
Bureau and it was found, on inquiry, thet there was no eligible
list ready for the position. Wie wore therefore instructed by the
Civil Service Board to appoint temporarily. Two men were there fore
appointed by this Board, one of whom had had three years previous
experience in this Department, and had a good rocord. The other
came on the recommendation of Superintendent. Emeriock of the Postal
Telegraph Company, who was formerly the Superintendent of Telegraph

in this Department, and who strongly endorsed him. Both men,

sinee their temporary appointment, have tried the Civil Service




2

examination, but the list is not yet’ready, so that we do not know
where they stand or whether they are on the list at all. 8o far as
{ can ascertain there was no attempt to influence in any way the
examinations, and these men will have to take their chances with
21l the other candidates when the eligible 1list is finally made up.

I thank vou for calling this matter to my attention and
I feel assured that if the person who wrote vou ¢ould know the
fucts, he would feel there was no cause for complaint.

I remain
Very respectfully yours,

/ «:‘_ // —, f‘
Kotd7 f,(,f! e A

President.
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Neword, Vaxdn 13th, /m)

Hom. William L. Streng,
Mayoy -
Deay Siy;
tn conformity with vour raqnest I have the homor to
submit herewith u statement showing, in brief, the operutjons of
this Pepartment for the weok ending at neon on Saturday, the l3th
instant:
The fire sxbisguishing force of the Department new comsisis of-
1175 officers mmd yen.
86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook ad
ladder Companies, in
14 batlsliens.
468 horses are now in the Department.
78 fives osourred during the week.
£5% companties were called to respond to these fires.
57 telographic alarms were received.
27 verbal alarms were received.
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Re¢eipts But'esu of Gombust ibles for licenses, permits and

peﬁalties fﬁr ms voak’l“’tm""’*““ ............ n-w-v-nahnui.-i-—_~$l’03°‘
Inspections and surveys mide for the weekeo~mveocmn 111

Pive trials for violatisn of rulet on the part of firemen wers
held amd fines aggregating fourtéen days pey impossd.

There were no charger in the persomndl of the Neparimint
during the period coyered by this report.

Very vespectfully,

4&((& /// rz%kaf e ff’//@/

Presi dent,




New York, March 5th, 1897,
Tb the Commissiomers of the Fire Dopgrtm&nt;
157 East 67th 8t.

dentlemens \
‘ I am unable\to understand the cause or causes which prevented

you to send me an agﬁmr to my letter addressed to yom, dated January

18, A. 6. of which tla following is a eOpPYyi~-

' New York, January 18, 1897,
To the Commissioners of the Fire Department,
; 157 East 67th Street.
Gentlemen: % “
. I own the buiding ébcnpiad by your Dep't situated on the
North side of Westche ter Avenue West of White Plains Roead.

Aceording to he term by whien this building 1is leased, the
rent is due and payable every quarter (3 months) in advanece. This quar-
ter falls due on the Pirst of the coming month (Pebruary.)

| Kindly advise me if I shall‘render a bill ¢o you or to whom? or
will you pay without & bill or what is your pleasure in the matter, I
also desire to draw your attention to the faet that you are using water
for whiech I must pay. I was not to furnish such, You may possibly make -
arrangements with the water company or whatseever you see proper to
do, but of course I look to you to re-imburse me for any amount paid
on a/e of your wsing the water.

Kindly let me hear of you soon and please believe me to be
always

Yours Truly,
(8igned) : _ 8tephen Toepfer,

It strikes me and I rﬁlly believe thgt I am entitled to get an
angwer of you without waiting all this time. i

I think any eitizen and taxpayer has proper and vested rights

.

to be treated properly and Justly by anybedy in publie empley. You will
oblige By sending an angwer without further delay.

Yours, )
C/,‘/%;/(( // %//Z ¢ é/é/ S R,

%/zf/;a = /Z,/,ﬂ// //g/?///p,
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Commissioners-

A. 1. NewYord. Vnwoh By AT %

Ron. W. L. Strong, Mayor,
- Wew York City.
81 ri--

I have the honor to ackrowledge receipt of & letter from your
office of the 19th inst., inclosing commnication from Stephen Toepfer,

White Plains Romd, Wakefield, New York City, for wueh attentien as may
be proper, and to state in reply therato that the madter has been adjust-
ed and the Firence Department duly informed thereof.
The commnication from Mr. Toepfer is herewith returned.
Very respectfully,
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Commissioners.

New Yird, Maxeb 224, /97
o

Hon. William 1. Stromg,
Mayor -

Dear Sir:
In confomity with your request 1 have the honor to
submit herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of

this Department for the week ending at moon on Safurday, the 20th

instant:
The fire extinguishing force of the Department now oonsists of
1175 officers and men.
8¢ companies, of which 64 are engine amd 22 hook and
ladder companies, im :

14 battelions.

447 horses are now in the Department.

91 fires occurred during the weck.

315 companies were called to respond to these fires.

62 telagraphioc alarms were received.

%2 verbal alarms were received.
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Incendiarism - On the 19th instant three boys were arrested
and held in $3000 bail each to await the action of the'
Grand Jury, for setting fire, on the 17th instant, to
Public School building, No. 61, at 169th Street and 3d

Avenue.

Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and

penalties for the week

: Inspections and surveys made for the week

Two trials for violation of rules on the part of firemen were
had, the accused in the one instance being fined three

days' pay, and in the other, excused under the circum-

stances.

There have been no ¢hanges in the personnel of the Depart,.
ment during the period covered by this report.

Very respectfully,
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New Yerk, Vaxen 2ath, 9]

Hon. William L. Strong,
City Hall, N.Y.-
My Dear Col. Strong:
In accordance with your suggestion I send you herewith a
description of the Bennett and Stephenson medals.

I would suggest, in the case of the medals which you
present, that instead of the words,‘ "Presented in appreciation of
meritorious perfommance ot:jgty as a fireman,® there be some words
showing that they are presented for heroism in saving human life.

If there is any other information I can furnish, or any
way in which I can serve you in regard to these motters, kindly’

comand me.

Very sincerely yours, //
/i}@uud///;{/ //”“’/
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Commissioners.

e ¥ Aot Yo Vet 65,189 /15

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor -

Dear Sir:

Responding to the letter from your office of the 25th
instant, transmitting resolution of the Board of Aldprmon, Nd. 976,
for examination aml report, I have the honor to say that the
resolution was introduced in the Beard of Aldermen at the request
of this Department and that ‘it is deemed neeessary, in the trana-‘-
action of the business of the Departmemt, to have the autliority
granted thereby.

The vesolution referred to is herewith returnsd.

Very respectfully,

At «Z/f. /?/ 274
President.
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iCommissioners.

Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-
Dear Sir:

In conformity with your request I have the honor to
submit herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of
this Department for the week ending at noon on Saturday, the 27th
instant: '

The fire extinguishing force of the Department now consists of

1173 officers and men.

86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and
ladder companies, in
14 battalions.
446 horses are now in the Department.
64 fires occurred during the week.
247 companies were called to respond to these fires.
54 telegraphic alarms were received.

17 verbal alarms were received.
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Incendiarism - The three boys arrested on the 19th instant
for setting fire to the building of Public School No.61,
heretofore reported, were indicted by the Grand Jury on
the 24th instant.

Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and
penalties for the week $1,069.50

Inspections and surveys mude for the week

There were no trials of delinquents during the period covered

by this report.

Changes in personnel - Two Foremen promoted to be Chiefs of
Battalion; one Engineer and one Fireman in the uni formed

force deceased; one Stoker appointed.

Very respectfully,

P tofpint

(i' President.
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Neew Yord, April 34,1897, 119

Hon. William L. Strong,

City Hall, N.Y.-
My Dear Col. Strong:

Knowing of your great interest in all that

pertains to the welfare of the city or of any of the Departments I
desire to state briefly the facts in comection with the fire en
West 105th Street on Tuesday last, at which five lives were lost.
The fire occurred in a flat or apar tment-house of the better
class, in appearance, which had recently been built, but which had
no fireproof safeguards whatever in its construction.

The fire doubtless originated in the cellar and spxjead',
by means of the stairway and the dumbwaiter shaft, with great
rapidity throughout the entire house, and burned guite as fiercely
on the fifth floor as it did on the first. BEveryone was 80 excited
in trying to get ou't of the heuse that no one thought of sending an
alarm until ten minutes had passed, so that when our first cempan-
jes arrived at the scene the house Was dlready doomed, and their

entire attention had teo be turned towards saving the lives of the

women and ehildren who were hanging out of the various windows.







2
Many rescues were effected by the prompt action of the firemen.
Those who were afterwards found to have been burned to death on the
fifth floor probably lost their lives through the faulty construct-
ion of the house, and not through any fault or delay on the part ‘
of our Department, theugh it is just possible that if the alarm
had been turned in the moment the fire was discovered our cempanies

would have arrived in time to save the lives of every one in the

building.

I was present at the fire myself and can give personal
testimony to the courage and zeal with which this Department per-
formed its duty. Both Chief Bormer and myself made a rigid and
searching investigation on the spot to ascertain if there was any
fault which could be ascribed to the Fire Department. There was
abselutely none, and the unanimous verdict of everyone present was

that the Department had done all that it was pessible to do.

Very sincerely yours,
e
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e Dorst, April 5th, 1897./S7

Hon, William L. Strong,
l' Mayor-
Dear Sir:

In conformity with your request I have the henor to
submit herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operati'ons of
this Department for the week ending at noon on Satmrday, the 3d
instant:

The fire extinguishing force of the Department now consists of

1173 officers and men,

86 companies, of whish 64 are engine and 22 hook and

ladder companies, in
14 battalions.
446 horses are now in the Department.
99 fires occurred during the week.
348 companies were called to respond to these fires.
75 telegraphic alarms were received.

28 verbal alarms were received.
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Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and
penalties for the week

Inspections and surveys made for the week

Three trials for vielations of the rules and regulatiens

prescribed for the government of the members of the

uniformed farce were held, in two of which fines aggre-

gating six days' pay were imposed, the third case, after
the taking of the testimony, having been laid over.

Change in persennel - Carpenter Michael J. Gilroy discharged,
to take effect frem 7th instant.

An event calling for special mention is the fire which occur-
red in the flat-house Neo. 61 West 105th Street, en the
30th ultimo, with the resulting loss of the lives of
three. women and two children. A very thorough investiga-
tion has failed as yet te bring to light any evidence
upon which a positive cenclusion as te the cause and

origin of the fire can be based.

Very respectfully,

W President.
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THOMAS STURGIS.
Commissioners.

N Yorsf April 12h,1897 0

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor -
Dear Sir:

In conformity with your request I have the honor to
submit herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of
this Department for the wock ending at noon on Saturday, the 10th
instant:

The fire extinguishing force of the Depért,ment now consists of

1171 offieers and men,

8¢ companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and
ladder companies, in
14- battalions.
446 horses are now in the Departmen t.
60 fires occurred during the week.
197 companies were called to respond to these fires.

44 telegraphic alarms were received.

16 verbal alarms were received.
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Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses,permits and
penalties for the week

Inspections and surveys made for the week--~----n==w---

Two trials for violations of rules and regulations
prescribed for the govermment of the members of the uniformed

force were held, and fines aggregating seventeen days' pay

imposed.

Changes in personnel - Building Superintendent (Alexander
Stevens ) appointed; two Assistant Telegraph Operators
(Thomas J. Cusack and Patrick Beggin) appointed; one
Climber discharged; one Foreman and one Fireman of the

unifomed force retired on half pay.

Very respectfully,
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THOMAS STURGIS.
Commissioners.

New Uors April 13th,1897.//7

Col. William L. Strong,

City Hall, N.Y.-
My Dear Col. Strong:

You may have noticed in the weekly report sent you from
this Department a statement of the dismissal of Michael J. Gilrov,
who \;vas a carpenter detailed to the office of the Superintendent
of Repairs to Buildings.

Gilroy's case was a peculiar one, and in view of the fact
that he went to several prominent Republican leaders of the city
and enlisted their efforts in his behalf, claiming that he had been
very unjustly dealt with by this Board, we decided to suspend the
order of dismissal pending a full hearing. This hearing devoioped
the 'follovring facts:

iBai?é:és, under the tenement house law, are required, when
directed by the Board of Health, to make their places fire-proof,
and, after an inspection by this Department, a permit is issued to
them showing that they have complied with the fire-proofing regula-
tions, as established by the Board of Fire Cormissioners. It was

Gilroy's custom to go to these bakers entirely on his own hoeok,

tell them that their places needed fire-proofing, and state that a
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mén would be around the next day who would do the fire-proofing
for than. On the following day a man by the name of Foster would
call and offer to do the job for a certain amount of money. The
job being completed application would be made to us for a permit,
and Gilroy - whose duties as an inspector led him to inspect the
workes of course approved it if his friend Foster did it, and on his
certification we issued the permit. I got on the track of this man
purely by accident, but thinking it had a good deal in common with
some old blackmailing schemes about which the public have frequent-
ly complained, I instituted very vigorous inquiries, vhich resulted
in the above facts being brought forth. Gilroy, of course, denied
evervthing, under oath, but the proof was so overvhelming that we
decided to sustain the dismissal.

I am having prepared from the records a statement of the

five losses for this year compared with preceding years, and will

send it Lo vou as soon as it is completed.
Allow me to express my admiration of your veto of the
Charter; it was a splendid and courageous thing to do. It was good

politics and, above all, it was right.

Very sincerely vours,

- %um A /éx/;/wz

e
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Comparative Btatement of Fires and Losses for the first

Quarter of 1888 - 1897.

954 $ 2,733,022.00 $ 2,864.00
819 735,496 .00 898.00
896 1,395,723.00 1,557 .00
1004 3,039,170.00 3,027.00
1078 1,606,112.00 1,490.00
1189 1,515,727.00 1,275.00
973 850,300.00 874.00
1116 663,627.00 594.00
1137 1,255,703.00 1,104.00
1077 464,106 .00 430.00
10243 $14,258,986.00
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THOMAS STURGIS.
Commissioners.

s N Yoyt horid 17th, 189719

Hon. William L. Strong,

City Hall-
My Dear Col. Strong:

Mr. Hedges has read me over the telephone the letter of
Comptroller Fitch to you regarding the omission of this Department
to return to the Comptroller the security deposits of certain
bidders. This is a matter which has always been promptly attended
to by this Department, and I had supposed in this case it was
attended to with the same care and fidelity. It seems, however,
that the security deposits instead of being returned to the
Comptroller, were locked in the desk.of:the Secretary to the Board,
who, by reason of serious illness in his family, has been abs_ent‘
during the week.

On the receipt of a letter fram the Comptroller yesterday
morning, informing me of the delay - which was the first 1 knew
of it - I sent a messenger to the Secretary's house and the depos-
its were recovered and have this day heen sent to the Comptroller.

It is a matter which I very much regret should have hap-
pened under my administration, and I am particularly seorry thut the

Bomptroller should have felt it necessary to call your attention
to it. I am glad to state, however, that before Mr. Hedges
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informed me of the Comptroller's letter to you, the deposits were

already in the hands of the Comptroller.

Verv sincerely vours,

7’

;(Lu/,,z// Wkeffeeced
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THOMAS STURGIS.

Commissioners.

iw Yy s Mpril 19th,1897. fd

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor -~ |
Dear Sir: .

In conformity with your request I have the honor to
submit herewith a statement showing, in brief, the operations of
this Department for the week ending at noen on Saturday, the 17th
instant:

The fire extimg,ﬁishing force of the Department now consists of

1170 officers and men,

86 companies, of which 64 are engine and 22 hook and

ladder companies, in
14 ‘battal ions.
458 horses are now in the Department.
53 fires occurred during the week.
166 companies were c'alled to respond to these fires.
40 telegraphic alarms were received.

16 verbal alarms were received.
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Receipts Bureau of Combustibles for licenses, permits and
penalties for the week

Inspections and surveys made for the week------- -

Two trials for violations of the rules and regulations

prescribed for the government of the members of the

uniformed force were had, one resulting in a dismissal
from the service and the other in the imposition of a

fine of four days' pay.

Changes in persomel - One Climber and one Cable Splicer
appointed; one Fireman dismissed on charges; a former
Fireman (John F. Galligan, 2d grade),after a hearing of
his application for re-instatement, was, with the con-
sent of the Civil Service Commission, restored to duty-
in thie Department, upon his signing and filing a waiver
of compensation between the date of his dismissal and
that of his reinstatement.

Very respectfully,
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