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Nassau AND WASHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEES

OF THE
New YOorK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

,¢{77M%€ébngFeb- 7th/96

Hone William L. Strong,

Mayor City of New York.

The trial of the electric motor car which was to have
taken place on Thursday (postponed on account of the weather) will

take place tomorrow, Saturday morning at eleven o'clock.

President IHowell respectfully requests the pleasure of

your companys

Yours respectful ly,

o
&z @(/&/L‘Z( €€ _—
d Secretary.







Nassau AND WASHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEES
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NEw YORK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor City of New York.
Dear Sir :-
Herewith please find drawing, showing location of the

proposed steps and elevators from the Brooklyn end of the New York

Station, to Rose street ; also estimated cost of construction and

operating.
This is the information that was promised by the President at

the last meeting of the Board.

Yours respectfully,

//;Z%/@z:;

Chief Engineer and Supt.
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New York, March 26th, 1896,

Hone William L. Strong,
Mayor of New York.

Hone. Fredk. W, Wurster,
Mayor of Brooklyn.

@Gentlemen:

This communication is submitted to you jointly s as the chief
magistrates of the two cities owning the New York and Brooklyn
Bridge, since there may be no power vested in the Trustees now
controlling and managing said bridge, to consummate the purpose in=
tendedt |

If fhe proposition herein submitted is to be acted.upon, some
enabling legislation may be essential, and in view of that, we re-~
spectfully urge speedy consideration on your part;

We propose to organize under the Laws of the State of New York,
a corporation authorized to construct, maintain, own and lease
bridges across the East River between the cities of New York and
Brooklyn, to operate railroads on bridges existing or to be con-
structed, and in connection with said railroads, to construct, own
or leape and operate extensions in both citiea; said corporation
will give adequate guarantees to fulfil any and all agreements that
may be entered into between 1t and the clities of New York and
Braotlyn;

08 behglf of sald progpeptive corporation, we offer to lease

foF & tém of years from the cities of New York and Brooklyn, the

falivay now operated over the New York and Brooklyn Bridge, include




Rou2s

ing rollimg stook, motive power and terminals, end to pey to the
gities as rental, an amount to be agreed upon as fair and just, bdut
to approximate the net earnings heretofore derived by the cities
from the Rallwey of the Bridge, besides fully maintaining the roadw
bedy tracks; rolling stock and motive power, together with shops, ‘
oto; in the best condition, subject to the approval of the Chief
Bngineer of the Trustees of the New York and Brooklyn Bridge’. The
gities to continue to r;eceive and hold all income derived from real
¢state owned by the Trustees, tolls from the carriage-way, and
income dgrived from privileges granted by lease or contract to tele
egraph and telephone corporations, and to retain full jurisdiction
of sald bridgol.

If such an agreement 1s made, the prospective corporation will
undertake to accomplish the following#

.Mﬁ Provide continuous rapid transit between yew York and
Rropklyn without change of cars, by Jjoining the Elevated Railways of
the two cities, not only as they now exist, but as they may herew
after be uhmlod; ‘

m Reduce the rates of ?are to passengers using the elevated
fallweys and the bridge, 2 1/2 cents per single passage, or five
obhts Per round trip, by abolishing railway tolls over the bridge
6 Pussenijers who have paid a fare of five cents to the elevated
Fatirosa.,

Srd: Aboldsn the imvonvenience of two transfers, thus saving

“ ﬁ\ passengers desiring to cross from one city to the other, more




Rbe3e

than twenty miputes per round trip.

4th: Insuring to the cities of New York and Brooklyn & fixed
and certain income from the rallway of the New York and Brooklyh
Bridge, and eliminating the cost of making changes and providipg
improvements, pending the continuation of the agreement or any
renewal thereof’.

5tht Continuing the operation of the local rallway over the
New York and Brooklyn Bridge, as it is now operated, or will be
after the new terminals are completed, at the same rate of fare,
three cents, and two and one half cents, as is now charged
by the citias..

To accomplish these objects, we will -undertake on behalf
of the prospective corporation to obtain from the Brooklyn Elevated
Railroad Company and the Kings County Elevated Railway Company of
Brooklyn, agreements, whereby they will stipulate to operate their
traines across the New York and Brooklyn Bridge without extra charge
to their passengers, either geilng to or coming from New York, to

the snd that for a single fare of five cents pald at any elevated

railroad station in Brooklyn, or at the terminal of the elevated

rallrond, which will be an extension of the bridge railway terminal

in New York, & passenger will be transported over any and 81l the
slavated raflronds of Brooklyn and the Bridge, it being the jntente
fo o give Pl transfers in Prooklyn at all connecting points.

& SAMNLESI0H 9122 alag be obtained from the elevated rdtle
Féad. oviganles ut the same reguletions and rates of faré ghall
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apply %o any extensions constructed by them, pending the duration
of the agreement or any renewal thereof between the prospective
corporation and the two cities;

You will recall that at a conferencey at which the subject
matter herein contained was informally discussed, at the Mayor?s
office in New York on February 27th, 1896, a prominent representaw
tive of the Manhattan Elevated Railway Company stated that to ampid-

fy and extend accommodations for the benefit of the travelling pube

lic, the Manhattan Elevated Rallway Company would if desired apply

to the Rapid Transit Commission of the City of New York for new

routes and extensions in said city.

A route germane to the question herein_discussed was mentione
ed, viz; "Beginning in a line with the New York terminus of the »
rallway of the New York and Brooklyn Bridge, over and along.Centre
Btreet to Canal Street, thence westerly along Canal Street to West -
Broadway, connecting by a curve with the west side division of the
Manhattan Elevated Railway,"" thus affording through railway come
municatidn between the west side of New York City, the City Hallv
of ﬁew York, and all points in Brooklyn reached by the elevated
railroads;

If this route was constructed trains of the Manhattan Eleva-
¢d Railway oould be operated over the bridge and over the tracks
of the elevated railways of Brooklyn , and vice versa; By this means
the Manhattan Elevated Rallway would obtain terminal facilities

at Port Hemilton, two at East yew York, and at Ridgewood (Queens




Noeb5e

County line) , thereby increasing its carrying capacity three or
four«fold from what it now is, besides affording the only possi-
bility of continuous through travel between the boundaries of
"Greater New York;"

Another route was discussed that the Manhattan Elevated Raile
wayshould undertake to construct, and which if constructed would .
be the means of saving the citlies, under the Act of 1895 authorize
ing the construction of a bridge between Broadway, Brooklyn, and |
Grand Street, New York, an amount varying from five to ten million
dollars, -depending upon how far mms into and across New York the
Commissioners would otherwise construct a railway approach in
connection with that bridge, and which wouid also afford through

rallway communication from Brooklyn and all the longitudinal ele=

vated rallways of New York with all the steamship lines and fere

rles south of Desbrosses Street in the city of New York, viz:
"Beginning in a line with the New York terminus of the New East
River Bridge, near the foot of érand Street, thence :westwardly
along Grand Street to Canal SStreet, to Desbrosses Street, to
West Street; thence southerly to a point at or near Pier Eo; 1l
Rarth,hiver:"

Naturally, the motive power of the elevated railroads operate
ing aveé# the New York and Brooklyn Bridge, will be adapted to ovef—
2 omé %ﬁﬁ?gfdais of the railway of the bridge, as we appreciate thai
‘ﬂ'ﬁ‘!i;ﬁlng bridge should not Se required to bear any additional

burdeéw in the shape of superstructure.

4
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We are prompted to offer to the cities of New York and Brooklyn
substantially the same income they now receive from the railwgy of
the bridge, notwithstanding that we extinguish tolls, because we
have an abiding faith that safe, continuous rapid transit combined
with cheap fares will create a so great "Greater New York" as to
insure large and growing business to the railways with which we
are connected‘.

Should you desire any further particulars or a conference in
order to arrive at a conclusion, please address either of the unders
signed’. : .

/4 e . Yours respeifqiilly,
s N T s
e .o Wl GG Sorsa L

// ///’ /)

Yoo S 7-'/&&#’4'/6—#‘/(

L

»\_,,,«’C)/‘ZM»% /3/4»:«/\ /%/ky/ ﬂfmm |
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Nassau aND WasHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEES

OF THE
NEwW YORK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

J

- 4//’///»//&// /_April 11/96 /409

Hon. William L. 8trong,
Mayor City of New York.

Dear Sir :-

There has been a bill introduced in the Assembly at
Albany, known as Assembly Bill No. 340, which provides that
incandescent eleetric lights, of not less’fhan thirty candle
power each, be placed at g distance of 50 feet apart along both
tracks of the Bridge Rallroad, to prevent accidents in case of
fogs.

| Should that bill come béfore you for approval, I should be
glad tq.communicate with you on the subject,
Yours respectful ly,

/é— /(i((, PR St

Chief Engineer and Supt.







Brooklyn, May ©Oth, 1808.

To the Trugteas of the
MEW YORK AND BROOKLYMN BRIDGRE,

,Sf"UUkl yn » N Yo

igsed by ecounsel that power ig vested

3 & E 3 p— 3 - . ! wa+d p
rate 4 rellroad, b authorilze

r railrcadse over the

congideration

o permit
the reilros
-
throvgl ele gd railroad rFANSROYr T from

alevated railrosds in

viece veors

The aeceompanying map owg the entire eleveted railroad

of Brooklyn now operated, 1uding terminsls and conmnoct=




the New York and Brooklyn Bridee - 2l torethe r, 28 ]/23
mileg of double traek, sidii not estimated.  (About two milosg of
sleveted etrueture from Third avenue and 65 th street to Fort
Hamilton, under ecntraet for eonstruction, is not shown).

We recognize that the bridee strueture will net pe
of ary cdditional) dead load being suspended from the cables

suparimposed upon the trusses, nor should any oxcesgsive live load
be put upon ite roadbed, all of whieh vou will find hee béen fully
considered when we submit detailed plans, which in this reepeet

briefly stated are: That the loeomotives, or if priferable one of

the cars of oach elevated train be supplied with a eable erip, so
while on the bdridre the elevatod trains wi be propelled by

me ‘manner as

York tz2rminus one track

incoming platform and one traek adjscent ti

11 .be reserved srecially for elevatsd traing, leaving the

trackage md switehine facilities as are now available for the

-

TRl T
,V;"'J__E; (5]

railroad, and by mears of whieh the bridee railroad trang-
porte 20,000 paseengers per hour and 140,000 pagsengers per ddy.
The enpneity of the railroad of the brid will then be 40,000
pagssenpers per hour, or 280,000 passengers per day, anti eipat ing
iwcrgﬁsing travel for at least twenty-five years henee, and alford-

ing through transportation without change of efrs to 60X of passen-




gers using the railroads of the brl own records will
show T,}'xz'?.‘!’ 45% of the entire railroad passenge traffie ‘of the
the bridre by the cloys=
that 60X of such traffie
woluld eros the bridie pth was in elevated earg, if the annoyanece
amd logg ‘of time in making transfere were eliminated, is cortainly
moderate, and if se the ope 3 of local brides dnd elevated
traing on gubs the' game haadway would afford passcngers
bridre railroad more
now enjoy or will have when the new terminale
e completed, should all elevated passengers continue o be trange
forved as hersetofore. The ihh%ﬁtiun.tﬁ operate railroad Lrains
acroge the bridre on 40 socondse headway would oe carried into
practice, ehanpad only to conform te thé use of ithe railroad trael

of the bridre in common by the tralng of the bridge railroa rid

the traing of the elevetasd railroads.

Sinée the el ted rai pperate. traing congisting
a locomotive and five cars each, ani he loeomotive while on the
bridee tracke will | it a2 grip meehing,; it die but neecogsary to

gompare the weight and length of a loaded elevated train

reight and length of 2 loaded bridre train to detarmine that

maximum live load imposed on the bridee is praetically the same

in both enses.




Aversge weight of an elevated locomotive with
coal and wate 48,000 1bs.

Weight of five empty elevatod ears, 125, 000
Arrrerate weiprht of 500 passengors (averare 130 1bs.) 85, 000

B

Tote) weipht of a five ear glevated train and motor, 238,000 1bs.

4 »

a trein and motor ever all,

Length of a five car olevated

Weipht of one bridre eleetrical moter eavr, 38,000 1lbs.
Welpht of three bridre cz2ble cars, 120,000

e

Weight of 500 pemssenprers (same ms above), 00,000
:

Total weight of a four car bridre t 241,000 lbs.

Length of a four ear bridre train, 200 ft.

o

Thould vou be 2dviged that you are

in sugprosted mnd
we would propose a tevn of not less then ten nor more than wenty-
Pive years. To ruard apainet any érror of judgment and te ineure
he beat possible serviece, the arreement should contain an exy ress

rrovigion of the following import: *If at any

Mrat year of the srreemeént the Trugtees should conelu

arreement 18 not to the bost interest of the Cities,

minated on 30 devs notice, and at any time during the euntinuance
of the arraement the Trigtaes may upon 10 days notiee ehange eched~
ulgg in sueh manner that both systems of railroade will be operated

to ‘beat serve the travalling publie, to . the end that there shall be




no diseriminetion againet any class of passengers sesking trans-
portetion over the severasl railroads operated across

The Trustees can repulate z2nd maintain the revenus 1o

derived by the Cities by fixing the rent or toll per capit
be paid hy pessengers ecrossing in elevated railroad ears.
Brookl in and Kingg County Elevated Railroads would
be oporated under onad mandremont, which would permit of their
traing while on the
tione egtablished by you.

Respeotires the cost of the extengions necegsary 1o make
connections with the alevated railrosds  in Brooklyn, the olevated
rajlroad companies would pay thée eost of construetion, ineluding
coat of property and aagomentg, Or pay an annual charge on zn
interest and sinking fund basie as you may elaet.

This offer is submitted without prejudlee te your scdord-
ing to any other trensportation eompany privileges consistent with

preveiling eonditions,

Yours respeetfully,

™

p8t. Brooklyn El, R. R. Go.,
21 Sands St., Brooklyn, N,

Prest. Xi

nge County El. Ry. Co. ’
arle Building, Washington
Brooklyn, M. Y.

Y
14
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Nassau AND WASHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEES

OF THE
New YorRK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

T 7 7 -
A //’/»/%/7// Oct. 29/96 709

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New York
and Brooklyn Bridge, held on Monday, October 26th, 1896,
Mayor"urster offered the following resolution, which was adop ted.

"Resolved - That the question of surface tracks on
the Plaza be laid on the table for the present ; that if it is the
wish of this Board, they shall r;cmme-ixd "the employment éf three
prominent engineers - one to be appointed by the Mayor of New
York, one by the Mayor of Brooklyn, and ene by the President or
Vice President of the Trustees of the Bridge, who when selected
shall form a Board of Experts, which shall thoroughly go into
this q.uestion and report as to the strength of the Bridge and the
feasibility and practicability of the cars of the surface rail-
roads and the cars of the elevated railroads, or either of them,

crossing the Bridge. That a sum not exceeding $3000 shall be

set aside for that purpose."” /
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BROOKLYN ELEVATED\RAILROAD COMP ANY,
31 Sands Street,

KINGS COUNTY ELEVATED RAILWAY COMPANY,
540 Franklin Avenue.

Brooklyn, N. Y., March 16th,

To Hons,
Fredk. W, Wurster,
George W, Palmer, Committee of the Trustees of the
William Berri, New York & Brooklyn Bridge.
Seth L. Keeney, ) ;

Gentlemen:

Having before us the Report of the Board of Experts, the

Report of a sub-Committee of the Trustees, dated February 16th, 1897,

leading to final action of the Trustees after receiving report of their
Chief Engineer (dated February 22, 1897,) on March 9th, 1897, and
your communication of 15th inst,, we submit for your consideration the
following:

That the Companies we represent, to wit: The Brooklyn
Elevated Railroad Company, which will hereafter be called "the Brockp
lyn" and the Kings County Elevated Railway Company, which will here—‘
after bé called "the Kings" are as desirous now as ever before of
affording'their patrons better facilities for travelling to and from
New York at the lowest possible rate of fare, and certainly at no
higher cost than is now exacted from them.

The action taken by the Trustees at their last meeting leaves
but terms to be agreed upon between the Trustees and the several rail
road companies, You have asked us for propositions, Evidently we

should as near as possible confine ourselves to treating the subject




from the standpoint of the Elevated Systems only. Obv iously there
are conditions precedent to any agreements that affect all railroads,
and we shall discuss these first and hope that if not all, some of our
views will cammend themselves to you,

(a) Elevated trains shall use the railroad of the New
York and Brooklyn Bridge (hereafter called "the Bridge") conjointly
with the Bridge Railroad trains.

(b) surface cars (hereafter called "trolley") shall use

the carriageway conjointly with vehicles of all descriptions.

(c) All railroads having terminals coincedent with Bridge
terminals should be permitted to participate and become parties to any
agreement,

(d) The Superintendent of "the .Bridge" should apportion
to each railroad the number of cars or trains to be operated over the
Bridge, and initially the basis for this should be the number of pas-—
sengers that each Railway Company has brought to and taken from the
Bridge railroad for a stated past period.

(e) The fare to be charged to passengers crossing the
Bridge,.either in cars of the trolley, trains of the elevated or regu-
lar Bridge trains (which will hereafter be called local bridge trains)
shall be uniform to all passengers, The railroads to add the amount
/to their regularmrates of fare.

(r) The payments to be made by each railroad company,
whether in the form of a per capita toll, car mileage basis or fixed
rental should be uniform as near as it is possible to make it,

(g) TEBach railroad company at its own expense, shall make




its connections with the Bridge, such connections to be subject to
the approval of the Chief Engineer of the Bridge.

(h) All necessary construction, additions to, and changes
on the Bridge shall be made under the immediate control and super-
vision of the Chief Engineer of the Bridge; the cost to be apportion—v
ed in the ratio of the train service allotted to each railroad company
and so paid for by the several raillroads, who shall become parties to
the agreements.

(3) Bach railroad company. for itself should furnish ample
and acceptable security, the undertaking to warrant compliance with
all the conditions and covenants of the agreement,

(k) All rules and regulations in force and as the same may
from time to time be changed by the Superintendent of the Bridge, shall
be strictly observed by the several railroads participating, and in
order to insure this and to make rallroad travel on the Bridge safe at
all times, all cars and all trains of cars upon arrival on the Bridge

structure shall be taken possession of by Bridge emplocyees and trans-

ported and retransported over the Bridge as Brldge traihs and returned

to the employees of the several railroads at the point of original de-
parture.

(1) The Chief Engineer of the Bridge or his authorized
subordinates shall at all times have power to inspect the motive power
equipment and appurtenances of the several railroads, and his conclu=
sions as to efficiency and soundness shall be binding on the companies.

(m) The elevated railroads anticipating as long as
local Bridge trains are operated on the Bridge railroad, the impossi-

bility of sending all their trains over the Bridge in the rush hours,




have agreed that whatever schedules shall be arranged between them
and the Superin tendent of the Bridge, elementary there shall be one
train of the Kings and two trains of the Brooklyn within any stated
period,
(n) If experience shall demonstrate that all the trolley

cars approaching the Brooklyn terminal of the Bridge cannct cross
over the carriageway, but that only a limited number can, then in
order to falrly apportion through transportation from all sections
of Brooklyn without change of’cars, such trolley cars as are exéluded
shall be those of lines under or adjacent to the elevated raillroads,.

‘(o) The several agreements should stipulate that at any
time within six months after any railroad shall have operated 1ts cars
or trains on the Bridge and the Trustees shall determins and declare
by notice in writing, stating cause, that the discontinuance of such
service is to the better interest of the Cities then the company so
no tified shall within ten days thereafter discontinue to operate
its cars or trains over the Bridge, and sald Company or companies
shall have no claim agqinst the Trustees or the Cities, but it or they

shall within thirty (30) days thereafter remove if demanded by the

Trustees all constructien made for it or them or if required, the same

shall remain as the property of the Trustees, for which no claim or
charge shall be allowed to any of the companies affected, except if
sald appurtenances or construction are to remain to be used for the
benefit of any of the other raillroad campanles, then the same are to be
pald for by the company or companies using them, and all questions

arising under this paragraph that cannot be ad justed between the several




railroads among themselves and the Trustees, shall be referred to

Hons, Abram S, Hewitt, Chas, A. Schieren and Alexander E, Orr, the

determination of the majority of whom shall be binding and final, All
parties to agree that such decision shall be of the same affect as the:
decree of a Court having jurisdiction. .
(p) The several sgreements between the Trustees and the
railroad campanies, while not stating any definite period of duration
shall be binding on the several rallroad companles and on the Trustees
during their terms of office and as far as may be now or hereafter

provided by law upon their successors,

We now propose to make to you alternative offers en behalf of
the "Brooklyn" and "Kings" for the privilegg or grant permitting our
trains to cross the Bridge. Before doing so we decem it but proper to
call your attention to some underlying principles and facts that
should be controlling and fundamental in arriving at conclusions:

1st, The Bridge has cost the Cities of New York and Brooklyn
over $20,000,000., Since the entire amount paid by the

Trustees from 1883 to the Cities has been but a trifle

above $3,000,000, adding interest to the initial cost the

‘éridge has really cost the Cities cver $30,000,000.

In no one year since the Bridge was opened to public use
have the Trustees ever earned net above operating expenses
from the Raillroad of the Bridge, much to exceed $300,000.

As an investment per se the Bridge has been a failure, but
by its effect on business in New York and on the development

of the residential area of Brooklyn, its value and results




are inestimable,

The marked increase of travel on the railroad of the
Bridge has been always concurrent with the opening to public
use of elevated railroads in Brooklyn. We call your atten-
tion to the following years 1685-1886: Beginning of opera-
tion of the Brookiyn from Fulton Ferry and Bridge to East
New York, 1888~-1889, beginning of the operation of The

Union Elevated from the Bridge, Sands Street to Ridgewood

and Fifth Avenue, in part, and the Kings along Fulton

Street to old City Line, 1889~1890, extensions of The
Union Elevated along Fifth Avenue and the Kings beyond the
0ld City Line, 1893, beginning of the operation of the
Sea Side Elevated Rallroad and the completion of the
Fulton Elevated Division of the Kings.

Since 1893 no construction of elevated railroads in
Brooklyn has been made and from that period to the most re-
cent date for which an official report has been filed by the
Trustees, the earnings of the railroad of the Bridge have
been declining instead of increasing, and this, notwith-
gtanding the fact that within the period stated, the surface
rallroads of Brooklyn have changed their motive power to the
most approved form, have afforded rapid transit which in
point of speed is superior to that of most any other city of
the Country and the service givem is certainly most ample,

Notwithstanding that recently almost daily publications are

made of great increase of Bridge earnings, it 1s a fact




that with the almost doubled capacity of the Bridge Rallway

since the completion and operation of the Barnes Martin
System the earnings of the Bridge Railroad are considerable

below the maximum of 1892-93, the same rate of fare prevall=-

ing.

Prom these facts we urge this deduction, that if there
were gcecorded to the Elevated Raillroads free transportation across the
Bridge, conditioned that a fare of five cents would entitle a passenger
to a ride from the City Hall New York to any point on any of the routes
of the Elevated Railroads and vice versa, the travel over the Bridge
would ire rease not less than twenty per cent (20%) the day it went
into effect, and more than one hundred per cent (100%) within five
years thereafter and within that period the assessable value of real
estate in Brooklyn and the population would increase as much if not
more than in the period 1885-1893, But for the present and until
legislation can be had a free Bridge and a single five cent fare can-

not be and hence the following alternative of fers:

PROPOSITION NO. 1.

"The Trustees shall determine the net revenue per capita after
paying all operating expenses derived from the railroad of the Bridge,
during any year since it was opened to public use, and since the fare
of 3¢ and éyé¢'has been established, and charge that amount (which we
believe to be somewhdre between 92 of one cent to 1 cent per passenger)

to the elevated companies snd in addition thereto charge the actual cost

of power, and service given and disbursements incurred for the Elevated




Railroads to the end that the net revenue, derived by the Trustees from

passengers riding in elevated trains shall be the same, mo more and

no less, than the Trustees derive from passengers using the cars of

the local Bridge Railroad and that the fare on the RKlevated Railroad
shall be no more than five cents plus the regular Bridge fare, thus
affording the passengers for the same rate of fare a through ride, as

they now pay for the privilege of changing cars twice daily.

PROPOSTITION NO, 2,

That the Elevated Rallroads shall sell single tickets for
eight cents, excursion tickets (double ride) for fifteen cents, retain
but five cents for a single ride or ten cents for a double ride, and
turn the entire remainder over to the Trustees, The Elevated to make
no charge for the use of its cars, cable grips, and wear and tear
or the idleness of its emplcyees while its trains of cars are in pos-

session and under the management of the Bridge.

PROPOSITION NO, 3.
The Elevated Rallroads offer to cross the Bridge on any terms
that may. be named by the Trustees, basing their reliance that the
terms must be fair, if fixed by the Trustees, to them and to the
public; since the elevated will only charge in addition to their
regular fare of five cents, the exact amount that the Cities will in

any form or manner add to it,.

In conclusion we beg to say, that the crossing of the Bridge
by Elevated trains cannot in any manner decrease the revenue of the

Bridge, mo matter how or on what basis the fare of the Bridge railrcad




is collected fram the Elevated. On the contrary better facilities
will invite people to settle 1in Brooklyn in preference to suburban
towns in New Jersey and Connecticut, Please bear in mind that the
same service and power you give the Elevated Rallways would be given
to your own trains inasmuch as a Bridge train will be taken off for
every elevated train put on the Bridge and certainly no one will con=-
tend that Elevated trains operating on the Railroad of the Bridge will
diminish the revenue of the driveway or interfere with the free cross-
ing of trucks, bicycles and carriages.

May we not hope that before the Legislature of 1897 adjourns
that the Chief Magistrates of New York and Brooklyn will petition the
legislature to consecrate the Bridge for any and all purposes for which
it was designed as a free public highway.‘

Respectfully submitted,
BROOKLYN ELEVATED RAILROAD CO.

By
FREDK., UHLMANN, Prest,

THK KINGS COUNTY RLWVATED RATLWAY CO.
By

JAMES JOURDAN, Prest,







Brooklyn Jan.228 1897.

Hon.George V.Palmer,
Trustee.
Dear Sir:
I owe an apology %0 you - which I heredby offer - for not

answering sooner your letter asking for information about the

dischargs of Patrick Ryan.

During the last year that Mr.Ryan worked on the Bridge,
there were twenty-fouwr pays (we pay every two weeks as you are
avare), and Mr. Ryan was abseat from duty - from a few hours to
fourteen days - during eighteen of these pays; and the time lost by
him was almost twenty perceat of the whole time. . This 1rn;uiauty
wvas the cause of his discharge.

’ Yours respectfully,
C.C.Martin,
Chief Engineer and Superintendent.




(Do 1. Aot 5 %7
sy i -

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor of New York City and
Trustee R, Y,/ & B, Bridge.
Dear 8irie
I mest respectfully beg leave to place in your hands
a pretest against the eause given by Mr, Martin for my discharge
S
in his letter <o Mmm, dated January 22nd, 1897, as unjust, tne
reasonableg and witheut precedent on the Bridge.

Mr, Martin gives as the cause of my discharge that
during the last year that 1 worked on tﬁq Bridge (my ninth year)
that I was absent from duty frem a few hours te 14 days during
12 pays out of 24, or about 20 per cent. of whole time, I have
net kept a record ¢f the time 1 may have beem off duty. I did
net deem it necessary so long as I was excused, whether through
sickness er for any ether purpose by the officials empowered te
de se,

He gives me gradit for six full pays. 1 presume they
are for the months ef Fabruary 2, April 2 and May 2, Af he refers
to time table fer the month ef March he will see that my name was
noet on the table for the five Sundays of that menth, and cense=
quently could net draw twe full pays. I have, and so has every

conduetor on the Bridge, got excused at times for sven ene hour,

and of course was not paid for the time; yot, such cases are new




recorded against me among short pays.

On December 20th, 1895, before going on duty at 12:50
P. M. I asked for and got excused for the following Thursday,
Christmas Day. Same evening, I took unwell while on duty and
was obliged to get off sick, about four e'clock . I remained
homs sick for fourteen days. I believe these are the fourteen
days feferred to by Mr. Martin. About 4th January I thought I
would be able to resume work. I'worked.but one day and was laid
up again until, I think, January 18th. During the week following
the 18th I got excused from working on a couple of severe days;
but from that time until June 4th, nearly four menths and a half,
I was off duty (regularly excused) but one day.

I desire to state that it was customary for Mr. Martin
to send either the Bridge Docter or a messenger to my house if I

was off sick te see that I was not faking. The time that I re=-

luctantly lost through illness, with other financial losses which

I sustained, made it compulsory on me to work when in condition

to do so. And I state further that my only support, sick or well

was what money I received for the work that I performed on the
Bridge.

This is the first case that I know eof during my term of
nine -years on the Bridge where an employee was discharged for the

-3-




cause given by Mr., Martin., On the contrary, I have seen in many
cases when a conductor had been off sick on his return to work
they were placed on the extra list, or some privilege given them
that they could put in full time (such opportunities were never

given to me, nor did I ask for them). There are many circum-

stances which I can quote if it shall become necessary to prove

that I have unjustly been discriminated against.
Hoping, Hon. sir, that you have sufficient information
in connection with the case to enable yoﬁ to have justice done teo
me, I remain, sir,

Very respectfully yours,

/(“’(/A/> . 9
Q/Cf‘/ Ooce’

£
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Nassau ano WasHINGTON STs.
TRUSTEES 5

OF THE
NEW YoRK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

) 7 ~ ;
Thiooktyn dorid wfov 19
= [

Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor City of New York.

Dear Sir :-
At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New York

and Broaklyn Bridge, held this day, the following resolution was
adopted :-
. Secca

Resolved - That this Board hereby approves Assembly Bill
#1420, introduced by Mr. Brush, entitled - "An Act providing for
and regulating the carriage of passengers across the New York
and Brooklyn Bridge and affectimg the rates of fare therefor."
And be it further

Resolved - That the Secretar be directed to notify the Honmor-
able Mayor of iho City of Brooklyn and the Homorable Mayor of tho'
City of New Yorky:

H-' Respeetfully; sV ¥







Nassau aAND WASHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEES

OF THE
NEw YorK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

) 7 - >
%)///{J%é//// /__April 15/97 709 _

&
e

Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor City of New York.
Dear Sir i=
: At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New

York and Brooklyn Bridge held this day, the following resolution
vas adopted : '

Resolved - That this Board‘dilappfovo of Assembly Bill
#5908, 645, 1401, introducsd by Mr. Brennan. entitled - ¥k Aot to
grade and regulate the employes Bf the New York and Brooklyn Bridge
hours of labor and for the creation of a pension fund, and to cre-
ate a tenure of office for employes on the railroad and ticket |
deparé;ant of said Bridge.® And it is further

Resolved -~ That the Secretary be éirected to notify the

Honorable Mayor of the city of Brooklyn énd the Honorable Mayor

of the City of New York, of the action of this Board.

Réspectrullﬁ;

Secretarye.







Nassau AND WASHINGTON STs.
TRUSTEES

OF THE
New YorK & BrRoOKLYN BRIDGE .

/Q%&ﬂmé%?”;;Anril_li/az‘vﬁﬁQ_
flon, William L. Strong, .
Mayor City of New York.
Dear 8ir :- .
| At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New York
and Brooklyn Bridge, held this day, the following resolution was
adopted ;

Resolved - That this Board disgppron of Assembly Bill
#1810, 1990,12:;8:{1&?:&1 By'ﬁ.Agge?:raﬁthofize gnd direct the Truse-
tees ot‘the New York an@ Brooklyﬁ Bridge to erect booths thereon.
for the protection of policemen patrolling the same." And be
it further

Rgsolved - That the Secretary be directed to notify the

llonorable Mayor of the City of Brooklyn and the Honorable Mayor

of the City of New York of the action of the Board in this matter.

Respectfully,

,)//?2;f4,~7/(2%%2¢%%3/ Secretary.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.

My Dear Mr. Mayor:

I desire to direet your attention to the bill "pro-
viding for and regulating the carriage of passengers across the New York
and Brooklym Bridge and affeé¢ting the rates of fare thereof" (No. 1420,
Senate Bills), which comes before you fér hearing.

This bill, as you know, empowers the Trustees of the New York
and Brooklyn Bridge to abolish the fares on the rallroads of the Bridge
under certain conditions, which will doubtless prove advantageous to
both cities.

I trust that you will see your way clear, as I have already

done, to approve of this measure.

Very truly yours,

May 6 r.







&‘

c Z’l/llr‘.l //. . 7/11'/'71’/;. ////ﬂlﬂ e ///// 77 .
‘

\ ky\"\’\

//// //'// v / // II202 77,
/5 Y. /é/l//l//// /

» '///':'l/- /.’T'/l/'////'// : / :
> ' - //,«m///”,». NY, say 2sra, /Ser.

Hon. William L. Strong,
New York.

Dear Sir:-

By direction of the President of the Trustees of the New
York and Brooklyn Bridge we hand you herewith copies of proposed con-
tracts between the Trustees and each of the Elevated Railroad Compa-
nies, and the general form of contract proposed between the Trustees
and all of the surface roads.

The forms enclosed show the various changes which have been
suggested and agreed to down to this time, and the President asks
your criticism of the several forms of contract and such suggestions
of additional change as may occur to you as proper to be inserted.

Yours respectfully,

{ V7G%VA£;QQL(f
(Enclosure) 2







45SAU AND WASHINGTON STS.

TRUSTEES

OF THE
New York & BrooxLYN BRIDGE .

>, 2 /7
7, 4 -~ _
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. /}./////A/&// N Hl& 30/97

Hone William L. Strong,

Mayor, City of New York.

‘A special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the New York
and Brooklyn Bridge will be held at this pffice on Thursday,
August 6th, at 2 o'clock PoM., for the purpose of considering
the Contracts with the surface and elevated railroads for crossing
the Bridge, and for such other business as may come before the

Boarde

Respectfully,

Secre tarye.







Nassau AND WASHINGTON STs

TRUSTEES

OF THE
NEw YORK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .
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Hon. W. L. Strong,
Mayor, City of New York.
Dear 8ir :-
I beg to enclose a protest just received from the

Hone Alfred C. Barnes, who at one time vfas a member of the Board
of Trustees of the New York and Brooklyn Br’idge.

This 1s one of many similar communications we have had from
others. The matter referred to is out of the jurisddction
of the Bridge Trustees, but it is not so understood by the

general publice Please have A Communication forwarded to the

proper departmente.

Very truly yours,

TP . g

™

7







(-/ \ Vassau AND WASHINGTON STS.
TRUSTEYKS ’ \ i

NEwW YORK & :7-: LYN BRIDGE . ) 7 /7 - 5
dqlcf OF THE PA S/DEN/ ///'//////; 77 Octe -]-J~/U" /d'y .

-

Michael KJJ.].:;', ESq.,

tv, Order of Knights of Labor, DeAs #49.

Your letter of Octe 10th, addressed to the Honorable
William L. Stiong, has been refeired to this office for rcplye
There is evidently a wrong impression regarding the dis-

charge of Bridge employees, which is implied in your lettere All

cmployees of the Bridge, other than policemen, are subject to dis=-

missal at any time by the Superintendent ; he has now and always

has had sole authority over them, the Trustees in turn holding

him responsible for the proper conduct and operation of the

structure. Mr, Patrick Ryan was discharged by Superintendent
Martin for reasons which he considerczd satisfactory, and the
Board of Trustees has sustained him in his actione All of this
was before 1 became a member of the Boarde I am merely stating
the facts of the case to

~Respectfully,

(8igned) William Berri







Nassau AND WASHINGTON STS.

TRUSTEES

OF THE
New YOoRK & BROOKLYN BRIDGE .

?) 7 7
44,
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. ////’/fﬁ//» S

Hone. William L. Strongsy
Mayory City of New: Yeork.
My dear Mr. Strong :-

: I beg to enclose herewith a copy of my
reply to Michael Kelly, Secretary of the Order of Knights of
Labor, D. A. #49, in the case of Patrick Ryan, about whom he wro te
you a few days agg, and which letter you referred to me for
replye.

It seemed to me unnecessary to go frrthcr into the case
than the enclosed letter indicates.
. Trus ting my. action meets with your approval, believe me,
Sincerely yours,
e Pt e B

Prcsidente
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Hew York Mall & Newspaper Transportation Company.

Now York, Yov, 27nd, 1897,
To the Trustess of the
Hew York and Brooklyn Bridge.
Gentliemen:

. The Board will douwbtless remember the maki of an agreenmont
in HMarsh last batween the Trustees and the MNew York Mail & Newspaper
Transportation Company for the construction and maintenanee of a double
1ine of eight inch pnoumatio tubes over the bridge between the main post
officos in New York and Brookiyn for the purposs of carrying mail between
the two post offiges.

Huoh delay has ocouwrred. But wivhin the past ten days the Company
has passed into the hands of & syndicate at the head of whicsh stands Mr.
John T, Milholland., Sinee Mr, Milholland took control the desired permits
for the construction from the eastern end of the bridge to the Drooklyn
post olflipo have beon obtalned; arrangements have been entered upon Lor
the scequisition ¢f 4 line of pipes slresady sonstructed from the Hew York
post office to a polnt in Park Reow cpposite the western ond of the bridge
and Durther arvangements have besn made for the bonding of the cirowit
to seoure tho additional funds neocded %o sonstruct and put the sirsuit
in actual eoperation; arrangaments 400 have been made with the Post 0ffise
Department for the transfler $o this Company of the Federal postal oon-
tract for.the operation of this Circult now held by thas Bateheller Pnou=
- matiec Tube Company of Philadelphia, .

In counection with this transfer all rights of opsration of the
eircult in guestion under the Batcheller putents becoms vested in this
Comp Ny . : 3

ARl theo various rights are this centrad in this Company; the 'plans
of this Company for its line of tuhes goross the Bridge have bsen sent
to the Engineer of the Trustess. The matter is thus in practical readi=
ness for immadiete and prompt construction, One thing alone obstructs our
plans for instant aoction. The parsons vho stand ready to take the bonds
insist as a condition oi thelr taking the bonds on not only the prastisal
eertainty that the Company would not be compalled to remove its tubes
from the bridge on Harch 1st, 1802, but on a laegnl sertainty that the
tubes may remain in place Tor a period of thirty vears. :

The Company tharefore has a combined proposition and request to make
to the Trusteas, nanelys

That the present lease be cancelled and in its place & new loase
given on similar condltions but with thirty gears to run., In eonsideration
of the enlargoenent of the term the Company will agree to an increasad
annual rental, viz: seven per eent of the annual gross receipts of the
Company from this slreult, the rental to be in no year less than Ons
thousand dellars., The Company will furthor agres to have the cirewit in
agtual cperation by March lst, 1898, and the rental shall be at the rate
of One thousand dollars per annum until operations are commenced, While
at the present rate of Yourteen thousand dollars the seven per cent will
not overrun the Onse thousand dellars per anmum, informal application
has already beon made for an inerease of appropriation for this olircuit,
with strong probability of an inerease to & much larger figurse. We hope
that the saven per cont will amount to Two thousand dollars per annuw
after the Tirst vear.

It is belioved that what has been done within the past fortnight,
goupled with the fast that the Tubular Dispatch Company, of which v,
Hilholland is alao President, has already ono sirouilt in operation in Yew




2.
York City and 4s Just completing a second, affords a strong guaranty of
prompt action on the part of the Company under its now managesent.

The poasstal aunthorities are asking that we procesd at once. The ade
vantage to both olfties in a five minute mail service is apparent. ¥e ars
ready 1o proeeed without delay if the modification osan be made.

: Yours very respectfully,
The New York Mall & Wewspaper Transe
portation Company,
' Samwal W, Torrey,
BaaTotary.




Post 0fTise Dopartment
Sacond Assigtant Postmaster General
YVashington
a9%h Hovamberg 1007,
Hre. John Bs Milholland,
Tribune Bullding, Wew York, . 7.
Dear Siry

s Your letter of Novembor 19th, advising us of the fagt that rou
hove made all praatisal arrangsnents 1o progesd frmadiately with the
puotmatic tube line betwaeon New York and Brooklyns by way of the Brookly
bridge, axaept in the matter of saouring negessuyry axtansion of the lease
%mmd by the trusteas of the Brookiyn nridgs %o the partiag holding
'?3 ﬂré,g;mu contrast with this Dopartment, has boen rogsived and oons
SRABTR, .

The Department is very anxious 40 sesurs the oomplotion of this line
batwaan Mew York and the Srooklyn post-offise at tha vary sarliest prage
ticablo memens, as 1% regards the sorvies of very proat importanase,.

It womld geamn vary dasirvable, indeed, that the owp any's leass or
ggxmﬁ of the right of way to lay the tubes on the Brookdyn Bridge should

sxtondsd for & porded of, say 20 or 25 years in order that NAABBAPrY
bondas eonld be planed,

IT you will kindly advise this offige of the tine and plage of most-
ing of the trustess »f the Brooklwn Bridgs, sopmeons ropresonting the Dow.
partmant will ba vary glad to appear bofors them amd pargonally urge the
sutsnslion named,

The Postmagter Gsneral is now in Yew Xork, and X suggeat that vow
wmmunleate with himy, st onse, through Postmaster Van 30t8y in the hopa

that he may Dind 1t conventant to present thia mittery porgonally, Lo
the trustees at this time,

Vary traly youwrn, .
{egd) M. 8., Shallenborgsr
Saonnd Asut.P. . 8 {;i‘-':fﬂ'




THE NEW YORK

MaiL. AND NEWSPAPER

TRraNsPORTATION COMPANY,

THE TRIBUNE BUILDING,

g /'ﬁ\‘r : ) 9
‘(_/////Z //(f/j Dec.2nd, 1897, /3’?

William L, Strong, Esq.,
Mayor of wew York,

New York City,

Dear Sir: :

We take the liberty of enclosing you a copyof a letter re-
cently addressed by us to the President of your Board, and also & copy
of a letter recently received by Mr, Milholland, ofour Company, from
the Second Assistant Postmaster (Qeneral in connection with the same
matter,

We have so far presumed as to send this correspondence to the
individual members of your Board because it is quite important to us as
well as to the United States Mail service that the matter should be dis-
posed of at the next session of the Board, if possible; and we under-
stand tha{ it will be brought up for consideration at that time,

To what is stated in our letter to the Board we may add that,
since sending that letter pursuant to our present contract with the
Board, we have ilready gottenm our line of tubes from the New York Post
Office practically completed to the Wew York end of the Bridge, and the
portion of the lime from the Brooklyn Post Office to the Brooklyn end of
the Bridge is in active course of construction,

Our plans for cressing the Bridge are under consideration of

Mr, unrtiﬂ, the Bridge Engineer, and we understand that the precise




THE NEW YoORK

Mair, AND NEWSPAPER

TransPORTATION COMPANY,

THE TRIBUNE BUILDING,

Y ~
Strong - 2 - {(//ﬂ/////// /yq

plans are likely to be settled on and approved almost immediately.

The members of the Board will recollect that by the terms of
our lease from the Trustees we'are strictly limited to carrying the
United States Mail, so that our application is substantially one by the
Pederal Government; and for a purely publiec purpose and, in our judgment,
involves a matter of considerable public importance to the inhabitants
of both Brooklyn and New York,

Very truly yours,
THE NEW YORK MAIL & NEWSPAPER TRANSPORTATION COMPANY,
by r;2?1q,;%??'qz¢v%2zﬂ/

Secretary.
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Prustesn Brooklyn Bridge,
Brooklyn, N, Y..

Isntlanenies "

Pia it aver oseur to you that the Brooklyn Bridge was only
intended {or four rails, and that now you bave fourtesn rails running
ieross, unCling a weight to the Bridge of, I shoulad Judge, about 1000 tons.

You alse allow a number of telegraph and telephone wirss to &
tross adding hundreds of tons of useless dead woeight to the Bridge, whaere~
i8 all of these taelegraph and telsphone wires eould Just as well groas
m the bed of the river, as they eross tho Hndson River to Jarsey City.

You now propose to put a pneumatie steals tube acrosa, the
reight of whieh is snormous. This Bridge was originally intended to be
iged for passengsr traffie, and not a storse-house for other anterprises.

Are you aware that the large Suspensioen Bridge built at Niagara
Palle a groat many years ago was never subjected to anymore weight than
‘he buildars intended, and that this Bridge has been removed besauss it
ras eonsidered unsafe, and two new bridges have been substituted, The .
wrasent Bpidge near Nisgara Palls, built for the convenience of passengsys ' *-
nd driving roadway i3 to be removed and s larger bridge to be built in
rlaee of this; as they wish to run a trolley 1ine asross the bridge, and
1o not eonsider the pressnt bridge strong enough,

Did it evar ooecur to you that with very hagvy snow-sgtorms the
lridge has to earry a thousand to two thousand tons of snow in addition
0 1ts present enormous weight.

Your Bridge experts report that it would be safs i earry trolley
iars providing they remain 103 feet apart. Poes not this imply that if
hey were nearer together, that the Bridge would he over-loaded ?. Do
‘hey take into consideration the additional wires which have been resaently
\dded; also the additional weight of the proposed pnewmatie tube 9,
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Hon, William L. Strong,
City Hall,
N X, - QL5¥,
My Dear Mr, Mayor:--
I wish to call your attention to the case of Mr. August
Verity, who desires to be a policeman on the Brooklyn Bridge.

You remember giving me a letter recommending him for appointment to

Mr. Berri, President of the Bridge, who informed him that he would

appoint him if you really wished it but he was a trifle short.

Now, Mr. Mayor, I would consider it a personal favor if
you would communicate with Mr. Berri and say to him that you feel
that if he appoints Mr. Verity he will more than make up in
efficiency the trifle that he lacks in heighth. If you will'
do this I will be extremely obliged.

Yours very truly,

) /c’
S AR // 4?
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