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COURT OF GEMFRAL SESSIONS CF TLE PEACE
OF THE CITY AND GOUNMTY OF NEW YORK.

THE PECGRLE OF TIE STATE OF NEW YORY

60 04 4o 26 5s se o9

‘_Rosnhi”?;“§0RTEH_and.HERBERT‘L. BRIDGMAN

The defendenis in ihe above enbitlied aetion by

wha

73 ¢

Thompson, Acklicy end Keutfman, ithelr sititorne¥s demar
the indicetmont hercin on the following grounds @
FIRGT:<  Tuet the facts stebted in seid indiebtment Qo

. not cons*ltute a cxlme.

CND - *That,ﬁhe indictmcnt-contains matbcr;which-

'?if urue, woald const~buto & legal 1ustlfzca ion or. éxeuse
-'for tho Ec*" chargcd, or-othér lepal ‘ber-ho the proSecu—

ticn;'

Deted New York, asug: loth, 18 L1

/

({

Attowneys for defondant s

Post Oﬂflce & foLce‘Address

. . te r a=
Lt e g e -\-p—n A, ......__......_‘..- .

35 Wall Street

- AL,

New York clty._af“'
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Police Ooﬁrt%
Tity unt Connty

deposes and says, that the premises No . #J ......
ity and County aforesaid the said being aL/

———agpma . . smam

were BORGIL ARIO UST,

cause to believe, and doeséﬁeve, that the aforesaid
; id property taken, stolen and carried

| fov- ﬂw reasons following, to 'wzt ‘.. _ _ | ‘. .
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Magistrate.

District,

to answer General Sessions,

'THE PEOPLE, .,
on the complaint of

'_Polic'e Court,




-~

N N NN =

-t

CITY AND COUNTY
'OF NEW YORK,

and that the facts stated therein on information ofl deponent are tr

ue of deponents’ own

knowledge,

Sworn 1 hore me, this €&

Lolice Justice.
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District. Polic’é','?. Court. -

being duly examined before the under-
'ge ; and being informed that it is h -z right to
. ainst h221 ; that the statement is designed to

enable h he charge and explain the facts alleged agninst W2t
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that W waiver cannot be used

against Z: on the trial,

Question.

Question., is your business or profession ?

| A _ ided theye? .
Wh | — S

Give any explanation you may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the
- testimony against you, and state any facts which you think will tend to your
_ exculpation ? ) o
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"
et
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It appearing to me by the within depositions and statemenis that -
commitled, and that there is sufficient cause to believe the within'ma
.............................. cereeennee AN DE COMMALLER L0 the Warden and Keeper of B
ew Yor;y unitil rhe gu_ck bail.

.. o o . Police Justice.
I Rave QAMILLCA TRE ADOVE-TUAMUC.........ooeeeee e nsetseesmsssssesresms s o eeessas ssseenmstmsees satmsse s ssar st st s et et e eeemenomas i
Zo bail to answer by the undertaking hereto annezed.

Police Justice. ?

There being no sufficient cause to believe the WILRTTL TUAIMCE....c..ececeeeeerreeecserrsemsssssrssssmsamsssssssesresessssamsssssssesses — L

guilty of the offence within menitioned, I order & o be discharged.
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Gourt of General Sessions of the @raw

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OoF NEW YORK

against

=~ D e

The Grand Jury of the City and County

of New York, by this indictment, accuse

S S —

of the CRIME oFr BURGLARY IN THE THIRD DEGREE, committed

The said w 0%-\/:-:3—\.-—- ]

late of the ~ M Ward of the City of New Yorlk, in the County of
New York, afor esaid, on ‘rh19\-—c:..~)'~-~\<3_<,_,._=.__,%§~ day of | %QB\.\\, in the year of

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eJOhty-‘3-~—=~Z-N » With force and arms, at the Ward,
Clty and County aforesaid, a certain building there situate, to wit: the PR a5~ of one

as follows:

%M = . Mm;

feloniously and burglariously did break into and énter with intent to commit some crime therem

to wit: with intent, the goods, chattels and personal Pbroperty of the said

In the said oS o—>——~— then and there being

g, then and there feloniously and burglariously
to steal, take and carry away, against the form of the statute in such case made and provided, and

against the peace of the People of the State of New York and their dignity.




SECOND COUNT—
AND THE GRAND JURY AFORESAID, by this indictment further accuse the said

M

of the CRIME or (QQXZN' LARCENY , — . committed as follows:

The said O\ T A S A\n .
- B,

late of the Ward, Cit y and County aforesaid, afterwards, to wit: on the day and in the year aforesaid,
at the Ward, City and County aforesaid, in the A.._o\R.N time of the said day, with force and arms,

<

of the goods, chattels and personal property of one W -~ w . ——

in ‘the p—as\ﬁ-w-‘ of the said W - W -

there situate, then and there being found, ~~r  the Mforesaid, then and there

‘feloniously did steal, talke and carry away, against the form of the statute in such case made and
provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York and their dignity.




THIRD COUNT—

AND THE GRAND JURY AFORESAID, by this indictment, further accuse the said

wm_

of the Crine oF CRIMINALLY RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY, committed as follows:

The saidw /@ Q@M/

late of the Ward, City and County aforesaid, afterwards to wit: on the day and in the year afore-
said, at the Ward, City and County aforesaid, with force and arms,

W
of the goods, chattels and personal property of one w - R

by a certain person. or persons to the Grand Jury aforesaid unknown, then lately before feloniously
stolen, taken and carried away from the said (\<5K.,~.. L <P —,

unlawfully and unjustly, did feloniously receive and have ; the said

then and there well knowing the said goods, chattels and personal property to have been feloniouslj?
stolen, taken and carried away, against the form of the statute in such case made and provided,
and against the peace of the People of the State of New York and their dignity.

JOHN R. FELLOWS,
District Attorney.
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. SUBPMENA
. FOR A WITNESS To ATTEND THE ,
Court of General Sessions of the Peace.

Deople ot the State of Few Yok

GREETING :

- WE CIOMM.AN D YOU_, That all business and ‘excuses cea-sin'g, you appear in your
Proper person, before the Court of General Sessions of the Peace to be holden in and for R
| the-City al?}b ty of New York, at 1;]1(Z ‘Sessions Building, in the Park of the said City, / / 5

issue,.. .

‘ j;minea‘iateny

ay be known, - S
- [SEE oTHER SIDE FOR OTHER DIRECTIONS,] ~

| on the = -/ - day of ,’5_32_? ember instant, at the hour of Ferrirr
~ the foreno6n- me day, to testify the tr ind give evidence in our behalf against

=K
o
Q)
=]
et
=3
8
:_-:.
e
:.: :
9 -

~ |ina casé_','bf'Fel'ox;y,fwhereaf  he stand's indicted .
N the penalty of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars,

| Wirrngss, Hon, FREDERICK ‘SMYTH, Recorder of 6ur said. Oity, at the ity Hall in-*

“our said City, the first Monday of  Septemmber _in the year of our Lord 1888, R
o o ~ JOHN" R. 'FELLOVVS, .Distm‘ct_Attorney.,__' N
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@onxt of Generil Sessions.

THE PEOPLE

D

City and County of New York,. ss:

sworn, deposes and says: I reside at N04 5 f W

Street, in the City of New York. Iama Subpena 'servLer in the office of tl istrjet Attorney of the

City and County of New York. On the / f '/ 4 day of | 188 ,
I called at % 7 W - |

being duly

the alleged W(/ s  .of QW

’ . -
_the complainant herein, to serve h_gZ#2* with the annexed subpmna, and was informed by /%: K

Srubpevne Server,

%@LMVV%M/&A ..... |
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Wovxt of General Sessions.

THIE PEOPLE

City and County of New York, ss:

sworn, deposes and says : I reside at No. 4 35 M .

Street, in the City of New York. I ama Subpcena server in the office of the District Attorney of the

being duly

City and County of New h day of 18858 ,

T called at 4‘?

the alleged W& | of W %m

the complai £Z% with the annexed subpoena, and was informed by

A

b Maabtdnababatas

Sulgunna Servep,
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THE PEOPLE

_Glty a.nd Lounty .of New YorW /g—a
’ | [ 2y B Fo IS P Mmg duly

sworn, deposes and says : I am a Police Officer &, tached to the Precinct,

in-the -(‘:'?ty of N’ e{i?\'Y'or {"‘ On s - . 0& '_'.' day of

I éaéled-.éﬁ Py

Sworn to be{or& me, this L
2 /Za«/ﬁﬂ 188 -
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“the penalty of Two Hundred.and Fifty Dollars - o
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City and S g |
W VZ{MM/O( being duly
sworn, deposes and says: Iam a Police Oflicer attached to the % Precinct,

in the City of New Yorlk. . : 1 . 188 £,

I called at :% 3
the alleged M

the complmnqnt herein, to serve h with the annexed subpaena, and was informed by

- e e e e e e -
; ma".'-"-!"{?ﬂ.ﬁ:{ﬁ,«"ﬂL‘,-";'«e:':‘1*113'-}*_":.-‘_.‘-;‘w_.r;*.‘.n."-_}t..“'.-.;._'r*_-,l“a;-;.-r{-w-,--:;.._a;._a;{-v_f._f;_:} A e T B L VD
L L P L oM en R e : . !

it NN R— -

Sworn to before me, this /
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. ‘ - | -4
Police Court— District. Aﬁ@vit-—Layceny.

dity and @unntg}
of Hletw Pork, (5

occupation 74 - being duly sworn

-
deposes and says, that on the . day of %%/" 188‘9/05—21 the City of New ;

York, in the County of New York, was feloniously €akeni, stolen carried away from the possession <l

- %”%of deponent, in the. Xz time, the_following property viz :

Jo

Y2 ‘Ut 900499 0} ULOMIY

and that this deponent

was feloniously taken, stolen,

9918 99390
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CITY AND COUNTY }
ss.

e - OF NEW YORK,

"% that he has heard read the foregoing afidavit of ' - PR

and that the facts stated therein

on information of ' '
deponent are true of deponents’ own

knowled ge.

Police Justice.
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/ District Police Court.

Sec. 193—200.

CIT

being duly examined before the under.
signed’ according to law, on the annexed charge ; and being informed that it is h e— right to
make a statement in relation to the charge against h e« ; that the statement is designed to
enable h ~.__if he see fit to answer the charge and explain the facts alleged against h
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that h «— waiver cannot be used

against h «—_ on the trial.

Question. What is your name ¢

_ . Answer.

Question.

Answer.

Question.

._ Answer,
| Question..

A?zs'wer.
Question. What is your business or

Answer.

Question. Give any eﬁcplaha.tion you may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the , -
7T T T testimony ~ampinst you, and state any facts which you think will tend to your |

sy sokgog-




St t

It appearing to me by the within depositions and statements that the crime therein mentioned has been

committed, and that there is sufficient cause to believe L7e WILRTIL MATEE ..ot -

. Police Justice.

There being no sufficient cause to believe the WILRIN MAMCA ..ot

guilty of the offence within mentioned. I order % to be discharged.

Police Justice.
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Gourt of General Sessions of the Freace

OF TIIE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

Tixr ProrLrt or T STATE oF NEW YORK

against

The Grand Jury of the City and County of New York, by this indictment, accuse
of the CRIME 0F GRAND LARCENY in the Jas~ss~~_degree, committed as follows :

The said M@M Q Q_r-m;:b

")

-
late of the City of New York, in the County of New York aforesaid, on the ;:._M

day of -—W—- in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
eighty- 9_._:;%-\3( in the -fa"\—ﬂ-'-‘-\n»«é time of the said day, at the City and County

aforesaid, with force and arms,

M promissory note for the payment of money, being then and there due and unsatisfied (md of the kind known as
United Stnteq Trcnsury notes), of the denomination and value of _~w~®_ dolingg ;A

"-'-'__.':,"'plommqor_}' note for the pnyment ‘of money, being then ‘and there due and unsatistied (and of the kind known as Bank Notes),
" of the denomination and value of I S dollary ;. S S, United States Silver

. Certifiecate  of the denomination and value of Aowanfr_, dollar — ; M United Stnt'é.q
Gold Certificate of the denomination and value of A vatr s dollary _

of the goods, chattels and personal property of one S W A NS .

on the person of the said &w g S e )
then and there being found, from the person of the said &5 s mcaim o v~ s
then and there feloniously did steal, take and carry away, against the form of the statute in such

- case mace and provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York and their
dignity. |

F. ]
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BOX:
317

FOLDER:
3018

DESCRIPTION:
Petit, John

DATE:
08/08/88

.

3018
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Police Court— oy District. - Affidavit—Larceny.

City and Connty } g -
of Elelv Pork, h

w5l S 7 g " .

years,

being duly sworn
188 ﬂ the City of New

York, in the County of New York, was Jeloniously taken, stolen and carried away from the possession e
_ _ )
of deponent, in theEL 4/

- an? that this deponent -

that the said property was feloniopsly taken, stolen,

W%
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CITY AND COUNTY ) ..
OF NEW YORK, } o

.. years, occupatio

Street‘bemg duly sworn deposes and
v

-8ays, that he has heard read the foregoing affidavit of .S/ -

and that the facts stated therein on information .of deponent are true of deponents’ own

_knowledge.

Police Justice.
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..District Police Court.

COUNTY |

o being duly eéxamined before the under-
signed according to law, on the annexed charge; and being informed that it is h 4 'nght to
make a statement in relation to the charge a,ﬂ'amst h L.\l-' that the statement is designed to
enable h Vif he see fit to answer the charge and explain the facts alleged against h\/
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that h & /waiver cannot be used

against h [/L-\ \on the trial.

Question. W 18 your-name ?
Answer. %/ ﬁé&%

Question. ? |
Answer” 2 2 cvo el J
. Question.

Answer.

Question. Where do you live, 41d how long lm,ve_you resided there ?

Answer. %?

-

Question. What j3 your business or profes:

Question. Give any explanation You may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the
S “testimony ‘against you, and state any {ucts whlch you think will tend to your

exculpatlon ?

O Pt oc ”&W%
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1t appearing to me by the within depositions and statements that the erime therein mentioned has been

commilled, and that there is sufficient cause to believe the within named

7

Dated.
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ON THE COMPLAINT OF
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Gonrt of Geueral Sessions of the race

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

Tnr ProrLE oF T STATE OF NEw Yorx

against

The Grand Jury of the City and County of New York, by this indictment, accuse

of the Crinr oF GRAND LARCENY in thewlegree, committed as follows :

The said \ga‘:)\-vm-—@_ﬁ—m -)
—

late of the City of New York, in the County of New York aforesaid, on the l..S-"\M

day of :W, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
eighty- S—a—~c§,\)\r’ , in the M;Q\,J"C time of the said day, at-the City and County

aforesaid, with force and nrms,

of the goods, chattels and personal property of one AN S Ao AN N D> .

on the person of the said /NN M DS oD n, >
then and there being found, from the person of the said AN B3 o AN o—o-d »

then and there feloniously’ did steal, take and carry away, against the form of the statute in such
case made and provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York and their
dignity.
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BOX:
317

FOLDER:
3018

DESCRIPTION:

Plampeck, Charles

DATE:
08/08/88

MR

3018
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Police Court—.... . \_.. "3 ...................... Digtrict.

[y R -
‘I""." e iy :
- y

i
.,

QLitg; and Connty gg -
of ety Pork, % )

et

L

Street, aged.... é /

YCars,
being duly sworn

¢ the City of New

with the felonious intent to tok

) do liim grievous bodily harm; and without
any justification on the part of the said assailant

Wherefore this deponent prays that the said assailant may be apprehended and bound te answer
Jfor tk@ above assault, etg; cch dealt with according zfo larw. [/

'. ‘.. .. r.‘
5 | Sworn to :’ &, tkzs Q/ / /&WWW/ /ZL A/%
o 188' |

U
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Al ety Ve

Fidaten T

Seo, 198—200, < District Policef Court.

\M/ being duly examined before the under-

fnnexed charge ; and being informed that it is ight to
; that the statement is designed to.

harge and explain the facts all
he is at liberty to waive making g Statement, and that

against h“‘L,.\_‘ on the trial,

Question. Wh

Answer,

Questz’pn.

Answer.
Question.
Answer,
Question.
Anszber.
Question.

Answenr,

" Question. Give any explanation you may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the

tesfiuony against you, -and state any facts which you think will tend to your

Answer. 4 W .

MM /7/ Ccoctfodd




M 70
_ A B W

1Lt appearing to me by the wz‘szin depositions and statements

that the crime therein mentioned has been

belieyf the within named

ity thereof, I order that ’he be Jield to answ

f
W Hundred Dollars,............ 7 -and be committed to the Warden and Keeper

of
, of the City of New Yor '

- Police Justice.

% to be discharged.

DAL ---188

...................................................................................................... Lolice Justice.
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STATE OF Ngw YORK.
Zxeoutive Chumber,

ALBANY,

November 13, 1889,

Sir:
Application for Executive Clemency having been made on behad f

of Charles Blambeck,~=~==weeuyho was convicted of Assault, second

degfee,irlthecmuntycﬁ"wa York,~==~ and sentenced Sept. 13, 1888

to imprisonment in the Sing Sing Prigon—==e—ecececefior the term of

am directed by the Governor

two years and seven months, ~e~ececccnccuaga

respectfully to request that, in pursuance of Section 695 of the Code

of Criminal Procedure, as amended in 1884, you will forward to him a

concise statement of the facts and circumstances developed upon the
trial, or upon the preliminary examination, or before the coroner's
jury if no trial was had, together with your opinion of the merits of the

application. Will you also inform the Governor of any other matters

having a bearing upon this case which have come to your knowledge
since;conviction?
1t is particularly requested that each letter of inquiry from

the Executive Chamber should be separately answered,
I am,

very respectfully yours,
TS Tl v,

L : : Private Secretary,
Hon, John Re Fellows,
- Di strict Attorney,
New York Cityy
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 Gourt of General Srssions of the Peack
- PO S T U

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. -

THE PEOPLE OF THIE STATE OF NEW YORK,

against

Ww

THE GRAND JURY oF 1tHE CIry AND COUNTY oF N EW YORK, by this indictment, accuse

of the CRIME OF ASSAULT IN THE SECOND DEGREE, committed as follows:

The said SRS o Do Qw |

: N 7 .
late of the City and County of New York, on the W day of
—W“ » in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

eighty-w , With force and arms,at the City and County aforesaid, in and upon one

in the peace of the said People then and there being, feloniously did wilfully and

wrongfully make an assault; and the said SRS oo < ?\m-—--\‘_n-—v)wx

- -~

in e right hand then and there had and held, the same being then and there

_ @ weapon and an instrument sand—weapon. likely to produce grievous bodily harm>o YO oS
@AEM ;\hn_-\_ the said M —_ M — o then

a,n_d\s.xﬁele i‘elomously did wilfully and wrongfully sésilse beat: O e D A@«--J\.
bl‘ﬂ-lﬁe*a-n-éﬂwmm& against the form of the statute in such case made<and Provided, and

against the peace of the People of the State of New York and thelr dlgmty.

. . % “ . -
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DESCRIPTION:
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DATE:
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Bridgman, Herbert L.
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MAYOR'S: @FF ek
//#? ’(// ~ Sept. 18, 18889

Coles John R. Fellows)

Digtrict Ettormy.a

My dear Colonel: ) | ’%?f‘f
| | Trgza Jg gf@ (&t-o-d—d -

The Rewerend William Wilberforce Newton iz the
A

clexrgyman who menaged the Sanitarimm at Greenwood ILake and who is

willing to testify as to the absolute falsehood of the Press'

statements in regard to that institut iond He tells me that he

goes to the Church Congress in Buffalo in Oct‘obe@, and w:lll sail
for Europo in the latter part of that month e, therefore, the
trial is 1ikély to be pastponed, it will be necessary to take his
testinjony5 and he ‘s willing to ecane to New York, on his return

-

from Bufifelo, in order t0 make the ‘necessaary affidavita. .' My

. impress 1on is that when the other side come to examine him they
w:!.ll real:!.ze what a dread.ful hole they have placed 'l-hanselves in,

I wish to wr:.'be Mr. Newton, telling him what to do. Please adm

)

.v:l.se m as to -(-.he probabali-t.:l.es of the trialv

Yours sincerely,
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COURT O GENERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

-——-‘———-—-—--—-———-——_h--..-—-—-—-—-——-—-_.-. _—-“-l——x

The People of the State of New York

1% *MN 2% »s

against
Robert P, Porter and Herbert L.

Bridgman.

e 4 s 88 e

The Grand Jury of the City and County of New
York by this indictment accuse Robert P. Porter and
Herbert L. Bridgman of the crime of libel, ccnmitted

as follows:

The said Roberi P.'Porter, late of the City of

New York, in the County of New York aforesaid, and the
sgid Herbert L. Bridgman, late of the same place, being

persons of an envious, evil and wicked mind and of

most malicious disposition, and wickedly, maliciously

and wmlawfully minding, contriving and contending (as

much as in them lay) to injure, oppress, aggrieve, and

vilify the good name, fame, credit and reputation. of

Abram S. Hewitt, a good, peaceable and worthy citizen

of this State, and then being the Mayor of the said
City of New York and also as well the proprietor and
owner of certain xeax lands and real property situated
on the shores of a certain lake in the State of Wew
Jersey composing an estate knoWn as Ringwood, as also

a member of a certain business copartnership doing

- business in ang by the firm name of Cooper & Hewitt

TR ek s v a0




and also a member of a certain other business copart-

nership doing business in and by the Ffirm name and
style of The Greenwood Lake Tce Compan&, and employing
in the management and operation of the said estate

and in the carrying on of his business large numbers
of workmen and laborers, and to bring him, thm saiqg
Abram S. Hewitt into public scandal, hatred, infamy,
contempt and disgrace, and to cause it to be belicved
that he the said Abram S. Hewitt in the management sand
Operation of the said estate called Ringwood and in fhe
carrying on of his private business had been guilty of
cruelty and cruel conduct toward the workmen and la~-
borers in his empl oy and had most inadequately compén—
sated his said laborers and workmen for +their labors |
in his behalf and had paid to them much less than
their labors were reasonably worth and much less than
they were Justly entitled to receive therefor énd thaf
he the said Abram S, Hewitt was then engaged in harsh
and cruel Practices, and pursued and operated a system
of wicked, Oppressive and uwnjust tyranny, exaction,
and wage slavery in the conduct and manasement of the

said estate and in his treatment of the said workmen

vantage of himself the saig Abrangf, Hewitt,

T
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that many of the said workmen and laborers had been
from time to time reduced from a condition of ordinary
comfort to one of absolute pauperism and slavery, and
whereby their manhood had been destiroyed and all feel-
ing of hope and ambition entirely crushed, and further
that by such conduct and by his avarice he the said
Abram S. Hewitt had driven a certain family of the
name of Ryerson, formerly in easy circumstances and
comfort, to paupcrism and slavery, that in hhe treat-
ment of his employes he the said Abram S. Hewitt had
been guilty of a criminal violation of the laws of the
State of New Jersey forbidding an employer from paying
his employe in anything but cash, that he the said

Abram S. Hewitt had at divers times unlawfully attempt-

ed to obtain the possession and ownership of real prop-

erty bordering upon his said estate by unlawful and
FPraudulent means and without any proper consideration
and by false and fraudulent surveys made by his direc-
tion and pfocurement, and further that by reason of his
greed and avarice and by fraud and deception on his
part in the matter of a certain worthy project for the
erection of a charitable institution on the said estate
and his deceitful conduct with and toward the personsg
having éharge of the said project, thg objects thereof
had been defeated and a large sum of money which had
been expended in the erection of the said proposed in-
stitution entirely lost from its intended purpose and
the said institution partially erected had come into

the hands and possession of him the said Abram S. Hew~-

R B el Ll gL
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itt as a result of his avarice and cupidity, that by
reason of his oppressive, tyrannical and wicked con-
duct towards his said laborers and workmen, and partice-

ularly in his conduct toward the said family mnamecd Ry-
erson, a condition of immorality existed among, his saia
workmen and laborers, as an inecident of which a daugh-
ter in the said family of Ryerson had come to her
death whilst engaged in a wicked debauch with two mern,
for which condition# of morals and the degradation of
these people and the death of sald. daughter he the
said Abram S. Hewitt was responsible, and that the’
conduet of him the said Abram S;'Hewitt in his private
affairs and business was such as that an exposure of
the same to the publie would result in a loss of all
confidence and esteem on their part toward him and a
distrust of his sinecerity and worthiness, on the twen-
ty-ninth day of July in the vyear of our Lord one
théusand eight Imndred and eighty—eight, at the City
and Couhty aforesaid, of their gréat hatred, malice
and 1ill will toward the said Abram S. Hewitt, did un-
lawfully, wickedly and maliciously print and pﬁblish;
and cause and proecure to be printed and published, in
a certain newspaper and publication, published in +the

said City of New York, and entitled Thne Press, a cer-
tain Pfalse, scandalous, malicious ang defamatory libel
of and concerning the said Abram S. Hewitt and of and

concerning the matters aforesaid, containing the false,

scanda;pus, malicious, defamatory and libelous words




and matters following, of and concerning the said Abram
S. Hewitt, and the matters aforesaid, that is to say:
CRUELTY AT RINGWOOD;' (Thereby meaning that he the
said Abram S. Hewitt had been gullty of cruelty and
crucl conduct in the management and operation of his
said estate called Ringwood.)
Avarice of a High Official Drives a Noble Family to
Pauperism and Slavery. (Thereby meaning that he the
salid Abram S. Hewitt by his avarice had driven a noble
family, to wit, the said family of the name of Ryerson,
to pauperism and slavery. )
PITTANCE FOR LABOR. (Thereby meaning that he the said
Abram S. Hewitt had ill and most inadequately compen-
sated divers persons employed as workmen and laboreré
by him in =amd upon his said estate for their labors
and services in his behalf and has palid to such per—
sons for thelir labors and services much less than tﬁe
same were reasonably worth and mmch 1éss than such
persons were fy reason thereof entitled to receive
therefor. )
A Man who Preaches Philanthropy Reveling in Harsh and
Cruel Practices. (Thereby meaning that he the said

Abram S. Hewitt was at the time of the publication of

the said libel and had been for a long time prior +there-

to engaged in harsh and cruel practices in the manage -

ment and operation of his said estate and that so en—

gaging therein was a source of pleasure and gratifica-

tion to him.)




His Greed Stops a Noble Work. (Meaning thereby that
the greed of him the said Abram S. Hewitt has caused
the stoppage of the worthy and charitable project
aforesaid. )

Promulgating Doctrines concerning the Glorious Repub-
lic, He Manages his Estate in a Monarchial and Despoéic
Manner—~Practice at War with Theory. (Meaning thereby
that Wﬁile rretending to hold doctrines and theories

in conformity with principles of Ffreedom and Justice
and a democratic form of government he the said Abram
Se. Hewitt manased his said estate in an entirely difflfer

ent manner and in a monarchial and despotic way.)

"I am as much 0ppoééd to‘tyranny on the part of
capitalists as on the part of workmen. I am ready
to deno@%e such tyranny in either case, and when a
Positive injury is shown I am as ready to make an ap-
preal to the publiec Tor redress in one case as in the
other .M

S0 wrote Mayor Hewitt of thislcity (thereby
meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt) on Thursday las+t in
reply to a letter sent him (meaning the said Abram S.

Hewitt) by Workingman Hurley. The Press (meaning the

sald newspaper and publication) is glad to hear suech

WordsFrom Mr. Hewitt (meaning the said Abram Se Hewitt ),

SO0 will be his (meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt's) own
workingmen, whom he (meaning the said Abr am S.'Hewitﬁﬁ

‘has cursed with a system of slavery both obnoxious ang




Hewitt's) thirst for wealih he (meaning the said Abram

S. Hewitt) has ground down until their lives have been

robbed of both hope and ambition. It may be hara to

belizve that fhere 1s in the conduet of this Professed-
1y charitable bersonage a Hyde as grasping and 0ppress;
ive as is the Jekyll mild ang amiable, who sends forth
such unctious letters full of manliness and of kindly
feelings from the Mayor's chair (thereby meaning that
he the said Abram S, Hewitt in the conduct and manage -~
ment of his saiq estate and in his Private and busi-
ness life was entirely different from and unlike hiﬁb
self in his conduct a8 such Mayor of the said city anéi

in the discharge of his official duties, and the utter—

and expression of sentiments ang views, as well
verbally as by writiten communications, and that though

» Occupying the position of a Professedly charitable andg

in his private and busji-
ness life and in the conduct and management of his sagid

estate and in the treatment Of his workmen and labor-

ers, he the said Abram S. Hewitt was most greedy and

avaricious,

of.hdpe and ambi-

tion entirely c¢rushed). Ang yet to The Press (thereby

......_..__......__-...___.____..-..____.._,..._....... o,
— TR ey e g Er




meaning the said ne®spaper and publication ) has come
information that almost secmed incPfedible in view of

the sancetimonious garb in which this companionable gen-

tleman'(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt ) promenaded

before the publice.

It was hard to believe that the man who sent
forth such a piteous appeal for aid for a workman whom
he considered had been wronged (meaning the said Abram

S. Hewitt ) was himself profiting from a tyranny to
wnich his own workmen are being subjected. And yet
such is the fact (thereby meaning that the said Abram
S. Hewitt was at the time of tho publication of the

said libel receiving pecuniary benefit as a result of

most injurious, oppressive and tyrannical conduct on
his part in the treatment of his workmen and laborers).
The charges which were sent to The Press(meaning the
said newspaper and publication) have been carefully in-
vestigated. Under the guise of a man seecking -employ-
ment one of its reporters has been over ithe ground, ﬁas
mixed in with the workmen, has seen Ffor himself the
of petty

system of grinding exaction andhﬁyranny to which they

are subjected, and has found a thorough confirmation

P . e . ..
- . ‘.‘ Bl S o i it et Wt A L et e 3T et
s

of all the stories which connected the name of’ the as-
pirant for Gubernatorial honors with one of the most

vicious systems of wage slavery that exists on the con-

O A TR T
L
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tinent today (meaning thereby that a person acting on
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behalf of the said newspaper and publication had visit-

ed the said estate of the said Abram S. Hewitt, and had

in the character and guise of an applicant for employ-

v
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ment gained a personal knowledge of the methods used by

the said Abram S. Hewitt in the conduct and management

Oof the said estate and had obtained personal and abso-

lute knowledge that a most wicked, oppressive and un-

Just system of grinding exaction and retty tyranny and

wvage slavery cenuring to the detriment and prejudice of

the worlkmern and laborers of the said Abram S. Hewitt

employed on the said estate and to his personal vecuni-

ary advantage was in vogue and operation by his own

act, procurement and suffereance ). It may have been

modesty that has hitherto deterred Mayor mewitt (mean-—

ing thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt in his official

capacity as such Mayor ) from denouncing Abram Se. Hew-

itt of the firm of Cooper & Hevitt (meaning thereby the

Said Abram S. Hewitt in his private affairs and busi-

ness and as a member of the said business copartnership

of Cooper & Hewitt) for the way in which their employes

(meaning the workmen ang laborers in the employ of the

sald copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt )Jfhave been treat-

ed. Mayor Hewitt (meaning thereby the said Abram S,

Hewitt in his official capacity as such Mayor) has al-

ways been extremely careful to draw the line which Adi -

vided his officialism from his individuality, but now

that The Press (meaning the said newspaper and publi-

cation) will make known some of the doings of one of

the proprietors of Greenwood and of the Pirm of the

Greenwood Lake Ice Oompany (thereby me aning the said

Abram S. Hewitt in his private ang bu51ness life( Mayor

Hew1tt (meanlng thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt asg

= e e A" - r—— e P L
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such layor as arforesaid) will be more at liberty %o
lash with his trenchant ren Mr. Abram S. Hewitt( there-
by mean;ng the said Abr=-m 3. Hewitt‘in his private and‘
business life) and to intimate to that gentleman
(thereby meaning as last aforesaid)that no man can pur-
Sue a course which he (thereby meaning as last afore- |
said) has been doing and retain the confidence of thé
publie (thereby meaning that he the said Abram S. Hew-
itt had been guilty of such conduet in his private af;

fairs and business as that an exposure of the same |
to the public would result in a loss of all confidence
and esteem on their part toward him ang a distrust of
his sinecerity andg worthiness).

Today The Press (Xbhmrshyx meaning thereby the
said pewspaper and publication) wil1l publish what is
mainly a historical review of the cease in order that it
may be properly understood. Should Mayor IHewitt
(thereby meaning the said Abram S. Hewit% as such

Mayor) be wnwilling to believe that Abram S. (thereby
meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt ) was the guilty party
The Press (thereby meaning the said newspaper and pub-
lication) will bring such proof forward in the matter'

as will o¥f necessity carry conviection t0 everybody.

It will assist Mayor Hewitt (thereby'meaning the saig

Abram S. Hewitt as such Mayor ) to redress the tyranny

of‘the capitalist, and it Will begin With a subjeet of




(meaning thereby the workmen and Jaborers of the said
Abram S. Hewitt ), when they (meaning thereby the said
workmen and laborers) are paid wages promptly and in

cash, when the truck system of all #rash and little
cash from the firm's store (meaning thereby the store
of the saiaq copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt on the
said estate) has been abolished, when oppressive land-
lordism (meaning thereby +the system of tenancy in opeQ-
ation on the said estate) has been wiped out, when |
men whose only crime is that they are the possessors
Of little holdings that execite the cupidity of Ffirms
powerful in politics and in wealth (meaning thereby
persons owning property bordering on the said estate)
are allowed to live in peace, then and not +till then,
will The Press (meaning thereby the sald newspaper and
publication) cease in its efforts.

Within fifty miles of the City of New York
(meaning thereby o i vte of the said Abram
S. Hewitt ealled Riﬁgwood) there exists a condition
of affairs quite as degraded as the worst Presented by
Ireland, continental Europe or China--a state of af-
fairs right under our American flag &ﬁich rivals thé
miseries of down-trodden Ireland and the wretchedness
of* the European_éeasantry.' To how many of the 1ight
hearted wanderers who frequently enjoy the charms of

that beautifully sequestered spot known as Greenwood

Lake, that favored body of water whose waves lap the

shores of two States, bidding farewell to the Jersey

ere




said lake upon the shores of which the said estate is
situatea) to how many men and women, watching the play
of light and shadow on that mountain embosomed, sun
kissed ligquid jeﬁel, has there ever come an intimation
off the dark shadow lying just beyond *hose shores
(meaning thereby the cruelty and oppressiva nnc tyr-
annical conduct of the said Abram S. Hewitt in the |
conduct and management of the said estate)?

Yet the same hours which have chronicled the
merry song and the gay léugh of the young men and
maidens on Greenwood Lake (meaning thereby the said
lake ) have just as surely chronicled the many sighs,
the bitter tears, of a group of people who are secarcely
less in bondage than the antebelluwn southern slaves
(meaning thereby the workmen and laborers of the said
Abram S. iewitt on the said estate);' Possibly the
bondage is even more frightful in the sight of heaven,
f'orr once these men (Meaning thereby the said workmen

and laborers) knew not only freedom but manhood, while

ey b . g =t o it et syt g | e moim e a, .

now they (meaning thereby the said workmen andgd laborers)
down
have been groundhto a point where mere subsistence
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is their only expectation (thereby meaning that he the
said Abram S. Hewitt in the conduct and manag ement

of the saild estate and in the treatment of his said

laborers and workmen used a system so unjuSt and op-

Pressive and was so greedy and avaricious in his meth-

ods that.his said laborers and workmen had been placed

in a condition where they were asble to obtain a mere
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existence and nothing more).
Yet the ancestors of these wretched people

(meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers ) were

at one time sole ovmers Of the land on which now they
(meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers) are
allowed only a precarious foothold, as long as they
(meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers( have
the health and strength to add to the daily incyeasing
wealth of the man who is lord of this domain (meaning
thereby the said Abram g, Hewitt ). He (meaning there-
by the said Abram S. Hewitt) is indeed as mich 2 lord

thereby

as any on the British isles; he (meaninghthe said Abram
g. Hewitt) is even more, for between him (meaning there
by the said Abram g, Hewitt) and his tenants there ex-
ists no matual affection and obligation inherited froﬁ

remote ancestors; in the eyes of this American lord
(meaning thereby the saild Abram S. Hewitt ) the obliga-
tion is entirely on one side, the side of the unfortu-
nate who gives 211 that is in him for the privilege of
being treated like a Seo

This remarkable estate on the shores of Gre enywo
wood Lake consisted of 22,000 acres, and 1s what 1is ‘
known as Ringwood, a property which combines at once a
greét.in&ustry and a gentleman's coﬁntry seat {(meaning
thereby the said estate of the said Abram S. Hewitt.)

Originally this estate (meaning the said estate) was

ovmed by a large English family of the name of Ryerson

(meaning thereby the said family of the name ol Ryer-




son), who came across the water with the intention of
jdentifying themselves with American institutions.

They (meaning the said famnily ) did not prosper as they
hoped to, were obliged to mortgage the land that they
(méaning the said family ) had put their money into, and
in course of time were compelled to part with their
property wnder foreclosure. But the man into whose
hands their homes and industries fell was Peter Cooper
and as long as he owned it they (meaning the said fam-
ily ) scarcely knew the difference between what had been
and what was, so beautiful was the relation between
them (meaning the said family ) and the old philanthro-
pist.

The Ryersons (meaning the said family ) were
intelligent, educated people, blood relations of the
same Tanily now so muach respected in Newark and its en-
virons, and there was every reason to believe that
they (meaning the said }amily) wvomld be a pride and
credit to the country of their adoption. Had Peter
Cooper continued in possession this would wmndoubtedly
have been the case, but in course of time the property
went into very different hands, and a very different
policy thenceforth prevailed. To wateh the history of
this Tamily =z2s they descended firom prosperity to mis-
fortune, from misfortune to pauperism, from pauperism
to absolute slavery, is as sad a task as one could

undexr take .

In an o0ld dilapidated hut on the edge of the

lake, just beyond Cooper Station, dwells one of the




last of the Ryersons (meaning of the said family ).
LBoards, thinly covered with whitewash, consti-

tuted the frame work of the building, the inside of

which the poor people have vainly tried to improve

with paper, Although the structure is but a low hut
at best, consisting of but one room, the upper part was
obliged to be partitioned off by a thin flooring, this
furnishing all that there could be in the way of a
sleeping apartment. It was merely a shelf, with bunks
for the accommodation of the sleepers, and was reached
through a hole in the boards by means of a movable
ladder. The main room was carpetless, and had for

furni ture only a table, a wooden couch and a few poor

chairs.
The cooking stove stood outside the door, and

any thing more forlorn than is this hut which shelters

human beings can scarcely be imagined. No man vwith a

soul, however poor and unfortunate he might be, could

envy poor Ryerson (meaning the said member of the saiad
family ) and his family this habitation. And yet time

and again has he (meaning as last aforesaid) been order-

ed to move away.

The riches that have made him (meaning as las%t

aforesaid) poor have grown ashamed of his wretched

house. It is an eyesore on the beautiful grounds

handy by, It interferes with a plan for having a pire-

nic grove and beer garden in the vieinity. He (mean-




and branded as a bad character because he will not
surrender the home of himself and his children. He is
there now living under a threat that he will be thr own
out bodily when the rich firm (meaning the said copart-
nership of Cooper & Hewitt) gets ready to do so. He

(meaning +the said member of the said Ffamily ) has offer-

ed to go out for a compensation of $50, but has been

told that it would be cheaper for them (meaning the
said copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt) to throw him
out .

There he (meaning the said member of the said

Pamily ) stands today, driven to bay, and only holding

his little place with that strength which nature gives

to every man who is crowded by the strong . ot a shoe
nor a stocking was on either the poor Ffellow (me aning &
as last aforesaid) or his wife when the reporter called
and as for their clothing, it was almost threadbare.
Sometimes the man {(meaning as last aforesaid) had work-
ed at the iccshouse, a Llittle further up the lake, but

he/ (meaning as last aforesaid) could never get any

cash for his labor. He (meahing as last aforesaid)

e

had to deal at either"the store" which is kept at the

village of Hewitt, or in the one at the village of Ringe-
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wood, both of which are kept by the lord of the domain
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(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt, and meaning by mat-
ters aforesaid referring to the said family of Ryersaon

that by his conduct in the management and control of

said estate and by his avarice he the said Abram S.

HGWit# had driven the said family of Ryerson to pauper-
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jism and slavery ). It is the only place where they

(meaning the said family), with the others {(meaning the
others of said workmen and laborers) could obtain their
Pood without the risk of being discharged, and, as aie
of the workmen (meaning one of the sald workmen ang'la—
borers) remarked, “Ythe boss always takes care thaﬁ We
come out even" (meaning thereby that the szaid AbbarmmSs.
Hewitt took care that his lazborers and employes should
at all times be indebted to the full extent of their
wages so that no money was ever paid them, and this by
indirect and improper means ). How this 1little écﬁeme
is worked will be explained in a subsequent ariticle.
It is ingenious, even if it 1s vicious.

The laws of New Jersey now forbid an employer
raying his employe in anything but cash, but at Ring-
wood (meaning on the said estate) it always happens ﬁhﬁ
that the employe is in debt to the store, so when he
(meaning the laborer and workman of said Abram S. Hew-
itt ) receives his money he ( meaning as last aforesaid)
is immediately invited to turn it back to his employer
(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt ) and invariably walks
out with his pockets empty (meaning thereby that he the

said Abram S. Hewitt had been in the practice of crim-
inally violating the laws of the State of New Jersey |
forbidding an employer from paying his. emploe in any=-
thing but cash).

It will be seen that by this system—--the lowest

LI

wages at best, the store machinery by which whatever is

earned goes direetly backiagain,‘and the pigpens which
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are called houses and have 10 serve as shelter—--that

the calculation is to get a man's labor for thé‘bare

price of his subsistence, and the most beggarly sub-

sistence at that (meaning thereby that the said Abrén
S. Hewitt by his methods in‘operqtion on said estate

intended and calculated to obtain Ffrom his employes

their sefvices for little and wholly inadequate recom—

rense ).

Compare this with the public- spirited methods
of Pullman, McCormick and Sprague, where each man is
helped and encouraged to earn his own home, where the

best sanitary arrangements and the most inviting little

villages are the order of the day, and where each pret-
ty cottage has not only ample room and nice furniture,
but even a piano at times!? Think of the happy colo-
nies called into existence by men of no undue saintli—

ness, men of merely good, sound, business sense, and a

L nl LT S P R .-

natural desire to see human beings in a state of com-

fort rather than misery; think of what can be acecome-

P T

plished by a modicum of unselfishness, or call it en-

lightened selfishness if you will, the better work %o
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be obtained from those who are happy and hopeful; c ot~

v ar

template this and then turn to the degraded beings who

and
make up what is known as Cooper & Hewitt (meaning

S

Ay
G

thereby the workmen and laborers of the said Abram S.

Hewitt ) .

No churches, no schools, the children unable

even to read and write, and the Ffathers and mothers not

.much better off; without hope, ambition, education,
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why are they (meaning the said laborers and workmen:

and their families) one whit more enviable than slaves?

They ( meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers )

have legal rights it is true; theoretically they

(meaning thereby the said laborers and vorkmen ) are

masters of their own bodies, but Practically they

(rmeaning thereby the said workmen and laborers ) are

not, for all manhood has been crushed out of them

L

(meaning thereby +the said workmen and laborers); they

(meaning thereby the said laborers and workmen ) have

almost ceased to feel. They (meaning thereby the

said laborers and workmen 3 have no means to build their

Ovm houses, while the land they (meaning thereby the

said laborers and workmen )stand on could not be bought

at any price, so that they (meaning thereby the said

laborers =zna workmen ) can never bhe any thing that savors

of the faintest proprietorship-~that boon so sweet to

the American Soul. Sprague encouraged and aided his

employes to own their own homes, but the magter of

Ringwood (meaning thereby the saig Abram S, Hewitt )
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I R N T ST P Liea Wl [ e
LA 0 S AL A R R

R ek S

would rather part with one of his fingers than a foot

of his land (meaning ther

eby that the said Abram S. Hews
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itt by his avarice ang cupidity had reduced his labor-
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ers and workmen to a condition of absolute Penury,

their manhood destroyed and themselves deprived of
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ery means of bettering their condition). |
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Not alone this but the tenants (meaning

s

thereby
the said workmen and laborers ) have not even a lease.

They (meaning thereby the said laborers and workmen )
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are simply tenants at sufferance. Let thenl‘peaning
thereby the laborers and workmen) dare to disagree with
their masters (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt

and the said copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt) and

eviction follows a2t once. One young fellow (meaning

thereby one of the said workmen and laborers) who re—

fused to work on a Sunday, was ordered Peremptorily

out of his house on that very day (ﬁmaning thereby that

the said last mentioned workman and laborer hacd been

evicted from his dwelling on the Sabbath for refusing

to perform labor on that day). The truck system at the

store leaving them (meaning the said laborers and work-

men )absolutely without money, and the +enant sufferancé
system, which admits of eviction at any moment, places
the poor people (meaning thereby the said workmen and
laborers) entirely at the mercy of their masters
(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt and the said copart -
nership of Cooper & Hewitt ). They (meaning the saidi
laborers and workmen ) have not the abmlity to Tree

themselves from this tyranny. It is simply a2 case

where a maximum amount of labor is RAFRXRER recompensed

by a minimum wage, paid in soods sold by the firm of
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employers (meaning the said copartnership of Cooper &

g
P,

Hewitt ) at maximum prices, of which firm this Abram S.
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Hewitt (meaning thereby the said Abram S.'Hewitt) is a

menber, (meaning thereby that the said lzborers andg
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workmen were recompensed for their labors by grossly

inadequate wages and that these wages were praid to them

in goods sold by the saig copartnership of Cooper &




laws of the said State of Nevw Jersey), Mr. Hewi+tt

(meaning thereby the saig Abr am S.'Hewitt), however,

does not confine hisg attentions merely +tqg

he (meaning thereby the saig Abram S. Hewitt ) gets men

t0 work for him (thereby Meaning the saigqg Abram S, m

itt) for a living,’

's Property to agg t o his(@hereby Meaning the sajig

Abram S.'Hewitt'sJ'already Pretty well Swollen estate

(therenhy Meaing that he ihe Said Abr om S. Hewitt wag

Surveyor who man-

Ough aceident oxr design, to rake in halse

/ a dozen neighboring

» the titlegs to Which date

e el L, -

back nearly g hundreg Years (thereby Meaning +that the

ins

am S, Hewitt for the puw
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fights hard, and the Croesus (meuning thereby the said
Abram S. Hewitt ) has been worsted in almost every one
of these struggsles. Thomas Storms, who has owned for
many
NP years, and through his ancestors since 18086, the
pretty bit of land in Greenwood Lake (meaning thereby
the said lake) known as Storms'Island, told me his tale
with his fzce all aglow—-how Ringwood's owner (meaning
thereby the said Abram é; Hewitt ) swooped down upon
him in a night as it were, took possession of his ten-
ant and supposed all was well till Storms flew into tﬁe
courts, valiantly fought it out, and now owns the prop-
orty above question.

It was quite an exciting event, particularly
on that night when the usurper (meaning thereby the
said Abram S. Hewitt ) tried to run in, under cover of
the darkness, an undisputed tenant of his own in place
of the William Morgan who was originally Storms' tenant
but who proved rather shaky under the circumstances.
The new tenant floated down from the north at midnight,
while Mr. Storms awaited him with sheriffs and revolv-
ers, having had a sudden intimation that zsmeawhkak somé—
thing was "up", and before the Ringwood tenant could
plant his great toe on the coveted property Mr. Storms
himself had entered bag and baggage;' There seems to

be a wonderful uvnanimity of opinion in the courts about

these matters. Every case has been decided in favor

. of the disturbed party and against Ringwood (thereby

nwaning'the said Abram S. Hewitt).

This greed for what does not belong to him
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(meaning thereby the saig Abram S. Hewitt) is only
equaled by'his (thereby meaning the said Abram S, Hew-
itt's) reluctance to part with an inch of his own, evén
to what would seem to be one of the wisest and best of
enterprises, and which he (meaning thereby the saig
Abram S, Hewitt ) hag virtually pledged himself to.

Take for example the children's hospital that was part -
ially erected on the Ringwood estate and whose melan- |
choly walls are still standing to tell +the tale of |
man's cupidity (meaning thereby the said worthy project
for the erection of ga charitable institution on the
said estate), This building (meaning thereby the said
Proposed iﬁstituﬁion) vas suggested by the churech P eo -
Ple of Newark who contributed without regard to sect |
t0 so charitable an Object, a committee (meaning the
said persons so having charge of the saig projeect ) hav-
ing obtained from tho owner of Ringwood (meaning there;
by the said Abram S;'Hewitt) carte blanche to place thé
building (meaning thereby the said Prorosed institution}
on his (meaning thereby the Said Abram S. Hewitt's)
land. Certainly they (meaning thereby the saig pers

Sons having charge of the said Project for the erection

Of the said charitable institution) should have the

land, they

everything, was what the deludeqg

committee (meaning thereby the saig Persons having

charge of the Project) understood,

S0 Van Campen Tayior Was,engaged as architect,
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$8000 was raised, and the good work (meaning the erec-—
tion of the said institution) begun, a work which would
enable hundreds of poor, ailing children to grow well
under the healing influence of the breezes from Green-—
wood Lake (thereby meaning the said lake). The master
of Ringwood (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hevditt)
rlaced everything at‘their (meaning thereby the persons
having charge of the said project ) disposal, and they
(fhereby meaning as last aforesaid) accepted the serv-
ices of his men (mean ing thereby the laborers and worﬁ—
mer. of the said Abram S. Hewitt ) to haul the building

materials from the station to the hospital grounds,

a distance of zbout 100 vards. Rapidly the work ProC —

-
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gressed, the summer passed and autumn came, and with it
a bill from the American nobleman (meaning thereby the

said Abram S. Hewitt ) for cartage (meaning thereby that

R R T T

he the said Abram S. Hewitt had deluded and deceived
the said persons so having charge of the saiad pProject
into accepting the services of his laborers and workmen
in the erection of the said proposed institution, they
believing such services had been tendered gratuttously
and had subsequently presented them with a ¢laim for

such services).

The committee (meaning thereby the said persons

having charge of the said project ) was nonplussed, a

meeting was called, the maker of the bill (meaning

thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt ) interviewed, and a

deed of the land (meaning thereby the portion of the

said estate upon which the erection of the said pro-

t *
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posed institution had been commenced ) requested before
the work (meaning thereby the ereciion of the said
institution’ went further, as faith in promises was be-
ginning to be shaken. Indignation on all sides; the
noblemanfmeaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt )
harrified.at the idea of parting with his (meaning
thereby the said Abram S. ¥ewitt's) land; never said,
never thouzht, never dreamed that ne {(meaning thereby
the said Abram S. Hewitt) should give it to them
(meaning thereby for the purposes of the said project
Por the erection of the said proposed institut jon);

but he (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt ) did
mean to have his (meaning thereby he said Abram S.
Hewitt 's )bill For cartase paid. Proceedings came to

a standstill; it was impossible to ask any more contri-
butions under the circumstances, so the committee
(meaning thereby “he pe:sons having charge of the saild
project ) was obliged to request the carpenters (meaning
thereby the cafpenters who had been engaged at work in
the constiruction of the said proposed institution) to
Pile a mechanic's lien to cover the $400 due him.  The
ovner of Ringwood (meaning thereby the said Abram S.
Hewitt ) bought the mechanie's lien in order to satisfy
his (maaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt's) bill
for cartége, anmd in dve time the building in which had
been.invested $8000 (meaning the said institution so

partially erected as aforesaid) came into his (meaning

the said Abram S. Hewitt's) hands, and he (meaning.the

said Abram S. Hewitt) now uses it (mesming thereby the
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7orkmen of the Said Abram S.'Hewitt) in.

Forlorn enough it looks (meaning thereby the Said par-

tially erected institumion) in its

wWith the Wretched buniks

tale, ang the unfini

shteq exterior bearing Witness o

another (thereby Meaning, andg py all

the matter
said libe:l containeg rela

avarice and Bk

end deceitful Conduet wi+th and
toward the Salid persons SO having

« Hewitt) ig
the castie S0 to speak,

the saig Abram g,

where the lopg (meaning thereby

 Hewitt ) lives in Princely style,

There is no sign of Poverty at the Manor house,

no
matter how ¥retched the quarte;

S beyond, I wonder




ant of the flormer owners of the land (meaning thereby
& certain daughter in the saig Tamily of Ryerson), who
1eft her home oné winter's day to spend the night with
two men on top of the mountain, where they had erected
a hut out of boughs for their sinful Purposes. She
emeaning the said daughter) was the daughter of the
sad eyed woman who talked with me so long, and who sauw
her aaushter go forth +o her shame only to receive her
dying of her injuries on her return, the hut having
taken fire and burned +the girl (meaming the saja daugh~
ter) sc that she could not live. It is a horrible |
tale, but who jisg responsible for +this degradation, foi
this ignorance which leads to vice, this wvice that
leads to ecrime 9 Certainly not the POOr parents, who
are worked and fed andg sheltered like so many cattle,
who are allowed no hope this side the grave (meaning
thereby that as =a result of the Obpressive, tyrannical
and wicked conduet of the said Abram S. Hewitt toward
his said laborers and workmen and particularly in his
conduct toward the sai& family of Ryerson g condition
Oof immorality existed by reason of' whiech a daughter in
the saia family had come to her death whilst engaged in
a wicked debauch with two men, that for this condition
of morals and the degradation of the Families of his

laborers and workmen he the said Abram S. Hewitt was

wholly responsible )?

The children, Particularly these Ryerson 8hil-

L

dren (meaning thereby the children of the wWorkmen ang

laborers of the sgig Abram,s. Hewitt, and particularly
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those of the saiq family of Ryerson) are born with the
stamp of a superior race on their brows. As children
they are beautiful, with bright sympathetic faces, and
the possibilities of noble manhood and womanhood in
themﬂ' But the deadening effect of this terrible Ring-
wvood poliecy (meaning thereby the conduct of the saig |
Abram  S. Hewitt in the management =2ng operation of the
said estate) soon makes itselrp Telt, and before natural
Proclivities can assert themselves the whole being is
Poisoned and they sink down as dull and ignorangs ana
hopeless as their parents before them (meaning th ereby
that the conduct of the said Abram S. Hewit+t in the
management and operation of the said estate and his

treatment Of his workmen and la borers and their famil-~

of the said Abram S. Hewitt demoralized and depraved,
their whole beings poisoned and themselves rendered
dull ignorant and hopeless ).

In the mean time the author of their miseries
(meaning thereby the saig Abram S. Hewitt) enjoys the
distinetion of his superb summer ‘home (meaning thereby

the said estate), rides to town on a railroad which he

practiqally owns, and begins work in New York before

an admiringwmublic.f He'(meaning thereby the said

Abram S. Hewitt ) refuses to put the American flag at

half mast ag a mark of respect to a dead foreign ruler
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{(who died more in sympathy with our institutions than
the man who refused to raise the flag),but on the same
day he (meaning thereby the said Abram S, Hewitt) pla-

*

ces his railroad and the railroad's steamer on Green-
wood Lake (meaning the said lake) at the disposal of
the loathesome Duke of Marlborough, whth whose bride

he (meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt) as Mayor alter—

ward had the famous kissing scene in the City Hall.

——————————to the pgreat scandal, injury and disgrace of
the said.Abram S. Hewitt, to the evil example of all
others in like case offending, against the form of the
statute in such case made and provided, and against
the peace of the People of the State of New York and
their dignity.

JOHN R. FELLOWS,

District Attorneye.
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COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK.

B P R T R Y T b iy A g ey, .

The People of the State of New York

against

Robert P. Porter and Herbert L.

Bridgman,

*t &% 4% 80 49 W 0% w9 8 g

e —————_——---—-—
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The grand Jury of +the City and County of Wew
York by this indietment accuse Robert P. Porter and
Herbert L;'Bridgman'oi‘the crime of Libel, committed

as follows:

The said Robert P. Porter, late of the City of

New York, in the County of New York aforesaid, and
the salid Herbert L. Bridgman late of the same place,
being persons of an envious, evil and wicked mind andg
of most malicious disposition, and wickedly, malici~-

cusly and unlawfully minding, contriving and contending

(as much a5 in them lay) to injure, oppress, aggrieve

and vilify the good name, fame, credit and reputation

of Abram S< Hewitt, a good, peaceable and worthy eciti-

\

zen of this State, and then being the Mavor of the

sazd City of New York, and also as well the proprletor

and. owner of certain lands and real property situated
on the shores of a certain lake ih.the'State of’ New

Jersey composing an estate known as Rlngwood as also

a'member of a certain busmness copartnership doing

witt
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and also a member of a certain other business copart-
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nership doing business in and by the firm name and

style of The Greenwood L.ake Ice Conpany, and employing

in the management and operation of the said estate

and in the carrying on of his business large numnbers

of workmen and 1éborers, and to bring him, said Abram
S;'Heyitt into public scandal, hatred, infamy, contempt
and disgrace, and to cause it to be believed that he
the said Abram S. Hewitt in the management and opera-

.

tion of the said estate called Ringwood and in the

carrying on of his private business had been guilty of
‘cruelt v and cruel conduct toward the workmen and la-
borers in his employ and had most inadequately compeﬁ—
sated his said laborers and workmen for their labors |
in his behalf and had paid to them much less than
their labors were reasonably worth and muach less than
they were justly entitled to receive therefor and that

he the said Abram S. Hewitt was then engaged in harsh

and cruel practices, and pursued and operated a system

of wicked, oppressive and unjust tyranny, exaction,
and wage slavery in the conducet and m anagement of the
said estate and in his treatment of the said workmen

and laborers in his employ enuring to their great det—~

- \

riment and prejudice and to the personal pecuniary ad-

vantage of himself the said Abram S, Hewitt, and was

so wmjust and oppressive in his conduct in the manage-
ment and operation of the said estate and toward.his_'

said'workmen.and laborers, and so greedy and avaricious




that many of the said'worknmn.and laborers had been
from time to time reduced fram a condition of ordinary
comfort to one of absolute pauperisnxand.slavery, and
whereby their manhood had been destroyed and all feel-
ing of hope and ambition entirely erushed, and furthe;
that by such conduct and by his avarice he the said

Abr an S}?Hewitt had driven a certain family of the

nanme of Ryerson, formerly in easy circumstances and
comfort, to pauperism and slavery, that in the treatment
of his employes he the said Abram.S)'Hewitt had been
guilty of 2 criminal violation of the laws of the State
of New Jersey forbidding an employer from paying his
employe in anything but cash, that he the said Abram
S;'Hewitt had at divers times unlawfully attempted to
obtain the possession and ovnership of real property
bordering upon his said estate by mnlawful and frauvdud
ient means and without any proper consideration and ‘
by false and fraudulent surveys made by his direction
and procurement, and further thatlp by reason of his
greed and avarice and by fraud and deception on his

i Pomrrs A DI K, G

part,g,certain wqrthy project for the erection of a
charitable institution on the said estate and his de-
ceitful conduct with and toward the persons having
charge of the said project, the objects thereof had
been defeated and a large sum of money which had been

expended in the erection of the said proposed insti-

tution entirely lost from its intended puvrpose and hkad-

passedend the said institution partially erected had
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come into the hands and possession of him the said
Abram S. Hewitt as & result of his avarice and cupidity,
MWN{ . .

that as—a~xogurlks of his oppressive, tyrannical and

wicked conduct towards his said laborers and workmen,

and particularly in his conduct toward the said family
named Ryerson, & condition of jmmoyr ality existed by—re&

MSM;M MJ‘*W e m--r‘:?'-“-“-“— ,a-—f":hl = o IMB. = R

sox-of which a daughter in the said family of Ryerson

had come to her death wh:.lst engaged in a wicked de-
- RS0, USRS N A Y -r\g PPN W &ai&-ﬂ‘-‘“"

baﬁﬁl with two men, and %hat the cond.uct of him the
said Abram S. Hewitt in his private affairs and busin-
ess was such as +hat an exposure of the same to the ‘
public would result in a logs of all confidence and
osteem on their part toward him ard a distrust of his
sincerity and worthiness, on the twenty-ninth day of
July in the year of our Lord one thousaz‘ld eight hundred
and eighty-eight, a3t the City and County aforesaid,
of their gx"eat hatred, malice and 111 will toward the
said Abram S..' Hewitt, daid unlawfully, wickedly and ma-
liciously p;'int and publish, and cause and procure 'to~
be printed and published, in a certain newspaper and

publi cation, published in the said City of New York,

and entitled The FPress, 24 certain false, scandalous,
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malicious a:nd defamatory libal, of and concerning the
said Abram Se Hew:z.tt and of and concernmg the mat—

ters aforesaid, containing the false, scandalous, ma«-

1icious, defamatory and libelous words and matt ers

-

following, of and concerning the said Abram S. Hewitt,

and the matters aforesaid, that is to say:

1
i
i .

1
. ol L T A G AT e g T TLE AL ST I L L L AL VLT ETESY e PR K e LT




CRUELTY AT RINGWOOD. (Thereby meaning that he the
said Abram S. Hewitt had been guilty of cruelty and
cruel conduct in the management and operation of his
said estate called Ringwood)

Avarice of a High Official Drives a Toble Pamily to
Pauperism and Slavery. (Thereby meaning that he the
said Abram S. Hewitt by his avarice had driven a mnoble
family, to wit, the said family of the name  of Ryerson,
to paup erism and slavery .')‘-

PITTANCE FOR LABOR. (Thereby meaning that he the said
Abram S. Hewitt had i1l and most inadequately compen-—
sated divers persons employed as workmen and laborers.
by him in and upon his said estate for their labors
and services in his behalf and has paid to such per-—
sons for their labors and servieces much less than 'tl;_e
same were reasonably worth and much less than such
persons were by Treason thereof entitled to receive
therefor.)

A Man who Preaches Philanthropy Reveling in Harsh and
Cruel Practices. (Thereby meaning that he the said
Abram s..' Hewitt was at the time of the publication of
the said 1libel and had been for a long time prior
thereto engaged in harsh and cruel practices in the
management and operation of his said estate and that so
engaging therein was a source of pleasure and grati-
fication to hims') |

His Greed Stops a Noble Work. (Meaning thereby that

the greed of him the said Abram S. Hewitt had camsed

LN - . [P TR S,
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" the stoppage of the worthy and charitable project
aforesaid:)
Promulgating Doctrines concerning the Glorious Repub-
lic, He Manages his Estate in a Monarchial and Despotic
Manner--Practice at War with Theory. (Meaning thereby
that wﬁile pretending to hold doectrines and theories

in comformity with principles of freedom and justice
and a democratic form of government he the said Abram

S. Hewitt managed his said estate in an entirely dif-

Ferent manner and in a monarchial and despotice way:>‘

"I am as much opposed to tyranny on the paft of
capitalists as on the part of workmen. I am ready
to denounce such tyranny in either case, and when a
positive injury is shown I am as ready to make an ap=-
peal to the public for redress in one case as in the
other}"

So wrote Mayer Hewitt of this eity {thereby
meaning the said Abram.S;'Hewitt) on Thursday last in
reply to a letter sent him (meaning the said Abram S.
Hewitt ) by Workingman Hurley. The Press (meaning the
said newspaper and publication) is glad to hear such
words from Mr. Hewitt (meaning the said Abram S.
Hewitt ). So will be his (meaning the said Abram S.
Hewitt's ) own workingmen, whom he (meaning the said
Abram S;'Hewitt) has cursed with a system of slavery

both obnoxious and unjust—--men whom in his (neaning

the said Abram S. Hewitt's) thiprst for wealth he (mean-

ing the said Abram S. Hewitt ) has ground down until
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their lives have been robbed of both hope and ambition.
It may be hard to believe that there is in the con-
duect of this professedly charitable personage a Hyde
as grasping and oppressive as is the Jekyll mild and
amiable, who sends forth such unctuoug letters full

of manliness and of kindly feelings from the Mayor's
chagr (thereby meaning zg:the the said Abram S;'Hewitt
in ;he conduct and management: of his said estate and
in his private and business life was entirely differ-
ent from and unliike himself in his conduct as such ‘
Mayor of the said city and in the discharge of his of-
fPicial duties, and the utterance and expression of
sentiments and views, as well verbally as by written
communi catiolns, and that though occupying the position
of a professedly charitable and kindly person and
sPeaking worthy sentiments while acting as such Mayor
and to the public and people in general, in truth and
reality, in his private and business life and in the

conduct and management of his said estate and in the

treatment of his workmen and laborers, he the said
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Abram S. Hewitt was most greedy and avarieious, and so

unjust and oppressive that many of his workmen and la-

borers had been fronztim@ to time reduced from a con~

Gt

dition of ordimary comfort to one of absolute pauperism
and slavery and whereby their manhood been destroyed
and all feeling of hope and ambition entirely crushed)e.

And yet to The Press (thereby meaning the said news~-

b

paper and publication) has come information that almost
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seemed incredible in view of the sanctimonious garb
in which this companionable gentleman (meaning the
said Abram S. Hewitt ) promenaded before the public.

It was hard to believe that the man who sent
forth such a piteous appeal for aid for a workman whom
he considered had been wronged (meaning the said Abram
S. Hewitt ) was himself profiting from a tyranny to
which his own workmen are being subjected. And yet
sueh is the fact (thereby meaning that the said Abram
S. Hewitt was at the time of the publication of the
sald libel receiving pecuniary benefit as a result of
most injurious, oppressive and tyrannical conduet on
his part in the treatment of his workmen and laborers ).:'
The charges which were sent to The Press (meaning the
said newspaper and publication) have been carefully
investigated. Under the guise of a man seeking em-
rloyment one of its reporters has been over +the gr01;nd
has mixed 1n with the workmen, has seen for himself the
system of grinding exactién and of petty tyranny to
which they subjected, and has found a thorough confir~
mation of all the stories which connected the name of‘
the aspirant for Gubernatorial honors with one of the
most vicious systems of wage slavery that exists on the
continent today (meaning thereby that a person aecting
on behalf of the said newspaper and publication had
visited the said estate of the said Abram S. Hewitt,

and had in the character and guise of an applicant for

employment gained a personal knowledge of the method.é.
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used by the saild Abram.S.'Hewitt in the copnduct and
management of the sald estate and had obtained personal
and absolute xnowledge that 2 most wicked, oppressive
and unjust s&stenxof crinding exaction and petty
tyranny and wage slavery enuring to the detri
prejudice of the workmen "and laborers of the said

Abram S. Hewitt employed on the said estate and 1O his

personal pecunialXy advantage was in vogue and opera-

tion by his own act, procurement opnd sufference).

PHRXERAXNEBX T+ may have been modesty that has hith—
erto deterred Mayor Hewitt {(meaning tnereby the said

Abram S. Hewitt in his official capacity as sueh Mayor)

from denouncing Abram 5. Hewitt of the £irm of Booper
& Hewitt (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt in
his private affairs and business and as a member of
the said business copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt )

for the way in which their employes (meaning the work-

men. and laborers in the employ of the said copartner-
ship of Cooper & Hewitt ) have been treated. Mayor
Hewitt (thereby mesning the said Abram é:

nis official capacity as sueh Mayor) has always been
extremely careful to draw the line which divided his

officialism.from.his individuality, but now that The

Press (meaning the said newspaper and publication)
will make known some of the doings of one of the pro-

b

prietors of creenwood and of the rirm of the Greenwood

Lake Ice Company (thereby meaning +he said Abram Se

~ Hewitt in his private and business 1ife ) Mayor Hewitt
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(meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt as such
Mayor as aforesaid) will be more at liberty to lash
with his trenchant pen Mr. Abram S. Hewitt (thereby
meaning the said Abrgm S. Hewitt in his private and
business life) and to intimate to that gentleman (there
by meaning as last aforesaid) that no man can pursue a
course which he (thereby meaning as last aforesaid)
has been doing and retain the confidence of the public
(thereby meaning that he the said Abram S. Hewitt had
been guilty of such conduct in his private affairs and
business as that an exposure of the same to the public
would result in a loss of all confidence and esteem on
their part toward him and a distrust of his sincerity
and worthiness).

Today The Press (meaning thereby the said news-
paper and publication) will publish what is mainly a
historical review of the case in order that 1t may
be properly understood. Should Mayor Hewitt (thereby
meaﬁing the said Abram S. Hewitt as such Mayor ) be
unwilling o believe that Abram S. (thereby meaning the
said Abram S;'Hewitt) was the guilty party The Press
(thereby meaning the said newspaper and publication )
will bring such rpoof forward in the matter as will of
necessity carry convietion to everybody. It will
assist Mayor Hewitt (thereby meaning the said Abram Se
Hewitt as such Mayor ) to redress the tyranny of the

capitalist, and it will begin with a subjeet of which ix¢

(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt) has a personal




knowledge and a profitable one.
When justice has been done the workingmen

(meaning thereby the'work&mn.and laborers of the said
Abram S. Hewitt ), when they (meaning thereby the said
workmen and laborers) are paid wages promptly and in
cash, when the truck system of all trash and little
cash from the firm's store (meaning thereby the store
of the said copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt on the
said estate) has bsen abolished, when oppressive land-
lordism (meaning thereby the system of tenaney in opeé—
ation on the said estate) has been wiped out, when
men whose only crime is that they are the possessors
of little holdings that excite the cupldity of firms
powerful in politics and in wealth (meaning thereby
persons owning property bordering on the said estate)
are allowed to 1ive.in reace, thah and not +till then,
will The Press (meaning thereby the said newspaper ard
publication) cease in its efforts.

Within fifty miles of the City of New York
(meaning thereb& on the said estate of the said Abram
S. Hewitt called Ringwood) there exists a condition
of affairs quite as degraded as the worst presented by
Ireland, continental Europe or China--a state of m®faxs
affairs right under our American flaé~which rivals the
miseries of down-trodden Ireland and the wretchedness

of the European.éeasantry;' To how many of the light

hearted wanderers who frequently enjoy the charms of

that beautifully sequestered spot known as Greenwood
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Lake, that favored body of water whose waves lap the
shores of two States, bidding farewell to the Jersey
side even as they greet New York-~(thereby meaning the
said lake upon the shores of Whiéﬂ the said estate is
situated) to how many men and WOmMen, watching the play
of light and shadow on that mountain embosomed, sun
kissed ligquid jewel, has there ever come an intimation
of.the dark shadow lying just beyond those shores %
(meaning thereby the cruelty and oppressive and tyran-
nical conduct of the saild Abram S. Hewitt in the con-
duet and management of the said estate ) ?

Yet ﬁhe.same hours whiech have chronicled the
meryry song and the gay laugh of the young men and
maidens on Greepﬁood Lake Bmeaning thereby the said
lake) have jﬁst as surely chronicled the many sighs,
the bitter tears, of a group of people who are scarcely
less in bondage than the antebellum southern slaves
(meaning thereby the workmen and laborers of the said
Abr am S: Hewitt on the said estate);' Possibly the
bondage is even more frightfﬁl in the sight of heaven,

for once these men (mean:.ng thereby the said workmen
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and laborers ) knew mnot only freedom but manhood, while
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now they (meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers)

have been ground down to a point where mere subsistence
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is there only expectation (thereby meaning that he the

g S e
e e T
Ae -;I‘_.'::‘l_-!"' -
oy T

said Abram S. Hewitt in the conduct and management

! of the said estate and in the treatment of his said

il laborers and workmen used a system soO unjust and op=—
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pressive and was so greedy and avaricious in his meth-
ods that his said laborers and workmen had been placed
in 2 condit ion where they were able to obtain a mere
existence and nothing more)e

Yet the ancestors of these wretched people
(meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers ) were
at one time sole owners of the land on which now they
(meaning thereby +the said workmen and lzborers ) are
allowed only a precarious foothol@t, as long as they
(me aning thereby the said workmen and laborers) have
the health and sirength to add to the daily increasing
wealth of the man who is lord of this domain (meaning
thereby the said Abram S'.' Hewitt ). He {(meaning there
by the said Abram S. Hewitt) is indeed as much a lord
as any on the ijj.tish isles; he (meaning ihereby the
said Abwram .S‘.'-' Hewitt ) is even more, for between him
(meaning thereby the said Abram S..' Hewitt ) and 1"lis
tenants there exists no mutual affection and obligation
inherited from remote aﬁcestors; in the eyes of this
American lord (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hew-
itt ) the obligation 1s entively on one .side, t he sid.e; |
of the unfortunate who gives all that is in him for
the privilege of being ‘-trea-te‘_d like a doge.

This remarkable estate on the shores of Green~-

wood  Lake consisted of 22,000 acres, and is what is
known as Ringwood, a property which combines at once

a great industry and a gentleman's country seat (mean-

ing thereby the said estate of the said Abram S. Hew-
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itt)e Originally this estate (meaning the said es-
tate) was owned by a large English family of the na:;Le
of Ryerson (meaning thereby the said family of the name
of Ryerson), who cazme across the water with the inten~
tion of identifying themselves with American ins-bi'bu—‘
tions. They (meaning the said family) did not prosp <.ar
as thev hoped to, were obliged to mortgage the land
that they (meaning the said family) had put t heir
money into, and in course of time were compelled to
part with their prop erty under foreclosure. But the
man into whose hands their homes and industries fell
was Peter Cooper and as long as he ovned it they
(meaning the said family ) SCarcely knew the differ—
ence between what had been and what was, SO beautiful
was the relation between them ( meaning the said fam~

P LY

jly ) and the old Philan®*hropists

]

The Ryersons(meaning the said family)were intellis

hl

gen't. eduecated people,’bloocl relations of the sams family

now so much raspected in Newark and :L'l;s environs jand thee

-

was every reason to believe that they (meaning the said

family ) would be a pride and credit to the country of

their adoPtion7? Had Beter Cooper continued in possession
this would undoubtedly have been the caseybut in course

of time the property went into very different hands ,and

P

a very different policy thenceforth prevai leds To watch

the history of this family as they descended. from pros-—
- ) -.-.."
perity to misfortuneyfrom misforiune to pauperismyfrom




pauperism to absbhute slaverysis as sad a task as one

R

- .

could undertakes

In an old dilapidated hut on the edge of the lake,
just oeyond Cooper Station,dwells one of the last of 't':he
Ryersqns‘.'"(meaning of the said family. )

Boards,thinly covered with whitewash,constituted the
framework of the buildinggthe inside of which the poér
people have vainly tried to improve with paper. Although
the structure is but a low hut at best yconsisting of but
one room,the upper part was obliged to be parbithoned off
by a thin flooring,this furnishing all that theréﬂcould
be in the way of a.sleeping apartment‘i-' It was merely a
| shelf,w::.th bunks for the accommodation of the sleepers,

- and was reached through a hole in the boards by means-o:f‘
~a movable ladder. The main room was carpetless,am had
for furniture only a tableya wooden couch and a few poor

FE

chairs,

The cooking stove stood ocutside the door,and any=

) . - . A
thing more forlorn than is this hut which shelwters

| human beings can scarcely be imag:‘ined-.'{-' No man with a ee-

WY

soul,however poor and unfortunate he might beycould envy

. - poor Ryerson(‘meaning the said member of said family )and
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| his family this habitation. And yet time and again has

-

he (meaning as last aforesaid) been ordered to move away &

The riches which have made him(meaning as last afore

said) poor have grown ashamed of his wretched house. It

is an eyesore on the beaut:.ful grounds handy by. I'b intesn

]

feres with a plan for hav:n.ng a picnic grove and beer

‘£ garden 1n 'bhe Vicln:.tyn He (mean:.ng as last aforesaz.d)
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has been threatened and annoyed and branded as a bad
character because he will not surrender the home of him-
self and his children-.' He is there now living under =
threat that he will be thrown out bodily when the rich
firm (meaning the saiad copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt)
gets ready to do so. He (meaning the said member of the
said family) has offered to go out for the compensation
of $50, but has been told that it would be cheaper for
them (meaning the saia copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt )
to throw him out .."

There he (meaning the said menmber of the said
family ) stands today, driven to bay, and only holding his
little place with that strength which nature gives to
every man who is crowded by the strong-{ Not a shoe
nor a stocking was on either the poor fellow (meaning as
last aforesaid) or his wife when the reporter called,
and as for their clothéng, it was almost threadbare‘."-'
Sometimes the man (meaning as last aforesaid) had worked
at the icehouse, a little furthey up the lake, but he
(meaning as last aforesaid) could never get any cash for
his labor. He (meaning as last aforesaid) had to deal
at either "the store! which is kept at the village of
JHea"v,'.rit'l;, or in the one at the village of Ringwood, both
Of which are kept by the lord of the domain (meaning g;le
said Abram S. Hewitt, and meaning by matters aforesaid
:r-eferri‘ng to the saiad family of Ryerson that by his con-~
duct in the management and control of said estate ang by;
his avarice he the said Abram S. Hewitt had driven the

aifl family of Ryerson to pauperism and slavery ). It is

bhe only place where they (meaning the saidq Tamily), with
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17
he others (meaning the others of said workmen and labor-
ers) could obtain their food without the risk of being‘
discharged, and, as one of the workmen (meaning one of
the said workmen and laborers ) remarked, "the boss al-
ways takes care that we come out even® (meaning theregy
that the said Abram s‘.' Hewitt took care that his labor-
ers and.employes should at all times be indebted to thé
full extent of their wages so that no money was ever
paid them, and this by indirect and improper means)}
How this little scheme is worked will be explained in g
subsequent article. It is ingenious, even if it is
vicious.'

The laws of New Jersey now forbid an employer
raying his employe in anything but cash, but at Ring~-
wood (meaning on the said estate) it always happens éhat
the employe is in debt to the store, so when he (meaning
the laborer and workman of said Abram.S;fHewitt) receive
his money he (meaning as last aforesaid) is immediately
invited to turn it back to his employer (meaning the
said Abram S;'Hewitt) and invariably walks out with his
pockets empty (meaning thereby that he the said Abram S.
Hewitt had been in the Practice of criminally violating
the laws of the State of New Jersey forbidding an em- |
ployer from paying his employe in anything but cashi;

It will be seen'that by this system~—the lowest
wages at best, the store machinery by which éﬁatever is
|earned goes directly back again, and the pigpens which
are called houses and have to Serve as shelter--that the

L

calculation is to get a man's labop for the bare price

of his subsistence,_aﬁd'the most beggarly subsistence
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at that(meaning thereby that the said Abram Se. Hewitt
by his methods in operation on said estate intended

and calculated to obtain from his employes their serv-

]

jeces for little and wholly inadequate recompense ).

Compare this with the public spirited methods
of Pullman, McCormick and Sprague, where each man is

helped and encouraged to earn his own home, where the
inviting

best sanitary arrangements and the most ERXINXRE 1little
villages are the order of the day, and where each pretty

cottage has not only ample room and nice furniture, but

even a piano at times! Think of the happy colomies
called into existence by men of no undue saintliness,men

of merely good, sound, business sense, and a natural de-

L]




sire to see human beings in a state of comfort rather
than misery; think of what can be accomplished by a
modicum of unselfiishness, OY call it enlightened self-
jshness if you will, the better work to be obtained |
fr;nzthose who are happy and hopeful; contemplate this
and then turn to the degraded beings who make up what
is Xnovm as Cooper &nd Hewitd (meaning thereby the
workmen and laborers of the said Abram Se Hewitti{

No churches, no schools, the children unable
even to read and write, and the fathers and mothers
not mach better off; without hope, ambition, education,
why are they (meaning the said laborers and workmen
and their families) one whit more enviable than slaves?
They {meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers )
have legal rights it is true; theoretically they
(meaning thereby the saild 1aborers and workmen ) are
masters of their own bodies, but practically they ;f*
(me aning thereby the aaid workmen and 1aborers ) are
not, for all manhood has been crushed out of them
(meaning thereby the said workmen and laborers); they
(meaning thereby the said laborers and workmen ) have
almost ceased to feel. They (meaning thereby the
said laborers and workmen) have no means to build their
own houses, while the land they {(meaning thereby the
said laborers and workmen ) stand on cowld not be bought
at any px'-ice,'so that they (meaning thereby the said

1aborers and workmen) can never be anything that savors

.of the faintest proprietorship——that boon SO sweet to

- .
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1.

the American soul;' Sprague encouraged and aided his
employes to own their own homes, but the. master of
Ringwood (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewiti )
would rather part with one of his fingers than a foot
of his land (meaning thereby that the said Abram S.
Hewitt by his avarice and cupidity had reduced his
laborers and workmen to a condition of absoluts renury ,
their manhood destroyed and themselves deprived of
every means of bettering their condition).,

Not alone this but the tenants (meaning thereby
the said workmen and laborers ) have not even a 1ease:
They (meaning thereby the said laborers and workmen )
are simply tenants at sufferance. Tet them (meaning
thereby the laborers and workmen) dare to diaagree with
thelr masters (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt
and the said copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt ) and
eviction follows at once.  One young fellow (meaning
thereby one of the said workmen and laborers) who re—
fused to work on a Sunday, was ordered reremptorily ‘
out of his house on that very day (meaning thereby that

the said.last mentioned workman and laborer had been

eviected from his dwelling on the Sabbath for refusing

to perform labor on that day ), The truck system at the-

store leaving them (meaning the said laborers and work-

men ) absolutely without money, and the tenant suffer-

A

ance system, which admits of eviction at any moment,
Places the poor people (meaning thereby the said work-

men and lsborers ) entirely at the merey of their mas-
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and the said co-

h ]

ters (meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt

partnership of Cooper & Hewitt)e They (meaning the

said laborers and workmen ) have not the ability to free

themselves from this tyranny . 1t is simply a case

Where a maximum amount of 1labor is recompensed by 2 min-

imum wage, paid in goods sold by the firm of employers

(meaning the said copartnership of Cooper & Hewitt) at

maximum prices, of which firm this Abram S. Hewitt

(meaning thereby the said Abram S, Hewitt) is a members

(meaning thereby that the said workmen and laborers were

recompensed for their labors by grossly inadequate

wages and that these wages were paid to them in goods

sold by the said coparitnership of Cooper & Hewitt at ex-—

£

tortionate prices and in violation of the laws of the

said State of New Jersey ).".'-' Mr. Hewitt, (meaning there-
by the said Abram s, Hewitt ) however, does not confine ‘
his attentions merely t0 seeing +that he (meaning thereby
the said Abram SI.' Hewitt) gets men to work for him
(thereby meaning the said Abram S‘.' Hewitt ) for a living.

He (meaning thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt )

is always in litigation trying to get hold of somebody

else'’s prop‘erty to add to his (thereby meaning the said

Abram S. Hewitt's) already pretty well swollen estate

(thereby meaning that he the said Abram S Hewi'bf*ﬂas

con'binually attempting to unlawfully obtain the possess-—
ion and ovnership of real property bordering upon his
said estate by unlawful and fraudulent means and with-—

out any proper consideration)s Every little while a

new survey is made by a complaisant surveyor who manages

1
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either tlrough accident or design, to rake in half a

dozen neighboring farms, the titles to which date back

nearly a hundred years (thereby:meaning that he the

said Abram S, Hewitt for the purpose of unlawfully gain-

ing possession'of lands not belonging to himself hag

POsSsession on the Prineciple what money will carry ev-

erything before it Possibly, but the original ovwner

fights hard,

these struggles. Thomas Storms, who has owned for

many years,

Island, told me his tale

with his face al1l aglow—nhoz Ringwood's owner (meaning

thereby the Sald Abram S  Hewitt ) Swooped down wupon

him in a night as it were, took possession of his ten-

ant and supposed all was well ti1l1 Storms flew into the

courts, valiantly fought it out, and now owns the prop-

erty above question.’
It was qulte an exeiting event, particulariy
on that night when the usurper (meaning thereby the

said Abram Se




of the William Morgan who was originally Storms' tenant,
but who proved rather shaky under the circumstances.
The New tenant floated down from the north at midnight,

while Mr’.'" Storms awaited him with sheriffs and revolv-
ers, having had a sudden intimation that something was
ap, " and before the Ringwood tenant could plant his
great toe on the coveted property I‘.’Irl.' St orms ‘himsel £
had entered bag and baggage. There seemes to be a won-
derful uvwnanimity of opinicn in the courts zbout these
matters. Every case has been decided in favor of the
disturbed party and against Ringwood (thereby meaning
the said Abram S..' Tewitt ).

This greed for what does not belong to him

(mean‘iﬁg thereby the said Abram S. Hewitt) is only equal
ed by his (thereby meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt's)
reluctance to part with an inch of his own, even to
what would seem to be one of the wisest and best of
enterprises, and which he (meaning thereby the said
Abram S. Hewitt) had virtually pledged himself to.
Take for example the children's hospital that was par-
tially erected on the Ringwood estate and whose melan;
choly walls are still standing to tell the tale of maxi's
Jeupidity (meaning thereby the said worthy projecy for.
the erection of a charitable institution on the said
estate-,)'.' This building (meaning thereby the said
proposed institution) was suggested by the churech people
of Newark who contributed without regard to sect to so

charitable an object, a committee (meaning the said

persons S0. having charge of the said prd;j ect) having
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Obtained from the owner of Ringwood (meqning thereby the

said Abram S, Hewitt ) 8arte blanche to place the build-

ing (meaning thereby the saig proposed institution) on

his (meaning thereby the saig Abram S. Hewitt's) land.

Certainly they

e€said) should have his
(thereby meaning the said Abram S.'Héwitt’s)-gssistance,

anything, everything, was what the deludeq committee

(meaning thereby the saig bPersons having charge of the

said project ) understood,’

S0 Van Campen Taylor was engaged as architect,

$8000 was raised, and the good work (meaning the erec~—

tion of the said institution) begu n, a work which would

enable hundreds of poor,

ailing children to grow well

under the healing influence of the breezesg from Green-

wood Lake (thereby meaning the s

aid lake ) The mastey

",

"Hewitt ) +o haul the bui;dr

g materials from the station to the hospi tal grounds,
. distance of about




Said Abram S. Hewitt) for cartage (meaning thereby that
he the said Abram S+ Hewitt haq deluded and dece

»

such services).

The committee (meaning thereby the saig per —
SOns having charge of the said project) was nonplussed

the maker of the bill (me aning
thereby the saig Abram 8.

a meeting was called

?

Hewitt ) interviewegd

institut ion went further

as faith in Promises was bhe-~
ginning to be shaken.

Indignation on all sides; the
nobleman (meanlng thereby the saig Abram S.

Hewitt )

horrified at the idea of barting with his (meaning
thereby the said Abram S.

Hewitt 's) land

never said,
never thought,
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butions under the cireumstances, so the committee
fnxeaning thereby the persons having charge of the said
project) was Obliged to request the carpenters (meaning
thereby the carpenters who had been engaged at work in
the construection of the saig proposed institution))

file a mechaniec's lien to cover the $400 due him.

his {(meaning thereby the said Abram S'." Hewitt ) bill for
cartage, and in due time the BXX¥ building in which had
been invested $8000 (meaning the said instityut ion so
partially erected as aforesaid) came into his (meaning
the said Abram S Hewit+ 's) hands, and he (meaning the
said Abram S. Hewitt ) now uses it (meaning thereby the
sald partially ereeted institution) to store avay a
certain batceh of his empl oy es (meaning thereby the
laborers and workmen of the saig Abram S-." Hewitt ) in.

Forlorn enough it looks (meaning thereby the said par-

another (thereby meaning, and by all the matters in the

said libel contained relating to the saig Project for
the erection of the said charitable institut ion that he

the said Abram S. Hewitt, by his greed and avarice

e N R S ST S g Mg

and fraud and deception ang deceitful conduct with ang -

toward the saig Persons so having charge of the said

Project had caused the objects thereof to be defeated
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and a large sum of money expended in the partial erec-—

tion of the saiqg proposed institution entirely lost

from its intended burpose and had as a result of his

avarice and cupidity gotten into his hands and PosSsesg-—

h |

ion the said institution so rartially erected as afore

said).

In the centre of this vast estate (meanlng

thereby the said estate of the said Abram S, Hewitt )

is the castle, so to Speak, where the lord (meaning

no matter how wretched the quarters beyond. I wonder

do the women of that householgd (meaning thereby the

household of the said Abram Se Hewitt ) ever think of %

that poor, depraved girl, a Ryersdn and direct descend-

and who saw

her daughter go forth to her shame only to receive her

dying of her Injuries on her return, the hut having tak-

en flre and burned the girl (meaning the said daughter )

80 that she could not llve._ It is a horrible tale,

but who is responsible for this degradation, for thig

ignorance which leads to vice,

this viee thatlf leads +o




crime 2 Certainly not +the Pooxr parents, who are worked
and fed and shel tered lé.ke SO0 many cattle, who are al-
lowed no hope this side the grave (meaning thereby 'thz;.t
as a result of the oppressive, tyrannical and wicked
conduct of the said Abram S'.' Hewitt toward his. said la-
bdrers and workmen and particularly in his conduct mn;ﬂ
toward the said family of Ryerson a condition of immor-
ality existed by reéson of which a daughter in the

said family had come to her death whilst engaged in a
wicked debauch with two men, that for this condition of
morals and the degradation of the families of his 1abor:g_;
ers and workmen he the said Abram Sj;‘f Hewitt was wholly ‘
responsible )‘i’

The children, particularly these Ryerson child-
ren (meaning thereby the children of the workmen and |
laborers of the said Abram S.." Hewitt, and barticularly
those of the said family of Ryerson) are born with the
étamp of a superior race on their brows. As children
they are beautiful, with bright sympathetic faces, and
the possibilities of noble manhood and womanhood in
them. But the deadening effect of this terrible Ring-
wood poliecy (meaning thereby the conduct of the said |
Abram S..' Hewitt in the management and operation of the
said estate) soon makes itself felt, and before natural
pro‘clivities can assert themselves the whole being is

poisoned and they sink down as dull and ignorant ang

hbpele_ss as their parents before them (meaning thereby

that the conduct of the said Abram S. Hewitt in the
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came from the effeet and as a2 cOnsequence of the acts

of the said Abram s. Hewitt demoralizeg and depraved,

there

whole beings poisoned and themselves rendered dulil

ignorant ang hopeless ),

distinetion Of his superb Summer home (meaning thereby

the saig estate), rides to town On a railroad which he

(meaning thereby the said Ahwaks Abram 8, Hewitt )

Practically owns, ang begins work in New York before

an admiring publie., He (meaning thereby the said

Abram 8. Hewitt ) refuses to put

the American flag at
half mast as g mark of respect to a dead foreign ruler
(who dieaq more in sympathy wi+th our institutions then

the man who refused to raise the flag), but on the S ame

day he (meaning thereby the saiq Abram S. Hewitt ) Places

his railroaqd and the railroag's steamer on Greenwood

Lake (meaning the said lake ) at the disposal of the

loathesome Duke of Marlborough, with whose bride he

(meaning the said Abram S. Hewitt ) ag Mayor afterwarg

had the famous kissing scene in the City Hall.'

» injury ang disgrace of

the said Abwam Sa

Hewitt,
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statute in Such case made ang Provided, ang

against the Peace of the People

Of <+the State of New

York ang their dignity,

Distriet Attorney .
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Police Court— District.

@ity and Gounty
ofidlely JJork,

occupation...............ax

deposes and says, that on the

York, in the County of New York, was feloniond

: Aflidavit—Larceny.

‘eet, qged.... o YCArs,
betng duly sworn

188 Jat the City of New

aken, stolen. and carried away from the possession

~. of ‘ZW, ’5_71 ﬂ&edﬂy fz’me, z’izf following property viz: = -

A P 2
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Officer.
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District,
Magistrate.

THE PEOPLE, 4.,
* on the complaint of




Sec. 198200, A / ce-dddstrict Police Couxt.

Y AND COUNTY)
NEW YORK, }S -

A U AL & being duly examined before the under-
signed according to law, on the annexed ch'u'ge ; and being informed that it is h<e right to
make a statement 111 relation to the charge against h.ee ‘, that the statement is designed to
enable hée if he see fit to answer the charge and explain the facts alleged against leZfeze
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that h.€¢ waiver cannot be used

against h,Zeecon the trial.

Question. is yonr n name ?
Answer. m f o/ ed
]

Question. How old are you?
_Answer. \;3/ / W
Question. Where were you born?

Answer.

Question. Where do you live, and how long have you resided there?

Answer. t;f P22 eoG W L W‘"
Question. What is your business or profession ?

Answer. ‘..._-f

Question. - Give any explanation you may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the
testimony against you, and state any facts which you may think will tend to your
excCt patlon 2 -

837 ol 94059 UsyM,
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Bec. 1 98—200.

CITY AND COUNTY } .
F NEW Yo 88.

AL being duly examined before the under-

ng to law, on the annexed charge ; and being informed that it is heo right to

make a statement in relation to the charge against L & 3 that the statement is designed to
enable e, If he see fit to answer the charge and explain the facts a leged against h.ezg, '
that he is at liberty to waive making a statement, and that h dvaiver cannot be used

against heee_on the trial,

Question. What is yonr name

Answer. W %

Question. How old are you ?

. Answer. \2?’ 72.-4/1_,&./
Question. Where were you born ?

- Anszqer. &6/ //7“76

Question. Where do you live, and how long have you resided there ?

Answer. v\;\? (5;'_ é_f //:’4 //7( A2

Question. What is your business or profession ?

Answer. M

Question. Give any explanation you may think proper of the circumstances appearing in the
testimony against you, and state any facts which you may think will tend to your

exculpation 2
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vt

1t appearing to me by the within deposit:z,'qns and statements that the or

committed, and that there is sufficient cavse to believe the within named

L i A

guilty thereof, I order (flat e be held o answer the same and ke be admitted to bail in th

e sum of

R { A A -Bundred Dollars, -and be committed to the Warden and Keeper of

untit e gjive such bail.
—

the City Prison, of the City of New Yorl,

.................................................................... Police Justice.

............................................................................................ Police Justice,

" There being no sufficient cause to belicve the within named,

e JUELLY  QF the offence within meniioned. I order % {o be discharged.

Police Justice. |
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Eonrt of General Sessious of the Leace

OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YOREK.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE oF NEW YOREK

against

M W-Q
S O S, WSV VP Vo

The Grand Jury of the City and County of New York, by this indictment, accuse
of the CriME or PETIT LARCENY committed as follows :

Thesa,idM 1 VU s R PR
%M M’%P‘&:‘ B

late of the City of New York, in the County of New York aforesaid, on the “2— => ~D

day of W, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

eightys\&%\{" at the City and County aforesaid, with force and arms,

MM

™o

—

of the goods,

chattels and personal property of ons \&ME\Q_ I NENFCAPIE VN

then and there being found, then and there unlawfully did steal, take and carry away,

against the form of the statute in such case made and provided, and against the peace
of the People of: the State of New York and their dignity.




SECOND COUNT---

: And the Grand Jury aforesaid, by this indictment, {arther accuse the said

of the CriMr or CRIMINALLY RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY, committed as follows:
’l‘hesaidw /\f\f\.f _.O O-W M(k
Q o, ¢ R, Y,V | 2"*‘) &7\ | ~
) L 3

Iate of the City and County aforesaid, afterwards to wit: on the day and in the year aforesaid

at the City and County aforesaid, with force and arms,

-

of the goods, chattels and personal property of one
¢ x (\M\_ Q, ) \ e S o N g | »

by a certain person or bersons to the Grand J ury aforesaid unknown, then lately before
unlawfully stolen, taken and carried away from the said

&M Q,YAMM_“—-—"

unlawfully and unjustly, did feloniously receive and have ; the said wwxﬁ

then and there well knowing the said goods, chattels and bersonal property to have been
unlawfully stolen, taken and carried away, against the form of the statute in such case
made and provided, and against the peace of the People of the State of New York and
their dignity.

JOHN R. FELLOWS,
District Attorney,




