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OFFICE OF

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRST DIVISION,CITY OF NEW YORK
+A00 MULBERRY STREET

WILLIAM McADOO MANHATTAN

CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

NEW YORK November 29, 1911,

1

My Dear Mayor Gaynor: M”;

At your suggestion 1 attendedﬁthe per-

formance of a play called, "The Play Boy of the Western
World," written by the late J. M. Synge, and performed by
a company of Irish players from the Acbey Theatre, Dublin.
I- understand that complaint has been made to you that the
play was salacious and endangered the public morals and
therefore ocught to be suppressed by law. Tne theatre was
well filled, and I venture the opinion that a number of
those present, especially 1in the orchestra,balcony and
boxes, came there from the advertisement which the play
ot by those opposed to 1ts presentation on the previous
night and who wanted to protest by thelir presence '!.;1;&::.";' it
woe entitled to a hearing, without regard to 1ts merits
a8 5. literary or dramatic production. Quite a number, no
doubt, cameexpecting some sensational development in the
way of d’ sorder, and others to express thelr diaapprobé-
tion of the play; the smallest number, I believe, to see
the play as BUCh..

T take it that what you want me to tell you 1is
my impression as to whether or 'not the play is so immoral-=

in the broad and general sense in which that word is used--

as to deserve suppression by law., Tt was evident that among

/




those pregsent last night the play was regarded, by tlhose
who gave it any thought at all, from two points of view.
One side looked at it as a work of art in dramatic form
intended to gshow certaln phaseg 01 human conduct under
motives which appeal tc¢ human nature in general 1in ell
civilized countries, Ireland included. The other that

it was a brutal piece of alleged realism intended to de-
pict, to their disadvantage, social and moral condltions
in a part of lreland. It is not for me TOo express any
opinion between these contentions. Of those who %00k the

latter view, especially if in any way relatea to lreland,

thelir resentment is natural and eagily understood,

A play may offend againet good taste,p:acial ;ride, nation=
al tradition and religious conviction, and yet not he of
such an immoral character as to call for suppression. 1
confess that the frequent repetition, even in the mouths
of peasants supposed to be especially reverential and de-
vout, of the names of God, the Saints, flippant allusions

0 church dignaitaries, Heaven and Hell; grated, and, when
used §pr frequently aeg emphasis, became trite and wearilisgomne.
Some of those present claimed that There was a coarge sug-

some of the acts as to the sexual relation-

ship, but this was not greater, 1f as greai, as
plays that have held the stage for yearsg, Oome years ago,

when Police Commissioner, I felt called upon to invoke tThe

law to suppress a play which boldly taught, as 1 belleved,




The Mayor,

through the lives of twe young girls, that it was vastly
more profitable and better in all things, under existing
conditions, for a woman to lead & vicious, law-breakin
life, rather than a virtuous one. I do not

oy between the plays. )n the afternoon preceding the
night of what was intended the second performance 01 that
play, seats were being sold at fabulous prices. Later on,
when the courts decided that the play was not endangering

the public morals and it was reproduced without any attempt

at regtriction, it. could not draw paying audlences,

Whether this play, which apparently oifends a

considerable portion of the community, is to Db continued,
ig a matter appealing to the gQad taste andh?aith of those
produeing it, but, in my opinion, it 1s not guch an immor-
2l or salacious play as would call for any aciion On

part of the public authorities, and 1is success OT fa:

28 a literary or dramatic production may well be left to

Mo ] r less intelligent public who judge such matierse

ncerely yours,

To, Honorable Wm. J. Gaynor,
XK &Y 0.2
City wall,Manh.
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Dec.28,1911,k

Dear Mr., Xahn:

Your letter of Decemher 27th with regard
to the standee ordinance is at haml. I had that
ordinanne amended so as to allow a large number of
standee#, and I think it will help you instead oi
hurting you, if the ordimanyge be applicanle To your
opers Louss, But I was shown the court decislon
whie' you mention and I updersteand that that will
remain applicable. I suppose you are aware of the
way in which tr e ordineace has been amended. It
is very evidert that your lawyers do not know of 1%,
for they cite the propesed ordinance as it was be-
fore T had it amendess, I agree with your lawyers
that the ordinance s inapplicable to the opera house,
because the circle which you menticn is not a passage~
way within the meqaning of that word in the ordinance.

Sincerely yours,

Otto E. Kahn, Heq.
William & Pine Streets,
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Medical Review of Reviews
Sociological Fund
Committee :
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MRS. RICHARD M, BEN'T

DR. SIMON FLEXNER <06 BROADWAY NEW YORK

MR, COSMO HAMILTON
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
MR. FREDERIC C,. HOWE

February 36th, 1913.

MRS. CHARLES H. ISRAELS
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MISS HELEN MAROT

'Honorable William J, Gaynor,

MR. JOHN D ROCKEFELLER.IJR iMayor’ City Of NGW York
,New York,

DR. WM. JAY SCHIEFFELIN

DR, WILILLIAM J. ROBINSON

MRS ROSE PASTOR STOKES
gDear Sir:

MRS. W. K. VANDERBILT. SR
i
DR. JAMES P WARBASSE f

You will probably be interested and pleased

DR. IRA S WILE. Chairman

|
jto learn that Brieux's "Damaged Coods" is soon to be

FREDERIC H, ROBINSON
BDWARD 1L, BERNAYS

produced in New York., There is to be one private pro-

ogical Fund and its Committee, the personnel of which is as follows:

Mrs. Richard M. Bent Dr. William J, Robinson

Dr. Simon Flexner Mr. John D, Rockefeller, Jr.

Mr., Cosmo Hamilton Dr. Wm., Jay Schieffelin

Rev, John Haynes Holmes Mrs. Rose Pastor Stokes

Mr. Frederic C. Howe Mrs., W. K, Vanderbilt, Sr.

Mrs. Charles H, Israels Dr, James P, Warbasse

Miss Helen Marot Dr., Ira S. Wile, Chairman.

The performance may be witnessed only by those who become mem-

bers of the Fund, and memberehip will be open only to physicians and

soclologists, or those who may personally be known to a member of the
Committee as being interested in educational work in the cause which
led Brieux to write his play.

You will probably be somewhat surprised and grieved to learn thét
every manager in New York has refused to permit "Damaged Goods" to be pro-
duced in his theatre, for fear of interference by the police., The Astor
Theatre which opened its doors to ue, refused to permit the play to be
produced there because of rumors that their license might be revoked,

The same state of mind existe in the other managers whom we have approached.

And Mr. Shubert of the 39th Street Theatre who had definitely agreed to per-

\

mit "Damgged Goods" to be produced there will not do 80 unless we can show
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him written assurance from the Mayor that no trouble will follow, and that

there will be no interference of any kind,

We wieh to impress upon you that there is to be but one perform-
ance,open only to mature men and women who have devoted and are devoting
their time to work along social, educational and economic lines. We have
already received offers of cooperation from the American Society of Sanitary
and Mcral Prophylaxis, The Woman's Municipal League, The Educational Alliance,
The People's Institute, The Greenwich Settlement, The Fast Side House Settle-
ment, The Church Mission of Help, The Committee of Fourteen, The American
Vigilance Association, The Laity League, The Committee on Amusement Re-
sources of Working Girls, The Society of Instruction of Eugenics, The Church
of the Messiah, The Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research, The Polytech-
nic Institute, The Barrows League, The Y, M. C, A,, etc. Among the individ-
uals who are taking an active interest, and who in addition to the Committee,

have become members, we might mention Mrs, Anne Nathan Meyer, Miss May Harri-

man, Mr, and Mrs., Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mr. and Mrs, N, W. Greenhut, Dr.

Abraham Jacobi, Mr. Edward T, Devine, Dr, Henry M., Leipziger, Mr. Charles

Kiein, Mr. Robert Hilliard, Mr. and Mrs. Otis Skinner, Mr. William O, Dem-
orest, Dr. Robert T, Morris, Mrs. Philip Lydig, Mrs. O. H. P, Belmont, Dr.
Seymour Oppenheimer, Mr. Mércus il, Marks, Henry Morgenthau, Mr. and Mrs.
James Lees Laidlaw, Judge Jullan Mack of Washington, D. C., Dr. and Mrs.

Clement Cleveland, Mr. Abraham Flexner, Lee K, Frankel, and a few hundred

other prominent men and women.,

From your past work and public utterances we know that you will
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be deeply interested in this movement to produce "Damaged Goods", a move-

ment which we hope will do a great deal along social and educational lines
and we trust we may have an expression of your approval and your assurance

that no harm will come to the manager who permits the play to take place
within his theatre,

With assurances of esteem and respect,

Yours very respectfully,

MEDICAL REVIEW OF REVIEWS,
Sociological Fund,
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June 19, 1913.

Dear Bir:

I thenk for your letter
9f June 18%th, compleining of & socene in

the play, "Is Marriage a Failure".
seoms to " you ough get & warrant
aira

Irom a magi and have the offendey
arrested. %That ies the du

good oitisen in respact
8inoe you 4o not seem to
that, I will see what

of course

and vested
If 1t was vested in the

indecent

Anthony Cometock
, Nassau St
!.' !orke




