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A. DepeWw and P. 'alone,

468 "est Thirty-third Street,
Hew York City
ntlemenie=

Your complaint of 3eptember 1l2th to ''is lonor,

.

Mayor, in rospect to premisaes llo. 461 West Thirty-third Street

referred to this Department for exgmination anc report,
he records of this Nepartiment that there hav
two coplaints during the pre sent year in respocct to the occu-
pation of these premises for a junk shop, and trat in both ine-
stances the Inspector reported thut there was nothing found

trimental to health. The premises were agaln inspected Septont

17th by 8. HeCallum , M. D., Sanitary Inspector, who reporis as

Tollows:

"The house is a two story frame, used only for junk businet
"by J. Lorezo and lLouis Mazsrello, holding “ayor's lLicense [ic.
"22, 1896, The sccond flood is vaeans, held for storage of
"old bottles, 1 found in tle yvard old bottles and old iron, which
"were not offensive. Rags reccived from itinerant junkmen and
those found on premises did not present the appsarance of sireet
"rapg® and are kept indoors, and a sligt musty odor was noticed
"in theiri-immédi&te vicinity. }Io‘;}'xin;-; in the yard, nor
"in the street nor froo windows ad] ras anything offensive
"noiiced. In my opinion thuvc is not mnjthin; cfTensive about the
"junk business as carried on in the premi ses."

..n,




2- L. .. Depew and P. Malone, September 18, 1596,

Upon the recommendation of the lnspector an order hus been

o en

ssued "that the boards be removed from the alley, the pavement
"of the yard repaired and the yard and alley so graded @&sito
v"discharge all surface water into a properly etrapped, sewer
neconnected drain; that the vater-closet be provided with an en-
namelled drip tray, properly adjusted and the floor under the
"seat ne thoroughly eleaned and disinfected.”
Very respectfully,

(8igned) Emmons Clark,

Secretary.
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Job E., Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, O0ffice of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

A complaint to His Honor, the Mayor, in
respect to premises No. 461 West Thirty-third Street
which you forwgrded to this Department on the 16th
instant is returned herewith. As requested, 1 en-
tlose a copy of communication addressed to Messrs. L.
A. Depew and P. Malone, giving the result of an in-
spection of the premises referred to and the action
of the Board thereon,

Very respec

Secretary.

Two enclosures.
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The wundersigned Rabbies of different Hebrew orthodox
congregations at the City of New York,and the undersigned
professional poultry slaughterers all residents of the Qity of
New York,hereby respectfully apply to your Honor to permit to
slaughter poultry at the premises of each of the undersigned

poultry slaughterers for the limited term of only twenty four

A « / .3~
hours,beginning at 10 o'cloch@o wit one day prior to the fore-

night of the Jewish Holyday called "Day of Atonement"and make
the following statement,

It is known that according to a religious Hebrew Law,each
and every Hebrew in accordance with the Custom of his ancestors
performs one or two days prior to the day of Atonement a kind
of ceremony by letting to slaughter some poultry and only by
a professional poultry slayer recognized by distinguished Rabbi

It is also known that since the City of New York is occu=
pied by different nations,none of any nation was ever prevented
from performing any religious ceremony,and as the Hebrew cere=-
mony aforesald,permission was always granted by the greatesﬁ
authority,and poultry could be slaughtered,within a limited
term on the nearest days prior to the Day of Atonement and on
different places in the City,

It was ever since understood that the only place,at
Governour Street,directed for killing poultry there all days in

/
/0
the year and even then such places is not sufficient for killiny

there,all the poultry which have to be killed and consumed by

the Hebrews of the East side of this QCity.
The aforesaid Poultry slaughterers also oblige themselves
to do every thing to ﬁrevent any affection of disease:-
THEREFORE WErespectfully request your Honor to permit
the undersigned poultry slaughteress to exercise their profess
ional of slaughtering poultry within the limited term of twenty
four hours commencing 10 o'clock September 156 th and ending

. s8suitable
ten o'clock September 16 th 1896,within any, place ,at their

B
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premises or residences,within the City of New York.
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Job E. Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Siri:-
1 return herewith a communication addressed to
His Honor, the Mayor, September 14th, which was re-
ferred to this Department on the afternoon of that
dag,vithout endorsement. Although no permits were
given to various parties applying for the same to sell
or slaughter chickens September 15th, it was under-
stood that the police would not interfere on that
~ day with the business which seems to be necessary
to the religious customs of the Hebrew population

of this city.

Very respect f?,

S8ecretary.

Enclosure.
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Mr. W, H, YMcDonald,
Suburban St.,cor. Valentine Avenue,
Bedford,Park, New York.
Dear Sir:-

Yours of September 22d to His Honor, the Mayor, in
respect to premises South Side Suburban Street, sccond house
west of Valentine Avenue, Bedford Park, New York, has been re-
ferred to this Department. 1 respectfully state that wpon &an
anonymous complaint received on the 9th instant, an inspection
was made of the premises referred to September llth, and an ore
der was issued September l4th, requiring "that the ceaspool be
"disinfectod, emptied and cleaned; that the obstruction be re-
"moved from the house drain and that the water-closet, wash-"
"tubs and bath tub be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected; and
"that the waste pipe of kitchen sink be repaired so as not to
"leak,." 1t appears from reports of inspections made September
16th, September 18th and September 19th, that this order has
not been complied with, and the owner, said to be Patriek E.
Campbell, llo. 23 Chambers Street, has been notified that unless
the order is complied with, the Board will order the premises

vacated as a human habitation.




2- W, V', MvDonald, September 24, 1896.

You will observe from the above statement that the Board of

Health has used due diligence in this case, and it will secure
the abatement of the nuisance as soon as possible.

Very respect fully,
(Signed) FEmmons Cdark,

Secratary.
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.Job E. Hedges, E8q.,

Secretary, Office of the Mayor,

City Hall, New York City.

Dear Sir:-
: Yours of September 234, with complaint
of W. H. McDonald, Suburbén Street, corner of Valen-
tine Avenue, Bedford Park, New York, was duly re-
ceived, and the same is returned with a copy of a
communication addressed to Mr.,McDonald this day.

_—
Very respectfully,

Ve
L~ ,avJ"‘ /
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Secretary.

Two enclosures.
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William Dougherty, Esq.,
No. 2 Lafayette Place,
New York Clty.
Dear Sir:=-

Yours of the 17th instant to lHis Honor, the ayor,
has been refarred to this Department, and the premises refer-
red to, No. 330 East Thirty-fifth Street, were inspected on the
21st instant, «nd an order has been issued requiring ®"that the
*cellar of dwelling be cleaned, disinfected and all rugs re-
®moved therefeom; that the stable be cleaned, disinfected, and
*"all manure removed therefrom; that the walls and oceilings of
"the stable be cleuned and whitewashed; that the defective,
'saéurated wooden flooring be removed and new flooring substi-
"tuted;"™which order will be duly enforced as soon as possible.

Very respectfully,

Secretary.
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Job. E. Hedges, Esq., Secretary.
Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-
Yours of September 18th with complaint
of William Doughsrty, of No. 2 Lafayette Place, was
duly received. This complaint is returned, with a
copy of a communication to Mr, Dougherty of this date.

Very respectfully,

a5 2, /1
A, e S A
~ Secretary.

Two enclosures,
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J. E. Oshborne, E8q.,
1171 Broadway,
New York City.
Dear Sir:-
Yours of September 24th to His lonor, the Mayor,
in respect to house No. 111 West Twenty-eiphth Street has been
referred to this Department to answer, 1t oppears fron the
records of this Department that a complaint wus reéeived from
you September 8&th, and that the premises MNo. 111 West Twenty-
eighth Street were visited by the Sanitary lnspector of the
District September 10th,and that an order was issued Séptemher
11th and served uwpon William S, Dunn, of No. 11l West Tuanty;
eichth Street, who is said to be the owner, which order covers
all the sanitary defects found in the premises. It also ap-
pears that the premises have been reinspeeted twice since the
service of the order; the last inspection on September 26th, and
the Inspector reports under that date that the work is progress-
ing and will be completed without unnecessary delay.
Very respectfully,
. (8igned) Emmons Clark.

Secretary.
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Job E. Hedges, BSq.
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

Yours of September 25th with cimplaint
of J. E. Osborne, No. 111 West Twenty-eighth Street,
was duly received. Enclosed please find copy of
communication mailed to Mr., Osborne this day, to-
gether with the complaint above referred to.

Very respectfﬁ?iy,
)
Secretary.

Two enclosures,
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£. C. Bennett,
Manage r Warwick Cycle Co.,

2

34 Union Square, Hast, ilew York.

Your communication of October 2Z7th to !liis
ayor, in raspeect to vacant lot northeast corner of Western Soul-
cvurf N Saventy-sixth Street, has baen referred to this Departe
ment to answar, 1t appears from the regords of this Nopartment
thaet upon a complaint received on or about October 1st an inspec-
tion was made of the premises above referred to, and that
tober & an order wes issued requiring that the surface
vacant lots be:ecleaned of all garbage, old regs, manure
thy refuse, and disinfected, and tha' said lots be properly fene-
ed, which order was served upon James 0'Donochue, of )« 20 Ezc.e.t
Fifty-fifth Street, supposed to be the owner,off the 4th duy of
@Getober., Upon information received that the order sheould
served upon L. E. La Tour, Yo, 1720 Broadway, 8uch service was
made October 15th, sinece which time the lots have been partially
eleaned, and “Mr. lLa Tour has promised to comply with the order
on or e fore November lst, 1 beg Lo assure ycuw that the Howurd
will enforce this order without unnecessary delay.
Very respectfully,
(Signed) Bmmons Clark,

Secretary.
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Job E, Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

Yours of October 29th, enclosing complaint
of E. C. Bennett in respect to vacant lot northeast
corner Western Boulevard and Seventy-sixth Street,
has been received. Enclosed please find copy of a
communication to Mr. Bennett, of this date. The
complaint is returned herewit

Very respec ly,
AL
~ Secretary.

Two enclosures.
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Mr. John Farley,
160 lewis Street,
Mew York City,
Near Sir:=-

Yours of November 8th tc His Honor, tie 'ayor, has

-

I en ‘referrod to this NDepartment, and &n inspection of the
pramises Yo. 162 lewis Street was made on the l0th instant.
Two dogs were Tound on the premises and you were notified by
the Inspector that this Poard would take the necessary action
for the removel of the dogs upon the receipt‘nf an affidavit
from you or others to the effect that your rest and sleep are
disturbed by thess doga to the dettiment of health. The Board
of Fealth takes no action ir respect to dogs unless it is fur;
nished with evidence that they are in some way detrimental
to health

Very respectfuvlly,

(Signed) Bumons Clark,

Secretary.
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Job E. Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-
Yours of November 9th to the President
of this Board was duly received, and 1 return herewith
the complaint of John Farley, with a copy of a commu-

pnication addressed to him this day.

i
Vi
£

Very respectftlly,
////(:7 /1/
ﬂ LA F AL / ‘i/l/ 7\

Secretary.*y’ i

Two enclosures.
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Recelved-Seertary W NOV 19 1896

City oF NEW YORK.

Orrice OF THE MaYoOR.

Ar
Ve

Novemteér 18th,1806,

Hon., Charles G, Wilson,
President of Health Board, New York.
Dear Siri-

The Mayor directs me to enclose to you faor
attention and report direct to complainant, copy of
which report kindly forward to this office, the withinm
communication from Hon. F,¥W.Shipman, M.D., Health O0FPfiger
of Mt, Vernon, N.Y., concerning stream of water whiech
drains a section of that City and the filling in of
ve cant lots in the Village of Wakefield.

Very respectfully yours,

i 4? /
Q “!) L{ *95"/ : g‘j B Vi

C SR s 2
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—

Secrete r:r.




HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
CENTRE, ELM, WHITE AND FRANKLIN STREETS,
(CRIMINAL COURT BUILDING)
New York, November 23, 1896.

Office of the
CHIKF SANITARY INSPECTOR.

Alfred Lucas,
Chief Sanitary Inspector.
Sir:=
We have the honor to report having made an inspec-
tion of the premises and stream mentioned in the attach~
ed communication from the Health Officer of the city of
Mt. Vernon.

The stream is located at the lowest point of a
large area of land, which land is partly in the city of
Mt. Vernon and partly in the former village of Wakefield,
now New York City. The land in this vicinity slopes
toward the stream in three directions and said stream is
the natural outlet to the sound for the surface drainage
of this locality. Some of the low land adjoining the
stream and also a portion of the stream was filled in
with earth and reock, without constructing a drain or mak~-
ing any proper provision for draining the water coming
from above the point where the s tream was filled in. This
filling was done before the village of WakefieldqWas ad~
nexed to New York City, and is on land now partly with-

in the city of Mt. Vernon and partly within this city.

The M¢t. Vernén authorities have excavated and dpen-

ed up the portion of the stream located within the lim-
its of that city. There is about 200 feet of the streamT

filled in within New York city territory, which is lo-




cated south of Third Street, between Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Avenues, Mt. Vernon. This now causes an
obstruction to the free flow of water through the stream
and, as a result, water has to percolate through the
filling sluggishly, causing water to stagnate in places
and become offensive in a built-up portion of the city
of Mt. Vernon. There are a number of houses in this
vicinity, several of which are in New York city about
two blocks distant. The obstructions in the stream
cause a nuisance detrimental to health.

In view of the foregoing conditions mentioned, we
would recommend that all obstructions in the stream be
removed, so as to freely allow surface water to flow
therefrom, or that a drain at least two(2)feet in diam-
eter be laid in the portion of the stream now filled in.

RECOMMEND, that a copy of this report be forwarded
to Commissioner Haffen, Department of Street Improve-
ments, Annexed District.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick Sprenger,

Sanitary lnspector.
(Signed) v i

T. D. W, Pinckney,
Medical Sanitary Inspector.

A TRUE COPY,

Z4

Secretary.
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Job E., Hedges, KEsq.,
Secretary, 0ffice of the Mayor,

City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:i-

Yours of November 18th enclosing a commu-
‘nication from Dr. ¥. W, Shipman, Health Officer of
Mt. Vernon, New York, concerning a stream of water
which drains a section of that city, and the filling
jn of vacant lots in the village of Wakefield, was
duly received. Enclosed'please find cépy of report
of Sanitary Inspectors Sprenger and Pinckney, a copy
of which has been sént to the complainant and to Hon.
Louis F. Haffen, Commissioner of Street improvements,
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, for'the neces-
sary action. The communication of Dr., Shipman is

returned herewith.

Very respectfully, 74
CZ/?,// L Ochz 2 A ‘%
Secretary/////

Two enclosures. » ,//
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Mrs. Felen R. Wright,
Sheridan Avenue and 163d Street,
Hew York City.

Madamo:=

Your complaint addressed to His Fonor, the Mayor, dated
November 224, has been referred to t his Department to answer. 1t
appeﬁrs from the records of this Department that saveral orders
huive been issued against the premises referred to, ro empty cess-
pool, not to allow water to flow across the sidewalk, etc.,which
have been from time tec time ccmplied with. In a few days or weeks,
howeeer, the same nulsance occurs and is likely to occur on any
premises which cannot be connscted with a street sewer. On the
2d day of November an order was issued upon Mr. William 2. Di;]of,
owner of premises One Fundred and Sixty-sefond Street, northwest
corner of Sharidan Avenue, requiring "that the nuisance caused by
"the waste water running into the gutter on Sheridan Avenue be
"abated." Upon reinspections Movember 12th and November 16th, it
was found that the order had not been complied with, and a warrant
was procured fro: the police court for the atrest of the owner, who

was found to be sick and unable tc appear in court, but his brother




2- Mrs, Helen R, Wright, November 30, 1896.

apreared and answered, and promised to have the nuisance czbated

without delay. It thus appears that there has been no unnecessary
delay or want of attention to this case on the part of the Board of
Health, and the Sanitary Inspector of the District, Dr. B, ¥, Hurd,
huas besen instructed to keep the premises compleined of under con=-
stant ohservation, with the view of abating the nuisence and pre-
venting its recurrence.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) Emmons Clark,

Secretary.
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Job E. Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

Yours' of November 24th, with complaint
of Helen R. Wright, Sheridan AVenué and One Hundred
and Sixty-third Street, has been received, and in
compliance with your request a copy of letter ad-
dressed to Mrs. Helen R, Wright this day is enclos-
ed, together with the original complaint above re-

ferred to.

/9‘4 : /

Very respeijfgg}#, /
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Secret ary

Two enclosures.
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Job E. Hedges, Esq.,
Secretary, 0ffice of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York City.
Dear Sir:-
Yours of December 4th with complaint of
"A Tenant" in respect to the basement No. 241 West
Forty-sixth Street has been received. 1t appears
from the records of this Department that a similar
complaint was made and signed "A Tenant" July 7th,
and upon inspection of the premises it was found
that there was no cause of complaint. Another in-
ispection will be made pf the prpﬁises without delay.
Very respeq;fplﬁy;

4
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Secretary.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.

.Sir:-

Enclosed please find memoranda of special work
performed by the Board of Health during the year 1826,
The regular routine work of the Department, such as
sanitary inspections, care of contagious diseases,
registration of births, marriages and deaths, are not
included in this brief synopsis, but will be fully

described in the annual report of the Board for the

Very respec tful]y,M
/77&9/2/

President.

_war,

Enclosure,




HEALTH DEPARTMENT,.

e e . =

~ ~

The work of the Health Department during the year 1896 has
been of great and unusual importance and deserves special notice.
he active and vigorous enforcement of the sanitary laws and or-
dinances governing this city 1s indispensable to the health and
welfare of its people, and a careful and discreet administration
of the Health Department is necessary to secure compliance with
regulations which are more or less burdensome and sometimes ap-
pear to be arbltrary and oppressive. Resistance to health lavs,

rules and regulations is now of unfrequent occurrence, and the
orders for the abatement of nuisences great and small and for
sagnitary improvements issued by the Health Department during

the year 1896, numbering over 52,000, have mostly been promptly
complied with, The confidence expressed by citizens generally
in the efficiency, imp a y and discretion of the Board of
Health and their approval of its methods and its efforts %o im-
prove the sanitary condition of the city and to promote the pub~.

lic health, are the result and the reward of faithful and intel-

ligent public service. gspecially gratifying is the apprecia-

tion by the poor and unfortunate of the efforts of the Board of
Health to make their habitations more healthy, cheerful and com-
fortable, to secure thelr food supply from adulteration or.con~

tamination and to protect them from contagious diseases,

The Death-rate.- The death-rate of a large city 1s a reliable

indication of its sanitary condition and of the activity and ef-
ficiency of the public authoritieés charged with the duty of en-
forcing proper health laws and regulations. As appears from

the following table, the death-rate has largely and gradually




decreased since the prganization of the Board of Health in 1866,
and the death~raote for the vear 1896 is the lowest in the histo-

ry of the city, being 21.54 per 1,000,

1866,~ path~reate por 1,000 ., . . . « . . . 04,92
1876, - . . i b i AR e
1886, - £ 90 3 vy RN

1896, - T ek s S

Not less indicative of the vigllance and activity of the
Health Department is the d ecrease in the number of deaths from
contagious diseases, the death-rate per 1,000 belng less than

in &ny previous year, as appears in the following table:-

et 18 e e Pl b = b

1891

“Smallipox | .05 | ' .ooi\
.40

Measles
Scarlet » ; 74
Diphtheria
Typhoid RO

Typhus ) .0006

2,55

Only three cases of smallpox were reported in this city
during the year 1896, and none of them were of local origin, the
sick persons having contracted the disease in other localities.
Only three cases of typhus fever were reported during the vear,
and their iselation was so cormplete and the disinfection of prem-
ises and clothing so perfect that no secondary cases occurred.

The freedom of the city from these most dreaded and fatal disceases
is a subject fTor congratulation, and there is reason to believe
that the decrease in the number of other contagious diseas;a will

continue from year to yesar,
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Tenement-houses.~- The regular semi-annual inspection of tenement-

houses was made by the sanitary officers of the Health Department
1896, and the magnitude and importance of this work is indicat-
he number of such houses, which is reported to be 42,542,
A gradual improvement 1n their sanitary condition is apparent.
The cleanliness of the streets during the past year is an object
lesson to the residents of the densely populated parts of the city,
and more & tention to the cleanliness of their apartments is the
result. The regular and frequent inspections of tenement-houses
insures them from defects in plumbing and drainage, and in this
particular they are general]y superior to private dwellings, which
are not visited by sanitary officers except upon notice or upon
complaint,

Many tenement-hcuses have been ordered temporarily vacated
until necessary repairs were made and they were fit for reoccu-
pation. Under the provisions of the Tenement-house Act of 1895,
the Board of Health is authorized and required, whenever, in its

opinion, any building is for sanitary reasons so uhfit for human

habitstion that the evils in or caused by said building cannot be

remedied by repairs, or in any other way except by the destruc-
tion of the building, to order such builéihg to be vacated, and
may condemn the same and order it removed. In compliance with
this provision of law, a careful inspection of rear tenement-~
houses has been made by the Comnissioners of Health and the chief
sanitary officers of the Department, and elighty of them were or-
dered to be vacated, and proceedings Were ordered by the Board

in the form prescribed by law for their condemnation and removal.
The necessity of the destruction of some of the most extens ive
and unsanitary of these buildings having been disputed and the
powers of the Board to condemn and remove having been questioned,
the proceedings are now pending in the courts, and these build-

ings and the other rear tenements condemned remain vacant.’ Vean-

time, however, eight of them have been demolished by the owners,
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four have been altered for business purposes and seven have been
altered or are being altered so that they will be fit for human
habitation, The action of the Board in vacating and condémning
rear tenement-houses as above stated has stimulated owners of
other tenement property to make many structurad changes and im-
provements in order tc aveid similar proceedings under the Tene-
ment~house Act.

That part of the Tenement-house Act which rgquires t
owner grlessee of avery tenement-house shall keep a light burning
in the hallway upon each floor from sunset until ten P, M
been enforced in the past year, To ascertain how far this pro-
vision of law was complied with, night inspections of over 40,000
tere ment-houses were made in March last and over 14,000 orders
were issued and served upon owners of premises delinquent in this
particular. Afte r reinspection, notices of suit for penalty
were served upon 5,630 owne rs for non-compliance with these or-
ders; Upon subsequent reinspections, it was ascertained that
the law requiring the lighting of hallways in tenement-houses

at night had been complied with in all cases,

The Milk Supply.=- Altr ough the Gmality of the milk used in

this city has been improved in recent years by frequent inspec-
tions and by prosecutions in the police courts, measures adopted
by the Board of Health during the past yvear to prevent the sale
of watered,impureor adulterated milk have accolplished remarka-
ble results. By an amendment to the Sariitary Code adopted in
January, 1896, the term "adulteration" of milk was so clearly

and fully defined and the standard of pure milk was so specifi-
cally stated that persons selling an impure a rticle would hardly
escape conviction and punishment. An ordinance was also adopted

in June forbidding the sale Sfﬂia]ivery of milk in the eity of

New' York without a permit in writing from the Board of Health and
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subject to the conditions thereof, &and additional ordinances were
adopted in June extending this prohibition to the sale of cream
and condensed milk without & permit. The permit system since
inaugurated and now in force gives the Roard of Health the nec-
essary control of the milk supply of the city and greatly assists
its inspecting officars in the performance of their duties in
detecting and convicting offenders, and the marked improvement

in the milk supply is the undoubted result of the

Measures have also been lnaugurated during t

he systematic examination of 811 mileh cattle within the city
limits, with special reference to the detection of animals suffer-
ing from tuberculosis. 1t is an established fact that tubercu-
losis in cattle is the same disease that is so premalent and fa-
tal inh mankind, and that the milk from such di seased animals 1s
frequently the cause of this disease in those who consume 1it. The
jmportance of an early diagnosis of this disease in milech cattle
and of the prompt destruction of diseased animals is obvious of
the 2,700 milch cows within the city limits Y,139 have been care-
fully examined during the past Tew months and the “"tuberculin
test" applied. 0f this number, 186 were found to be diseased
and were slaughtered, and the autopsy in each case confirmed the
diaghosis,. This work will be continued as rapidlyas possible
until all danger to the public health from tuberculous milch cows

in this city is removed.

An important amendment

Sanitary Code was adopted in May, Torbidding spitting upon

flcors of public bulldings and of railroad cars and ferry boats,

and pequiping officers in charge or control of all such buildings,

cars and boats to Recp posted permanently in each public building,
railroad car and ferry boat & sufficient number of notices pro-

hibiting this practice and requiring jJanitors of buildings, con-
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ductors of cars and employees upon ferry boats to call the at-
tention of violators of this ordinance to such notices. Public
attention to ®t is disguSting practice and to the danger to the
public health from the expectoration of persons suffering from
infectious diseases of the throat and lungs has resulted in a
material change and improvement, The ordinance is a difficult
one to enforce, as the offende 1s not often committed in the

pre sence of an officer, and citizens are rarely willing to make
a complaint and furnish evidence to a police court, even 1T they
knew the name and address of the offender. But the educational
efTect of public notices and public sentiment upon the subject
will greatly aid in securing the desired result,

‘The amendment to the Sanitary Code adopted in March, re-
quiring that no meat, poultry or game shall be hung or exposel
for sale outside of any shop or store in this city or in the
open windows or doorways thereof, has been strictly enforced,
thereby protecting important articles of food from the dust of
the streets and greatly improving the appearance of the phblic

thor ughfares of the city.

Ant itoxins.- The position of the Health Department as a pioneer

among sanitary authorities in the production and administration

of diphtheris antitoxin and the great decrease in the death~rate
from thét disease by 1ts use, are subjects for congratulation,

and amply compensate for the time; labor and money expended in

the inauguration, development and maintenance of the work. An-
titoxic serum of & strength much greater than any hitherto thought
possible has been produced -in the bze terioclogical labotatory of
the Health Department during the past year and the use of a more

concentrated preparation facilitates its administration and les-

sens any possible disagreceable result. The Department has fur-

nished th is antitoxin te public institutions and to the poor of




the city free of charge, and any surplus has been readily dis-
posed of for account of the Antitoxin Fund established by law.

The statistics of this and other cities as to the beneficial
results of diphtheria antitoxin amply Justify the Board of Health
in its introduction and use and the necessary expenditure incurred.

A detailed experimental investigation has been made during
the past year in the bacteriological laboratory of the Board of
Health into all the methods emploved in varicus parts of the
world for the preduction and preservation of vaccine virus, with
most satisfactory results. The vaccine virus now produced abd
used by the Health Department is beliseved to be unexcelled by
any in the world in potency, in lasting qualities and in freedom
from bacteria. With such a reliable virus for the prevention
of smallpox and with the thorough system of vaccination already
established, it is believed that the present immunity of the
city from that diseasc will continue.

Among the valuable productions of the Health Department
laboratory are tuberculin for the diagnosis of tuberculosis in
cows and mallein for the diagnosis of gia nders in horses, whéch
are extensively and succesfully used for their respective pur-
poses.

The sanitary supervision of tuberculosis by the Health De-
partment has resulted in a decrease in the death-rate from that
disease, which Tor the year 1896 is considerably lower than the
average during the past few years. The positive diagnosis of
this disease by microscopic examination of sputa, the education
of the public regarding the infectious character of pulmonary

tuberculosis and the precautions necessary to prevent its spread,

and the thorough renovation of infected premises are the measures

adopted by the Health Department for the prevention of this disease.
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Summer Work.=- The services of the Summer Corps of fifty phy-

sicians during July and August were especially valuable on ac-
count of the extreme heat of the season. The medical advice,
the free prescriptions of medicine and the distribution of food
and clothing contributed by the charitable, were welcome and
vajuable to the poor gmd suffering. The infant death-rate
duri ng the summer months indicates faithful service by the med-
joul officers of the Health Department, as well as the clean~-
liness and improved sanitary conditions in the city generally.
During the extremely hot days of Rugust 549 tons of ice were
dsstributed to the poor of the city. The Life Saving Corps

of the Health Department at stations on the North and Fast Riv-
ers rescued fifty-three persons from drowning during the sum-

mer months.

Mercantile and Manufacturing Establishments.- The act to

regulate the employment of women and children in mercantile es-
tablishments, passed in 1896, has imposed new and important du-
ties upon the Mealth Department. Regular and frequent inspec-
tions of such places of business are required by this law and
all children between fourteen and sixteen years of age are re-
quired, before they can be employed, to have certificates from
the Board of Health to the effect that they have attended schocol
for the prescribed period and are physically qibal ified for the
service. The necessary corps of inspectors and clerks were
appointed in September and the duties imposed by this law have
been fully complied with. 8imilar certificates for children

emplayed in factories are required by Chapter 891, of the laws

of 1896, and have been 1sshed by the Health Deéepartment since

October first,
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Med ical Inspection of Schocls.- Upon the recommendation of

the Board of Health and upon information and statistics furnish-
ed by the Health Departme't , an appropriation has been made for
the year 1897 of an amount sufficient to employ the necessary
number of medical inspectors to visit daily the public and pri-
vate schools of the city for the purpose of detecting cases of
cantagious disease in thelr earliest stage and placing them
uhder observation, and to visit absentees from school to ascer-
taln whether they are sick with contagious disease. 1t is con-
fidently believed that this measure will reduce the number of
deaths from contagious disease, protect the phildren of the

schools from contact with those already sick,and in many ways

promote the public health and welfare.




HEALTH DEPARTEENT.
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