COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS AND CORPORATION OFFICERS AGAIN RESUMED.

The Rresident laid before the Board the following communication from the Department ot
Public Vorks :

DEPARTMENT OF PuUBLIC WORKS—COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, NO. 150 NASSAU STREET,
NEw YORK, March 22, 1897. /on. JOHN JEROLOMAN, President, Board of Aldermen :

DEAR SIR - The experience of the past year in constructing sewers in certain sections of Fifth
avenue, in advance of the laying of two lines of large water-mains and the repaving of the carriage-
way with asphalt, has shown the necessity, in the interest of public safety and convenience, of
‘fencing off the sewer trenches and the excavated material from part of the carriageway. I there-
fore caused the form of a contract and specifications to be drawn, providing for 4,000 lineal feet of
proper fence, and had the contract advertised for public letting, which was held on the 18th instant.
At this letting two bids were received—one at 40 cents per lineal foot, aggregating $1,600, and
the other at 55 cents, aggregating $2,200—but it was ascertained that ;hrough some inadverfence in
theoffice of the CIry RECORD the advertisement for the contract was omitted one day of the ten
required by law. Everything is in readiness for the rapid construction of the sewéTs, t
immediately followed by the placing of the water-mains and the laying of the pavement. ]t has
been my constant endeavor to minimize the time and extent of .obstructing the great thoroughfare
on account of these works to the lowest possible limit, and I earnestly ask the co-operation of your
Board in that effort. This co-operation can be given if the Board will, at its next meeting, adopt a
resolution authorizing me to make a contract for the fence at a price not to exceed the lowest bid
received at the letting of the 18th instant, without readvertisement and reletting, as prescribed by
section 64 of the New York City Consolidation ‘Act of 1882, thus obviating a delay or interruption
of several weeks in the prosecution of the entire work on the avenue.

I inclose a draft of a resolution conferring the requisite authority, and respectfully urge its
prompt adoption. Very respectfully,

CHARLES H.' T. COLLIS, Commissioner of Public Works.

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Works is hereby authorized to make, without
advertising and public letting, as prescribed by section 64 of the New York City Consolidation Act
of 1882, a contract for four thousand lineal feet of fence, to be used in the construction of sewer on
Fifth avenue for the purpose of fencing off the sewer trench and material from the open part of
the carriageway for the safety and convenience of public travel ; the price to be paid for said fence
not to exceed the price named for the same in the lowest bid or proposal received at a public
letting on March 18, 1897, to wit, forty cents per lineal foot.

‘Which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 7614‘”}/9, ,d’ _,(a,, ﬁe_ {30

(G. O. 1400.)
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WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor.

Dear Sir:

By letter of 22nd ultimo to the President of
the Board of Aldermen, a copy of which, as published in
the CITY RECORD of 25th ultimo, I.herewith enclose, I

requested the Board to pass a rosolutﬁ;p to authorize me

, 4
to make a contraet, without public let'timg, for 4,000

1ineal feet of fence, to be used in the construction of
sewere oen 5th Avenue in fTencing off the s;for trenches
and excavated material from the open part of the carriage-
way, at a price not exceeding the price nameﬁ in the
lowest bid for sald fence (40 cents per lineal foot)
received at public letting on the 18th ultiﬁc, whiéh bid,
however, was defective in form. The object of obtaining
this authority, as set forth in the letter to the Board
of Aldermen, is to obviate the delays of readvertising,
reletting, etec., and to remove that obstacle to the im-
mediate and continuous progress of the work on bth Avenue.

The resolution was adopted by the Board, and is now
awaiting your action., I, therefore, respectfully and
urgently ask your prompt approval of it.

Very respectfully,

Commissioner of Public Works.

Enclosure,
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My dear Mr.Mayor;

Y i s 8 endlose you ‘a copy of the permit

m 0 the Metropolditan Street Railway m for

the change of motiwe power on Bighth Avemme: ' I -

would like yow to put it in your pocket and read it

. a8 your leisure this evening. -  You will Tind that I

have protected the City®s interest in every conSeivabls

way .
Yours very truly, = -~ |

Lt ba BT s

Cpm——__ A e —_—

Hon. Wm. L. 'tr“%1
ce,

or's
- City.
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Messrs lastings and Gleason,
265 Broadway.,

Dear Sirs:

In answar to vour
received through the Mayor's
Department fully comply with
Court, requiring the removal
the sidewalk in front of tha

House, I beg to say that the

w«

letter of Wabruary 2nd,
office, requesting that this
the order of the Supreme

of all obstructions from
premises known as the Astor

fuperintendent of Incume

brances reports that he was not aware that the goeods
wore apaln being displayed on the sidewalks of the Astor
House property, and, upon roeceipt of vour lettery he
ordered the removal of everything found at thas place
designated,

The majority of the obstructions were found at
Doyle*s, N, W. corner of Vesey Street and Broadway,
consisting of one large show-case and contents, eleven
leather bags and one trunk, From No 3 Astor House three
trunks were removed, and from Nos 4 and 6 Astor louse
a show-gase and contents and a sign were removed,

Doyle has persistently defied this Department by
replacing his gooda every time a seisure‘was made at his

place, He has cpenly repudiated the order of the Court

to compel this Department to remove and keep removed cons

tinuously all goods, wares and merchandise placed there.




-

2
He has falsely accused the inspectors of

Incumbrances of resorting to harsh means

Very raespectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

T Publie

.

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information as
requested.
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

The J.L. Mott Iron Works have
presented to the City, through this Department, a
bromse drinking fountain, raised to a height to suit
bicycle riders, to bde placed upon the Boul evard, which
I have accepted; and would respectfully suggest that
the acknowledgment of the sams be made through you to
them.
e

Very truly yours,

- 1 1 —
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D, M. Durell, Esq.,

234 washington Street.

Dear 8ir:
I have received through the Mayor's office

your latter to him of 5th inst., complaining that fruilt
and produce dealars store thoir goods on the sidewalks
in Reed and ¥ashington Streets the same as in days of cld
when the wardman was paid for this privilege.

The Superintendent of Incumbrances reports that,
upon investigation, it was found that the goods complained
of were placed on the sidewalk in trans$t, and consequant-
ly it is not within the province of thisvﬂnpurtmant to
romove them, No evidenee could be procured that the
goods were kept on the sidewalks permanently or even for

an unreascnabhle time.,

Very respactful Ly,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works,
Respectfully transmitted to

the or for his information as
requested.
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Hayor.

Dear Sir:

Replying to the letter of 15th inst., from your
office, informing me of a hearing to-day on Assembly Bill
No 1,488, "to provide for lsying additional water-mains
and erecting additional pumping machines in the City of
New York," 1 have the homor to state that the authority
and the appropriation thereby conferred are very urgently
needed to supercede the present old pumping machinery at
the high thu stations at West 98th Street and at
High Bridge with more effective and more economical
machinery, and to lay additional large water-mains in
the lgp‘ and 24th Vards, to meet the demands for th§ supply
to a rlatilz inereasing population.

1 therefore respectfully ask your approval of the
B1ll. '
Very respectfully,

mm%«——f/} -

ePUTY. Jomnmissioner of Public Works,
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Joseph Wetterer, Baq.,
70 West 100th Street.

Dear 8ir:

: . .I.have recedved through the Mayor's office yeur
lette; of 17th iﬂst.,.éoﬁplaining of the condition of 100th
Street west of the Central Park, and, in reply, I would say
that your block is now under-contract, for.asphalt repaving,
and that the new pavement will be laid as early as practic-
able.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commigssioner of Publie Works,

Respect fully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information as requested.
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Thomas J. Brown, Esq.,

9 Vest 100th Street.

Dear 8ir:

Your letter of 1lth inst., to the Mayer, complaining
of the condition o7 100th Street, west of Central Park, was
referred to this Department, and, in reply, I beg to inform
you that vour block is now under contract for asphalt repav-
ing and that the new pavement will be laid as early as

practicable.

Yery respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner ef Public Werks.

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information as requested.




3 W e T L

-

=i 7
AP R IIUHI AL 770 //%J//

N ANt Fooeet
0 @ Sor
@/%{ﬂ /0715, Rpra

My dear 8ir;

Referring to Act. No. 1028, entitled "An Act relating to
Ninth Avenue in the City of New York"™, which provides for the repaving
of said Avenue with granite blocks from l4th to 16th Streets, I have no
objection to um;amm, I think this Avenue needs an
absolutely new pavement.

Whether Section 2 sufficiently provides for the issue of
bonds to defray the expemse thereof, a‘ not vm clear, but of course
that is a matter upon which the Counsel to the Corporation will advise
you. : ‘

If the Bill becomes a law I shall comsider it my duty to re-
quire the Railroad Compamy now usimg the street to lay the improved
grooved girder rail adopted by this Department, in place of the present
strap rail Which so seriously interferes with publie traffic.

Yours truly,

Cormiss o

Bt b, W orrice,
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0. Ferguson, Esq.,
243 Lenox Avenue.
Dear 8Sir:

I have received through the Mayor's office your
letter of 24th inst., complaining of the dirty condition of
Lenox Avenus,

The Acting Superintendent of Streets reports that on the
22nd inst., all the available force of his Bureau was at work
on the roads in the vieinity of Riverside Drive, to get them
in good conditien for the Grant Monument Inaugural Parade.

The laber involved in removing the dirt from Lenox Avenue
is very great, but rapid pregress 1s being made in the work,

The strip of asphalt between the rail-tracks is under
the sare of the BPepartment of Street Cleaning.

Very respectfully,
(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Werks.

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information, &s requested.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor.

Dear 8ir:

I have the henor to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of 22nd inst., with a communication from the New York
Stencil Cempany, 100 Nassau Street, complaining of hanging
show-cases attached to the adjoining building.

In reply, I desire to inferm you that a representative of
the New York Stehoil Company has called on the Superintendent
of Incumbrances and stated that the letter addrelaod to you
was not sent by him nor any one connected with that econcern,
but is a forgery. The Superintendent of Incumbrances has,
therefore, taken go action on the complaint,

Very respectfully,

Dened g rn Tty

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,
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Dear 8ir;

If the Act mow before you authorizimg the repaving of Nimtk:
Avenue, fails to provide that the expense thereof shall be met by a new
issue of bonds, I desire to inform you that there is mo fund at the dis-
mna.m-:mmmmu—umm.u-—u
taken, without endangerimg other work of the same character requirimg
prior consideration.

; uumm.ommmu-m-cmgno
present year to change the motive powsr of the surface railway om this
Avenue south ef Seventieth Street, but if chamged morth of Severtieth
Street,there will be a sufficient fund on hand te resurface that portiem
of the Avemune north of 70th Street which is chargeable teo the City, and
the portion south of Seventieth Street cam be Pepaved at amy future time
without special legislation.

I am,
Very respectfully yours,
@thal
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A, Hendricks, Bsq.,

24 Test 75%th Street.

Dear Sir;

The Mayor has referred to me for reply your letter
of April 28th to him, requesting that the order issued some=-
time ago mot to sprinkle asphalt pavement after 8 o'clock
A. ¥, be médified or rescinded.

Iz reply, I baeg to inform you that, in the interest of
he public at large and for the convenience of public travél,
it was found necessary and proper to issue the eorder in
guestion, and it canngt movw be modified or rescinded.

Very respactfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy and Acting Commissicner of Public Vorks,

Respectfully transmitted to the
Magor for his informatien.
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John Ihlnréld;-ﬁnq "
962 8th Avenue,

Dear 8ir:

The Mayer has referred to this Department for
attention your letter of 20th ultimo, complaining of the
stoppage of sprinkling on the 8th Avenue asphalt pavement
after 8 o'clock A. M.

In reply, I have to state that Gen. Collis, Commissismer
of Public Works, found it necessary and proper, in the interest
of the public at large, and for the convenience of publie
travel, to issue an order on March 31st, 1897, prohiblting
sprinkling on all asphalt pavements after 8 e*clock A, M,

Vaery respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy and Acting Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information,




Ll

ke N BT {'/
@WWM///ﬂ/ Tttt y/

Crrromaiistorncts % |

u%/fﬂ./’/%ddﬂ/// %M(?/(

i -
GZ><Z:;)éiéé%7;?( May By

Messrs H, H. (Gordon and Co.,

65 Chambers 8treet.

Dear B8irs:

I have received through the Mayoer's office fer
attention your letter of April 26th, complaining of the
stoppage of sprinkling on the asphalt pavement on 8th Avenugy
after 8 ot'elock A. M.

In reply, I beg to say that, in the interest of. thé public
at large and for the convenience of public travel, this
Department issued an order on March 31st, 1897, prohibiting
sprinkling on all asphalt pavements after 8 Ofclock A, M.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy and Acting Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information.
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Albert Baar, Esq.,
Metropolitan Market,
119 Pifth Avenue.
Dear 8ir;

I have received through the Mayor's office your
complaint of May 1lst, in reference to the obstruction of the
front eof your house at 19th Street and 5th Avenue with large
granite blocks and sewer pipes.

The Engineer in charge of the improvemsnts in progress on
5th Avenue reports that the material obstructing the street in

front of your house has been removed.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information,
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George H, Meodeman, Esq.,

502 3rd Avenus,

Dear Sir:

I hava received through the Mayor's office your
request of Apfil 16th for the removal of show-cases and goods
from the sidewalk in front of vour premises, No 502 3rd
Avenue.

In reply, I would state that the Superintendent of
Incumbrances reports that the owner of the show-cases and goods
complained of has removed them in compliance with a notice
gerved on him through the Bureau of Incumbrances.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information.
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Alfred Stevens, Esq.,

412 Madison Avenue.

Dear Sir:

I have received through the Mayor's
office for attention your complaint regarding car-
rails in front of your residence, and beg to inform
you that the Superintendent of Incumbrances reports
that the rails have been removed by the owners-~the
Metropolitan Street Railway Co.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information as requested.
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| My dear Nr. Mayor;
I understand that a Bill will

/ come to you from Albany for your utm) relative to

the location of a publie bath.
I trust the selection of localities
for these baths will be left to the discretiom of
this Department. If the precedent is established
of reguldting this by statute it will lead to um-
necessary expemse and favoritism.
Yours very truly,

Commi ss loner.

' .ﬂo Wm. &' "m"
Mayor's Offioce,
¢ity,
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I wild um the working
foree of m-wuﬂm Avenue from 68th
strnet utoam; “ﬁt. on Monday morning next, the
26th inst., at half past eight o'clock.

I particularly request that you will make
it convenient to come and look at them. I don't
think I shall detain you more than half an howr.

Will you kindly anaswer by bearer? I
would come over amd talk to you sbout it, but am
exceedingly busy.

Yours very truly,

BekOGy %a g TLL I  T¥ ¥RVl R 4 "
Hon. Wm. L. Stro
: 4 { Py b 4 s
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My dear Mr. Mayor;

I do not know how to sufficlemtly
thank you for your great couftesy to me iii the way of
tickets. It has ensbled me to pay off some oblige-
tioms to people whose active cooperation in raising
the momument fund.I shall never forget.

I have just sent two tickets to Ex-Con-
gressman Quinn, but for whose efforts the sacred
remeins might have been carried to Vashington. He
like a good many others seems to have been forgottem.
It is mot your fault however. Others fampiliar with
the subject ought to have advised yom, and if I had
thought they would m« 80, I should have taken
occasion to bave furnished you a list myself. However
everybody says you have done splendidly, w
the old veterams. o
Sincerely your tﬂ.l.

%WM

" Hom. Wm. L. bsnu.

¥ '
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My dear Rr. Mayer;
I have given Mr. Oraham directioms

%0 progeed at once with the work on the old police
station house in B59th Street, though seme other
repairs have to suffer.

In order that the matter may be sxpedited,
X will draw an ordinance to be passed by the Board
of Aldermen, authorising me to do the work for a sum
not sxceeding §3,500 wit hout advertising it. This
will save about three weeks time.

Yours very truly,

m.‘».}
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Wy dear Nr. Nayor;

Whem you are goiag wp towm to-day or to-morrow, 1
vish you would take the Dllswing rowte, so that you may have an oppor-
tunity of seeing some of the Wwork this Department has dome and is mow
doing. I wart you to see it while it is im a conditiom of change and
before 1t is campleted. Particularly, I want to call your attentiom
to the fact thst Pirst Avesme whem [ came iato office was the worst paved
street in New York. IS was impassadle for amy wehicle moving at a
greater speed tham a walk. I suggested to you that this eatire
Avemme should de asphalted, seo as to giwe the east side good transperta-
old and the new parenent, and mless you do it withia the mext few days
you will miss the opportmity of seeimg both at the same time.

Start at Houstom Street & Second Avenue, and drive up Second




I think this will be an object lesson wvhich will give you
immense satisfactiom.
Yours very sincerely,

Whacge #I Beths

™
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John H, Davis, EBq.,
10 Wall Street.

Dear Sir;

The Mayor has handed me your letter of May 18th,
protesting against the rule prohibiting the sprinkling of
asphalt pavements after 8 o'clock A, M, daily .

A large number of protests from people who drive horses
and who own business wagons against constant sprinkling of the
streets with water, required me to make a thorough investiga-
tion of the subjeet, and I found that the best interests of the
City required that these asphalt pavements should be thoroughly
flushed at night. This will be done by Col. Waring, and I _
think you will find that you will be freer from dust than yoﬁ;
ever have beeny because this flushing of water with great
forece will remove every particle of dust and manuré from the
streets which will not accumulate again to any great extent
until the washing is resumed on the following or a subsequent
night. The sprinkler lays the dust but does ﬁat remove it,

Yours respectfully,
(Signed) CHARLES H. T. COLLIS,

Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor for his information, as requested.
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lirs James C.éﬂBrien,
4 Bast 54gR Street.
Dear Madam:

I have received through the Mayor's
office and the Department of Street Cleaning your
letters of May 1llth and 17th ®elative to debris left
in front of your residence, No 4 East 54th Street.

The Water Purvayor repcrts to me that the

debris has been removed.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Public VWorks.

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionment.
Dear 8ir:
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 718,
Laws of 1896, and the resolution adopted by your Board on
the 20th inst,, I submit herewith, for approval by the Board,
an additional plan for the construction of the north approach
to the bridge over the Harlem River at Third Avenue, the work
to be done in accordance with the terms, conditions and speci-
fications of the contract of Isaac A, Hopper for the construc-
tiom of said bridge, dated October 6th, 1893.
The change in plan is fully provided for in the existing

contract.

Very respectfully,

hades KNI Celi,

Commissioner of Public works.,

Enclosure.
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My dear Sir; v
I transmit herewith, brmm.wud
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lavish expenditures are distributed amomg the working classes.

The most imperative duty devolving upon a Municipal Government
is to make its City comfortable for its inhabitamts, and attractive to
its visitors. Money spemt for these purposes comes back a hundred
fold. Terminal charges and cheap local transportatiom for persoms and
comm-mﬁ-nnmmmwutaﬁ by you during your
incumbency of the Mayoralty, bessuse, as you say, they attract commerce.
Permit me to express the opinion that the besutifyimg of the City will
help to keep commerce here vhem it arrives.

My scheme is to lay out this Plaza at the southera end of
Central Park, includimg all that srea between B59th and GBmd Streets, snd
Bth and Eighth Avenues. , .

Apart from the attractiveness of the lecation, you will thus
provide five avenues of approach from the south te the Park; ens of tham
(sth M being devoted exclusively to private vehicles; another
(6th Avenue) being the terminus of eme branch of the Elevated Railway
system; muoﬂc“ (7¢th & 8th Avenues & Broadway) accommodating
surface railways with quick motive power. All of thése avenues in the
near nmvmuma&mm spproved modern pavements. On
the Vest, moammmmm and on the East, where
'm Avenue intersects 59th Street, there are already two large reserva-
tioms ewned by the City, which most sppropristely contribute to the
general scheme.

Aleng the centrs of this open space, I womld construct a
MMOﬁMM&Q*e!mma open only at the um
sectioms of the bisecting avemues.  These platforms from time to time
will Decome the sites of monuments, fountains and memorials erected by




public and private enterprise. The sidewalks should be of similar
material; the roadway of the best mooth and noiseless pavement known;
and the whole ares illuminated by electrieity.

These details, however, cam be postponed until some action is
taken upon the general plaa, & bird's eye view of which, prepared under

my directiom by Mr. Oswald Jackson, of this Department, is herewith sub=
mitted.

I alsc enclose you & sareful estimate prepared by Mr. Webster,
the Buginesr in charge of Sirest Openings, frem which you will learn Chet
in his opimiom the aggregate expenditure would not exceed § /J5CJ00.

I am,

el S

—

Commissioner.

Hon . ﬁliu L. atﬂz.’
. & J

N.Y. City.
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Estimated cost of the Plaza at the southerly
part of the Central Park, extending from 5th to
8th Avenues, and northward from 59th Street for a

distance of about 750 feet.

S e S G e B S e e O S G S S S e o e e e e e Sm e e e e e e e S R e B G e e

« ESTIMATE OF COST,

Regulating and grading,
Earth and rock temoved, 36,600 cu,yds.
Pilling to be Turnished 793,100
; —VFVfﬁﬁﬁ—cu.yds.

at 40 cts. $300,000

Drainage, sewers, drains, traps, basius etc.
50 basins, at $30 1,500
10,000 lineal feet drains,

41,500

Rebuilding roads, bridle paths, foot paths etc,
1250 feet at $15.00 , 18,750

Blue stone curbing, 17,500 ft. at $2.00 --- 36,000

Sidewalks, artificial stone,

20 feet wide, -- 50,275 sq.yds. at $2.- 100,550
Paving Asphalt, 162,070 sq.yds. at $3, -- 486,210
Lighting, eleetrié, 150 posts,

at $100,

Underground wires, etc. 21,000
Water pipes and laying, --~c-cceccccccas 10,000
200 trees, planting etc. at $25, - 5,000
Bridges, alteraticn etc, etc, 10,000
Grass, shrubs, plants 20,000
Retaining wall at lake, 600 feet long,

2000 cu. yd#s, at $7,--- $14,000

Coping ete, 600 ft, at
$10 --- 6,000 - 20,000,

Incidentals, Engineering eses - 125,000

$1,193,000,

<=era,(3>-sz\k/;zrzﬁei,
Aot 6y & Q"
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Nayor,
Dear Sir:

I have the homor to sckmowledge receipt of your
letter of 1st imst,, urging the prompt removal of our material.
from the East 24th Street Pier, to ensble the Dock Department
to build a recreation pier there,

I enclose herewith a copy of 2 letter which I have sent
to the President of that Department to-day, asking him to
order his mam to remove the material to the 28th Street pler,
and giving the reases why the remcval cammot be made by this
Department,

The material comsists of over 3,000 toms of pipes and
castings, and the first intimatiom we received that we were
required to vacate the piler of which the Department has had
exclusive use since 1870, was by letter of 14th ultimo from
the Dock Department.

Yery respectfully,

=
= - "

Commissioner of Publie Works,

Enclosure.
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Henry S. Dickinson; EBq.,
Springfield, Mass,
Dear 8ir:
Your faver of May 26th, addressed to hils Honor,
Mayor Strong, has been referred to me.

In reply, I beg to say that, in this City we have used
Trinidad asphalt, both the Lake and the Overflow, alsc the
California (Alcatraz) and Bermudez from Veneszuela, Nearly
100 miles have been laid in asphalts of this description,

We have also laid some asphalt block and there are soms streats
laid with rock asphalt, most of which is a combination of the
German and Sicilian,

These pavements are lald generally under a 185 years?
guarantee and have proved satisfactory, excepting #ieme of
those laid from the overflow of the Trinidad Piteh Lake.

There is a little more trouble from the rock asphalt on
account of its being undoubtedly more slippery than those
compounded frém bitumens where the sand, to séme extent,
gives a foot-hold.

Respsctfully,

(8igned) CHARLES H. T. COLLIS,

Commissioner of Public Werks.

Transmitted to the Mayor
for his information.
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HON., WILLIAM L.STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionment,

Dear 8ir:
Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 539, lLaws of

1893, I would ask the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to
authorize the issue of revenue bonds to the amount of $8,000
for work and material necessary to make conneetions and
readjustment of the water pipes cognecting with the reservoir
at 42nd Street and 5th Avenue, viz:

Pipe and special castings, 95 tons at $40, $3,800

Labor, lead, yarn, etc,, 4,200

Total, $8,000

Very respectfully,

g 7/ 7. r':;./sz’" .f)

S T ———" ! R e = T

T -

Commissioner of Public Works,
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Copy .

Mrs Leuisa Townsend,

104 Bast 19th Street.

Dear Madam:

I have received through the Mayor's office your
letter of June 4th, also your similar letter of same dats to
me direct, complaining that the water 'was shut off on the
afternocon of the 3rd inst. and on the morning of the 4th inst.
without notice.

The Chief Engineer reports that the water vwas shut off
in the vieinity of 104 East 19th gtreet by a contractor %o
enable him te make connection with the water-main, and that
the water wag then turned on again.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Publie Works.

Respect fully transmitted to
the Mayor for his information, as
requested.




LAW DEPARTMENT.

OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION.

New York, June 4th,

Hon Charles H.T. Collis,
Commissioner of Public Works.
S ir:-

I have received your letter dated June 2nd, 1897,
to the effect that you are called upon to fit up,furnish
and have ready for occupancy by July 1lst,a new City
Magistrate's Court and offices in the new Court House, re-
cently completed, for the Sevemnth District Police Court
 and prison, and a BDistrict Court for the Eleventh Judicial
District.
| You state that as the expense was not provided
for in the current appropriation for "supplies for and
cleaning public offices,"you have ask&d the commissioners
of the Sinking Fund to authorize you to provide the necess-
ary fittings and furnishings, and charge the same to the
unexpended balance of the fund created for the erection of
the Court House.

You ask my opinion as to whether the expense im
question can lawfully be charged to and paid from that fund.

The erection of this building was authorized by
Chapter 43 of the Laws of 1892.

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund were au-
»:thorized to select the location for the building and re-
quired to file a map of the lands selected.

Vpon the performance of these acts, the duties
of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund seem to have ended.
Provision was then made for the acquisition of the _ land by

the appointment of Commissioners of Appraisal and the con=-

firmation of their report.




it would be mecessary to let the same at a public

letting to the lowest bidder.
Very respectfully,
(Signed) Prancis M. Scott,

Counsel to the Corporation.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionment.
Dear S8ir:

In my letter to you of 28th ultimo, as Chairman of
the Commissioners of the 8inking Fund, I requested authority
to proceed with the fitting up and furnishing of a new City
Maglstrate's Court in the new Court House in West 54th Street,
and to charge the expense to the unexpended balance of the
fund created by Chapter 43, Laws of 1892, for theerection of
that building.

By letter of 7th inst. I transmitted to you a copy of
the opiniom of the Counsel to the Corporation that the
expense 1s properly chargeable to that fund.

I now respectfully ask the authority_of the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment to proceed with said work and
eharge the expense to the fund provided by Chapter 43 of
the Laws of 1892,

Very respectfully,

Commissioner of Public Works.
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J. W, Deaken, Esq.,
New Amsterdam Hotel
4th Avenue and Zilt Street.
Dear 8ir:

In answer to your inquiry as to whether the con-
tractor who is repaving 32ad Street, between Oth.lnd 9th
Avénuon, is obliged to relay the flagstones on~the sidewalk
in as good condition as they were im prior to the tearing up
of the sidewalk, I beg to say that the Water Purveyor reports
that the contractors for asphalt on 82nd Street, from 5th to
10th Avenue, are the Warren-Scharf Asphalt Paving Co., It was
necessary for them to set the curdb omn the correct grade at
this locatiomn, and if any flagstones were disturbed in doing
80, it is your duty to reset them so as to conform to the
established and correct grade.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted to
the Mayor as requested.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor,

Dear Sir:

I enclose herewith a copy of my reply te

a letter addressed to me directly by Mr J. W. Deaken,
similar to the one received through your office for
attention.

The letter was answered as early as possible,
all the time between its receipt and the date of
the answer having been required to investigate the
matter and make a proper repert thereon.

Very respectfully,

W%’

eputy Commissioner of Public Wor;;:

Enclosure.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
: Mayor.
Dear Sir:-
In reply to your letter of June 11lth, enclosing a letter from
"a contractor" who claims that it was impossible for him to obtain a
copy of the specifications for the Spuyten Duyvil Bridge, I desire to
say that a much larger number of specifications for this work was printed
than is customary, and that 150 copies were distributed. A number of
requests were received from contractors outside of the City to have the
same sent to them, and as a large number of local contractors also ap-
plied, our supply was exhausted. It was too late to have an additional
supply printed, as bids will be opened for this work on June 14th,
Applicants for the specifications were so informed, and an of-
fice copy was kept , which can be examined by all who desire to do so,
It is customary to have about 40 specifications printed for
work to be done by this Department, but the Spuyten Duyvil Bridge being
special work, a larger number was ordered.

Very respectfully,
Clicanlrs S Ll
M

/fz§;°77H77V74’17
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Messrs Purlong and White,
93 Nassau Street.
Dear 31rsé
I have recelived through the Mayorts office for
attention your letter of May 27th, referring to my communica-
tion of May 19th, in reference to show-cases, signs and other
obstructions on the sidewalk in front of the Astor House,

The Superintendent of Incumbrances reports that daily
inspections have been made since your letter was received on
June 2nd, and on that date and on June 5th respectively a
number of show-gases and signs were removed to the Corporation
Yard. Bubsequent fo this removal no obstructions have been
replaced by the store~keeper. It is therefore hoped and
beliaged ihat the last seizure and removal have had the desired
effect. However, reinspections will be made regularly, and
if any obstructions are found agein they will be promptly re=-
moved to the Corporation Yard.

Very respectfully,
(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to the
Mayor, as requested,
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Benjamin Poth, Esq.,

N. B. corner of 104th Street and 1lst Avenue.

Dear 8ir:

I have received through the Mayorts office your
letter of June l1l4th, complaining of the bad condition of 1st
Avenue, between 100th and 108th Streets, on aceount of ths
relaying of the rail-tracks.

The Water Purveyor reports that the repaving of lst
Avenue being a large work, it necessarily causes some incone
venience to residents along the line thereof, but pracautions
are taken to cause as little inconvenience and annoyance as
possible, no more intersections being opened than are neces-
sary for the systematic prosecution of the work.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS ,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Transmitted to the Mayor for
his information as requested.
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B. L. Burrows, Esq., C

Secretary td the Mayor.

My dear lr. Burrows:-
A personal friend of nine, Mr. Joseph Coaron,

of the firm of Comron Bros, who have an ordimance before the Mayor
to be signed, which was passed by the Board of Aldermen, has spoken
te me about it, amd I take the greatest pleasure in writing to you
to say to the Mayor,--as I am very busy, it is rather imprebable that
I could see him before Monmday,--whea he is about to sign or reject
this ordimance, that Mr. Comrom is a busimess nan of this City,
ewming Droperty here amd a tax-payer, and that he has been doing
business at 130th Street amd 12th Avemue for the Dast six or seven
years, that he has close and imtimate relations with the people up
there who are engaged im distributiag beef in the upper section of the -

City, and that he has remted the new premises mow about to be occupied

by him for 21 years, aad has put in an expensive plant and has

practically made contracts with a large nunber of the heef people
up‘thore for cold storage purposes. There seens to me to be no

reason for mot allowing hin to lay his water pipe in that section,
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under the ordinance as passede It insures competitioa, which is

good for the 1ife of business up there, and it would certaialy be a
very great hardship on hin if the ordinance should he refused by the
Mayor, after the expense he has gone toe I sincerely trust
that the Mayor will see his way clear to sign this ordinance, and
I am sure there caan be no good, logical reasons advanced why any one
person should be given the exclusive privilege for that businmess. The
momopoly as I take it is im opposition to the aims of good govermment.
On the other hand, Mr. Conroa is a voter for our admninis-
tratiom, amd has supported it cordially fron the start. He has
always been a republicam, and from ny personal acquadntance with
him, I cannot speak too highly of his merits.

Yours wvery truly,

%W
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG§

Mayor, e

L

For your information in the matter of the daily

Dear 8ir:

communications sent to you by Messrs FPurlong and White, and

referred to this Department for attention, regarding alleged

incumbrances on the Broadway front of the Astor House, I

tranamit herewith a copy of my letter of 23rd inst, to

these gentlemen, who send similar daily communications to me.
Very respsctfully,

eputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Enclosure.
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Hon, William 1. Strong,
Mayor.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to transmit herewith for your information
copy of permit issued by the Department of Public Works to the'Tubular
Dispatch Company, and cer tificate of acceptance thereof and agreement
thereto by sald Company, as published in the City Record of the 29th
inst.; and I beg to call your particular attention to the provision
therein, under paragraph 16, for the rendering of an account of gross
receipts of said Company, under oath, annually, to the Comptroller of
the City of New York, and for the payment of percentage thereof into the
Treasuryefﬁtg,the credit and for the benefit of the Sinking Pund, and for
the execution, when required by the Comptroller, of such further assur-
ance of their obligation for payment of such percentage as the Counsel
to the Copporation may devise and advise in the interest of the City
of New York.

Very respectfully,

W%'

eputy Commissioner of Public ?orks.

Enclosure.
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P, Reosenberg, Bsq.,
686 9th Avenue..
Dear 8i¥{

I have raceived through the Mayor's office your
letter of June 23rd, complaining of poodsdisplaved on the
sidewalk by a grocer -at No B88.9th Avenues: .

The Superintendent of Incumbrances reports that your
complaint is the result of a quarrel between neighborsg, and
that the party against whom your complaint is directed also
complainsg of signs and other obstructions in front eof your
premises, He adds that he has served both of you with notices
to remove the ebstructions complained of,

Very respectfully,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissiéner of Public Werks,

to Hio ‘Haner She Maper for his

information, as m
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Hon, William L. Stromg, Mayor

" Ashbel P. Piteh, Comptroller,

" George W. Birdsall, Chief Engineer, Croton Aqueduct.
Gentlemen:

I have the homor to recommend your approval, in
pursuance of Section 352 of the New York City Consodidation
Aet of 1882, of the pattern and price of the followimg water
meters.vhich have been tested by apparatus in the Pipe Yard of
this Department, and proved rolliblo, a'ceu'rato and durable:

The Hersey Water Meter,
~The Standard Water Meter,
o0 The Empire Water Meter
at these pricess

rolze:. . : iy
:715 Prices

i,

2 60

100
226
- 400

| Viry respectfully,
(Signed) Charles H. T. Collis,
Commissionarof Public Works.

S Wl aeed
23 Vaud ewpoloy ot
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¥rs V. H. Inman,
1l West $6th Street.

Dear Madam:

I have received through the Mayer®'s effice for
attention your lstter of 3rd inst., objecting to the erection
ef an electric lamp-post in front eof your house, Neo 1]l ¥Vest
56th Street,

The Superintendent of lLamps and Gas reports that the lampe
post to which you objeet has already been set and the flagging
around it rejaid carefully and well, =making a very goed jeob.
The post has been placed under the contraet with the Ediason
Electric Illuminating Co. for lighting 56tk Street. The
Company state that they have incurred comsidersble az;mb in
setting the lamp-post referred te, and would be put to addi-
tiornal expense in removing it. In lighting streets lampe-
posts must de placed im fromt of certain persons' housss
uniform distances apart, and as the proper place for the post
is in front of your homse it would mot Be right to place it
in front of somebody else's house who weuld have Just cause
te object. The lamp-post is meat and will be furnished with
an unobjectionable, low-tension lamp similar so-thosc in S5th

Avenue.

Yery respect fally,

(Signed) HOWARD PAYSON WIIDS,
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works.

Respectfully transmitted teo
the Acting Mayer, as requested.
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Dr Horace T. Hanks,

766 Madison Avenue,

Dear Sir: s
The Mayor has referred to this Department for atten=

tion your letter of June 28th, stating that the temperature of
the water furnished in your house is 1009.

The Chief Engineer reports that the water at No 766
Madison Avenue was heated by an escape of steam from the
New York Steam Company's pipes between €5th and 66th Streets.
The Company was at once requested to repair the leak; and
wrote this Department on the 10th inst. that they sxpected
to complete the repairs that night.

Very respectfully,
(8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,

Respectfully transmitted to the
Acting Mayor, for his information as
requested.
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Hon. John Jeroloman,

Acting Mayor. \\

Dear 8ir:

I referred to the Superintendent of Incumbrances
for immediate action your letter of 9th inst,, regarding
a summer garden ostabliahod.by S8aloonkeeper Parks on the
north-east corner of 8th Avenue and 34th Street,

I agree with your view of the objectionable character
of such gardens on the sidewalks, and this Department has
reported adversely on several resolutions of the Board of
Aldermen to permit saloonkaepers to ﬁso the sidewalks for such
purposes. ;

. ; The Suﬁériﬁtennont of Incumbrances served a peremptory
‘order on Saloonkeeper Parks to removed the obstructions form-
ing the garden forthwith, and one of our inspectors reported
that the notice was complied with on the night of the 12th
inst,, all tables, chairs, plants and awnings having been

removed. '

A reinspection was made yesterday morning when the side-

walk véa atill found free of all obstructions, .
respec¥fully,

‘Deputy Commissioner of Public Works,
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Hon, John Jeroloman,
Acting Mayor.,

Dear Sir:

Por more than & year the sidewalk surrounding the
site of the propased Herald Square Rotel on ¥6th Street, 6th
Avenue and Broadway, has basn in very bad condition and is
in need of immediate improvement,

An ordinance has been passed by the Board of Aldermen to
authorize this Department to improve Rhe sidewalk, and I
mpocttu).ly ask you to approve the ordinapneq im ordey that
we ay proceed with the nepesgsary work without waterially
delaying the asphalting of 35th Btreet, which §8 undeér captract,

ery respactfuliy, ,
7hints

Deputy Commissioner. of Public Works,
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionmment.
Dear Sir:

To enable this Department to make necessary repairs
in the Criminal Court Building, for which no provision was
made in the appropriations for 1897, and, acting in this
matter in accordance with the advice of the Counsel to the
Corporation, and the suggestions of the Comptroller, I have
the homnor to ask for the following tranaforl of unexpended
balances of appropriations for 1896, viz:

Prom "Sewers, Repairing and Cleaning" for
1896, \1,000

From "Repairs and Renewals of Pipes, Stop=
cocks, etc.,” for 1896, : 1,000

From "Public Drinking Hydrants" for 1896, 2,000

Prom "Aqueduct--Repairs, Maintenance and
Strengthening® for 1896,

To "Public Buildings, Construction and
Repairs® for 1897,

To "Supplies for and Cleaning Public
Offices® for 1897,

Very respectfully,

‘<, E Syt Z ’ :
’é% : g o 7 N,

—,

Commissioner of Public Works,
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HON, WILLIAM I. STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionment.

Dear Sir:

I have the honor to request the adoption, by your
Board, of the enclosed resolution, authorizing me to employ
the necessary engineers and inspectors during this year,
beginning July 16th, on the repaving work to be done in
pursuance of Chapter 87 of the Laws of 1897.
Very respectfully,

A7 4 ‘
’

QQ’:/,:;J:‘{;Z L{ {,4;,/4”' }1/{7‘/ Z;’/: L (’ / g
S = i £ L, S

Commissioner of Public Works.




Resolved, That, in pursuance of Chapter 87 of the Laws of
1897, the Commissioner of Public Works is hereby authorized to
employ during the year 1897, beginning July 16th, in the work
of making surveys and measurements, giving lines and grades,

and supervising the work of repaving streets and avenues

designated and to be designated by this Board for repaving

under the provisions of said Act:
One Transitman at $1,600 per annum

One Rodman" at $1,200 per annum

said salaries to be paid from the proceeds of stock or
bonds to be issued under the provisions of said Act, together

with the amount required for necessary inspectors and expenses

of transportation.
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Hon. John Jeroloman,

Acting Mayor.

Dear Sir:
Por your information, I enclose a copy of
a letter I have this day addressed to the uayqr,
as Chairman of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment; also copy of a resolution for introduction at
the next meeting of the Board.
Very respectfully,

“@/MJ a/‘f\/ &ﬂ(a

BB =SS

00mnisaioner of Public Works.

Enclosures.
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayor, and
Chairman, Board of Estimate and Apportionment.

Dear Sir:

I have the honor to request the adoption, by your
Beard, of the enclosed resolution, authorizing me to employ
the necessary engineers and inspectors during this year,
beginning July 16th, on the repaving work to be done in
pursuance of Chapter 87 of the Laws of 1897.

Very respectfully,

(8igned) CHARLES H. T. COLLIS,

Commissioner of Public Works.




Resolved, That, in pursuance of Chapter 87 of the laws of
1897, the Commissioner of Public Works is hereby authoriszed to
exploy during the year 1897, beginning July 15th, in the work

of making surveys and measurements, giving lines and grades,

and supervising the work of repaving streets and avenues
designated and to be designated by this Board for repaving
under the provisions of said Aet:

One Transitman at $1,500 per

One Rodman at $1,200 per

said salaries to be paid from the proceeds of steck or
bonds to be issued under the provisions of said Act, together

with the amount required for necessary inspectors and expenses

¢f transpertation.




a7

.
17

Q///ﬂ//.ﬁ'ﬂ/ jfr//.;%(z/// %/‘{/ '

1;67¢522/77 : /7;4

Hon. John Jeroloman,

Acting Mayor,

Dear 8ir:

Mr Washington Jacques of the Murray Hill Hotel, who
presented your introductory letter of 21st inst., wishes to
have an electric lamp placed on the south side of the street,
and not on his sidewalk on the north side.

The Superintendent of Lamps and Gas reports to me that
the lamp is already placed and connected with the electric
subway, and that the two nearest electric lamps, east and
west, are on the south side of thé-street.

I think Mr Jacques will admit that it would be an extra-
ordinary and irrational proceeding to put three successive
electric limpu on one side of a street, and none on the other
side. The people on the south side might reisonably and
Justly object.

Considering the present distribution of the lamps, and
the fact that the one in question is already in place, I am
constrained to decline to make any change in the position of
the lamp.

Very respectfully,

— e —— |

Commissioner of Public Works,
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William T, Standen, Raq,,

U. 8. Life Insurance co.

Dear Sir;
The Mayor has referred to this Department for attene
tion your letter of 16th inst,, relative to loose car—réils
at Park Place and church street,
These rails or tracks are owned by the Broadway and 7th

Avenue Rallway Co.,, and are used only when Vesey Street is

blocked,
The Rallway Company has been requested to repair the

tracks te prevent the mud and dirt from splashing around, as

complained of in your letter.

Very respectfully,

(S8igned) HOWARD PAYSON WILDS,

Deputy Commissioner of Public works,

Respectfully transmitted to
the jpeting Mayor for his infor-
mation as requested,
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,

Mayor.
Dear sir;

The enclosed letter, addressed to you by
Mr Henry B. Barnes of 156 Pifth Avenue, and refer-
red to this office, complains of nuisance and annoy-
anee from the stabling ogbrolay horses of a Railroad
Company on vacant lots néﬁr the Boulevard,-

The matter is entirely outside of the jurisdie-

tion of this Department,k

Very respectfully,

oo it

eputy Commissioner of Publie Works,

Enclosure,
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Bion L. Burrows, Esq.,
soorourv zo the Mayor.

Dear Btr:-

On rocciﬂ er your lothf er uth lut.. desiring
tho appointnnt r Je H. l.ym as laborer, I made inquiry
u to hu -tmdug oa the cligiblo ult, and Tind that he
rogistonl for tho pos 1t1u or 'olm' on htrury 19th
lut, und 1: No. um on that 11:8. ! also find tmt he
is nozth.r a ntcru nor a rer-ur nw tiran, to
M the ln givn profomco for appout--rta. At lenst
100 appointments Iom have to be made before his name could
be feached under Qtlﬂnm tul muhu. even if he
'mmmmwm& lﬂ of ®cleaners®
to QMONM' s:-mmmnua
years ou; and vuu m-aauy aot ’l” ‘the phnud xam-

Mdﬂm cmmm under these cir-
mum, it 1- ngsoniblc rw me to ;m Mr. Meyers am
lppohmnt.

Very respectfully,

Gl cloo KD e le o

Mm\

Commiss longy of Public Works.




