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30 BROAD STREET.

October 1, 1912,
PERSONAL

Dear Mayor Gaynor:-

Replying to your letter of September 30, it is in-
credible that gentlemen like Mr, Adama and NI, Stokes should
do anything in connection with the Art Commission that could
have any motive but the city's interests, but Mr, McLaughlin,

from his letter, seems to be sincere, however mistaken he may

be, and every complaint warrantis investigation, I will look

into this matter,

Sincerely yours,

Hon, William J, Gaynor, @M%

Mayor City of New York,
City Hall, New York,




B 1.8
Sept. 19, 1912.

Mr. Adams.

Some monthe ago I was commissioned by the Richmond

Lt. & R, R. Co., to prepare plans for-their office bldg. Through

crooked work on the part of you and Mr. Stokes I have been de=-

prived of this work.

You and he used your position to harasg a youngen man
and finally to deprive him of work, and also to harass and delay

a Co. compelled to lease city property.

I have reason to suspect that one of the firm of

architects you favor 1is related to you.

I am writing a more detailed statement of the case to
wayor Gaynor, which I will send to him in a day or two and I

expect he will take vigorous action.

(Signed) H. F. Mctaughlin
153 W, 97th S¢t.
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TELEPHONE 1197 CORTLANDT

City Hall,__Qctober 2, 1912.

Hon. Robert W. de Forest,
#30 Broad Street, City.
Dear Mr. de Forest:
I now recall that on being pressed by Mr.
Mullen as to whom to see in connection with Carrere & Hastings
that I told him he could consult Mr. Grieshaber who lived on
the Island and who, I had heard, had been for many years with

Carrere & Hastings, and possibly he had designed the ferry

terminal. //

Sincerely, Z’ 7 4. %* |

Asglstant sSecretary.

/
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Hon. Robert W, de Forest,
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Dear Mr. de JForest:

In reply to your request for the facts con-
cerning the office building of the Richmond Light and Raille-
road Company about which Mr. McLaughlin has written to the
Mayor, I beg to inform you that on April 1st, 1912,.that Com=
pany submitted to the Art Commission designs for an office
building together with a map showing its location on space
rented from the Department of Docks and Ferries on the platform
approach to the St. George Ferry Terminal. These designs were
disapproved on April 9th., Afterwards, I think Nr. McLaughlin
had a conference with Mr. Stokes on the subject. New designs
were submitted April 29th. These were also disapproved by the
ht Commission on May 14th. During the time that designs were
before the Commission, I accompanied Mr. Stokes, Chairman of
the Subcommittee, to St. George and he and I in compé.ny with
Mr. T. J. Mullen, Superintendent of the Company, made a care=-

ful examination of the location and its surroundings. As you

well know I had nothing whatever to do with'the disapproval in

either case. I never expressed an opinion on the designs.




New York, October 2,1912.

Hon. R. W, de ¥, -2~

Following the second disapproval I had several con=
ferences with Mr. Mullen and one conference with Mr., petis,
one of the assistant engineers of the Dock Department, trying
to arrive at some satisfactory solution. I explained to Mr.
Mullen that the Art Commission did not believe that a three
story building of the proportions showhn in the design could
be made to properly harmonize with the surroundings and also
that it did not seem fair to the architects who designed the
ferry terminal that a building should be placed in the fore-
ground that was absolutely out of harmony with their building.
Mr. Mullen insisted that they could not enlarge the space on
the platform and must have a three story building in order to
accommodate their offices.

Finally, about the middle of August, I had another
conference with Mr. Mullan in which I said substantially:

That if he insisted upon a three story building he
must get satisfactory designs - designs that will harmonize
with the ferry terminal and look as though the building formed
a part of this group as the Dock Department has built here
a fine ferry terminal and is building a fire proof concrete
platform and that the Borough of Richmond has also made great
improvements in the vicinity. I explained that it would be

unfortunate to have an ugly office building in such a conspic=

uous place. I said that if his present designer could not

prepare satistactorfidesigns, it would seem wise to get some

one who could. He replied that he thought that perhaps he
would have to do that and further saild thﬁf he had engaged




New York, Qctober 2, 1912.
Hono Ro wo de FO -

Mr. Mctaughlin because he is an.empléye in the Dock Department
and he thought that Mr. Mcraughlin would understand the cone
ditions. He said that he did not know whom to get to pree
pare the plans. I explained to him most emphatically that
1t did not make a particle of difference to the Art Commission
whom he employed; that all the Commission wanted was that
satisfactory designs should be submitted. He explained that
he did not know any architects and asked whom he could possibly
get. 1 again replied that it made no difference to us whom
he got and suggested that as Carrere and Hastings had designed
the ferry terminal, they would most likely grasp the whole
sltuation and prepare satisfactory designs.

Yesterday he submitted designs by the firm of Delano
and Aldrich. This is a firm I know only by name. I do not
know either member of the firm personally and as for being

relatives of mine, they are no more related to me than is the

mayor of Timbuctoo.

1¥ysole purpose in this matter has been to asgsist the
Richmond Light and Railroad Company to get satisfactory de=
signs for their office building and to assist the City in
having a building that would not be a disfigurement to its

ferry terminal.

I enclose you a cOpy of a letter which I received from

Mr. MolLaughlin but to which I have mde n Ply «

‘Sincerely,

o

s:l.sta.nt ‘Becreta.ry'




30 BROAD STREET.

October 3, .1912,

Dear Mayor Gaynor:-

I return architect lMc Laughlin's letter, enclosed by
you to me under date of September 30, with a report from Mr,
John Quincy Adams, Assistant Secretary of the Art Commission,
which I called for immediately upon receipt of your letter,

Mr. Mc Laughlin's innuendo, if not accusation, is thatl
Mr. Adams and Mr, I, N, Phelps Stokes used their relation 1o the
Art Commission to secure disapproval of plans made by Mr Mc
Laughlin in order to secure the employment {or these plans of
another firm of architects, one member of which Mr, Mc Laughlin
states he has reason to beljeve is a relative ot MNr, Adams ,

This seems to me entirely disproved by Mr, Adams's
letter, which he tells me he has submitted to Mr, I. N, Phelps
Stokes, for his, Mr, Stokes's, approval as a correct gstatement

t occurred, T find that Mr, Mc Laughlin wrote Mr, Adams

a letter prior to the date of his letter to you, I also note

Mr. Adams's statement that Mr, McLaughlin is an employee of the

Dock Department, and on further inquiry I understand that he is

archite ctural draughtsman in the employ of the city in that

department, I ask myself whether 1t is approp‘riate for a city

employee in the Dock Department to accept professional service




30 BROAD STREET.

‘2-

from a corporation which has business relations with that de-

partment, I assume, however, in this case it was done with

the best intent on both sides,

Sincerely yours,

Coitouds——

President Art Commission,

Hon, William J, Gaynor,
Mayor City of New York,
city Hall, New York,




