LOCCAL TAXATION OF CORPORATIONS IN NEW YORK CITY.

Under the general laws of the state, eorporations are
to be taxed in the same manner as elsewhere in the states.
The valuation and the mode of making it up by the local
assessors is not uniform, either as to the mode of ascertain-
ing the kind of property taxable or the amount of the valu-
ation. The Statute (Laws of 1885, Ch. 201) provides that

real estate shall be assessed at its full wvalue . The

assessors do not generally regard this law, but make the

assgessments as was done befors the law was enacted.

Jm some places all kinds of real prbperty is assessed
/

(valued) at from 40 to 60 per ecent of its full value, except
t«that owned by a corporation, tha% is or may be assessed at
its fu®l valye or cost price.

The question as to what should be regarded as real
estate and waat a; %ersonal property is very important, as
will be hereinafter shown. The Revised Statutes, Part 1,
Ch. 13, title 1, as amended by Laws of 1881, Chapter 293,
and further extended to electrical companies by Laws of 1886
Ch. 659, is the stafute law at this timefdefining real
estate.

The rate for local taxation of property fpr state
purpos8s is the same upon all kinds of faxable property, and
in all places in the state; but the rate of valuation is
different in different localities, and the effect of this

‘upon the revenue of the state is the same as a change of the

' rate of taxation.




The s}ate may lose one-half of the revenue it is entitl-
ed to by one-half reduction in the local valuation; the pro-
portion of loss by the state is the proportion of decrease
of the valuation in any location from the lezal standard,
which is the market valuation of the property as before
stated, or in some instances, the amount of the capital of
a corporation that is expended for real estate or the cost
of its works within the state.

In many kinds of corporations, the statute provides
how much of its capital may be put in real estate. Other
kinds of corporations are allowed to hold all the real
estate that is necessary for their business.

Corporations that are locally taxable upon their
property under the N. Y. Revised Statutes before stated,
are taxable upon both real and personal property (with some
exeeptions of personal property specified by the statute).
The value of the cecapital stock is locally taxable, and so .
are the holdings of personal property. This local taxation
is for state and local purposes. The real estate is tax-
able the same as if in the hands of an individual, without

any deduction on account of any bonds or mortgages upon

it or any indebtedness of the corporation. A domestis eor-

poration may have the assessed value of its real estate and
all its indebtedness deducted from the valwe of 'its capital
. stoeck and personal property. This deduction may and often
does wipe out the entire valuation of the capital stock and

personal property of a corporation so that it is not locally

taxed at all.




The state tax on corporations, under the law of 1881,

is placed upon the entire value of the capital, real and
personal property, without regard to any indebtedness of
the corporation. This state rate of taxation is fixed at
one and a half mill on the valuation. In ce?tain cases
this is all that the state can get by reason of the mode of
local taxation. This is much less than the state would

be entitled to if section 8 of the law of 1881 did not pre-
vent it. For instance, the state rate applied to local
taxation of real and personal property, in 1894, was

2 18/100 mills on the dollar of valuation. A corporation
that had no real estate and had an indebtedness that was
shown td be more than its assessed value of capital and
personal property, was not subject to this tax. But if it
had any real estate, that was subjecé to this state tax of
2 18/100 mills on the dollar, according to its value.

Now, here is the point I wish to make. That if proper-
ty that is taken by the assessors, and put on the assessment
roll as personal property, instead of real estate, the
state may and does often lose the entire local tax of
2 18/100 mills which it would get if the property was
assessed as real estate.

Again a corporation that i8 taxed by the state under
the law off 1881 (S 8) is not locally taxable upon its prop-

7 erty, only the real estate it holds.

When the local assessors regard all the property of a

| eorporation as personal property, it is thus not locally
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taxable for state purposes. This is a great loss to the
state and a great saving to many corporations located in
New York City, wherz the practice has been to plaece a very
large amount of property of certain kinds of corporations on
the assessment roll as personal property, while the real
estate valuations were proportionately small. This is
particularly true of the Elsvated Railroad and the Trolly
and Cabge Railroads in New York City. Their rights of way
wers placed at a comparatively low valuation as real estate,
and, in one instance, the capital stock and personal prop-
erty was assessed at over seventeen million dollars, and
the Court held that the Assessed value of the real estate
and the bonds and other indebtedness which wers shown to the
assessors to exist, should be deducted from the said assess-
ed value of the capital stock and personal property of the
Railroad. This entirely wiped out the assessed value, and
the eapital and personal property escaped local taxation.
(See report of Judge Beach's decision in New York World,
of Dec. 5th, 1894.)

The Court of Appeals has‘decided how far the property

of the Elevated Railroads can be taxed as real estate in

82 N. Y., p. 459. See also 40 Hun. p. 598. Laws 1881 Ch.

293.

The same rule has been applied by the asséssors in New
York City to Telegraph, Telephone and Electric light cor-
porations, for several years. Their lines, dynamos, bat-
teries, machinery, &c., ares locally taxable as real estate
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under Laws 1881, ¢h. 293, and lLaws 1886, ch. 659, They

all have assessed real estate and outstanding bonds and
other indbbtedness which the local assessors deduct after
fixing the amount of their capital and personal property on
the assessment roll--which, in many instances, render them
free from local taxation for nearly all their valuable prop-
erty. Practically this class of corporations are only
taxed upon their r=al estate.

From my personal observa;ion I believe that more than
ninety-five per cent. of the entire property of telegraph,
teiephone and electric light companies in the City of New
York should be assessed as real estate and the Elevated,
Cable and Trolly Railroad property at not less than seventy
per cent as real estate. What property have some of these
corporations besides their lines and their appurtenances,
but a very small supply of office furniture? My estimate
is that there is now not less than thirty million doll ard

| in property of that class of corporations that can and
should be assessed as real estate in New York City in ex-
-eess of any assessment now against them upon the local as-
sessment roll in said New York City.

This shows rhat the state loses not less than sixty
thousand dollars revenue per year by way of this mode of
‘assessment in New York City alone.

(The amount lost in other large cities by not having
the law of 1886, ch. 659 applied to electric light and

‘;Trolly Railroad companizs, I have not estimated.)

Again, this sum of thirty million:dollars valuation

‘gwould be taken into consideration by the state Boami of
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Assessors, in the equalization and apportionmeht of the state
tax to be raised on the taxable property in New York City.

The tosal increased valuation of taxable property in
the state would have a perceptible tendency to lower the
rate of direct taxation by the state as well as lower the
rate of local taxation upon individuals, becauses the more
the taxable valuation the less the rate to obtain a required
sum.

Un regard to the local taxation of foreign corporations
in New York City, the practice is to assess the value of
real estate and person:l property in the state, hut not to

make or allow any deductions upon the real estats or value

of the personal property employed in the state on account

of any indebtedness in the state or elsewhere, and to tak
all the property of such corporation within the state, some
as real estate and some as personal property. Under such
circunstances it makes much less difference whether the .
property is regarded as real or porsonal property, as it is
all locally taxed. But when it pays the state tax under the
law of 1881, the personal property is not locally taxed for
the state, to wit, in 1894, the local rate on personal
property of corporations that paid the state tax on capital
in New York City, was $1,585 per hundred, while on other
personal property, it was $l.79 ver hundred--d difference
of little mors than two dollars on a thousand valuation in
favor of corporations that only paid one dollar and a half
per thousand, being fifty cents less per thousand to the
state under the law of 188l1. It thus appears that the
state, in many instances, may be getting los; tax under
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that law of 1881 than it would under the former mode of
loecal r;xation for state purposes. But the courts have
construed the mode of fixing the amount of capital employed
in the state of such corporations as have a portion of their
ecapital employed out of the state, to such an extent that as.
the law now stands, the state has an increased revenue under
it. But that rule does not apply to corporations that have
all their capital employed within New York State. In suech
case thers may be and are instances whers the state gets a
less revenue under the law of 1881 than it would if the
capital and personal property of all corporations were still
subjeect to state local taxation. For instance, the state
gets a tax of one and one-half mill on each dollar of valu-
ation by the direct tax on the capital of a corporation

that has no real estate. This exempts all that kind of
property, and the personal property, from state local taxa-
tion ( S 8). If that capital was all in personal property
subject to state local taxation, in 1894 the state would get
2 18/100 mills on each dollar of valuation. It theresfore

behooves the state to have all the property of corporations

locally assessed as rsal estate that the 1laws pemit.

In such case the state gets on the real estate 1 50/100
mill plus 2 18/100 mills on each dollar of such valuation,
which makes a total tax of 3 68/100 mills on the dollar on

the real estate. If it is locally assessed as personal

property, only the direct tax of one and a half mill ean be

obtained in any event.




The extent of the errors and grievances above set fo rth
have not been ascertained in other large cities. It can

usually be found where the large electric light companies

have plants and the trolly railroads and elevated railroads

are.

Now, therefore, what T contend is the proper and legal
mode for the docal assessment and taxation of the property
of corporations is this:

1. Assess all the property as real estate that the
law pemits.

2. Find the value of the capital stock and from it
deduct the assessed value of the real estate in the state,
if paid for out of the capital.

3 Assess all the personal property at its value.

4. Deduct the amount of.any indebtedness by way of
bond and mortgage or otherwise, from the value of the per-
sonal property.

5. Thus leaving the value of the capital, after de-
ducting therefrom the assessed value of the real estate,
and other exempt property specified in the statute, 'S 3
the balance of the eapital to be taxed without any deduction
of any indebtedness. If this is thoughf not to be legal,
the assessors should still do it and have the matter de-
termined by the courts.

The attempt to apply a remedy in Néw York City without
any attempt at present elsewhere ecannot be an objecetion.

;t can now be applied in New York City in time for the
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assessment and taxation for the year 1895, at any time
before April 1lst next. In other places, the limit of
time is several months later for the year 1895.

This would be a great innovation on the mode of

assessment and taxation of the property of corporations in

New York City. Is that any reasonable objection to it?

This is an age of reform and improvement, and we must meet
it, or our successors sooner or later will have it before
them, and judge our course in such practical and important
matters. Will thers be any one to plead ignorance on our
part? . Will we ask that our ignorance excuse us from the
plain mandates of the law, which is for the benefit of the
people?

If the law is a hardship, let it be repealed. So
long as it is on the statute book, let it be enforced.

New York, January 23rd, 1895.
(Signed) R. S. GUERNSEY,

58 Cedar Street.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor, etec.

By direction of the Commissioners of Taxes and ASSess«~
ments, I transmit herewith, the report of this Department, for thg
quarter ending, March 3lst, 1895.

Very respectfully,

~—
— Aeting Secretary.

)




City oF NEw YORK.

OFFiceE OoF THE MaYoOR.

May 9th,1895,
Hon. Edward P. Barker,
President of Tax Board,
New Vork.
Dear Siri-
The Mavor direc¢ts me to advise you that a public hearing
will be held at this office on Th.rsday, May 16th,1895, at 12 M.,

on Assembly Bill No.2554, entitled

e

—
AN ACT @

To amend section nine hundred and twenty-nine of

the laws of eighteen hundred and eishty-two, entitled
"An Act to consolidate into one Aect and to declare
the special and local laws affecting puclic interests
in the City of New York," in relation to the sale of
lands for taxes, assessments and unpaid Croton water
rents.,

Very respectfully,




F CORPORATIONS.

The mode of ascertaining the property of corporations
1 dable “to -taxetion is as important as is the mode and extent
of taxation. It is this that may make a tax oppressive or
oious, or make it of no effect~ if a law for ascertaining
the taxable property Bf corporations is not enforced, the tax
lunder it will be of little wvalue.

Although the State of New York has long felt the harmful
effects of the mmglected enforcement of the tax laws and has
52fro_m time to time attempted to find a remedy for obtaining
;more revenue with the least hardship upon the individual tax;—
;payer, it seems that the enforce ﬂ(-?.ht of the tax laws alreadyﬂ‘
lexisting have been overlooked~ we mean the mode of ascertain-
ing taxable property, where the property.of an individual has
been looked after sharply,  but the’propert:‘/ of corpora.tion-
have been wed toescape a large: part of a’'just tax upon
dproperty according to its value.

The Statute law fepom time to time can well be followed
to prove the many ineff‘ectual attempts ,to reach property
liable to taxation. i

The revised Btatutes of 1830 provide (Part I Chap. 13
12, Art. 2, Vol. I. p. 399) that " betwsen the first days of
jHay/and July 'in each year the local assessors shall proceed toé

3i"ascert:aj.n by diligent inquiry the names of all the taxable

|"inhabitants in their respective towns or wards, and also

|
il
|

("all the taxable property real and personzl within the

|
1
|

i

I
U
]

same for purposes of sssessment" (8).
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The time in which to make said inquiries in cities and
L

villages is now designated in the respective charters of ik |

|
Iy

lecities and villages.
Whatever diffivulty may arise in regard to ascertainlng;

ithe property of individuals it was then and is now slight ¢ ome=
lparea with 1like inquiries in regard to corporations. In order

{

lto facilitate and help the assessors-~ it was futther provided;
in section 3, title 4 of the same chapter that corporations

lshould make a report to local assessors of the amount of the

icapital paid in and the amount therebg_ expernided for real

jestate as is owned by them Sec. 3~4-5- as amended by chapter

654 Laws 1853, Section 7 as amended by Chapteér 202 ILaws 1892
Ehirect the manner of the m&finn up of the assessment: roll
:%nd the law of 1857, Chapter 456 directs the mode of assess
ments of the property of corporations that are required to
meke sald statement to the assessors.

At tﬁﬁ?%iﬁe (1.855) it was comparitively easy to ascer-
itain the extent and ownership of real estate as defined.by
&itle I of said Chapter (p.387). Railroad corporations were
pbout the only corporations that there was = y necessity of
gpplyinr the strict rule of reporting its property and the
value ete. . This vés reported to the loéal assessors by them
put other corporations were senerally allowed to state verb-
glly to the loeal assessors such information as was asked of

their officers, personally.- Very little inconvenience or
injustice resulted from this lax mode of information at that

time about ascertaining ‘the actual ‘value of real estate,
1

éecause it was visible and cound be geen and deseribed: and
!

fits value might be ascertained by observation and comparison

with other real property.




This was permitted without observing much injustice in
allowing the undervaluation of the real estate owned and
used by corporations.

Section 4 of the said Laws of 1853 required that cor-
fporations shali ciso deliver to the State Comptroller, on . or
1before the first day of July in eae¢h year, the same kind of

statement of their property that they delivered to the
sessorg.

I't was not until the definition of taxable real estate
was extended by amending the Revised Statutes by Chapter
1293,0f the Laws of 1881, so as to include almost every struc#
turehpon land and above and under streects and

,
vate grounds and on rifer bottoms, mains,pipes, tanks &c.,thaﬁ
great difficulty arose. This law is still further extended |
by Chapter 659 of the Laws of 1886, as to the kind of propertly
| that shall be taxed as real estate. Under Laws of 1878,
Chepter 203, pipp.lines were locally assessed as resl estate.

Now after fourteen years existance of that Law whieh is
more Iimportant and necessary in cities where manv kinds of

pipes are used for water, steam, heat, power, telegraph and

telephone wires and cables, pneumatic tubes, pumping oil &ec.,|

lall under ground or ‘under water, and when they are overheszd
he pround and can be seen but theiﬁ'ownesship can=
not be ascertained,whether belonging to the public or to in-

ldividuals or corporations, the necessity of a law requiring

-

a statement from corporations as to the extent and value of

lsuech kinds of property is imperitive and a matter of justice

i
|

?to all tex payers,

§

i Most of that kind of property is in use by corporations

-15!—




4
1

and it is upon or under publie property that i supported by

(individdal tax-payers.
In the large cities the'large corporations that own 'the |
the ;
kind of property that isAmost difficult to aseertain the
owership, value and extent of it for the reasons above
fstated, never make that report #o the loecsl assessors or to
Wthe State Comptroller.
said required statements are important and necessari
is taxable ds real estate,
necsessary to ascertain the value of the. assets of

a corporation 8e as to properly tax the capital stock of such

corporation. Equitable CGas Light Co. vs Barker,144 N.Y.,94 ,
lLews 1857 Chap. 456,

Where no report is made the assessors must make diligerit|
ﬁiuquiry and find out the ownership of such property and the
value of it. The practical working of this in large cities
is that of mere guess work ag to value and ownership of that
‘kinﬁ of property, and more than all an omission from the

assessment roll of not less ‘than half of that kind of property.

i
{

It can readily be ascertained from the assedsment rolls

in any city the assessed valuation of the property of corporas

|
|
|
i

tions, real and personal, separately stated and the amount

ra

:
ol tax levied and assessed thereon, state and local separately,

| i
[@acil year. i

York Stéte, it amounts
fo en omission of millions of dollars of property taxable
28 real estate, The annual reports of the State Rail Road
¥§Z1/(44k!will show to what extent this applies to street
%ailroad property when eompared to assessment rolls., There

are other special reports that will give sométhing of an ideé

E i




the extent and value of the property of other corporations.
In,the Cityn of New York where théq&equirenent is
obviously most important and necessary and the corporations
have much of" that kind of obscure property, and where the Tax
{ Commissioners annually seénd out printed forms of questions to
| be answered by corporations, for purposes of annual taxation,
those that have the largest and most valuable holdings of said
most difficult, obscure and hidden kinds of property 9ntire1§
;dieregard the answers relating to it, and fail to state that
4kind of property in any manner. Thig is particualrly true off
:those gorporations that are taxable under Chapter 659, of thé
Laws of 1886 . x

Who is obtaining the benefit of this ommission to repor%
Fto the local assessors and the comptrollers, the ownership |
fland value efld cost of this kind of property? It is the cor~:
porations by having undervaluation and less tax upon it.
Fhis effects the individual tax payers that have all their
property assessed ahd taxed aceording to its value.

If by this means the corporations were assessed and tax1
ed to an excessive extent, would they be willing to let ‘the

matter rest in oblivion?

It is also provided by Section 4 that the like statement|

shall be delivered to the State Comptroller on or before the

-

first day of July,in each year, This is eminently proper

and necessary so as to be accessible “to the State Board of
Assessors,
It is the duty of the State Board of Asgessors to look

after these local assessments and assertain the actual value

il

iof taxable property, when they apportion the levy of State
i

tax upon counties.

|

{f
1]
i




They usually let the matter rest in other parts of the
lstate but add, in some instances,’ one hundred millions of
taxable property in New York City to the total assessment rolll
lhere, ‘and the property of individuals must beat the additional
burdon .

What is the remedy now, to compel other corporations to

the important report to the local assessors and what is
lthe penalty 1if they make mo report to the loecal assessors?The

)

flenswer is, no available remedy and no.penalty!
lnominal penalty that can be appli ed but never has be
ercised because it is so cumbersome. It is provided
Sections 5 and 6 of the same Statute that in case the re-
ports of the property were not made to the local
State Comptrollers each year, that the
troller sphall report the same to thHe Attorney
he may commence an action to recover a penalty
jfrom suach delinquent corporations, but if such corporations
ke the reporteg and pays the cost of the prosecution it will
be excused, s.6~ 1if it was not a wil ful diBsregard of the
;Law.
!
The loecal assessors have no remedy under the Statute butf
must rely upon the action of the Stata Bomptroller and the

Attorney Gensral.

It is a bungling way of inforeing the requirements of

!
i
|
i
!

the Statute. 1If the prosecution of the delinguent corporation
fis promptly made &he statement from the eorporation cannot bel

pbtained in time to have it placed upon the assessment roll

i

i, ; ; i d :
;or that year, and the benefit that might be derived by that

?ourse wlll be loaty
f
fl
K

|
|




It has always worked admirably in preventing any action

funder the Law, and nothing hag been done or any attempdy

made to enforce the Law requiting said report.

o

The dy should be placed in the hands o

e

F.

€ i -
assessorsg by statute, and a report to them might be promptly
lenforeced by mandamus in suech cases of neglect.

This ' should be authiorized by Law in addition to

Statutes existing, already referred to.

: o !
If the ! was made to the local assessors it woulld

>

fsoon he in the hands of the State Comptroller and the aﬁnualé
reports of the Board of Supervisopm would show how much each |
corporation was locally assessed upon real estate and ‘also
jupon its personal property and thus it would readily be
;scen whether ‘the local 'as sments had been as full as the
iLaw requires, and also whether the property has been assessed
estate or personal property and thus the annual tax |
upon’the resl estate of all 'corporations
would be enforced as the State Board of Assessors would then
have facts and Tigures to make their apportiorment of state

o 2 (6 4

tax upon taxable property in counties, and not have complainits

ax ¢
made of unfair and unjust equalization of valuation and conse;
Iguently unequal taxation. |
There is a widespread opinion among assessors and courts
ithat it mekes no difference in taxation whether corporste pror

per ty 1s assessed as rezl estate or as rsonal property-
(I ;

ftong as it 4 g all assessed.

Q!
g;
I

. Sy : !
The Court of Appeals,in an Opinion, took ocecasion to say?

lin accordance with the brief and points of counsel in the

|1
ii

case of Equitable Gas Lisght Co. ve Barker,144 1,Y. p.94, that

!.
It made no difference in taxation whethsr the property of the




company was assesseg ¢ regl egtats or -85 p onal property,

LN e o % e A b 622214/9'/;,”‘%4;;;>1144/¢7

so long -as it was

1895,

B

I have alreedy shown in my statement of January 23rd,
1at under the present Law of 1880, for the taxation of cor~é
porations for state purposes, that it is of vital importa:
-he Yoecal taxation of the value«@f real
of State taxation without an)
al property it canriot be locally taxed
State purposes~ and while 1t is not taxable under |
edness and other exemption may be
|

{
from the valuse.of personal property of corporaticons’|

|geducted
and that #Mis is frequently carried to' such
virtually exempt from local taxation the largest protion of
property belonging to corporations.
It should be borne in mind that the corporations above
entioned are not only exempted from local taxation for
stock of the corporation,
exempt from local taxation for any
purpose because the debts of an individual can be deduected
value of personal property by him---(R.S.Part.I,Chap
The obvious effeect of this is that an im«
men se amount of gprargaxix this prop%Ptyais not taxed at all,
1t is obvious that the law about statements from cor=
;porations should be amended or added to in ome manner. This
should be done at once &0 as t6 have the benefit of it in
tluw to apply it to the asseéssments Tor the year 1895,
; It may be well to mention the:fact tiat corporations are

il

Inot now assessed upon their property for local improvement
it
jsuch as opening, regulating,grading and paving -of streats,or

|
|

for sewers and any other matters of ‘1ike nature which indi=

i
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i

f
!

viduals are. ad: Prom the assessment list for

i such punposes on the grounds ti b

such improven s opened, graded and

paved, and sewered yeeome. thieckly populated

i

in eonsequence of such improvements,which are paid for by the

dther adjourning property ovmers,and thus become profitable |

Ifor corporations, they are ready to teke them for their owm

ipurposes -without paying anything th ;—:rr%ﬂ@, ot without any

contribution towards the improvements that are thereafter

(SR

that they are not benefitted by |

.
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT FOR THE YEARS 1894 and 1895.

R R R T R R R N I e

1895 1894 Inecrease Deerease
Insurance Cos. $ 2,237.746 $ 2,989.546 $751.800
Trust Cos. 4,574,646 6,556.002 1,981.356

Shareholders :
of Banks 82,343,420 88,218.780 5,875.360

Railroad Cos. 25,874.196 35,988.519 v 12,114,323

Miseell aneous
Res. Corportns. 46,081.818 64,831.461 18,749,643

Misce 11l aneous
Non=Res=Corprns, 18,570.456 20,097.727 1,527.271

Res. Personal 173,841,948 157,742.519 $16,099.429

Totdl $370,909.007 390,274.302 $21,634.458 40,999.753

Redl Estate $1,646,028.655 $1,613,057.735 32,970.920

Total Real &
Personal Est.  $2,016,937.662 $2,003,332.037 13,605.625

Valuationsl1895-$2,016,937.662 Total Increase $54,605.,378

t 1894-$2,003,332.037 "  Deerease $40,999.753

Inerease $.5,165603.625 Net Inerease $13,605.625




(%/// 777 Dee. 3rd, 1895.

Hon. Edward P. Barker,
Prest. Taxes & Assessment,
New York City.
My dear Sir:-

The Mayor directs me to call your attention to Section
103 of the Consolidation Act, which provides that it shall be his
duty once a year to communicate to the Common Coune il upon the
general condition of the City.

To properly prepare such camunication he desires me to
ask that your Board c oomunicate to him, at an early day, a brief
summary of the cend ition of your Department on the first day of
January, 1895, the work that has been accomplished during the
current year, together with any sugestions that seem pertinent
for the ¢onduct of your Department in the future.

An early and careful reply to the abqve inquiries will

be appreciated by the Mayor.

Soorotny.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor, etc.

By direetion of the Commissioners of Taxes and Assess-
ments, 1 have the honor to transmit herewith, the report of the
Department of Taxes and Assessments, for the quarter ending De-
cember 3lgt, 1895,

Respectfully,
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor.

I beg to transmit herewith a brief on Senate Bill
No. 1377, introduced by Mr. Johnson, and referred to the Com-

mittee on Cities, and am

Very respectfully,
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Senate Bill No. 1377, introduced by Mr. Johnson,
entitled "An Act in relation to taxes, assessments or water
rates involved in litigation.™"

This Act provides, that the Mayor, Corporation
Coupsel and the President of the Board of Assessors of any of
the cities of this State, shall have the power to compro-
mise, settle and discharge any taxes, assessments or water
rates involved in litigation with such ¢ity for such an
amount and in such manner as they may adjudge to be just
and fair," etoe.

There are many objections *o this Act. A general
objection is, that it is unnecessary, so far as the City of
New York is concerned, inasmuch as it creates a new board to
discharge duties which are already provided for in the Con=
solidation Act, and which said duties are discharged in a
manner as therein designated.

The Board of Revision and Correction has the power
to correct and finally fix any assessments for improvements
that may have been imposed, while any Judge of the Supreme
Court, has the power, in his discretion, to cancel or reduce
any assessment made by the Department of‘Taxes and Assess-
ments for the purposes of taxation, when, in his Judgment,
it may be just and proper so to do.

The work and the results to be. attained by the
Board of Assessors, and by the Commissioners of Taxes and
Assessments have no relation whatsoever.

The proposition to make the President of the Board

of Assessors one of a Board, as proposed by this bill, would |




produce, if it became a law, a peculiar condition of af-
fairs, inasmuch as the President of the Board of Assessors
is an appointee of the Commissioners of Taxes and Assess-
ments, and can only hold office during the pleasure of said
Commissioners; and while said Board of Assessors, is in
fact a subordinate branch of the Tax Department with de-
fined duties remote from taxation, it would thus be giving a
minor bureau officer of the Tax Department, or the Presi-
dent thereof, the right to review or annul such proceedings
and action of the Tax Commissioners (the appointing power
ofmthe said Assessor), as might be brought before this pro=-
posed board.

It must be evident to every member of the legisla-
ture, that such a proposition, to give a subordinate a right
to review the acts of a superior officer, is clearly im-
proper, and has a tinge of absurdity about it.

If a board is to be constituted to review the ac-

tion of the Tax Commissioners, no member of the Board of

Assessors should be included in it. 1In conclusion, I have
to reiterate, there seems to be no actual necessity for the
enactment of this bill, inasmuch as the remedies already
prescribed by law now exist, granting to the Court the
right to review and correct any tax or assessment for taxa-

tion, that may have been imposed.




DEPARTMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS.

New York, April 20th, 1896.

Hon. E. P. Barker, President,
Department of Taxes and Assessments.
5-1r
In amswer to the statement of the Secretary of the
Department of Docks, of date April 17th, 1896, that certain
lands under water on the North and East Rivers, have been
occupied without revenue to the City, prior to May lst, 1895

I bég leave to state that such properties are all assessed,

and have been so assessed, excepting Item 8, for taxation,

for five or more years by this Department, in detail, as
follows:

ITEM 1:

Land under water for platform in : Pennsylvania Railroad
front of bulkhead Between Pier olg: Company.
1 & Pier old 2, about 8000 sq ft
$2200. s

We have assessed in the First Ward under Ward No.
2325, owner Pennsylvanisg R.R.Co.; our deputy, however,
measured it 7560 square feet, instead of 8000 as you report

it.

Item 2:

Land under water for platform in Lehigh Valley Railroad
front of southerly half of bulk- Company.
head bet. Piers 2 & 3, about .
13,360 square feet - $3340. g

We have assessed in First Ward, under Ward No. 2326
Owner Lehigh Valley R.R.Co. - it is described,on our books
as a little less than 10000 feet. ;

Item 3.
Land under water for extention to : Cromwell Steamship Co.
bulkhead platform bet. Piers 8 & :
9, about 8535 sq. ft. - $2133.75
We have assessed in the First Ward, under Ward No.
2332, owmer N.J.S.R.R.Co., and Cromwell Line of St eamers;
described as a little over 11000 sq. ft.




Item 4.
Land under water for platform in ¢ Cromwell Steamship Co.
front of bulkhead bet. Plerg 96
10, about 5300 sq ft. - 1305.
We have a,sebaed in Blrst Ward under Ward No. 2333

Owner Cromwell Line, about 5300 sq. ft.

Item 5.
Land under water for platform in : Central Railroad Com-
front of northerly 48 feet of i pamy of New
bulkhead bet. Piers 11 & 12,about : Jersey.
2540 sq. ft. :
" (Rental included in lease Mayl-95:
We have assessed in PFirst Ward under Ward No.
2335' /2 owner N.J.Central R.R.Co., described as 2570 sq ft.

Item 6:

Land under water for platform, : Central Railroad Co.
ferry racks, etc. 40126 sq.ft. t of New Jersey.
near the foot of Liberty Street b
(Rental included in Lease May 1/95:

We have assessed in the First Ward, under Ward Nos.
3061 and 2338, described as Ferry Houses, Bridge & Slip,
ete.," owned by the N. J. Central R. R. Co.

Item 7.
Land under water for platform in : Pennsylvania Railroad
front of bulkhead bet. Communmpaw : Company.
Ferry Pihatform and Pier 16, about
41_62 sq. ft. - $1040.50 i

We have assessed in the Third Ward, under Ward No.
1201, owner "Private" or unknown, described as Ferry House,
Slips, Bridges, etc."

Item 8.

Land under water for platform in : Cunard Steamship Co.
front of bulkhead north of Pier : ;
new 40, about 5054 sq. ft. (Ren- :
tal included in lease of bulkhead
Feb. 1/96).

We have assessed in the Ninth Ward, under Ward No.
5047, de script ion "Platform and Slip", owner Cunard S.S8.Co.,
5064 sq. ft.

Item 9.

Land under water occupied by plat-: Knickerocker Ice Co.
form in front of northerly half :
of bulkhead bet. 19th and 20 Sts.
about 3533 sq. ft. - $883.25. g

We have assessed in Section 3, Volume 1, under Ward
No. 18, Block 662, described as a little less than 3500 sq.
ft., owner Knickerbocker Ice Co.

Item 10:
Platform in front of bulkhead bet.: Knickerbocker Ice Co.
20th & 21st Sts., about 2830 sq. :
¢, €107, 80, s
We have assessed in Section 3, Volume 1, under Ward
' No. 20, Block 662, described as about 188 feet, width not
. given, (about 20 feet) Owner Knickerbocker Ice Co.




! item L1
Land under water occupied by plat-: Swift Beef Company.
form bet. 38th & 39th Sts., about
2290 sql ft. $572.50. :

We have assessed in Section 3, Volume 1, under Ward
Nos. 14 and 15, Block 665, described as 989 x 342 and 989 x
358, embracing the whole area bet. 38th and 39th Streets.

ltem 12:
Land under water occupited by en- : PFulton Market Fish
croachment of bulkhead and also: ! Mongers Association.
by paatform bet. Plers 23 & 24, 3
about 2484 sq. ft. $387.25 :

We have assessed in the Second Ward under Ward Nos.

1266 and 1266'/2, described as a platform 24 x 839, owner
Estate Stevens and others.

Item 13:
Land under water occupied by plat-: Central Vermont Rail-
form at northerly side of Pier 35;: road Company.
about 2520 sq. ft. $600. :

In the 7th Ward - No. 4045 represents the bulk-
head immediately north of Pier 35, but does not inelude
any description of platform, outside of the bulkhead. The
Deputy explains that the whole premises including Pier 35,
presented a most dilapitated appearance and felt that the
assessments placed upon the pier and bulkhead were ample
to cover the whole interests there - so tha he thought it
useless to measure them. :

Very respectfullyy
(Signed) Frank J. Bell,

Chief Deputy.
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April 22nd,

HON. EDWARD C. O'BRIEN,

President, Department of Docks.

On the 17th inst., your Secretary transmitted to
me "a list of parcels of land under water, owned by the City,
"which were occupled without lease or permit, and without
"revenue to the City prior to May 1lst, 1885."

This was in reply to my communication to you of the
9th inst., and which was called forth, as I therein stated,
by your remark made at a meeting of the Heads of Departments,
held in the Mayor's office a short time previous, that your
Department is now receiving revenue for lands under water
which are not assessed for the purposes of taxation.

Mindful of the importance of your remark, I at once
wrote reminding you of it, and asking for a list of these
untaxed lands, and since the receipt of your list, I have
had a careful examination of the mattér made, and I enclose
you herewith a report from the Deputy in charge of the Real
Estate Bureau, showing that you are evidently misinformed
upon the subject, inasmuch as the roqords of this Department
show that all of this property under water, as described by
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Hon. E.C.0'Brien, Sheet #2.

you, 1s in each case assessed against the name of the Cor-
poration occupying the same, for the purposes of taxation,
and haves with the exception of Items 8 and 13 respectively
as the records show, paid such taxes.

Item 8 was not assessed until this year, and was
then, for the firsg, brought to our knowledge by our corres-
pondence with you upon the subjeect.

Item 13, although assessed for a number of years
past, has never paid the taxes imposed, but the records show
that it has been sold, by the City, for arrears of taxes.

If there is any more property that you may be simi-
larly in doubt regarding, and will send us a list of the
same, we will, with pleasure, give the matter immediate at-
tention, and advise you accordingly.

Very respectfully,
(8igned) E. P. BARKER,
‘President.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor.

I beg to transmit herewith a copy of a communication
this day sent to the President of the Dock Department, and in
explanation say that the correspondence was occasioned by a
remark made by the President of the Department of Docks, at
a meeting of the Heads of Departments, held at your office,
and in your presence, and for that reason particularly I
deem it my duty to send a copy of the same to you.

Very respectfully,
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To the Honorable

VILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor of the City of New Yéék.

By direction of the Commissioners of Taxes and Assess-
ments, I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the De-
partment of Taxes and Assessments, for the quarter ending June
30th, 1896.




klis wONVIRNED gL e o) CITY OF NEW YORK—FINANCE DEPARTMENT,

[ Q 5’ BUREAU FOR THE COLLECTION OF TAXES,
= ) )
&/&Oﬁw =i Nos. 57 & 59 CHAMBERS STREET (Stewart Building).

v

NO MONEY RECEIVED AFTER 2 O'CLOCK. T0 THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

All payments must be made at the Cashier’s windkow. MONEY

in envelopes will not be received.

PAYMEN’rl‘iBY CHECK PREFERRED. ‘ FOR TAX ES, I 8 9 6 ®

Rate, 2.14 per centum. NoTe.—See back of bill for “‘ Directions as to the Payment” and ‘‘ Penalties for Non-Payment’’ of Taxes, etc.M /
; g (02T [0

Sec- vl Line No, Block No. Lot No, Between what Between what Valuation, TAX. Croton Arrears, 1895. Meter Setting. .

S : ARREARS,
tion, (Changes each year.) (Permanent.) (Permanent.) Avenues, Streets. Dolls, Dolls, Cts. Dolls, Cts. Dolls, Cts

AR e b AR,

DEDUCTION: Received Payment,

A deduction at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum,
calculated from the date of payment to the 1st day of
December, will be made on all Taxes paid previous
to the 1st day of November,

PLEASE PRESERVE THIS BILL,
Bills will be returned by mail only when the payment is accompanied by an addressed envelope with postage paid.
The word *‘arrears,” in the column of arrears, indicates lots sold for arrears or to be sold therefor ; these arrears are to be paid andjlots redeemed at the office of the Clerk of Arrears,

Receiver of Taxes.

% Before paying this Bill, Tax-Payer should be certain that the SECTION, BLOCK and WARD MAP, or LoT NUMBERS are correct. Compare with -
Map in Tax Commissioner’'s Office, , (SEE OTHER SIDE.)




Amount, $

T AxEs.

1890.

Date of Payment,

INFORM_A.TION FO:&R; LA AY BN,

.-»-VALUAT:ONS oF Prorertv.—The aggregate tnxable valu:mons of property within thd
{ City and County of New York, as estimated for the year 1896, are as follows :
Real Estate tevessssnniaberaleseretsansestarritarsasenas $1,731,509,143 00
Personal Estate, viz: Belonging to residents +$245,883,488 co !
Belonging to non-residents.... 46,468,081 oo
Shareholders of Banks 82,624,193 00 374,075,762 04

+$2,106,484,905 od

II. -%-A\ioum' AND RATE oF Taxes AND WHEN Leviep,—The amount of Taxes imposed by
|| Ordinance .adopted at 2 o’clock and 33 minutes p.m. on Thursday, August 27, 1896, was
$44 900,33028. The rate of Tax upon the assessed valuations of real and personal estate;
amoummg to $2,049,363,688, is 2.14 per centum, that is to say, #2.14 on $ 100, $21.40 on §1,0004
'xAnd the rate of Tax upon the assessed valuation of personal estate of such corporations, Jomt-.

stock companies or associations as are subject to local taxation thereon, amounting ta

1 $57.121,217, is 1.8276 per centum, that is to say, $1.82 on §ro0, §18.27 on ¢1,000, §182.76 on

i1$10,0c0. The following shows the purposes for which the Taxes were levied :

ZTior State Taxes and Common Schools for SEREE veee e vueesnneessnnnns $6,402,009 95

For Expenses of the City Gozernment, vis. :

Interest on the City Debt*............ frikniresia «v001$5,566,507 83
Redemption of City Debtt. csserisesseassss 2,089,001 60
The Mayoralty Ve 26,000 00
The Common Council....... Varaavienreiss - - BRI00 DO
«+s 316,400 00

Law Department. . . 205,050 00
Bureau of Putlic Admlmstmtor. ‘ ‘ 13,890 oo
Department of Public Works... oos 3,270,530 66
Department of Public Parks........ 1,219,255 00
Department of Street Improvements 23d and 24th Wards 633,000 00
Department of Public Charities.oevuveiinnens vess 1,543,417 OO
Department of Correction.... oo 475,999 33
Health Department...ceeveee.. 579,508 oo
Police Department..cceeeeenein.n, yei 5,925,410 30
Department of Street Cleaning....v.ceaveenss ++ 3,020,700 00
Fire Department..coeeveeseunae.. ++ 2,345,355 00
Department of Buildings........... 265,000 00
Board of Education 5,679,302 59
College of the City of New York e 150,000 00
The Normal College....veeevernesoeninsens > 150,000 00
Department of Taxes and Assessments....... 162,520 oo

a

p———

Printing, Stationery and Blank Books...... vees 277,200 00
Asylums, Reformatories and Charitable Institutions.... 1,543,301 68
Municipal Service Examining Boards......cceuvieeuees 27,500 00
Bureau of Elections.......... tesstiasssssssncses 515,204 00

Judgments..coevininnns 7 : 125,000 CO
Fund for Street and Park Openings...cevvvviiaevseesss 250,000 00
Coroners’ Salaries and Expenses......... Voshsssaesens 56,200 00
The Sheriff.ieeseiasrasigesinssopsseranssasnsessssness 137,238 00
Register’s Office, Salaries and Expenses.....ceeven.s 115,250 00

S e e iy

Add to supply deficiencies, viz. : $43,996,571 314

Estimated deficiency in product of Taxes of 1896, from erroneous as-
sessments, insolvencies, etc........... . 903,758 97

Total Taxes for 1896, .svconssressonnvssssvasiossosss veves $44,990,330 28

i* Exclusive of the amount by law chargeable to the Sinking Fund for the PFyment of!
Intgrest on the City Debt. + Exclusive of amount provided for by the Sinking Fund.

TR TG s d i it osashdinevidad 1,765,929 73 f,
65,000 00 g
|
3
'

MISCENRDOOUS sxvsvioeios 1essonrsansesssonssvense 650,016 62 40,004,561 39§

i
Total Appropriations for 1896...044.... cesesesnnies $46,496,571 3x)
Less amount supplied from Revenues of the General Fund..v..vvevusess 2,500,000 00|

III.—DiIRrEcTIONS AS TO THE PAYMENT oF TAXES.

1. Tax Brirs.—Persons applying for Bills of Taxes
are requested to state whether the Tax is upon Personal
or Real Estate; and before paying any Tax Bill,
same should be carefully examined, to see that it em-
braces all the property on which Taxes are intended to
be paid, and that there are no mistakes in the Secrron,
Brock and Warp or Lot Numsers of the Real Estate
stated thereon,

2. Rear Estate is described and distinguished on
the Ward Maps kept in the Office of the Commissioner
of Taxes and Assessments, by a separate Section, Block
and Ward or Lot Number, and persons applying for
Bills for Taxes on Real Estate should be careful to state
the correct SECTION, BLOCK and WARD or LOT
NUMBERS as shown on the Ward Maps, which can be
readily referred to by applicants for bills,

3. ErronxEoUs AssEssMENTS.—The Commissioners of
Taxes and Assessments have power to correct an erroneous
assessment on Real Estate before the collection of the
tax. The application therefor must be made to these
Commissioners within six months from the time the Tax
Books are delivered to the Receiver for collection.

Discount ArLrLowED FOR ProMpr PAYMENT.—Per-
sons who pay their Taxes before the first day of November
next are entitled to a discount at the rate of six per cent.
per annum, to be computed from the time of payment
to the first day of December next succeeding.

5. PeNaLTIES FOR NoN-PayMeNnT. —If any Tax is not
paid before the first day of December, one per cent. will
be added to it. If not paid before the first day of
January, interest is charged at the rate of seven per cent.
per annum from the day the books are delivered to the
Receiver of Taxes. If personal taxes are not paid by
the fifteenth day of January, the Receiver may issue his

- warrant to the Marshal for their collection by distress

and sale.
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As the Greater New York Charter ls now before the
Lerislature for amction, and, as we understand, public hear-
ings are to be given to enable those who are opposed to any
features of the proposed charter t0 present objection there-
to, we are constmained, in the faithful discharge of our du-

ies as public officers, to submit the following facts, in
regard to that portion of the said charter whiﬁh affects
the Department of Taxes and Assessmeﬁti of the_dity of New
Yerk. |

To preface the subject-matter, we earnestly desire
to call your attention to the faot that upon the Depart-
ment of Taxes and Agsessments rests the responsibility of
annually raiging by assessment of all real and personal
property (at the present time exceeding two pillions of dcl-
1ars) the vast sums réquired for public maintenance, includs=
ing upwards of one~-half of the smmount fequirad for Btate
maintenance, and that this responsibility, alreacy great,
will be immeasurably enhanced when the Greater City of New}'v'j
York becomes an accomplished fact, withvthe enormous in-
crease in the area of taxation, which must necessarily folél
lew sueh econsolidation.

The di¢tinguished gentlemen who comprised the cam->‘
migsion on drafting a new charter for the consolidated city,
invited from the head of each department eritieism on the
newly drafted charter, in =0 far as it was subjeet to re-
view and critieism by the ssveral depgrtmantg interested.

This was undoubtedly a wise and Judicious act on |
the part of the Commission, ror'whé were better fitted to |

determine what existing laws should be retained, and what

onjeotionable laws should be eliminatod. than the heads of

the eity departments, who tor yoars have conducted the

bugsiness of their several departménts‘in the interest of




the city,fand have thus acguired the practical experience
which forms the foundation of sound Judgment?

In pursuance of this request, the fotnmissioners of
this departnent, after a careful examination of the propos-
ed charter, so far as it affected this department, prepared
and submitted to the said Charter Commission such ¢riticism
thereof as, in their judgment they deemed proper.

The final draft of the charter, in the differences
whieh eéxist between it and the first draft, demonstrates
that the judgment of the Oharter fommission was fipally pracs
tically ih favor of adhering to the laws affecting assess-
ment and taxation, as they at present exist ahd are set'
forth in the Consolidation Aet.

‘ When it is stated that the Tax Commissioners sub-
mitted to the said Commission & review and eriticism of the |
proposed charter, it is to be understood that stich eriti-
cism applied only to that part of the charter which was de-
livered to this department for sueh action, and only to ‘%%;
the provisions therein contained at that time.  There 1is |
a provision, however, gontained in the final draft of the
charter presented to the Legislature which was not in the
drsft submitted to this department Tor criticism and re-
view, and no opportunity was afforded to approve or‘it or
object thereto.. As the subject has‘noy passed beyond the
jurisdietion and aunthority of the said gharter Commission,
the only remedy available is to submit to thq Leg;siature

a review and eriticism of‘the mattér referred to.

In the suggestions enclosed in a letter which we

addraessed to the Sacretary of the Charter Commission, under |

date of January 20, 1897,‘the expression was used: "The

duties of all the comuissioners will be ingreased, and if




they are compelled to give all their time to such duties,

their salary should not be decreased."

By this we did not intend %o imply that their du-
ties did not require all their time. ¥rom the second Mone
day in Januery to the first Mcnday in July the entire time
of the Tax Commissioners is taken up with the duties of
their office to such an extent that it almost precludes the
possibility of engaging in any other occupation, net only
during office hours, from nine to four o'clock, but long
after office hours. During the rest of the year their
attentien is constantly reguired in matters connected with
the Department so that the Deputies may, under their direc-
tion, as provided by law, assess all real and personal
property; in making returns to cortiorari proceedings; 1in
examining deferred applications for the reduction, remis-
sion and exemption of real and personal assessments; in
keeping abreast with the current of decisions and legisla-
tion relating to taxation, and with the sales and fluctua-
tions in values of real estate.

The work of the Tax Commissioners is almost exolu=-
sively judicialnin its nature , and their decisions entail
either gains or losses to the ecity of millions of dollars.
The diseharge of this duty involves great gnxiety, intense
thought, ceaseless application, and a iarge amount of exX-
parience, as well as expert and legal knowledge and famili=-
arity with mathematics and accurate accounting. From
January to July the resulting physical and mental strain

is tremendous, and it is without intermission, day in and




day out, and often till late in the night.

No position in the munieipal service could be
abused in the hands of unscrupulous commissioners, so great-
ly as that of the Commissioners of Taxes and Asse ssments, the|
power of reduction, remission and exemption of assessments
being absolutely within their discretion and final in its
nature, subject neither to revision, correction or appeal.

Under the provisions of the Creater New York Char=-
ter, these duties will be vastly inereased, and from an
intimate knowledge of the resent work we are justified in
gaying that no rommissioner can possibly attend to any
other business during the whole year than that of the Tax
Department, if he intends to devots himself conscientious=
1y to its requirements.

The salaries of the Commissioners, in view of the
inereased responsibilities and consequent work, instead of
being reduced as they are under that instrument, Trom seven
to six thousand dollara, should be materially increased

The present commissioners make this statement whol=
ly irrespective of their own eonnection with the depart-. |
ment, but because they conseientiously believe that ccmﬁetent
and conscientious service cannct be expected for a smaller
compensation.

It is also proposed under the said new charter to
£ix the salary of the Deputy Tax Commissioner at $2,700.

per annug.

If this proposition had been submitted to this de=-

partment for eriticism,by the Cmmnissién, it would have
been strenuously objected to, and the grounds fTor such obé
Jections might possibly have influenced the Commnission to
eliminate it from the charter. It is a subject of regret,

therefore, that the Tax Commissioners were not advised of




this mattgr in season, to enable them to teke such action.

In the Consolidation Act, which the Comuission 1‘61-
lowed 80 ¢losely in preparing its draft on the subject of
rossessments, no mention is made of the salaries to be paid
Deputy Tax Commissioners, the fTramers of that act wisely
detoermining that the compensation to be paid suvberdinates
should be properly left to the judgment of the heads of the
several departments, who are naturally better gqualified to
determine from the personal fTitnegse of such subordinates
what they should receive for services rendered the city.

The employees of the Tax Department differ in no
ecsential particular from theose of other eity depacdrtments.
There are certain standards by which every employee can ba
Judged, and his capability to discharge and his adaptability
for the work allotted to him, dafined and demonstrated.
is Impossible to concentrate in any city department a corps
of employees all of equal merit, and until this is aBhieved
there can be no justification fer fixing the salary of &
class at a fixed sum by legislative enactment.

Men differ in intelligence, in Judgment, in the
ability to grasp details. One is a mathematician, with an
ever active brain, while his neighbor has but a limited
knowledge of the subjeet. One man labors for the love of
it, while another loves not labor., One is careful and ac-
curate, and another is a careless blunderer. One man takes
& personal interes® in his work, and treasures highly the
good name of the department with whieh he 1is connected, while
another does his work in a mechaniecal, labored way, and his
interest lies largely in the approaching pay-day.

How aré the subordinates of any city department,
whose mental acquirements and characters dirrer so widely,
to be placed on the same plane - to be equalized, as it .

were. How can the Legislature, in its wisdom, acquéésce

in the proposition that the man of intelligence, the careful

i
i
!
1
Sis|




| conscientious, industrious city officiml, is to be paid th e
L game salar& as the other class rgferred to? And yet this
is exactly what this provision in the charter calls for.
There is nothing that will tend mere to pramote
"dissatisraction and demoralization in & public department
"than thae applicatlon of the priaciple of uni form compensa-
“tion referred to.
no
There is =n incentive to a faithful employee, who
is conseientious in the discharge of his duty, when he sees
| around him associates who are less capable than'himsalf and
E\leSs consecientious, receiving the same pay fer inferior work, |
This is not the true principle that should control the
publie service. Except for the hesds of departments, there
should be no law Tixing the salaries of public officials.
We feel that the law should be suffisiently broad
to allow the inauguration of a peliecy for this department
| in fixing a sliding seale of salaries for Deputy Commis-
sioners. Those who have been in the bepartment for many
years, and have acquired an experience and knowledge that
18 of great value to the city, ahoul@ be paid‘the highest
salaries, while the latar eﬁployees ghould resecive a lalécrv-
§ aum, and the térms of service and intelligent discharge of
| their duties determine an increase to a maximum aalﬁry; By
| this methed, faithful service and experience are rewarded,
whils those who are not se well paid are encouraged to a
faithful performance of their duties, as they reslize that

such conduct will be hereafter suitably rcaognx:nd by an

"1l inerease of oompensation. In this way a healthy ambition:b ‘

| is created and a friendly rivalry is developed.

It hardly seems possible, in view of the case here

t

| presented that any question can arise as to who is best




fitted to, judge of the qualifications of the Deputy Com-
missioners and their salaries, than the Tax Commissioners
&t the head of the Department, and undeyr whose direction the
work of the Deputies is dome. The character of 811 of them
is known to the cemuissioners, the kind of work they are
¢apable of doing, and their reliability.

in preparing‘tha draft of the charter, the said
| Charter Commission, was evidently not informed of the faeot
 that Chief Deputy Tax Commissioners exist in the Tax De-
| partment. The duties devolting upon these gentlemen are
| onerous and responsible. The supervise the work of the
 Preparation of the assessment rolls, by the Deputies, and
are responsible for their completion within the time pre-
scribed by law. The exacting and technical character of
the labor allotted to them entitled them to receive (and
|they are paid) a larger salary than the othor Deputies, and
P8 Shinin Swovibien 15 ribilidl i the charter, the Chief
Deputies would receive by $2,700. a year, the sum which 1t
is proposed to pay all Deputies alike, as has been hereto-

Tore eet forth.

In the opinion of the Tax CQmmtseioners, the pfo-

vision in the proposed charter fixing the salary of the
Deputy Tax Commissiogers at $2,700. is a serious error of
Judgment, on the part of the said Charter Commission, and
was probably introduced during the last hours of the Com-
‘mission's labor, when they, ftor lack of time, were unable to
pive the subject that exhaustive and rull consideration
 Which it deserves, and whish usually eharactarized the pro-
needings of the distinpguished gentlemen who comprised that
bommiasion, in the many a"bjects upon which they were callcd_

‘Qo pass Jjudgment.




Qad the fixing of the salaries of all Deputy Tax
commissioners and of wvhatever grade, at the saﬁe rate,
been in the printed draft of the‘charter snbmitted to us,
and which we were asked to criticise, we certainly would
have criticised adversély.
1t i3 now in the power of the Legislature to repair
this oversight, by striking‘from the charter the provision
relating to the salaries of ths Deputy Tex Commigsioners,
leaving the matter entirely in the hands of the Tax Gomnise
| sloners, the same as in the case'of empleyeeskgenérally
throughout the city government. |
Nobody has ever questioned the Jjustice of the action
of the Tax Commissioner, in this respect, in the past, and
certainly they are the best judges as to the compensationf
which sach Deputy should receive. It will eertainly be in
the interest of good government, for with graduated sala=-

- ries, fiXed by the commaissioners, thers will &lways be an

ineentive to the employaees faithfully to diachﬁrge their du-

ties, knowing that advancement will follow.
We respectfully ask, in the interest of good govern~
- ment, that £h;s fixing of the saiarios of any employees of |
the Department of Taxes, other than the President and Com=- ‘
missioners, be stricken out, and the fixing of the same 1aftf
to the best Judgment of the Tax COmmissipn@ra, and that the
salarias of the President and Commissioners themsélvos, be
ratalned at leaqt at the present figures, but rather in-
creaaed, in wisw of the dditionnl labor and responsibxli-
ty %o be iﬁpeaéd upon tham,'aa has evidently beén the Judg-
ment in fixing the salaries of other officials. A referenpoé
to thé‘chartor, as prépafed and presented to the leglis- |
lature, while raducidg the salariesof the commiasiqnarifot
this department, from seven to six thousand dellars, and
fixing the salaries of all the Deputies at two thousand |

seven hundred dollﬁrq eqchgand by sa doinqreducing tht




salaries of the Chief Deputies having charge of the "Real
Bstate® and "Personal Property"™ Bursaus respectively, to
the same salary as paid to the ordinary Deputy, is 1in
strange eontrast with the consideration as shown %o eme-
plovees in cthar departments, where the salaries of the
commissioners havey in almost every instance, besn incrsased.
The President of this DNepartment, in adéitieon to X
his duties here, is charged with the responsible dnﬁies g
davolving vpon him &s & mamber and secretary of the Board of)
Fstimate and Avportiomment, and as & member and secretary
of the Armory Beard. His ' as President, has beén
£2,000. per annum in the past. With all the duties now per-
formed by the President &nd two Qommissioners, pertaining to
the Departuent of Taxes and Assessments, and which annually
must result in raising by texation an amount sufficient teo
maintain the eity ef Rew York throvghout the year, and over
one-half the amount required for State maintenance, and pay
the annual interest on the¢ municipal debt, as well, and to

which responsible duties in the past are fte be addad those

incident %o all the vast territory to be annexed, the salary |

of the President is allowed to remain the same as in the
past, and that of the two Jommissioners and two Chief Depu=-
ties is actually decreased.

It would appear by this that the wnpopularity of
taxation, and particularly that of personal taxation is to
be visited upon the eoffieial heads of the Tax Department
and their chief subordinates.

The following schedule will sho*'various salaries
as now paid in the City Governmeﬁt, with the eorresponding
increase, and newly created salaiies, in the Greater New
York, and the unjust discrimination as made against thé

Tax Department alone:




Salarles of City Officials.

Existing Law. New Chartar.
Mayor $10,000. $15,000..
Corporation Counsel 12,000. 15,000,
Commissioner of GCtreet Cleaning 6,000. 73000,

President Roard of Public Improvements ... swss vy 000
Commissioner of Sewers.... . . 74600,
Commissioner of Public Buildings... PR N S 74800,
Commissioner ¢f Bridees....... b v ool D00
Commissioner of Water BUPPLY e« cosivssivon . TyBO0O;
Commigsioner of Highways..... bk 74,5005

These are at present substantially

represented by the Commissioner of

Public Vorks at a salary of

Commissicner of Buildings
Queens and Richmond.

Commizgioner of Charities, ilanhattan
Bronx, Brooklyn and jueegns
Richmond

President Dock 3oard

Presid nt Bourd of Health B,000.
Health Comilesioners 4,000,
S8anitary Commissioners (Superintendent) 4,000
Ass't Sanltary Superintendent 3,000
Becretary FHoard of Health 4,800
Register Board of Health 33500

‘Receiver of Taxes 4,5C0.

PREST. BOARD OF TAXES & ASSESSMENTS 8,000.

TAX COMIISSIONERS ; 7,000.

OHIEPT DEPUTY TAX COMMISSIONERS: ’
Real Fstate Department 4,000.
Personal Property Department 3,500




¢

The Tax Departméent is the one that preoduces by
its work over half the revenue of the entire Stateo, and tte
total revenus of the muhi01pality, out of whiech the salary
of evory ofricial and employee 18 paid. The Tax Departuent
is the only ohe that cohstantly earns. poney for the City,
‘while all the ether departments constantly spend it.

At the same time, the matter of taxation, is gencr-
ally cancededbto be the most important and difficult of
satisfactory adjustment in the consolidated eity.

Iff thereforas under the Greater New York Charter va=
rious other public officials, as shown by the féregoing
1ist are entitled to be compensated in the increased snounts
vroposed, and the President and Tax Commissioners and their
Deputies, to be appointed after the charter becomes a law,
are supposed Lo possess the necessary intelligence, charac=
ter and ability to be entrusted with the additiensl work
that the vast amount of property to be annaxed will require
' @f them, then their intelligence, responsibilities and
labers should be recognized, and they should be paid aecord-
3ingly, by a proportionate i norease, and not in the inverse

ratio, as proposed, by a decrease in their compensation.

it Q00 = —————

Respecttuily submitted.
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C. R, 2852
. No. 6.

City of New York—FINANCE DEPARTMENT.

Record Nov
Atg BUREAU FOR THE COLLECTION OF

Asscssméﬁts and Arrears of Taxes ¢ Assessments and of Water Rents.

Ward o ROOM 35, STEWART BUILDING,

Holin: .. -

Section

Assess’t No.

which was confirmed on thezz/ day of
and entered on the 2 / day

If not paid witlhin Sixty Days after the Date of Entry,
interest will be charged at the rate of Seven per cent. per
annum, to be calculated from said date of entry.

EDWARD GILON, !
Collector of Assessments and Clerk of Arrears.

Payment will be recetved (in money current at the “
several Banks in this City) at the above Office.

NOTICE.
Keep this Bill and bring it with you for payment of
the Assessment, and also see that the BLOCK and

LOT Numbers Correspond with your Tax Bill for the
same property.

the above stated amount of ..... M c2rtahy %ﬁ’(

Dollars.

Collector of Acseosments and Olerk of Arredrs—

No Payment received after 2 o’clock P. M.




g
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: City of New York—FINANCE DEPARTMENT.
Record JV'o/ 7?

Folio. /é/ BUREAU FOR THE COLLECTION OF @7}0% -
Ward........... » 4 fissessments and frrears of Taxes and Assessmen(s and of Water REnIS.

ROOM 35, STEWART BUILDING. < U/
Section. i ﬂ//(? ﬂ;) .
% 1 M%Z«f :
/} -7 7 ’
/\77’!2 L WL W/L}//w vt clens @wnaz’. ¥ %

An assessment has been made upon property for

TINTON AVENUE—SEWER AND APPURTENANCES between

= Kelly street and Home Street; also SEWERS in Prospect avenue,

) between Kelly street and Westchester avenue; Westchester ave-

nue, between Tinton avenue and Prospect avenue ; Clifton street,

between Forest avenue and Union avenue; Forest avenue, be-

tween One Hundred and Sixty-third street and Home street, and

in One Hundred and Sixty-fifth street, between Trinity and
Union avenues,

Assess’t No. ] Block No.

: // which was confirmed and entered on the 21st day of January,
w1897,

If not paid within Sixty Days after the Date of Entry,
interest will be charged at the rate of Seven per cent. per
annum, to be calculated from said date of entry.

EDWARD GILON,

Collector of Assessments and Clerk of Arrears.

§ f’
% j'/ i Payment will be recerved (in money current at the
Ay several Banks in this City) at the above Office.

p.

NOTICE.

Keep this Bill and bring it with you for payment of
the Assessment, and also see that the BLOCK and
LOT Numbers Correspond with your Tax Bill for the
same property.

Sfrom M. =7

the above stated amount of-.....

o7 /{/ 124

" Collector of Assessments and Clerk of Arrears.

ed after 2 o'clock P. M.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor.
gL 1

I beg leave to transmit, for your examination, a report
on Local Taxation as affecting Farms, issued by the United States
Department of Agriculture.

You will notice that acknowledgment is made, by the Com-
piler, to Thomas G. Sherman, for his aid in the matter.

On page 4 you will find a reference to the Department of
Taxes and Assessments, of this City, and of which I feel justly
proud, as the records of this City and State will show the work
that has been done, and the results I feel I have aided in attain-
ing in reducing this so-called "equalization" over forty millions
of dollars during the sixiyears that I have been in this Depart-
ment, and as the last State Equalization Table will show.

I do not believe in self-laudation, but conscious of the
work that I have done, and this pamphlet issued by the United
States Government being an official recognition of the work of this
Department, and to which I give my whole time and best energies, I
take the liberty of sending the pamphlet to you.'

I beg to add that I am indebted to Hon. C. N. Bliss for

.thia pamphlet.
Very respectfully,

L T
b - - IR T L

(One enclosure).







911 and 913 8th Avenue. Owner H. J. Grant.
Assessed: 911 at $14,000 911 Saloon
913 at $11,000. 913 Confectioner

Both three story brick good condition

925 and 927 8th Avenue 925 Groeery

Owner H, J. Grant B 927 Saloon

Assessed: 925
- $12,000, each Both 3 Wxk story brick fair
927 condition
302 West 55th  $6,000, 4 story brick tenement, 8
tenantsy poor conditinm

949 8th Avenue This is a saloon, 3 story
briek, fair condition.
306 W. 56th St,
306 is 4 story lodging
Owner, May H., Lester house, brick.

Assessed 949 at $20,000

306 W. 56 $7,000.

-
931 8th Avenue Asses. $30,000 :)

933 y . 24,000.) R.E, man oppositeoffers
9385 24,000.? 110,000 for these two.

This-~-4 story and stores, brown stone front, good con-
dition.

Owner, pebecca Jones.




EXHIBIT A.---3,

Property of Mawy H. Lester, bought recently for
$52,500, Lot is 25 x 100, Building worth $12,ooq. Assess-
ment $27,000.

Property owned by Grant, similarly sisuated on
55th Street |[Southwest eorner| with buildings worth about the
same, has assessment again& it of $18,000. This property
based upon value of the Lester property would be worth fully
$50,000,

Property of Grant’s |A|: same size of lots with
much better build ing and better location than either of the
above is assessed at $14,000, Value of same being $40,000
~==28-4|10 o]o.

Property of Rebecea Jones |D|. Am informed by real
estate man in store opposite that owner refused $110,000 for
the two inside buildings. At this rate the property is
worth $150,000, and is assessed at $78,000, or 52 o|o of. its
value,

944 Eighth Avenue, Four story store, brown
stone apartment, sold recently for $44,000,00
This is assessed at 22,000,00

Or just 50 o|o of its value as shoi by its transfer.

Mrs, Lester. Value $52,500. Assessed $27,000,--51-5[10 o|o
" Jones * $150,000, * | $78,000.--52 oo

944 8th Avenue " 44,000, 22,000,--50 o|o

Hy J. Grant.
911 8th Avenue. Value $40,000, Assessed $14,000, 35 ofo

oy * o . 80,000, . 18,000, 35 oo

Lots Southwest corner 57th Street and Eighth Avenue




- D

sold recently for $150,000, party paying $50,000, for cormr

lot.

Vacant lot Southeast corner of 56th Street and

#ighth, held at $40,000,




VALUATION BY H. E. ZITTE

1036 Third Avenue, City.

On property John D. Glmravsanns W.S.2d Ave. from 60th

to 61lst Street.

7 Houses N.E. Cor. flst Street, 3d Ave. i 79,000
on 61lst Street 1 door E. of 3d Ave. 12,000

7.S. Madison Ave. 58 to 59th 5¢t. 1,000,000

Houses S.5. 68th St. Madison & Park. 100,000




$10.000

P.C.81.54.

$13000

P.C.54.54.

$8,500

P.C.

60.27.

REAL ESTATE RECORD.

L 8th Avenue, No.335 W.S. 50.9 S. 27th Street,

24x60x22.6x60 - three story brick store and tene-

ment - ForecloséhwanhOpe 8ym. to S.&A.Simon, May

22, $28825.00

2. Hamilton Place, No. 58 S.W. Corner 140th St

19.10x68.7x18.3x76.4. - three sty. brick dwell's

Foreclose: $14,000.
D 116th St. No. 364 SS 125 W. Manhattan Ave
25%100 -~ 5 story brick flat Sml. G. Lockwood, N.

Wilton Cownm $22000.

4. Willett St., No. 84 E.S. abt. 122 N. Riving

ton St. 25x100 - three story brick and frame tere
ment with three sty. brick tenement on rear..

Morris Denbosky. $16,000.

5. 56th St. No. 1556 N.S. 173.3 W..3d. Ave.
18.9x%x80 three sty. stone front dwell'g. Suciana
Govin De Miranda $14,100




$6,100

P.C.4066.

$9,000

P.0.66.21.

6. 104th St. No. 135 N.S5. 350 E. Amsterdam,

50x100.11 - one two story brick office with fram

shed on rear Maria V. Cotes, $15,000.

77th St. No. 64 85 132.6 E. Madison Ave., 12.6x
102.2. 4 story stone front dwelling. Max Bar-

nett. $138 00.




As another illustrati on of how certain individuals
are favored in the matter of assessments a piece of property
owned by the well-known contractor, John D, Crimins, may be

presented. This property has a fwo ntage of 175 feet on 59th

4
Street, 200 feet on Madison Avenue and 150 fet on 58th Street.

One of the buildings erected thereon is occupied by the Lennox
Lyeceum. The frontage on Madison Avenue and 59th Street ¢ on-
sists of stores, and on 58th Street the New York Steam
Heating Company has a large plant, Accord ng to the state-
ment made by some of Mr, Crimmins’ tenants he has refused an
offer of one million and a quarter for the property, and holds
it at one million three hundred and seventy five thousand.

All the real estate men in hhe neighborhood agree that the
property would sell nt. @aiction at a million dollars and
pérhaps much more, yet the tax department has levied an ase
sessmept upon it of only $356,000 ar 35.6 olo on the most
conserv ative estimate of its value or 28,4 per ecent of the
amoun* which his tenants allege he has refusecd, or 25.8 por
cent of the amount he holds it at., An exrlanation of this

® ndition is al® furnish®d by the accompany ing diagram, mark-

ed Exhibit B,







S, Ottenberg, late ditector of the defunet Madison
Square Baﬁk, who seems to have considerable influence in the
Twelfth Assembly District, owns twc factorics Iin that loeality|:
one of which is oce pied by himself, TFrom the rcnts weceived
these properties present the most flagrant example of under-
assessment that has been found during this investigation.

The main building occupied by himself is located on
the corner of secwwnd Avenue and 22nd Street, is five stories
high, with a hundred foot frontage on Second Avenue and one
hundred and fifty-feet on 22nd Street. At the end of the
22nd Street frontage is another building with a frontage of
50 feet, strongly built and faced with granite, It is rented
by Mr. Ottenberg for $12,000 per annum, or at the rate of 6
per cent on investment, $200,000. Both of these buildings as
shown by the tax offi ée books are covered by one assessment
of *100,000. Property omers, as well as real estate men, put
a value on Mr, Ottenberg’s pw perty varying fram $350,000 to
$500,000, but no one valued it at less than $300,000. The
sale of a lot made Octoler 4th, 1894, at publie auetion by
Peter Mayer & Commny,

_owmpenyy-for $33,150 would seem to indicate that the $500,000
estimate is correet. The lot referred to is situated on the

southeast corme r of 19th Street and Se® nd Avenue, and is

covered by a dilapidated building 218 x 99 in size. A dia-

gram of these tw properties is hereto annexed and marked

Exhibit C.







EXHIBIT C.

imﬁ ‘

The building ecor. 19th and 2nd Avenue 8014 yeeter-
day at auetion brought $33,150. It is a brick tenement in
poor condition.

Compare this with property of S. Ottenberg & Bros.
on the corner of 2nd Avenue and 22nd St, which is a very hand-
some cigar factory 100 x 100, Adjoining this, facing on 22nd
Street, 50 feet x 100 is a handsame brick building with stone
facing for factory purposes, rents for fully $12,000 per an-
num., These two buildings are assessed at *100,000, which,
taking the sale of cormer 19th and 2nd Ave as a basis of
calculation, is about one-third of its value; the buildings
on thi8 property are v 1y much more valuable than the 19th

and 2nd Avenue property.

The propertyy on N.E, corner 2nd Ave and 21st St.
100 x 113 belong ng to Mr, Reisechman is assessed at $60,000.
This is an ordinary 5 story brick, occupied by Reischman as
a manufactory; this is a fair assessment as compare d W th
S, Ottenberg & EBros, but the same remarks as to undervalua-

tion apply to this as to Ottenberg’s ppoperty.

The above may be appli® d to the property of Aaron

Wise on the S.,E, cor of 2nd Avenue & 21st St. This is an old

5 story brick Piano Manufactory bought 'by Wise some years ago
for $65,000, from the Haines estate. This property is 66 x

90 and is assessed at $30,000.

The N,E, corner 2nd Avenue & 20th Street 98 x 110

is occupied by the Post Graduate Hospital, a handsome building
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just completed. This is exempt, but a cdparison made of the

prices paid by the hospital with the Ottenberg property would

furnish a god basis to calculate upon.




that 65[100 is the rate of assessment, does not seem to be
borne out if we take the HHotel Winthrop, situated at the
corner of Seventh Avenue and 125th Street as an example. This
property was sold recently for $425,000, which purehase price
is a matte r of notoriety in Harlem, and is assessed at EXSA8Rx
$175,000.

On the opposite corner from Hotel Winthrop is a
plot of ground 100 x 200 with frame dwelling on west half.
It is part of an o0ld homestead., It is assessed to different
men, but it is supposed to be owned entirely by Mr. Schubert

who, it is said, has refused $700,000 for the whole property.

The combire d assessment is $190,200,







A,
Owner--Seidenberg. 5 story and store apartment Hotel "Win-
throp®. Hotel purchased from Alva S, Walker recently £ or

$425,000; assessed at $175,000, 41 oo,

B.

The eight front lots on Seventh Avenue are assessed
at $17,500 each on average, or $180,000, They are worth
$400,000, Reports say that owmers have refused $700,000 for
the 100 x 200.

At value $400,000, assmt $140,000 equals 29 oo,

The 100 x 200 is owned South half by a Mr. Schubert, north

half by a Mr. Stiwab., Totsl assessment $190,200,




Another ca® which shows the sympathy of the nepart-
ment in assess ng rich propertyn owners is brought out in the
assessment of the property owned by George Ehret, the well
known brewer, This property is situated at the S.E., corner
of Eighth Avenue and 125th Sgreet, and is known as the
“Berkshire" building. The lower part of the building is ren-

ted out as stores, which bring a higgh rent. The drug store

on the cormr rents for $8,000, The purchase price paid by

Mr, Fhret seemseto:.bordnown.bp-overPoisrin —ariemmaad va s

$650,000. It is assessed at $215,000, A diagram marked
L
Exbhibit K is hereto attached.
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EXHIPIT *F*

Building "Berkshire”, Location 8th Avenue between 124th and

125 Streets. Owner Geo, Ehret, Assessed $215,000,

Propetty bought short time age by Mr. Fhret at

$650,000, 30.3 o|o |so reported|

500,000 is a fair valuation 43 o|o




"Ee 2.

On the corner opposite Mr. Ehret’s property, that
is the Southwest corner of Eighth Avenue and 125th Street,
the hotel Hamilton and the new apartment property owned by
Mr. Astor. There are various opindons in the neighborhood
as to which property is the most valuable Mr. Astor’s or Mr,

Ehret’s. At any rate the assessment on Hotel Hamilton and on

the other bulldings, im only $217,000,







wpw

Around the corner on 124th Street between Seventh
and Eighth Avenues is situated a new brick building which is
an elegant one for a stable| with a front of about 80 feet,
owned by John J. Quiny an active sl politician. Experts
in the neighborhood say that this property would easily bring

$150,000, It is assessed at $40,000,

No. 57 to 60 inelusive assd to J. Lynch $40,000.
This property is covered by stable used by John J. Quinn, and

is worth at fair e stimate $150,000, It is situated on South

side of 124th Street Nos. 154--160, 4 story brick.
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Attention is cal® d to the assessed value of the
Arion Club situated at the corner of Park Avenue and 59th
Street. The Liederkranz Club is situated next tothe Arion
on 59th Street. These buildings are so well known that only
the assessment is given without comment.

Arion assessment, $150,000,

Liederkranz » 765,000,

' 5'5T§E'fé;ki»kx,1;§"
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The Arion & very hanisome granite building 125 feet on Park
Avenue and 90 feet on 59th St. Assd at 150,000, Valued at
325,000, or 46-2|13 oo

The stables on the N.E. corner of 58th St. & Park
Ave. are owned by Washington Irving and F. G. Thomal{ they are
assd at $43,000 and worth $90,000, or 47-7|9 oo,

The Liederkranz is a h;ndsumu milding 100 ft on
58th St by 125, is assessed gt 75,000; and should bring at

austion over $150,000,




'I'

Thomas Crimmins Wo g while-—net—orvenpying a-trvone,
fhwone% owns a block of hiildings on Se® nd Avenue between 60h
and 61st Sts, consisting of nine five story flats or apart-
ment houses. Using property in the vieinity that has changed
owners, and informati on of the citizens, the estimate of the
value, whieh is placed at $175,000, is undoubted y a conser-

vative one. It is assessed at $81,500 ,

g;hibit I deseribes the loecati on ete.

On same exhibit will be found a description of ano-
ther piece of John D. Crimmins property. A comparison beffween
the estimated value $100,000, and the assessed, which is
$45,400, shows that Mr. Crimmins hes political influence A#

this-dieteriet.,







iy A,

9 five-story briek flat builsings. Owner, Thomas

Crimmins., Assd. $81,500. Value $175,000. 46 ofo

Be
6 five-story brick flat bldgs. Owner, JD.Crimmins. Assd.

$45,000; value $100,000., 45 ojo




On the corner of Madison Avenue and 59th Street is
a building covering 90 x 100 feet, called the "gafger Buildink
The lower part is ocm p:!:ed by stores. The upper part by
rooms used for ball rooms and other purposes. The lot it-
self is wery valuable, because of its location. There seens
to be a uniformity of opinion of people livi ng in the neigh-

borhood that this property is well worth $500,000, The

owner, Wwo Sehlessinger, accoz?\lng to the tax books, pays

taxes on am assessment of $150,000,

Joe
"¥aager Building; 4 story brick. Ome;' Leo Sehlessinger.

Lower part occupied as store, balance of building oceupied
as Ranquet Halls and Ball Rooms,
Assessed at $150,000 )

}‘30 o|o.‘

Fair valuation $500,000




*X* .

" The Southeast cornmer of William and Pine Strecets
is owned by the Gouveneur Estate, and 1is assessed at $350000.
It is worth, according to the valuati on of a well known real
estate appraiser from $500,000 to 550,000, An assessment of

from 60 olo to 660|o.

The pank of New York, on the North Eag corner of

Wall and William Streets is assessed at $5705000.

Nos. 24 to 32 Pine Street are owned by George Hoyt.
This property extends 115 feet on Pine and 65 feet deep. It
is assessed $200,000,
| This property is held in trust for several women.
It is given without comment to show that there are high assess

ments.
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Section 865 of the Consolidation Act authorizes
the Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments to, from time

to time, appoint four persons, to be known as a Board of

Assessors, who shall be charged with the duty of making the“
estimates and assessments required by law for regulating |
paving and repairing streets, constructing sewers, fencing
vacant lots, and all other improvements directed by corpo-
ration ordinance, and .ror which assessments may be made. |

By Section 867, the Comptroller, Counsel to the
Corporation and Recorder are constituted a Board of Revi-
sion and Correction of all assessment lists.

The Commissioners of Taxes and Assesspents appoint
these Assessors, and their clerks, and while they are, to |
a certain extent, a part of the Department of Taxes and
Assessments, their duties are of a charécter entirely re-
moved from those of the Tax Commissioners.

The power and right of supervision of the Tax Com- |
missioners over the work of the Assessors does not appear, ’
by the law, to be clear, beyond that to appoint, remove,
fix the pay and certify to the Pay-Roll of the Assessors
and their clerks. The Board of Revision and Correstion
is the only Board that appears, by law, to have any super-

vision over the work of the Assessors .l

I am of the opinion that a remodelling of the law !

in relation to these Assessors should be had.

I think that the number of Assessors should be
reduced. That they should be appointed for a term of
office, at a fixed compensation, and subject to the same
general provisions of law as any Commissioner or ngad of
a Department, and should be required to give théir whole
time to their duties.




The best interest of the public service demands the|

whole attention of the holder of :;;toffice to an intelli-
gent discharge of his duties.

The office of Assessor has for years been consid- é
ered, to a great extent, a perquisite. The duties in-
volve millions of dollars, and should have the whole atten—?
tion, time and thought of the Assessors.

The Comptroller, Counsel to the Corporation and
Recorder are all officials with responsible duties rest-
ing upon them. I am of the opinion that in remodelling
the law, these officials should be relieved of the duties

of the Board of Revision, and the duty put upon the Board ;

of Assessors direct, with the right of appeal to the
Court by parties feeling themselves aggrieved, and on cer- E
tiorari have the work of the Assessors reviewed, and, if |
necessary, corrected in the same manner as is the work of
the Tax Commissioners in making assessments for the pur-
pose of taxation. 7
I am satisfied that by a revision of the law in re-?
lation to this matter, better results san be attained, not g
only for the City, but for the property owners assessed rorg

improvements. %
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