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BOARD OF
ESTIMATE AND APPORTIONMENT

CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ENGINEER
277 BROADWAY

September 16,1913,

Hon. Ardolph L. Kline, Mayor,
Chairman of the Board of Estimate and ,pportionment,
S ir-
Herewith I am enclosing a copy ¢of a report which has been
prepared for the meeting of the Board to be held on Thursday,
Sep tember 18,1913,

Respectfully,

= : e
///izzﬁf,»a /7"ﬂ£;,,, P

Chief Engineer.




BOARD OF
ESTIMATE AND APPORTIONMENT
CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ENGINEER

277 BROADWAY October 20, 1913.

Mr, James Matthews,
Executive Secretary, Office of the Mayor.
Dear Mr, Matthews:-
I have vour note of October 18, enclosing letter from the
Chairman of the Committee on Railway Terminals of the Council
of the Citv of Chicago, asking about the employment of Mr.’Bion
J. Arnold.
Mr. Arnold was retained by the Public Service Commission
for the First District, and submitted to that Commission a num=-
ber of reports in 1908 upon the operation of the present Rapid
Transit Subway. I do not know whether he was retained as Con-
sulting Engineer on a regular salary or whe ther he was paid for
time devoted to the work of the Public Service Commission. Inas-
much as this is a request from a member of the Legislative branch
of the City Government of Chicago, do you not think it would be
better to send the request for this information to the Public
Service Commission for the First District, rather than to have
me attempt to secure the information and give it to you at second
hand? I am sure that Secretary Whitney will be able to advise
vou fully conc erning Mr. Arnold's employment by the Commission
and the compensation received by him.
The lettsr of Mr, Geiger 1is returned herewith.

Yours very truly,

%ml,@y?m;

Chief Engineer,

encl




BOARD OF
ESTIMATE AND APPORTIONMENT
CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ENGINEER
277 BROADWAY

Executive Secretary, Office of the Mayor,

City Hall, Wew York City.

Replying to yours of the 28th, I am a little
uncertain whether the intent of His Honor, the Mayor, was
simply to have this letter from Shulman & Sons placed hbe-
fore the Committee to which was referred the petition for
relief from assessment for the widening of Canal Street,
or whether he desired a statement from me covering the

-y

facts in the case. As the latter may be desired, 1 will
comment upon the letter of Messrs., Shulman.
The first paragraph of that letter is not a correct

statement of the reasons which prompted the widening at the
corner of Canal Street and The BoweIry. The letter attributles
connection of the tracks on the Manhattan Bridge

with the crosstown Canal Street Subway and the necessity for

.

raising the grade in order bto carry the street over these

tracks., It is true that the raising of the grade was necessi-

,r’vr"'
tated by the connection between the tracks on the Manhattan

i al B € ; 3 1 o] li ed
Rridge and the Subway in Canal Street, but this was determin

b "1. ' g . £ -
upon before the widening was undertaken. I think I may safely

say that the street widening at this point was not necessitated

truction or a connec tion between the Manhatbt-

by any subway cons




tan Bridge and the Subway, by a desire to enlarge the plaza
of the Manhattan Bridge, or in order to accomodate bridge

traffic. It was simply done to facilitate movement in the

streets and from one street to another, and in this respect
it is similar toc other widenings in various parts of the

City. I think we should forget that the Manhattan Bridge
is anything more than a highway or street, which in this
instance happens to be carried over the East River. That
our great bridges are simply parts of cur highway system
was pretty well established when the late Mayor Gaymor in-
sisted that all tolls on the bridge roadways should be abol-
ished and that thev should be treated precisely in the same
manner as other streets. The volume of traffic changes from
time to time in different streets, and it assumes different
courses due to improvements made in different parts of the
City or to the development of a particular kind cf business
in certain sections, and it becomes necessary to widen streets
and cut off corners in order to accomodate such traffic, and
the expense of doing so has lately been met partly by assess-
ment upon the property deemed to be benefited and partly by
one or more Boroughs or the City. This was the case in Canal
Street, and my understanding of the situation will, I am con-
fident, be concurred in by the Department of Eridges, the
Commissicner and Chief Engineer of which Department 1 have
consulted in order to get their views.

The letter further says that Canal Street is and always

has been a wide street. This is true as to the part of Canal




Street west of Mulberry Street, where it is 100 feet wide, and

a
owing to the fact that it is a diagonal street i 111 be called
upcn to accomodate a constantly increasing volume of traffic,
especially after the construction of the Varick Street=Seventh
Avenue thoroughfare. East of Mulber tree however, and for
the three blocks between Mulberry Street and The Bowery, it is
not wide enough to accomodate the traffic which will doubtless

to it when the Manhattan Bridge is completely available
for public use. The improvement under discussion will facili=-

tate movement between The Bowery and Canal Street and the high=-

passing over the Manhattan Bridge, and I firmly believe

a widening tetween The Bowery and Mulberry Street will he

und necessary in the future.

I am calling attention to these conditions simply to show
that the widening now under discussion and any widening which
may occur in the future are designed to facilitate movement
along a street, the importance of which I believe will be
greatly increased, with consequent increase in the value of
the abutting property.

I did not intend to write such a long letter, but think
it wise that this point of view should be laid before the Mayor.,.

Meanwhile, I believe it is consistent with your intent in sending

me the letter for me to retain it and present it to the Committee

of the RBoard to which the matter has been referred and which is

expected to make a report.

Yours very truly:;;;z.

Chief Engineer.
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nd Apportionment.

transmittecd copies of reporte wnich have been

prepared for the meeting of the Board to bée held on Thursday,

November 15,1913,
Respectfully,

0 S5t

n / > - —

Chiecf EBnginseer.




Report No. 13311, November 8, 1913.
Hon. Arvoren L. KLing, Mayor, Chairman of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

mcut:

Sir—At the meeting of the Board of E:timate and Apportionment held on Novem-
“ber 6, a hearing wa: given conce rning a proceeding initiated by the Loecal Board of
the Van Courtlandt Dystrict, Boroug.a of The Bronx. for acquiring title to Harlem
River Terrace, where not already acquired, between West 184th street and Bailey
avenue,

In the report submitted by vour Engineer concerning this improvement it was
pointed out that the proceeding was intended to relate to a parcel which had been
included within the street system as the result of a change in the street lines the
effect of which had heen to exclude an adjoining parcel previously acquired for high-
way purposes, and:acting upon the recommendation made in the report the attention
of the Sinking Fund Commi-sioners was called to the desirability of arranging for
tae sale of the property no longer rcquired for street use,

At the hearing a question was raised concerning the ownership of the property
which it was proposed to dispose of, and action was deferred for one week pending
the presentation of a further report in the matter.

Tk~ streei line: as originally fixed were modified by 2 plan adopted on May 3,
1507, the resolution for which appears on page 1479 of tae Public [mprovement Min-
utes of that date, which refers to the map as one intended to fix the lines of Harlem
River Terrace just north of and adjoining Fordham road, and makes no specific ref-

erence to the possible exclusion from the street system of an area previously acquired
for highway use. A search of the records chows that the property affected by the
change was conveved to the City bv Charles E. Sentell under a deed bearing date of
Aori] 23, 1891, which was filed in the Register’s office on November 27, 1891 (section
11, lib. 3, page 422). The decd makes provision tha: the property is to be held in trust
for street purposes.

At the meeting of March 21, 112, an opinion was presented by the Corporation
Counsel concerning the procedure involved in the closing of public ctreets. in which
the Board was advised that to conform with legal requiremenis in cases where title
to the street had been acquired, it would be necessary to give ublic r2tice of such a
character as to indicate its effect.

I am in come doubt as to whether the title to the land which it was intended
to exclude from the street area would revert to the grantor in cace the effect of the
adoption of the map was to discontinue the street, and also as to whether the public
notice given in connection with the map change was sufficient to satisfy the legal
requirements. »

I would therefore recommend that the matter be referred to the Corporation
Coungel with the request that he advise the Board concerning both of these particulars,

Respectfully, NELSON P. LEWIS, Chief Engineer.



Report No. 13298. November 7, 1913.

Hon. ArvoLpH L. Krixe, Mayor, Chairman of th> Board of Estimate and Appor-

tionment:
' Sir—At the meeting of the Board of Estimate and Apoortionment held on No-
vember 6. 1913. there was presented for consideration a resolntion of the Local Board
of the IFlatbueh Dictrict, Borough of Brooklyn, adopted on October 8 1913. initiating
proceedings for paving wita asphalt (preliminary pavement) East 35th street from
Tilden avenue to Beverly road, and the matter was referred to the Chief Engineer
for report.

s

This resolution affects one block or about €00 feet of East 35th street. title to
which has been legally acquired. The street is paved. the abuitine nroperty is largely
improved, and all of the subsurface structure- have been provided.

It is nnderstood that the street was improved under private contract but that

the work has never heen accented bv the Citv. and that the curbing as well as th-
pavement is in a condition of disrepair. The Local Board on October 24 last adopted
a resolution under which existine enrbine will be r constructed, and there would seem
to be no reason to defer the concideration of the paving,

The work is estimated to cos:i about $3.800. and the assessed valuation of the
land to be benefited is $28.20C.

In my judement the resolution is a proper one, and I would recommend that
the Borough President he autaorized to have the work performed which is required
prior to placing the improvemen: under contract.

Respectfully, NELSON P. LEWIS, Chief Engineer.

RACK—G.21,




RACK—

Report No. 13296. November 8, 1913.

Hon. ArvoLpH L. KrLiNg, Mavor, Chairman of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment:

. Sir—Herewith are transmitted communications from the President of the Bor-

ouga of Brooklyn, advising that all of the conditions imposed by the Board prior to

the authorization of the following local improvements have heen complied with.

1. Sewcr in Easi 34th street from Church avenue to Snvder avenue. The pre-
Veinar work for this imrroveent woec authorized by the Board of E'timate aml
Apportionment on October 9, 1913, at which time information was presented to show
that its probable cost would be about $2,1C0. The Borouga President states that
the time to be allowed for the completion of the improvement is 30 days, and that
the expense incurred for the preliminary work amounts to $34.05.

The work to be done comprises ihe following: 623 linear feet 12-inch pipe sewer;
6 manholes. The coct of the improvement is now estimated to be $2.3C0. :

2. Sewers in the following streets: Gravesend avenue, both sides, from Fort
Hamilton avenue to Churca avenue; Caton avenue, from Gravesend avenue to East
2d street: East 2d street, from Caton avenue to Albemarle road: Albemarle road,
from West street to East 3d street.

The preliminary work for this improvement was authorized by the Board of
E-timate and Apportionment on July 31. 1913, at which time information was pre-
sented to show that its probable cost would be about $24,2C3. The Borough President
states that the time to be allowed for the completion of the improvement is 120 days,
and that the expense incurred for tae preliminary work amounts to $151.70. The
work to be done comprises the following: 321 linear feet 18-inch pipe cewer; 1.693
linear feet 15-inch pine sewer; 3.3€2 linear feet 12-inch pipe sewer; 45 manholes;
10 receiving basins. The cost of the improvement is now estimated to be $17,2C).

I see no reason whv the construction work required to carry out thcse improve-
ments should not be authorized and would recommend such action

I would also recommend that title be vested in the Ciiy on December 1, 1913,
to tue following streets: East 34th street, from Church avenue to Snyder avenue:
Albemarle road, from West street to East 3d street where not already acquired and
excluding the land occupied by the tracks of the Prospect Park and Coney Island
Railroad, unless previously confirmed

Respectfully, NELSON P. LEWIS, Chief Engineer.

N R )"V""—l!o
: e
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Report No. 13299. November 7, 1913.
Houn. Arvorrd L. KuiNg, Mavor, Chairman of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

ment:

Sir—Herewith is transmitted a communication from the President of the Bor-
.ough_of Brooklyn, advizing that all of the conditions which it i1s tae practice of the
Board to impose prior to the final authorization of a local improvement have been
complied with in tae matter of paving with asphalt (preliminary- pavement) East 35th
street from Tilden avenue to Beverly road. ,

A report is now before the Board recommending the preliminary authorization
for this improvement. and if favorable consideration iz accorded, there would seem
to be no reason to defer the final authorization now requested, such action being
recommended.

The Borough President ~dvises that no expense has heen charged againct the
Sircet Improvement Iund, and that it is proposed to allow 20 days in which to carry
out the work, this comprising the laying of 1,810 square vards of asphalt pavement.

The cost of the improvement is estimated to be $3,700.

Respectiully, NELSON P. LEWIS, Chief Engineer.

/




BOARD OF
ESTIMATE AND APPORTIONMENT

CiTY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF ENGINEER
77 BROADWAY

necember <<, 1913,

Hon. Ardolph L. Kline, Mayor,

rhairman, Board of mstimate and Apportionment.
8 1 ri-
Herewith are transmitted copies of reports which have
been prepared for the meeting of the Board to be helda on wednesday,
necember 24, 1913.

Ruspectfully,
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