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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor, City of New York,

Your communication of the 3rd instant, snclosing letter
from Mr. Ryerson Ritchie, Secretary of the Cleveland Chamber of
Commerc;e, rel at ive to the Building Lawsof this city, was
duly received; and in reply thereto wou_ld say that a copy of
said Laws will be forwarded to him by thi; mail.

Respectfully
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Supe; endent of B}%ﬁgs."
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Ma yor, City of New York,

I send you herewith (by bearer) copy of the Building
Laws of this city, in complianee with your rsquest just received
by telephone.

Respectfully,

Superintendent,

M. M. D,
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Hon. Willieam L. 8trong,

Mayor, City af wew York,

Your egnmunicat ion of the 15th instant, concerning theg
alleged lack of fire escapes on the five story buildings on 54th
Strreet bet waén Br'oadw‘ay and Koster & Bial's, and enc losing lett ar
in vegard thereto from My, H, L. Jones, ‘was duly received; and
in reply I beg to say that duwr ing the month of Marech 1893 an

Inspector of Buildings made an examination as to fire escapses of

buil dings Nos, 113, 185, 137, 139, 141 ard 143 West 34th Street,

Ayeripgy Bstate, owner, In campliance with such report, and
notices therealter issued, fire gscapes were erected on
8aid premi ses,

Further, during the same month, a report was made as to
fire gscaped on buildings Nos, 111, 115, 117, 119, 123,:z:125 anad
127 West 34th Street, Hegemanm Estate, owmar; but said Estate
Obhjected to the order and requested & re~survey, whieh was

granted, Upon gaid re-survey the Inspector certif ied that the

prenii ses a8 then oceupidd did not require fire escapas.
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1 have given orders for a ré-inspedtion of 8aid premises
and if the reports thereon show th# vécupancy of said premises at
the pwesent time bwrings thém within thé seope and medning 6f

the fire esespe law, T will camusé the ndésssary orders torbeibssued

A/ Sup e in tendent of Bull dings.

Respect full vy
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Hon., Willium L, Strong,
Mayor, City of New Yorki

Answering your ecommunication of the 6th instarmt trans-

mitting a Resolution of the Roard of Aldermen (No+956) giving per-

mission to Gertrude R, Waldo to place, keep and erect bay-windows
on the premises south~east corner 72nd Street and Madison Avenue,
I beg to report that said bay-windows are referred to in the de
tailed statement of speecifications for new bulldirxgs (Record Nos.
1433 and 14%4) submitted to this Department November 20th,1894,
and appea on the plans filed therewith, The plans were dis-ap-
proved because said bay windows, if cmstructed as s hown, would
project bey;)nd the building line. The proposed bay-windows, &s
far as construetion is ¢ aneerned , come within the requirements of
t he B.uilding Laws.

1 herewith return said Rédsolution ard acec anpanying
papePs, and bey to call your attention to the faet that in the
consent of Dawson & Archer for the construetion of these bay-
windows, a¢companying Resolution mentioned, that the premises are
deseribed as being oh the south-west corner of Madiso Avenue ard

5

72nd $trect, whereas the Res_ulution above mantioned and the plarms

on file in this Department describe the premises at the sou th-
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To Hon. William L. Strong-- Page 2,
east corner of said avenue and Streact

Resp ec'mfully,

Superintendents of Buildings.
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OFFICE OF ATTORNEY.

Edward S. Hosmer, Esq.,
Dear Sir :-
You'are hereby appointed Assistant Attorney

to the Department of Buildings; your appointment to take effect on the
17th day of February, 1896.

I am,

Very respectfully,

(avrernertinds.

Superintendent of ildings.







CIWGHT was nis reply, ‘‘outdoor exercise T8
vl thing—a very good thing.’’ \
delegation called on  the Mayor and re-
quested the reappointment of Thomas Brady
as Superintendent of Buildings. Mayor Strong

cut them off abruptly by saying emphatically:-—

“That is one thing I would not do for any con-
sideration. 1 will not reappoint him and that
settles it.”’

e Mhamao T Platt was in faws



New York, Feb. 24, 1895.
Hon. W. L. Strong,
Dear Sir:-

I elip from the Herald the following:

i

The language is strong, and has a true Jacksonian

ring that gives assurance to architects, builders, owners,

and thousands of men engaged in the building trades that an
era of honest administration is about to be inaugurated

in the Department of Buildings; that the wholesale system

|of fraud, blackmail, persecution and Petty annoyance so

long practiced in that departmentuwill cease; that the

herd of ignorant political miscreants who have long filled
the important positions in that department will be re-
moved and their places filled by upright men who are pro-
fessionally and physically able to perform the technical
duties of their appointment; that there will be no moée
Park Place calamities, no more Brewery collapses, and no
‘more Hotel Rdyal horrors; that the building laws will be
faithfully and fairly'executed; that "skin builders" of

| the ”Buddensecflstripe will not be allowed to construct

- death traps all over the city; that respectable builders
will not be underbid and driven out of the business by

fraudulent rascals in secret partnership with the highest

' officers of the Department of Buildings, who allow them to

build unlawful and unsafe structures; .that there will

'be no more perjury and subornation of perjury relative to

i
|
|
|
|
|
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tlie causes of disasters where human lives have been sacri-
ficed and widows and orphans left destitute through the
connivance of department officials and the avarice and
fraud of dishonest owners and "skin builders."

Mr. Mayor, allow me to congratulate you upon your
determination to purge the Department of Buildings of a

lot of miserable rascals who have long and mercilessly

preyed upon honorable men in the building trades. These
with a gang of men
same offieials have long been in silent partnershipAwho

make a pretence to construct buildings and supply iron and

other materials for buildings to the great injury of

honest owners, arehitects and builders, all in positive

violation of law. It is almost inconceivable that the

present superintendent of buildings could have the audacity

to think of asking you to reappoint him. Under his ad-
every

ministration of the department he has drivenAxepublicag‘

and every honorable reform democrat out of the department

.and filled their places with a gang of Tammany blackmailers

who go around demanding money from everybody in the trade.

They have for years used their powerful offices to annoy

and pevsecute builders, architects, owners, material men,

mechanies and laborers in the trade who differ with them

in politics and fail to divide their profits with them,

How did the present superintendent acquire from $200, 000

to $300,000 in the short time that he has been superin-

tendent and deputy superintendent? He started with nothing.

The writer knows men in the trade who have given him money

and other valuables.




I assure you, Mr. Mayor, that thecormuptinginflu-
ence of the Department of Buildings has for many years
had a most potent influence in determining the political
complexion of New York City. Builders, mechanics and
laborers in the building trades are completely at the
mercy of its higher officials and under their control and
power. Even honorable men cannot afford to sacrifice
their whole life's labor by incurning their hostility.
These numerously signed petitions asking for their ré:
tention go for nothing as the signers are afraid not
to sign lest, in the event of the present incumbent being
retained,their business will be ruined; no man in the
trade dare refuse to sign unless ‘he was positively cer-
tain of their removal. It is asserted that Brady is a
man of technical ability; this is a great mistake.. He
has had no technical education or training, and knows
nothing about construetion. Look up his record, and yoﬁ
will see that he worked with a brick mason when a lad,
.and pretendS to be a brick mason, but masons who know
him, and wofked with him from childhood say that he is
"no good" as a brick layer. He was then made a build-
ing inspector in the Department through political influ-
ence, where he remained until COroker made him a Deputy
Superintendent. His record and reputation as an Inspect-
or is unsavory. What opportunity has he had to become
able in grand architecture? What structures has he de-~
signed? Ask him to design and calculafe in yow presence
the stress and strain upon the members of a simple Howe -

Truss, and you will soon find out how much ability he

has,

These persons who are making such a hurrah to




him retained in office are either afraid to refuse

80, or are those to whom he is constantly granting

unlawful privileces.

The writer of this can point out three or four hun-
dred buildings unlawfully constructed or altered in this
city since the pr;sent superint endent and his deputies
have been at the head of the department. You have done
the right thing in refusing to re-appoint these men,
and you will be app}auded and rewarded by thousands in
the trade who have been persecuted, pregyed upon and held

in servile bondage since these officials obtained their

" power for. evil.

Now, Mr. Mayor, do not stop_with the Superintendent

The first Deputy Superintendent is Just as bad as the Su-
perintendent, and in many respects worse. He has been
an hereditary cripple since his youth, and is physically
and technically incapacitated to properly perform the du-
ties of his appointment. Like all such cripples (on aé-
s count of his irresponsibility for the injury and irritat-
fng insolence he infliets on others) he is a trickster,
backbiter and cruel mischief maker, whose whole life has
been devoted to low cunning which he considers a display
of smartness and ability on his part.
That is the sum total of his ability, and it was a
fraud upon the publiec to have put him in the position he
occupies. He was formerly a eclerk in the department,
but had no technical or bractical education or experience

to qualify him to intelligently perform the responsible

duties of a deputy superin@endent of buildings. The .only




training or education he ever had was the low cunning and
treachery he picked up while hanging around the office of a
country Justice of the Peace, where he acted as a promoter
of litigation and a sort of Iago between the litigants.

He then joined the Purroy party and beecame the"chief cook
and bottle washer" of the Purroy Annual Excursion, and woe
betide the poor firemen and employees of the Fire and Build-
ing Department if they failed to buy lots of tickets to

the excursion at fi;e dollars a piece. The builders and
men in the building trades were expected to step up te the
.Captains's office/with a manifestation of pleasurable ardor,
and pay for the packages of tickets sent them; 1if they did
not they knew what the consequence; would be. Few had the
hardihood to incur the wrathful influence of the higher
officers of the department which would certainly have brought
upon them a destruction of their business through the spite-
ful vindictiveness of this same cute chap. Purroy then‘put
Jhim in the Department s a clerk, as a reward for the dirgy
work he performed. Then the law authorizing Deputy Su-
perintendents was passed, Purroy made him the Juniom Deputy
Superintendent of Buildings, and[at the same time, Croker,
at the solicitation of Mayor Grant, appointed Thomas J,.
Brady, who had been a .very unsatisfactory building inspector
in the department,to the first deputyship. Mr. D'0Oench wgs
fhen the Superintedent of Buildings. He was an educated
gentlemen, and the only honorable, competent man who ever
filled the office, and had been recommended for the position
by Mr. Grace, who was the Mayor at the time of his ap-

pPointment,

Immediately that Brady and Vreeland were appoint-




ed to the first and second deputyships they began to con-
spire to get Mr. D'Oenﬁh out, and in a very short time
they succeeded. Mr. D'Oench resigned in disgust. Then
Brady was promoted to be the Superihtendent and Vreeland
was promoted to be the first deputy Superintendent. He
has never performed any of the important functionsvof his

office on account of his physical disability, and his entire

ignorance of building construction. He is an insolent, vul-

e T e

gar personbwhose trickery, ignorance and arrogance is ex=-

=

tremely disgusting to the educated architects and build-

ers who, in the practice of their professions, must come in
contact with him at the department. He predicates his priv-
1lége: to be insolent to gentlemen on account of his being

a cripplejsand that, while men might spurn him, they would

hesitate to inflict corporeal punishment upon such a ereat-

ure, notwithstanding his insolence and abuse may be almost
beyond human endurance. Only last week the papers were fill-
ed with an account of an exciting fracas he had on the Harlem
Railroad cars with a builder whom he had shamefully perse-
cuted and abused in connection with a matter the builder had
pending in the Department of Buildings. If you want teo
learn about his capacity to properly perform the duties of
his office ask him to caleculate in your presence the strain
and stress upon the membefs of a simple roof truss; but do
not let him go out o:»your presence or hg will trick you
by getting some competent subordinate, who fears his vin-
dictiveness, to fix it up for him. His appointment te

the responsible position is a fraud upon the community, as

he has not had the experience required by law to entitle




him to hold the position he occupies, and being a life long
cripple is physically incapacitated to perform his duties
about the construction of buildings and the strengthening
and supporting of unsafe and dangerous structures. These

- very important functions of his office have always had
to be performed by some of his subordinates. IT the city
must needs support the fellow, let Purroy get him a small
clerkship, suitablé.to his capacity, up in his own bailiwick
beyond the Harlem.

Now, Mr. Mayor, the principal reason why these men
are so particularly anxiocus to be retained in offices that
they have used with such power mand effect in obstructing
the reforms that has at last dawned uponthis great city, is
that they fear your new appointees may expose the black-
mailing methods and the hundreds of unlawful buildings
erected or altered under their econnivance. If yeu turn-
them all out and put new and honorable men in their places,
the republicans and reformers engaged in the building trades
will dare te take an interest in public affairs and it will
make a difference in summing up future elections of at least

ten thousand votes in favorof pure government. De net

lose sight of the fact that Brady and Vreeland have a work-
ing force of butlding inspectors in every district throughouw
the city, whe report daily the political sentiments and =
actions of every architeet, builder, material man, mechanic,
and laborer. If any man is not in accord with them, they
use the power of the department to annoey and harass them
 unt11 the spotted men find it is not profitable to be in

political epposition te thoese at the head of the department.
1

I




tent for fraud and political bull dozing as the Police De-
partment ever was. Make no mistake 'in using the ppwer
specially conferred upon you by law to turn out all the
miserable creatures who have brought disgrace upon themselves,

their party. and the people at large.

Yours Truly Z




- Plan and section of baker’s ovens to be constructed
beneath a tenement house at 168 Suffolk Street.

March 2, 1895
Department of Buildings

From Scrapsook 5/01
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Hone. William L. Strong,

Mayor:

I desire to eall yvour attention to cor+ain test imony taken
before me affecting Thomas J. Erady, Superintendent of Buildings,
of whigh the following is the substance:

‘Justus J. Smith tes+ified that he was the manager for
the firm of K.N.Smith & Co., builders; thé& in the surmer of 1890
he commenced the erection of a piano factory for John A. Weser,who
carried on business under the firm name of Weser Brothers, at
524 to 528 West 43rd street; that during the fall of that year
he was annoyed by an Inspector of the Building Department who
claimed that in cer+ain respects the building was being erected
in violdtion of the requirements of the Building Department; that
these complaints were without merit and in his opinion were made
solely for the purpose of compelling him to pay money; that he
sent word to Mr. Brady that on Christmas day of that year, he
would present him with a piano; that after sending such messuge

all annoyance ceased, althouch no change was made in the build-

\
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as a result of the complaints; that on the mornins of Decem-

~5th, 1890, Weser Erocthers, at his re uest sent a piano to

Mr. Brady's house with a card containing ‘these words: " Compli-

ments of K.No. Smith & Co.": that

: the piano was sent pursuant to

an arrangerient made with Weser Brothers whereby the latter and

the witness divided between them the cost of the piano; that

some time thereafter he met Mr. Brady who thanked him ver+- muech

for the present. The manner of Mr. Smith, 4he witness, wasg that

the truthe

John A. Weser +tes+ified that a piano was sent from

factory on December 25th, 18906, to No. 306 West 70th s+rect

s Uy

of Mpr. Brady.

Mr. Brady testified that the piano was received at

his house on that day; that the truckmen who delivered it said

present for Mrs. Brady; that there was no eard with %

-

he did not know until a few davs ago. who presented it:

45

althoush it bore the name of Weser Erothers as manufuct-

urers and was delivered from +heir factory, he did not make any

inquiry of

-

the latter or take any other means to ascertain *he

source of the gift; and that he still has *he pianos Mre. Brady




/// ,///;‘;1
/7 J : - 7 s ¢
/ OIIITI IO 261D /// & C%i/’/f//////’,

Sterreeid ;2?1//2???}{94f

il ik

260 Broadway.

also testified that i+ has been his custom every Christmas to
receive and accep*t presents from numerous persons other than

relatives, and +*hat riany of these presents have been from builders

of this Gaitey

Respectfully submitted,
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor , City of New York,

In answer to your cammunication of the 1l6th inst.
enclosing camplaint against building No. 56 Orchard St. made by
Jacob Levy et al,, I beg leave to report that in c cnsequence of
my enforced attendance upon the Grand Jury, Coronor's Inquest:s,
Survéys of Unsafe Buildings, I have been -unable to invest igate
into the matter and make an early report to yair honor.

Among the prineipal rules of this Department, and which
are never permitted to be deviated from, is one kwhich requires

that all canplaints received by this Department from any source -

whatever, whether annorymous or otherwise shall pe promptly in-

.

vestigated to ascertain if there be cause for canplaint and to
report upon them without delay. I have had the records of the
Department carefully searched and find that previous to the 14th
day of Mareh, 1895, no canplaint of any nature , kind or character
has been received against said buildi'ng in this Department.

On March the 13th, 1895, a letter similar in all respects

to the one enclosed in your communication, except the address,

and bearing exactly the same date was received by me and forth-
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wiﬁh referred by:me to the Inspector upon the Distriect dn which
the building is located with directions to report in writing the
result of his investigation and with whatever recommendations
seemed proper in the premis;s.

On March the 16th inst,,the Inspector having made the
examination , made the following report!

"I find no cause for complﬁint; t he building as far as
visible is in a safe condition. It is oédupied by store and syn-
agogue. There are fire escapes on the front and the stairs are at
the rear; also scuttle with wood stairs to same."

Very respectfully,

Superintendent of Buildings.:
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor.
Sir:-

Answering the letter of Mr. Job E. Hedges, Secretary,
which enclosed a communication signed "Printer" concerning the
alleged dangerous condition of the buildings Nos. 324 and 326 Pearl
Street and which requested that I give the matter attention, I beg
to séy: §

That it was heretofore reported by an Inspector in this
Department that in the buildings Nos. 324,326 and 328 Pearl Street
there were several heavy presses on the 4th and 5th floors thereof,
and that when these presses were in motion,they camsed an extra
heavy vibration to the southerly wall, It was by that report fec—
ommen&e¢,that the said presses be removed or equally distributed
over the 4th and 5th floors of said building. Upon said report, I
issued a notice as required by law,to the owner of said buildings,
and which was duly served,requiring that the said presses be re-
moved or equally distributed over the said 4th and 5th floors. The
requirements of that notice not having been complied with, a survey
of said premises was subseqﬁently held under the provisions of the

Laws Relating to Buildings in the City of New York and the require-
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ments of the report of said survey were to the same effect as the
requ irements of the notice above mentioned viz:! that the said press
es be removed or equally distributed on the floors of said building

The owner of said premises is one Rosa Callery who re-
sides in Pittsburgh, Pa.

The salid report of survey came up in the Court of Common
Pleas for a hearing,and the tenants of said building who were
operating the said presses, appeared and stipulated in open Court,
to cease the operation of six of the pressé's on the 4th flcor and
two on the 5th flcor, it being the judgment of oné of the members
of the Board of Survey that the cessation of the running of those
presses would remove all danger and cause of e¢omplaint. At about
the same time, noticec was issued by me to the owner of said premi-;
ses to have the bearing capaeity of the flcors of said buildings
estimated by a competent person, sworn to, and filed in this
Department for examination and spproval and when approved posted
in said building.

Therecafter a detailed statememt of spec¢ifications and
plans were filed in the Depurtment of Buildings(NO. 817 of Alter-
ations of 1894) for the strengthening of said building by taking

out the wooden columns and substituting steel on the two first
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storiessand trussing with iron trusses all the girders-The speci-
fications were disapproved for the reason that the sizes of all
material, girders, and columns had not been given-and the statement
as to bearing capacity had nct been sworn to-Thereafter additional
drawings were filed and being found sufficient and the statement
being sworn tc the specifications and plans thus amended were
approvéd.

Thereafter the Attorney to this Department wrote the own-
er that the work shown would have to be proceeded with at once, and
received a letter stating that a contract therefor had been awarded
to Mr. George Derr of this City and that he had been advised to
prpceed with the work without delay. Mr. Derr also wrote me Jan.
2nd., 1895, that the contract for the work of strengthening of Eaid
building had been awarded to him, that the iren work was under way
and thaf he would start as soon as possible.

The Attorney to this pepartment has recently again
written th® owner that unless the work of strengtheming the build-
ing shall be done without further delay, proceedings will be c¢com-
menced to obtain a Precept authorizing me as Superintendent of
Buildings to do the work required.

It has been somewhat difficult to force the owner to do
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this work for the reason that she is a non-resident of this State
and 1 have been unable to get personal service of any papers upon
her. Her son has called at this Department in response to letters
on this subject and has promised to push the work diligently and I
have relied upon that promise. However, if the same shall not be
done withont any further delay, I shall take the legal steps to
have 1t‘done by this Department, making the expense thereof a lien
upon the premises as provided by law.

Respectfully’

77

i ¥ ¢ g /
supe%tendent oVund.mgs.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of March 25th, and will give the same attention at once.

Yours respectfully,

%/V// A4 (//L ///’/

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon., William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
New York City.
Dear Sir:-
I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 26th
inst,‘and will at once examine and report upon the various com-
munications contained there im.

Very respectfully,

5?/

.
<

Supérinieh&ent.of'Builaings.
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Hon., William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours
of the 28th inst. with enclosures from Messrs Newmark & Co. and
Jolm Quiney Mason.

I can report regarding B. Newmark & Co. that papers
on record in this office show that they re;;uire additional fire
escapes, and 1 intend that this Department shall allow no viola-
tions of the law, nor lax construction of the sams, especially
where risk of life and limb may result,

Very respectfully,

// (AL (’// Sy [

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor cof the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours
of the 21st inst,, anml have examined enc¢losures and taken the
necessary action concerning them.

Very respectfully yours,

.

// J!/ o 4
4 £ : p.
Superintendent of Buildings,
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of thne City of New York.

Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of the 29th of Mareh, and will give the matt @ mentioned
therein my careful eonsideration,

Very respectfully,
&

T /4,/’/;'/ /\// i O
'Sup’é(f"ﬂx Sndent of Bulldlngs.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
City. Hall, New York.
Dear Sir:-

Yours of April 4th received arnd noted amnd enc losed
letter from Hon., John Van Wormer filed with applications for
posifions in this Department. ;

I hope soon to hear from the Civil Service Board in
regard to time of holding examinations, etc., for this Department.

Very respectfully,

)4 N
v pecane Scresze

Superintendent of Bulldlngé.
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Mr. Eaward H. Healy,
Mayor's Marehal's Off.c:,
#1 City Hall,
Dear Sir:- '

Will you kindly furnish me at your earliest convenience
witn 4 list of places in the City of New York licensed by the
Mayor as theatres, opera houses or other buvildings used for theat-
rical or operatie rurposes or for yubljc'éntertainments, which
licenses expire May lst,1895¢ By so ucing you will confer a
favowr, upon

Yours respectfully,
vif* ]

JHF e el
TN 2N 2 AT A2

AN A e ood Rl LY LA K )
Superint e dent of Builuings.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
JMayor, City of New York,
Dear Sir:-
I haye the hopor Lo agknewledge the receipt of your

favor of the 17th ipst. dintrogdueing Me, William P. Butkley,

Mr. Buskley galled apd the matter in whieh he is inter-
é5ted is now reeeiving ay eareful considergtion.

I remain,

¥ours reapestfully,

s ézf{/ e 78 e £t :
Syperintendent of Buildings. ;
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Hop. William L, Strong,
Mayor, New York City.
Dear Sir:-

Having reason to believe that very many of the station
houses in this City are not properly provided with fire escapes,
and finding no record in this Department which guides me posit ively
in this matter, I feel it my duty to advise you upon the subject,
and fo ask whether it probably would not-pe best for me first to
call the att ention of the Police Commissioners to this matt er
before taking action myself, especially as I am cans iderably hand-
icapped just at present owing to the shortness in our forece of
inspectors in this Department.

Kindly advise me in regard to this matt e,

Yours respectfully,
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

Having made careful examination during my oc¢eupancy of
this office of numerous buildings existing in this City, I regret
to state that I find the majority of tenements emstructed within
the last few years stand, as now constructed, with many gross
violétions of the building laws.

As this department is one established for the safety
of the citizens of New York, I deem it my duty to at once call tha
attention of your Honor to this faet, and to heg that in all
matters pertaining to better legislation and the strict enforeemert
of lawe which will aid in preventing loss of life and limb in
case ;f‘fire or accident I may feel assured of your full en-
dorsanent and hearty ¢o-operation.

Very respectfully yours,
Coiat

Superintendent of -Buildings.
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Hope William L. Strong,
Mayor, New York City,

Dear Sir:-

Referring to the Act, No, 1744, now pending before the
New York Legislature, and relating to the department of docks of
the City of New York, I beg to say that I see no reason why the
esta'blishment of a separate and distinet department to carry on
work which now ean be done and properly and efficiently carried on
by this department without additional expense to the ecitizens of
New York City should be allowed; as most certainly the department
in which the Legislature desires to place the authority and to
grant the control of c¢onstruction ment ioned therein would require
an adslitional appropriation in order to carry on the work which
this bill aims to take from the department of buildingsy and which
thi e department now! arries on without additional expense.

This Bill would also interfere with other laws now ex-
isting and would Yesult in complieation that would increase the
'expenéu‘t of the ¢itiszens of New York and lessen the sanitary and

gafety eond itions that riow exist.
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I therefore beg to ¢all your attention to this matt e

and to suggestion that some immediate action be taken to prevent

the pdssags of this unnecessary legislation,

Very respeetfully yours,

4 - 7 / ",/,( {
CElie) ed 072 L7 7y vy
Superintendent O}Buildlnga.
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Hon. William L., Strong,
Mayor, New York Cit ye
Dear Sir:-

Hay ing reason to believe tiat very many of the sehool
buildings in this City are not properly provided with fire esecapes,
and fiqding no record in this Dgpartment which guides me pos itive-
ly in this matter, I feel it my duty to adwise you upon. the subjeect,
and t;o ask whether if probably would not he best, owing to the
shortnese in our foree of inspeetors at the present time in this
Department, to first call theg attention of Mr. Schneider, Su-
perintendent of School Suildinge, to this matter before taking

action myself.

Your kind advise in regard to this matter will greatly

Yours redpectfully,
; / P /

\

)

= /'

/ /4’0 CEP T2 77 & : )
Supwiatendmt o!‘ Bulldinss.
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Hons William L. Strong,
Mayor, Néw York City.
Dear Sir:-

I desire to put myself on record in regard to the Act,
now pending, in relation to the Civil Serviee Law of the State of
New York, that, in my Jjudgment, the said bill will eripple:en-
tirely‘the benefic ial results of Civil Service, as I understand
that'you desire it to be maintained. Ther‘efore, in my judgment,
immedia te action should be taken to prevent the passage of this
bill,

)

Very respectfully,
7 = 2,
,7‘421’; 5 = /» # :"’4’,;
THEOC) TSN /" Z/ 72O

Superintendent of\Buil dings.,
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor, City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

I have the honbr to acknowledge your letter of the 23rd
inst,, together with eneclosure of letter from Mr. F. L. Brutschin,
Na, 101 West 10th St. Enelosed please find copy , a8 requested,
of my letter to Mr. Brutschim.

Yoursg respeect fully,

///ﬂz‘/t ’//foi/ Z //f”

Superin tendent Buildings.




S W. CORNER |8"'H ST

/ ////
ot /f/,, Apr il 94th, 1896,

Lis Brutschin,
Hoe 101 Wegst 10th 5Ht.
Cih)}-
Deayr 8ir.-

Your letter of the 22nd inst., adadressed to Mayor Strong
was florwa taed by nhim to me for my action.

In reply thereto I would say that there are susveral
violations now in the hands of the attorney of this Department
against Mr. Jus. H. Ackerman for erecting woodsn extension in rear
of premiges No., 101 West 10th 8t. and the sunme are being acted
wpon accoraing to law,.

Yours traly,

Q ,J/ﬂf/z«///( éfﬂ/fﬂ%)

juperintenddnt of Buildings._
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Hon. William L. Strong,
M;yor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

Finding it impogsible to leave this office on accaint
of business, I write these few lines in regard to the Tenement
House Bill now before you for consideration.

I find that the tenement house construction as it has
been carried on by builders in this City is in gross violation
of the law now on record; that most of th; precaut ionary measures
applied by law for the safety of the structures in case of fire
have been ignored.

Although I know it to be impossible to prevent specula-
tion in buildings, I do not believe it is right to speculate in’
livess TN

The Bill which is now before you is in advance of any=-
thing we have yet had in tenement construction and will allow the
construction of tenements far safer and less liable to accident
and loss of life in case of fire at a cost of from five to eight
hundred dollars more than the present construction if honestly

carried out, and in my judgment, as Superintendent of this Depart-
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To Hon, Wm, L. Strong. Page 2,

ment, it is absolutely necessary that the citizens of this City
should receive greater protection and a more rigid enforcement of

proper laws to prevent loss of life and property.

Regretting that I eannot appear before you in person in

this matter, ani trusting to your appreciation of my honest en-
deavors:to do what I consider right in matters of such vital
interest,l am,

Yours very respect fully,

A

Supermtendent of Buildings."
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Hone William L, Streng,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:e 4

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of youx?
favoy of the 24th insf., and to say that I will be at your office
Saturday morning next at 11 o'elock for conference relative to
the removal of incumbrances from fire escapes, etc.

Very respectfully,

/ /// ) 5
’%f ¥ prler T (//A/,///((/Q/

Superintendent of*Buildings.
2
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

Pursuant to your requast I herewith enclose you copy
of peport forwarded by me to Mrs. Augusta Brehmer, 114 Trinity
Ave., in angwer to her complaint addressed to you and forwarded
for my action,

Very respeﬁt‘.fully‘,

/ P o iy
Tt ' Cr td P CRY CL/CL ¢

Super intendent of Buildings.
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Mres., Augusta Brehmer,
114 Trinity Ave,, City.
Madamd -
Replying to yours of the 1l9th inst, address sed to Hayor
Strong and rorwerded by him to this office for rmy action, I would
ragport:-that cases are now pending in the hands of the attorney
of this Department against stable on 133rd 5t. referred to in your

letter, and the same will bae disposed of aeccording to law,

Yours Lraly,
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Hone William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New Yark,
Dear Sir:-

Underst anding that there is to be & conference held
at 10:30 at your office on Saturday next, between your Honor.
and the Commiss ioners of the Fire Department, the Police Depart-
ment, the representatives from thé Board of Health and this De-
partment, I would respectfully state, after careful examination by
my attorney in this Department, it is found that Section 26,
Chapter 566 of the Laws of 1887, relating to fire escapes and en-
cunbrances, places in the Fire Department, the Police Department,
‘and the Buream of Inspection of Buildings the right to proeeed 'a's
therein provided in causing the removal of sueh encumbrances as
may exist on fire escapes, and provides a punislment for the
violators thereof.

The above Section was modified by Section 34, Chapter

275 of the Laws of 1892, s0 as to leave out the Buream of Inspec-

tion of Buildings and place the responsibility for the removal of
encumbrances on fire escapes,‘in the hands of the Fire Departmant

and the Police Department of this City.
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To Hon. Wm. L. Strong, page 2.

By gection 539 of the cOﬁsolidation Act it would alse
appear that the removal of encumbrances on fire escapes is an
obligation that may be imposed on the Health Department, as con-
st ituting a violation of the law dangerous and prejudicially
dangerous to life and health.

Therefore, I would say that I am clearly of the opinion
that no duty whatever is imposed by law on this Department in
relation to the prevention of encumbrances on fire escapes.

Yours truly,

) ‘ : I A
///;zzw/«/// < //, Vezdtc

Superintendent of Buildingse







OTHOMAS J-BRABY

S.W.CORNER 18TH ST,

-~ supERINTENOEN

A/ ///i, /«/
-.TA;VZ'(¢4$ﬁAinl_3§Lh,l&95u-

Hone Wm. L. Strong,

Mayor cf the City of New York.
Dear Sir:- |

We are frequently ecalled upon to pass bay-windows pro-
Jecting beyond the building line of buildings. According yo our
constrﬁction of the law this is illegal, and as I have several
instances where the Board of Aldermen have issued a permit for the
construetion of said bay-windows over our‘éisapproval, and as this
permit has to be signed by your Honor, will you kindly advise me
as t0 the position I am to take in this matter?

Yours very respectfully,

/Z{Z,«' 2770 2T @//ﬂ/&/{(

Superinterient of “Buildings.
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Hon, William L. Strong, &m

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:@-

1 have the honor to acknowledge the regeipt of your
favor of the 27th inst., enclosing for my attention & letter eigned
"Mrs. l;chrtnur', relat ive to buildings being torn aown by Mr.
Hammerstein. In veply I beg to say that I hawe this day forwarded
the enclosed eomplaint to the Board of Health, the matter 4n
question being under their control, at the same time réquesting
them to report t0 your Honor such action as they may teke din the
premises,

Yours respectfully,

/Z( C/C 77 L @ L//%?' / ' :

Supsrintendent of Buildings,
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Hon, William I, Strong,‘
Mayor of the City of New York,
Dear Sir:-

I would respectfully ecall your attention to a matter
whiech is of great interest ‘to the egitizenp of New York City, viz.;
the eonfliet of authority between the State Paectory Inspector and
this Department, resulting in frequent unsatisfaetory enforecement
of the law pertaining to fire escapes, means of egresgs, etec. from
factbry buildings. One or the other of these Deépartments should
take the responsibility, and I have written to the State Factory
Inspecetor asking him to kindly inform me as to what he considers
his authority and duty in the premises,

Any advice your Honor may give me in the matt er will be
appreciated.,

a

Yours trudy,

= 'j(.// ¢ ¢
Superznteﬁaent of Bulldinga.

,.,
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Hone Williem L, Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.,
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to aciknowledge the receipt of yair
favor of the 25th insts enclosing ecanplaint of John Crawforad,
concerring alleged unsafe candition of build ings at 165-9 Sixth
Avenue,

In accordance with your request ; I would say that our
inspector examined the premises and reported as follows: " I find
no eause for ecomplaint, The buildings Nos, 165, 167 ami 169 are
at the present time in excellent condit ion. Said buildings are
'thfee story brick with cellar and the floors are capable of carry-
ing five times the weight which is now imposed upon them."*

Yours respectfully,

(_ /,//aw Z. /47 O ‘Zﬁ'/ Z‘?xﬂp/

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Mayor of the City of New York.

Hon. William L. Strong,

Dear Sir:-

I have the hono:.' to acknowledge the veeeipt of your
favor of the 24th inst., enclosing a letter signed "Workingman®,
eoncerning the alleged dangerous ¢ mdition of the wall of Wickie
& Co,'s building, 31st SBt. ard East River, &nd request ing report
from me as to action taken in the mattar,’

In accordance with yar request I would therefare re-
port that our inspector examined the building and found that the
same was built for the purposo:for which it is ﬁéad and he reports

it to be in first class cond ition with no ¢ayse for c¢ompla int.. '
Very respeetfully,

{7 : = / ’7/,:777
I 7O E7 ESE7CNL )& 7 A//r’ ¢
Superint erdent of Buildings,
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Hone William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.,
Dear Sirt-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor pf the 30th of April, enc los ing e anmunieation from C. H,
Smith, eancerning building No., 54 Maripn Street.

‘ An inspector from this Departmept examined the above

named premises and reported that he found cause for camplaint
and had reported a violation on earrying capac ity of floors. He
reported that he found the walls and floor:beams in good condit ion.

Very respectfully,

/é Ky (,/{/((/ 72/ Zeobte

Superintendent of Buildings.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.,
Dear Sir:-
1 enclose you herewith original copy of report of
examination of No. 154 Mercer Street made by a spee ial inspector
of thi; Department, Kindly return the same, and oblige,

Yours respectfully,

[ s /' . . 2y
-\,%r/z/z/ ¢ W/{{z{ ,

Superintendent of Buildings.







New York, May 4th, 1895.

I have now been in chargo‘of this Department since the 26th
day of March, and having spent every moment of my time working daily,
averaging from 7 A.M. $0o 11 o'clock P.M., I respectfully report as
follows:

First. The offices, comprising three upper floors Fourth, Fifth and
8ixth, in the Bradley Building, 220 Pourth Ave. (Southwest eorner

18th St. and Fourth Ave.)
3 LOCATION.

Convenient for those having business with the Department and for

access by the Department to all parts of the city, is central and ace
cessable. The condition of offices filtgy, arrangegents for the‘
clerks and employees very bad, the system and routine almost nothing,
the size of floor space not large enough, and not as good as one or
two floors, or of course a separate building built and fitted for the
purpose of this Department, but as lease runs for three years, I believe,
(the rate is high, $8,500. per annum) with proper arrangements and,éystcm
can be made to do quite well for the present.

; FIXTURES.
Very badly planned and arranged, entirely inadequate for the purposes
for which they were intended and for the proper systematic conduct of the
work of the Department, are in very dilapidated condition, and posie
tively so dirty that it is disagreeable to come into and about the .
Department. All dockets, papers, records, plans, applications, etc.
of the Department, except two or three dockets and files are in gross

disorder, very inaccurate, and in many cases not brought up for several

months back, and in some instances no attempt at all made to keep them
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correct; have been entered up just as the clerks feel like, some not

at - all. The minutes of the meetings of the Board of Examiners
carelessly kept, and not to be relied on, the applications and plans

for new buildings,and for alterations to buildings,in very bad condition,

many back ones prior to 18956 are missing. There is no system of

storage for safekeeping of said plans and applications, or dockets,

and they are piled on the different floors under desks, tables, in open
cases, on top of closets, in wooden boxes, etc. No attempt whatever
has ever been made to preserée or keep them in order; and no thought
given or preparation made for any fireproof vaults, safes, or cases.
Only one small safe in the entire Department, while thousands of records,
many of the greatest value to the city and its citizens, were strewn
around with gross carelessness. Many of tpe rlans and applications are
a positive disgrace to the Department and the architects, contractors,
and owners, and should never have been feceived by the Department,

and certainly never passed and allowed to become permits to build from.
The above gross condition of affairs runs through every bureau of the
Department, except a few portions in charge of certain clerks who.seem
to have.kept up a certain pride and system throughout all the carelesse
ness surrounding them. These deserve pralse for their work . :

Over five hundred and eighty applications and plans were unacted

upon when I took charge, several hundred cases of different kinds have
been allowed to lay idle and inactive in the different courss, several
hundred plumbers,totally contrary to the laws governing the Department,
are taking contracts and doing plumbing work in the city, much of which
is very carelessly done, and will be very unsanitary in its results.

Numbers of violations for work not done according to law have been
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allowed to remain inactive, and no fines collected or corregtions ine
siéted upon.

The general condition is such that I must refuse all responsibility
of records and papers in this Department prior to 1895.

Inspectors who have charge of the carrying out or.the work passed
and permitted by this Department, and the most important employees of
the Department, with few exceptions are incompetent and unreliable.
Their inefficiency is proved by much of the careless work and careless
construction which can be found all over the city. Many of them

are really a disgrace to the Department.

The legal Department is not systematic, work not up to date, nuw

merous .cases lying in the courts, no library, no proper places for

records of any kind. The lawyers go and ddme when they please, keeplng

no regular office hours, practising at their own offices, and taking

any business that coﬁes along, in fact seem to do just as they please,

and 1t is no wonder that the Department is not respected and really a

Department of safety to insure the proper construction of buildings,

and to protect the great real estate interests of this city by 1ﬁsist1ng

on worky in which millions of dollars are invested, being properly done.
The districts covered by the inspectors are entirely too large to

be thoroughly and carefully handled, the system of inspection and followe

ing up of said inspections is very careless, the inspection of ironwork ‘

throughout the city amounts to almost nothing, and yet i1s one of the

most important branches of modern construction. Only four men are

employed to cover the entire city and inspect iron work in many instances

where one man alone would be kipt busy to thoroughly examine and take

charge of it. No regular thorough examination is made of bottoms
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or foundations for footings of great bulldings by this Department; same

~

is left onﬁiféiy to the”architects and contf&ctors, énd plahs fof:graat
buildings are passed upon without the slightest knowledge or examination
of the examiners into the ground or bottom on which these buildings

are built, amounting to merely a verification of the figures and plans
submitted by the architect, while this Department is responsible that
the whole construction should be safe and secure.

The Department has been handled entirely by politics and influence,
employees appointed and held in position without any regard to their
ability or their integrity. Plans passed, and the whole scheme from
top to bottom founded upon influence and pull. The employees generally
throughout the Department are of an inferior grade to what they should
be for the plaees to which they have been appointed. The question of
worth and ability seems in no case to have amounted to anything, except
a few men, as previously stated, who seem to have always been striving
to do thelr duty regardless of influence or pull. Plans have been
passéd the same day as filed in this Department, and no examinafioﬁs
made of Fame except the glancing over and signing. This should be
prohibited. by law, as even an ordinary frame building may readily be
carelessly planned and constructed, and cause accident and loss of life,
and no plan qhould be allowed to be passed and 0.Ked without positive
examination having been made of said plan, and all reasonable require=
ments of the law complied with¥ The 1ais, from my observation, govérn-
ing this Department are generally not up to date, and not explicit and ‘

clear, and sufficiently in detail to let the owners, contractors, and

architects dealing with the Depértmént Know oxactly what is to be ex=
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p@éted, and in many instances impose hardships which are unnecessamy
either for safety or good construction, and the deficiency of the laws
in many instances, in not e¢overing clearly and distinctly the various
cases With which they deal, allow influence and favoritism to place
great hardship upon those unwilling to give themselves to corruption
or carelessness.

To correct the many carelessnesses above mentioned will take some
time, as there isstill great influence, and will be great opposition to
the handling of this Department, the great Department in charge under the
lawv of construction and safety of the public in this city, some time
and great work. The great mass of buildings standing now in this
city, with the age of many, the condition in. which they will be found
from natural causes, the cheap work which hasvbeen continually increas=
ing from competition and speculation, the great changes resultant from.
the removal of old buildings and erecting of new ones, are likely to
cause many accidents to the public and expense to property holderaf

'If the citizens of this city do not work up and determine that this
Department shall be a separate business organization, free from politics
I cannot answer for the effect upon the great building and real estate
interests of this city, as I certainly know and see from the short ex=
perience I have had here that investors in property are not getsgng ;
what they pay for, and that the econstructional defects and weaknesses
caused by careless work and incompetent men is likely only to increase

the difficulties in maintaining a strong and true value to construction

and real estate interests of this city.




New York, May 4th, 1895.
CONSTRUCTIONAL NOTES.

Building Departmen T .

The Laws governing this Department should be brought up to
date and fully comprehend and cover the modern constructions of present

day = Iron and steel skeleton and half skeleton, fire proof &c.

All factors of safety in construction and everything pertaining
to the safe erection of buildings in all parts should be covered and
controlled by law and rigidly enforeed.

.

Prompt remedies must be legally arranged for for any nonscom=

pliance or violation of the law.
Liberal opportunity should be allowed for the uze of all
improved methods of construction and new materials after proper tests

and proofs of their certain safety.

The authority of the Suporintendént should be made absolute

in regard to discharge and appointment of any and all employees == (not

the present law requiring trial, &e., before).

The law should positively fix the responsibility on the owner
or arghitect for the carrying out of the plans and specifications

approved by the Department.




The law should positively fix and require that each and every
piece of work be superintended by a reputabko'and capable architeet,

~builder, engineer or contractor.

The law should fix the responsibility for quality of material
suppliedy; quality of work done; and should give the Department proper

and thorough methods for examining and approving or condemning same.

Law shoudd be distipct and specifie in its requirements as

to foundations, footings, examination of same, &c.

- Definite and accepted methods should be fixed to be used for
all tests and examinations, such as proving and testing cast iron,

floor arches, roof trusses, foundation footings, &e.

All formulas used by the Department should be those that are
up to date, the most accurate in use, and should be published so that

all can use them and prevent miscalculations, disputes, errors, &ec.

. It should not be legal to pass any plans by the Department
until all main constructional points were fully understood; details ecan
be filed as work progresses so0 that the safety of the structures ean be

assured. Architects, owners and builders should understand that no

plans can be forced through the Department uantil their proper construc=~

tion is settled upon.
(An examination of the Department for past four years and the
vast amount of the most inferior work done, will give proof of the qboie

need)




The law should be changed so0 as to allow competent and ef-
ficient men to be employed by the Department; not ‘the 1naff1cient and

incompetent now roreed upon it.

The inspectors should receive at least $1400 to $2000 ==

(not $1100 to $1200. An ordipary general foreman on one large
building gets about $1500.) o |

The City should be divided into at least fifty districts ==

(not forty-two, as at present,) and one regular district inspeetor on

each district. This would make firty régularﬂinSpectors. Then

there should be at least tventy extra‘iﬁépébféréntb‘fili vacanclies and
for unsafe examinations, foundation exéminétions, fifé 6scapés,'theétres
hotels, &, work. Then not less than fifteen 1ﬁs§6¢tofs for iron eone
struetion, elevators, ete.; five should“beArééuiaf'Ebnstrucfional ohgi;
neers. Then not less than four good examining engineora should be em-

ployed besides the two deputios.

a
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Count

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS OF THE CiTY

.NEwW YORK,
Plaintif,

against

Defendant

EUGENE OTTERBOURG,
Attorney to the Department of Buildings,
No. 220 Fourth Avenue,

NEw YORK CITY.




NE 22:0) ORI AVANUH,,
S.W.CORNER I18TH ST, ;

THOMAS J-BRADY.) 1oAY,/
S supeRINTENDEN ) ; Vet 20k May 22,1896,

Hone. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoaur
commun?ca tion of the 20th inst., enclosing letter from John L.
Woolf, No. 614 Broadway, concerning delay in issuing permit to
make. alterations.,

In reply I would report that this is only another
example of numerous instances where the endeavor is made to have
plans passed by this Department which are cavelessly drawn and
very imperfeet, The plans in guestion were filed on May 3rd.
They were found to be imperfget, no lettering or figures, and

deseription faulty. Despite of this the same were passed on May

18th ana permit issued.

Very rvespeetfully,

¢ /”*@t’/é/z/ < Xy 7 lczdle
Superintendent of Bulldings.
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//// May 24,1895,

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Dear Siri=
After leaving your office and emsidering the argu-
ments in behalf of your approval of the bill tsking from the ‘

Superintendent of Buildings the supervision of the struetures

upon .docks, I was fearful that some of the, statements might mis=

lead your Honor into the belief that in the erection of all
structures upon docks difficulties were encountered in having the
pPlans passed by the Department of Buildings, and that this faet
would influence your judgment in the consideration of the bill
referred to,

i If you will refer to the original section which this

bill proposes to amend, you will readily perceive that it was

intended to provide for the erection of covered sheds upon piers,

and not the large and imposing structures of the present day,
The latter are limited in number and their ecastruction must be
more carefully considered and passed upon to secure safety to the

publie in thei r use,
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To Hon, Wm. L. Strong, Page 2.

The proposed structure mentioned by Mr. Lovell, and
called by him a shed, was in fact an immense iron building over
two stories in height, wit}; towers and other project ions to make
an imposing building, and in no sense should be considered a
covered shed provided by the original act.

Plans for the erection of an ordinary shed have never

met with any delay in the Department of Buil ai nge, as the record s

of the Department will show,

The approval of the bill will also take away the ex=

amination by the experts connected with this Department as now

provided, and serionsly interfere with the proper sanitary candi=-

tion of the structures upon docks.
Very respectfully yars,

//a(/ o crci s * /(

Superint endent of Buildings.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.
Deay Siri=

| In reference to Assembly Bille Noas., 2758 and 2791,
requiring the Superintendent of Buildings to notify the owner,
agent or architect of the approval or disapproval of plans within
ten da};s after their submigsion to the Department, I wéuld re-
speetfully state that if the present system of the Department were
properly carried out, the parties having businesg with it, as well
4s the Department itself, would be pleced in a most unfortunate
position if this Bill should become a law.

In the first place it would be impossible, in the time
spec ified above, to examine more than two thirds of the plans
submif};ed to this Department, to say nothing of giving an accurate
and detailed statement of the amendments, changes and alterations
required to make such plans complete and possible of approval,
unless an appropriation of several thousand dollars were added
to6 the present fund, While the bulk of the plans filed in the

Department can be passed within from one to two weeks without

diffieulty, méany complieated and difficult eonstructionsa are filed




.W.CORNER 187! ST,

A‘EJ BPR. ~£.:qb - : //f//
SUPERINTENDEN ., O

Ty

e\

To Hon, “Wme. L. Strong, Page 2.

which require weeks of computation before they can be safely
pasged upone

Under the present law the Supérintendent has authority
to issue foundation permits, when required to prevent delay in
beginning construction, which permits do not interfere with the
careful caleoulation and approval of the sﬁberstmcture by the
Department, while at the same time the work may be progressing on
the foundatione,

Every prominent architect admits the importamce of care=
ful examination by the Department of Buildings, and realizeé thatw
eonstructions which it has taken monthsto plan, calculate and lay
out in their offieces carmot be thoroughly gone over in the De=
partment in the short space of ten days.

This matt er is of too grave importance to be hastily
acted upon, and the present system when fully carried out by this
Department will prevent unneceassary delay in building operations .

Believing that the reéasons above given would fully justify

your honor in refusing your signaturé to the Bill under consider-
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To Hon, Wm. L. Strong, Page 3,

ation, especially as the present system is fully adequate to meet
all reasonable and just demanis of the parties interested, while
at the same time insuring safety to the publie,

I am,

Respectfully,

fﬁég&é

Superint endent of Buildings.




H. J.HARDENBERGH, ARCHITECT.
No.10 WEST 23%? STREET,
NEW YORK.

May 25th., 1895

Honorable Wm. L. Strong, Mayor of New York,
Dear Sir:=-

I beg respectfully to submit my objections
to the Assembly bill- known as the Halpin bill- which is now before
you for consideration, in which the duties of the Building Depart=-
ment.are set forth.

'I believe that those clauses which seek to restrain the free
action of the Department in such particulars as are set forth are
not wise legislation, and will tend to impede rather than improve
the public business. In this opinion, I believe a large part of:

the better class of Architects in the City ceconcur.

The business of the Deﬁartumnt in the hands of as capable an

official as you have wisely appointed, can be administered more
easily and promptly without such exacting.rules,and the expense of
reorganizing the forece employed in the Department in order to com-
ply with the proposed rules will be very great.

The work of the Department is now greatly retarded, I am in-

formed, by the mass of incomplete plans and specfications which is




submitted to it.. The Architect of standing and reputation takes the
utmost pains to prepare comprehensive drawings of his building and
lucid deseriptions of it, that each particular detail of construce="
tion may appear and be passed upon intelligently. The other class

of builders and alleged architects, however, desire to show as lit-
tle as possible of their construetion, in the hope that its weak-
nesses may not be deteoted.. Countless revisions of this class of
applications are made necessary and a burden placed on the shoulders

of the Superintendent which prevents him from passing as promptly

as he otherwise might on the better class of applications. If all

Architeets applying for permits would assist the Superintendent, as
1 firmly believe the reputable and self respecting ones are anxious
to do, the work of the Department would be promptly and satisfacto-
rily acecomplished, but if unprincipled speculators seek to force
him to comply with their demands, more stringent rules than those
of the-bill in gquestion will need to be passed by Legislative
action.

I am with great respect,

Very truly yours,

Phhtig







