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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor to inform you that, at a meeting of
the Board of Commissioners held on December 31lst last, the follow-

ing preamble and resolutions were adopted:

WHEREAS, In the month of January, 1894, Mr. Gray, in a letter
to Mayor Gilroy, preferred charges against this Department, and '
thereafter the mat ter set forth in said charges was-inveatigatod,by.
direetion of the Mayor, by the Commissioners of Accounts, who
reported that the charges were not susta:lhned; notwithstanding whieh
from time to time since guch report, said charges have been reiter-
ated against the Department, tending to bring it into d:l‘scredit

before the publiec and to impair its efficiency; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Hon. Williem L. Strong, Mayor eleet of the

eity of New York, be respectfully requested to :lnvestigate, at his
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earliest convenience, in such manner as he may determine, the

charges brought against this Department, and to further investigate

the management of this Department im every particular; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to His

Honor Mayor elect Strong.

Very respectfully,

Acting President.




Fire Department,
Headquarters 12th Battalion,

New York, January 10th, 1895.

Hugh Bonner,
Chief of Department-
Sir:

In compliance with oriers receivel from you, I have the
honor te report that I made an investigation relative to a state-
ment made by I. J. Geery of 388 Amsterdam Avenue, wherein he claims
that a car on which he was a passenger, was blocked for ten or
fifteen minutes by an apparatus of the Fire Department at 98th
Street and Amsterdam Avenue, and the following is respectfully
submitted:

The officers of the company, when questioned, stated,
that, on the day mentioned, they returned with the apparatus'from
an alarm of fire at station 624. It is customary for them, when
washing the truck, to place it on west side of street near curb,
but, on account of the quantity of snow there, they were unable to
do so, and they allowed a portion of it te remain on track for a
period of about five minutes, while they were throwing some water
on it. They say that theydid not think they were preventing the

passage of any cars while doing so, nor 4id any person call their

attention to it. Both officers have a good record in the Depart-

ment, and they greatly regret that they were unintentionally the
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cause of any person or persons being delayed, while engaged

attending to their business.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN J. COONEY,

Acting Chief 12th Battalion.
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Hen, William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter
from yoﬁr office under date of the 7th instant, enclosing a commun-
ication from Mr, I. J. Geery, concerning alleged blockade of the
street by an apparatus of this Department, and to forward herewith
copy of.rqport.of an investigation made inte the c¢ircumstances by
the-Acting Chief of the Battalion to which the company referred to
belongs.

The complaint of Mr. Geery is also herewith returned.

Very respectfully,

/ / 4 ,-J . /)

Aeting President.
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S. HOWLANDROBBINS

Commlssmners

Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 18th
instant, enclosing for attention and report a comunication from
J. C. Hacker, Esq., conecerning packing boxes stored in rear of
buildings Nos. 55, 57 and 59 South Fifth Avenue, and to return the
‘gseme herewith, with the following information:

There is no express prohibition in law against the storage o'f
wooden packing boxes or cases in this city, in either large or
small quantities. But complaints having been heretofore made of
apprehended danger from keeping large quantities of boxes, this

. Department, under a general provision of the Consolidation Act,
which confers upon it a limited authority to regulate the storage
of combustible materials, made a regulation intended to leaéen or
entirely do away with any possible danger to life or property from

this source.
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In 1892 an effort was made by the Department to enforce this
regulation, through a suit brought against one John Gilmour. Juig-
ment was obtained in the first instance in favor of the Department,
sustaining its right to proceed in the matfer. From this judgment
an appeal was taken to the General Term of the Court of Common
Pleas, where, on June 6th, 1893, a decision was rendered, reversing
the judgment of the Court below.

Appeal has been taken fraom this judgment to the Court of
Appeaie, but the case has not yet been reached. In the meant ime
the Department is bouni by the decision of the Court of Common

Pleas, and is powerless to do any thing in the matter.

Very respectfully,

et ///t /7 ot gt
4
Acting President.
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Hon, William L. Strong,
Mayor-
Sir{

I have the honor to aéknowledge receipt of the letter from
your office, of the 8th instant, enclosing for consideration com-
- municat ion from Daniel Kelly. The letter ig herewith returned with

the following information:

The position held by Mr. Kelly in the Repair Shops was,
on March 234, 1893, abolished by the Board of Fire Commissioners,
to ‘teke effect on the 3lst of that month, as will appear by the
following preamble and resolution then adopted:

"WHEREAS, The elerkship now filled by Dani®l Kelly in the
Repair Shops of this Department is no longer needed; therefore

"RESOLVED, That the said pos jtion be and is hereby abolished,
to take effect from ani after 5 P. M., on the 3lst instant, and
that as the services of the said Daniel Kelly are therefore no

" longer needed, he is hereby removed, to ftake effeect at that time."
The position of clerk thus abolished has not since been

re-established in the Repair Shops.
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Mr. Kelly does not name the person who he says is detail-
ed to do the work he formerly performed, but it is inferred he
means Thomas Duane. Mr. Duane was first appointed in the Repair
Shéps on January 26th, 1894, ten months after Mr. Kelly's position
was abolished, as a blacksmith at $3 per day, and on April 19th,
1894, - more than a year after Mr., Kelly left the Department, -
Duane was appointed temporary bookkeeper at $4 per day. Both his
former superior, Captain (now Chief of Battalion) John Castles,
then.in charge of the Repair Shops, and his present superior, Cap-
tain Patrick F. Ryan, now in charge of the Repair Shops, state that

Mr. Duane is a very competent and efficient employee.

Very respectfully,

WA B TAVAE

Q4 :
B \ \‘gﬁ S A o D)
C N R .

Acting President.







My, Chairman and Gentlaen of the Commitiea,

Ye somd® a8 & comnittee of firemen, protassional
men 1f vow will, to honestly lay baforas you the trus
ot the matter at issue, as vidwed from ow stanipoinh.

Wa are msn who maks five axtingulshment ouwr lLiYe wWorlk,
we devoie owur sntire time h.:lg‘{,h‘f;?.i?.‘l{i.ﬁm', wholly and ex-
slusively to the service, and have no othar nro fassion,
treads, or sall ing. We nrs men who have glven sany ot
the hast vears of our lives w0 tha Bervine , anl we reprasen
the men who by their hard 'w‘r-x”, ML 1Y ing energy, courage,
aniranee, and wnfl inehing .br:«.v 8ry, have made the Fire

Nepartmart of the O4ty of Mew Yorx what it isto day, the

in the world, and the pride and glory

:\
of our eitizens.

hav e no lawyars 1o plead owr cause, w8 nadd none,
wa rely on owr om efforts and thae Justnassol our claims,
we tael we have right on ow pide, we balisyve in tha in-
telligenae and 1n.t}e;;t, sty of the QComaittiee, nnd gnow that a
nlgin statement nf faets properly set forth should always
he sulficient to set aside and destroy the maost subtle ar-
gumant , themost learned pressentation and the most &#loquent
speach sver delivered by a lawysr, aven though he stoodl at
tha hasd of his profassion, ';w'uv.i.:lin;",; the arpgangnt,

g} oquant vhough 1t he, 1s nob hasud on facts and Miilt on

sthe foundation of truth, »ight, and juntice,
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Gentlemen, no person present realizss my inability to
plead and argue against a member of the bhar and the bright
men of the other side, more than 1 do myselt. 1f
imitation is the sinecevest flattery,tnen envy must be 1tis
twin hrother, and 1 eertainly envy the other side the
ability they possess in presenting their argunanis.

The ecounsel ably presented their side of the casa,
but the hiring of counsel at this stage is a confession of
weakness, and proves that our opponents fully apprseciate
the necessity of securing the services of a gent leman
gahooled in all the arts and artifices of the law,to act
for them, Yes, they were justified in »eirining a

lawyer, they realized how desperate their case was, and
desperate cases require desperate remedies, and they rnew
it would require all of his eloquence to bolster up their
allered elaims to the monies of the two per cent tax,
Mluims hased on What? On serviees rendered by the
volunteer Fire Department thirty ysars ago.
flaims advanced hy whom? By the Exempt Firemens
Rengvolent Assoeiation, an organigation of men representing
a mere handful of the men who formed the volunteer fire
dep artment of ow city, a department that cegasa2d to exist
and has not done duty since 1855,
And what 4o they claim¥ The exelusive right to
colleet and disburse the monies acceruing from a tax of two
 per cent on premiums earned by foreign fire insurance

companies on business done 1n the Oity of New Yorkg at the

!\ present day and under the protection aiforded by the

| presant department.
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And why do ‘t,m‘zy eladim 14 Y Haecause Lthare wag a

law prassd in 1849, €ixing the tax and stipulating that the
1o tharefrom be paid to the trgaswer of the fime

department in the loeeal ity where the basiness is done,
whieh monies thay collected up tn their dishunding in 18656,
when their right 10 the monies csased. Yell
A% sinea, did they nog? Yes, in lé64s our repragentatives
parmitted them 10 have = law passed givang them the monias
for five years, again in 1871, thay were permitted with
our aonsent to enllaaet u paresniage of the moniss for five
years, stuin in 1877 with the sonsent ol ol reprasents
ativaes they had & law passed giving them the entire L8x
for an sdditional t2n years, mgein in 1887 thay
passed giving them the monies Lor snother tan
to and on January 37th 1697, whieh extension was granted
despite the protasts of owr repressntat ives and af'ter the

Exampts had entered into an agreement Lo introduce a

measwure giving them 42 /2 %, our depariment 42 1/ X,and

the Pire Patrol 15 % of the tax, which asgreement wnas
del iberately broken by tham, statements to ths aonty ary
notwi thetanding. That 1a their canse,.

Yow they ars sWeking to still fHwrther divart the
monies from the regular schemel and have il acorus 46 iham
for ten yaars from 1807, despite ow protesis, Do they
argue that aceording to the provisions of the or iginal law

it
A m"a/\wnt itled to this moneyf Do they slaim we are not
the regular fire department of the ity of New York?

No, they meke no suech elaim or arguesnt, they admit
thas our department s.ceeaeded theirs, they admit that all

the powsrs and dut i 88 that were vestad in their dap artment

ars now vasted in ours under the law,




If that is the ease, then we are vested with the
right to colleet and disburse the monies of this tax, 18
there any other claim they set up in defense of their ap-
plication? Yes, they claim it because thé‘(laervices
were voluntary, and the service sost the gity very littles

We concede that thelr services were voluntary, hut
was the gervice rendered al little eost to the city and
its tax .pavers, let us see, fapts are stubborn, and
figures do not lie.

In 1864 there were 370 fires, the total damage was
$2.955,0564, and the aveﬁage loas: per fire was 37.932.57,.  
In 1865 the averége co st per'fire to the citizens and ’
taxpay ers for maintaining this volunteer serviee was
$759.64.. In 1894 there were 5,958 fires, the total
damage  was $4.322,221.. the average loss per fire was
$1.092.25., and the cost‘qf maintenanee par fire to the
eitizens in 1893 was $526.94,. being an average 103s pef

fire of %6.840,52.. less in 1894, than in 1865, and an

average cost rir fire for maintenance of $230,56,, less in ...

1893 than in 1860, and‘now‘riranan are ' paid for thelr
services. Gentlemen, they tell you this money is
wanted by, them for charltable purposas, well charity 15 a
virtue that every one should poasasa, lt covers a. multltude
of sins, but eharity heging at home, and the persona ex-
‘ercleing that groat chrlstian virtue. to relieve sufrcrinb
’numdnity should uge their own funda, or funds thay have
some olaim to, and nvm:v wso momes that right.fully belongs

A :to others. and.that 18 praotieally wha% they pxopoaa doxng

\

T'1n thia caac, and,what thoy have bsen doing,sinne 1863.
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They tell you, the paymént of thi:ainuney to thean 18 a
stéta obligation! for servigces rendered in ths pa&ﬁ,
Gentlamen, if the state 1s ohligated to‘them for ‘gervices
Peniar d, that oblxg¢tion should be honu“ub&y dl%eharp@d
wi th staté fundsu The great State of Hew York should

not rob Peter to pay Pauley THey 4tell you they have

indigent firemen,and widows and orphans. to carse for, well

we' hﬁve iniigeﬁt firemen, and widows und orphans t,o: gare

for a.lso, ani a8 ths oy'lgglnz;l law says the maney ‘ia uw-s,

the cl.a:».ms o owr widows and orphans shoull he congtdered
firgt.

Over ninety c(»mpan_i,as are pay ing this tax, and<nins=
tenths of w;ose-companias‘bfegm to rio‘.bua_iness in our ity
After the voluhiger aéi‘vice‘ceased.‘ The compani@s rec-.
OENIZANgG Lhé injsmtica dfghﬁ B, afsk that no aetion he taken

The law glying the Exempt Firanen's Henevélant Ags o~
eiation the tax, does not expire until ~.Tana;«ar-y 17th 1897,
nemf;y two ysars hence, canseqqen‘tly there is no’necesaity
for lesislation at this time.

It is not the intention %0 refisct ‘,upon thie duties
tha t hn‘ve bwen performed by tha volunteer firsmen of ouwr
city. 1t s aimed however to po1nt out that unler the
Lawiof 1849, the money ghould come, to. the dep :ar-’r.mant in
astive sérv1ce,,hﬁkﬁ§a&ing'adv&ntage thths_gensrqsity.ofﬁ
Lhe, members uf Our. llepi-artment who psrmitt eﬂl; t.h‘é.'Ex‘oa:@ptv__

; A%(miat ion t.o enjoy Lor some t.ime the income fv‘om this'
: source, th&t Asauciatsimﬁ nqw asaumea that t;ha;/ vcan ser-ure

'.‘_‘:‘-'-.fvox* themselvds in par'pnt nity tha monxes' of t.hla ta:z.‘ =

Bied e
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This question imr-olves. only ‘the tgx asas@éssed dn New
York City and County, it is purely a local quest ion
between the Exempt Assoeiation ani the Fire DNepartment
of the City of New York, 'and neither wvoluntzer, exampt,
or paid firemen elgewhere in the .state wAre ‘concerned in
the matter,

In c()nnectiun‘withvthié matter, My,Ohairman, "1 dssire
to eall your attention to the memorandum £iled with a hill
passad in 1887, extending the time of the collection, and
enjoyment. of thie monies accruing from this -tax by the
Exerpt Assoeciation, for a period of ten yaarg, to end
January 17th 1897, to let yoa know just what Governonr
thought of the matter then,

STATE OF NEW YORX,

Executivae Chambar,

(Coat=of=Arms) Albahny, May 23rd, 1837,

Memorandum Ffiled with Senate bill N0.103, sntitled
"An Aet to amend chapter four hundred and ten of the laws
of eighteen hundred and eighty=two,entitled 'An aet to
gonsolidate into one aet and to deslare the special ahd
loeal laws affecting publie interests in thes sity of Wew
York,' by extending the period duringz which xaxpamx the
corporation therein named may collset and apply to its ase
the perecentage or tax on the receipts of tha foreign fire
insurance companies doingz business in the eity of New
York." Avproved, :

¥rom such exsminatdion as 1 hav#e heen =hle Lo give to
this bill during the limited time at my disposal , 1 have
aoncl uded to approve it, The vé are hundreds of other
measures awaziling my attention at this late stage of the
session, and my consideration of.this bill has necassarily
been hasty and somewhat 1mperfeet.
(e While approving the measuré becazuse L believe its
"general features hay e miieh merit, yet it is not improbable
that & bett er reﬁ,ulut.ed and mo¥e permansnt méasure, and:

ol ;possibly one more equitable adjust&d twoards all whose

lnter’ests are atfected By it mxght be framed, and if ‘any’
‘gaeh measura ‘shall neraatter be presented, then the .
anprnval of thls wxll not ve deemad suff 1cient to pmmant
& we-cOnaLderation M‘ the whole subfect.‘ e Y




=

1 pave also another doecument whiech hears directly on
this matter, it is a letter addressed to me by Mr, Edmund Ste
Stephenson, a former President of the Exempt Assoc iation .

Mr, Stephenson is responsible for all the statements
contained in this ¢ ownunieation.

New York March 24th 1894,

Thomas F. Ireel, Esq.,
New York OCity.
Dear Sir:
In answer to yowr questions, I would state, that 1

would not allow my name to be used as a candidate for re-
election as President, nor would 1 serve as a Trustee of the
Exempt Firemens Bensvolent Association, for the following
g asons. Recause there ars no safeguards to prevent the
Fund from being used improperly, and that it came to my
knowledge from personal investig:tion, that the monies of
the Fund were being used improperly, and pald over to persons
who were not Exempt Firemen, and were not entitled to a
penny therefrom. Because they have no Audit ing Commitiee
and the dispensing of large sums of money, 1is placed in the
hands of twelve Trustees, who practically do with it as they
gse fit, and who are icrrasponsible, for tha reason that they
are not honded off icers.

In my opinion the entire matter shoull bhe investigated
by & Commitiee of the Legislature,

The proper thing to ba dong with tha monies of that
FPund, and the two per eent tax, would, im my opinion, he
to turn it over to the Board of Fire Commigsioners of the
City of New York, who are sworn officers, together with the
indigent "HExempts® and the widows and orphans dependent on
that ¥und, and allow the Fire Comnissioners to take charge
of the entire amount, and disburse the monies so as to’
aff ord relief to everybhody rveguiring it, and to cut off
from relief all persons not entitled to 1it,

Respectfully,

(signed) Edmund Stephenson,
215 Bast 62nd
New York

1t is only fair to say that sinee writing this letter
Mr, Stephenson has experiencad a change of heart, and
reggrets more than any one else that he sver committed him-
gelf by writing this or any other letter or ecommunieation
hearing on this matter, Mr. Stephenson gave meé this
letter, not as a private document, but as a document that
could he used by me, in any way § saw fit,
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1 am not in a position to state just what represen=
tations wera made, or what influsenece was hrought to bear
on Mr, Stephenson to eauase him to change his position in
the matter, but the fast remains, that he has ehanged
sinee writing this letter, so in justiee to the other side

1 make this stautement,

Now, (éntlemen, lat me thank you for the patient

attention, and e onsideration you have ghown me,@ assure

you‘l‘l":ful ly appreciatel#-e, and. in conclusion let me state
that in owr opinion the matier propsrly belongs to the
legiglature ot 1896, and for that reason, and all the
other reasons stated, we ask that this bill be advanced no
further, and that you allow the gquestion to be disposed of

by the Legislature of 1896,







Weadquarters Five Bepartment,
City oF NEw YOREK,

157 anp 159 EAST 67t STREET,

\ 7 New Yorg, March 18th, 1895.

O. H. LA GRANGE,
S. HowraND ROBBINS,
James R. SHEFFIELD,

Nt

Commissioners.

The following changes in the Board of Fire Commissioners are hereby announced to the
Department :

APPOINTMENTS :

O. H. La Grange as Fire Commissioner, on March 5, 1895, in place of Commissioner John
J. Scannell.

James R. Sheffield as Fire Commissioner, on March 7, 1895, in place of Commissioner
Anthony Eickhoft.

Commissioner O. H. La Grange was elected President, to take effect from the 13th instant.

COMMITTEES:

Commissioner S. Howland Robbins was appointed Chairman of the Committee on Apparatus
and Telegraph, which Committee has cognizance of all matters referred to it relative to the
following :

Bureau of the Chief of Department,
it «  TFire Alarm Telegraph and Electrical Appliances,
Repair Shops, and

Hospital and Training Stables.

Commissioner James R. Sheffield was appointed Chairman of the Committee on Buildings
and Supplies, which Committee has cognizance of all matters referred to it relative to the
following :

Bureau of the Inspector of Combustibles,
= «  TFire Marshal,

Attorney,

New Sites and Buildings,

Repairs to Buildings, and

Supplies.

'The President is ex officio member of both committees.
They will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
By order of the Board,

0. H. LA GRANGE,

President.
CARL JUSSEN,

Secretary.
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ommissioners.

Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-
Sirs

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of communication of

13th instant enclosing letter from Cornelius Daly, who therein
states that injustice is done wood dealers in business in this city
by the Fire Department purchasing wood from parties in Brooklyn.

In reply thereto I desire to state that same of the wood
used by this Department for firing up, is purchasei from E. B,
Squibb & Son, Brooklyn, and is a material especially preparel for
quick ignition. It was recommended by the Chief of Department after
a careful trial, and for the reason that it was found to be super-
ior for the purposes of the Department. The Superintendsnt of
Supplies reports that he has failed to find any dealer in thia city
who can supply wood equal in quality or price.

Other wood for the Department is purchased from dealers




in this ecity.

Mr, Daly's letter is herewith returnei.

Very respectfully,

(T1RE D apt

President.
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Chief of Department.

Hush BoNnnER, i ﬁarcn 24th 1895,
Stevenson Constable, Esq.,

Supt, Building Department,
Dear Sir:

1 desire to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 23rd inst.,
requesting presence before the Mayor to oppose the passage of the
Bill taking authority for doek construetion from the Building
Department,and transferring it to the Department of Doeks.

1 would eonsider it a pleasure to be present on the oeccasion,
were it not for the faet, that 1 have not the time to spare, as we
are making preparations fpr a eeremony, to be held within a short
time, whieh requires my entire attention,

Were 1 present, 1 would eertainly oppose the proposed transfer
d@f this important matter from the Department of Buildings.

This construction has during my conneetion with the Building
Department received propewr attention, with the view of proteeting
the interests of all eoneerned.

The improvements during the past years in this construction,

are mainly due to the efforts of the Department of Buildings, in

enforeing and demandiing safer construction, and it has met with
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that success which gives the construction of the present day that
stability whieh should be guaranteed on our water front.

There remains but one addition to complete the improvements
whieh these doeks reqiire, and which should be demanded ;n the
future, it is the fire-proofing of the superstructure, which is
that part of the doeks mainly beyond the control of the Fire
Department, and whieh permits the rapid destruetion of these
immense doeks, if they are not properly protected against the spread
of fire,

1 hope the time will soon arrive when thos® structures will be
classed as fire-proof, and that we shall have the same confidence
in this eonstruetion, as we now have in the modern fire-proof
buildings, whieh are being erected throughout the city.

Yours Respeectfully,

h,

I'v"?nl;r /l

/ Ghief of Department.
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor -

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter fram

your office of the 26th instant, referring for consideration the

attached communication from Miss Lottie Vant, ani to say that the

same will receive proper attention.

Very respectfully,

A Ry

Secretary.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter from
yowr office of the 25th instant, referring for consideration the
attached communication from Henry MecIntire, and to say that the

same will receive proper attention.

Very respectfully,

President.
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Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor-

T have the honor to enclose herewith announcement of the re-
organization of the Board of Fire Commissioners and its committees,

for your information.

Very respectfully,

/ ///‘ 7.-
A L&
[5157<% %i*r5€?7cz;b7/z

President.
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the letter from
your office dated the 30th ultimo, referring for attention ani
reply direct the enclosed letter from Isaac T. Dyer, Chicago, Ill.,

and to state that the same has been answered.

Very respectfully,

A "3
W Sz, .
X f\/ 7’/;’2’ Z2 < *—;/ L~

Preaident'.
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S HowtANnD RoBBINS.
JAMES R.SHEFFIELD.

Commissioners.

Hon. Wm. L. Strong,
Mayor-
Dear 8ir:

Replying to letter from your office of April 4th enclos-
ing unsigned paper from our Repair Shops, I beg to say that the
overtime allowed to machinist Jno. Thompson had attracted my atten-
tion on the weekly pay-rolls and an explanation had been made to |

the effect that that double time had been allowed for night work in

bringing in "wrecked machinery and apparatus"; but this Board‘beins

unwilling to risk injury to a good man by overwork)had ordered
Thompson's discharge (to take effect last Saturday) before receiv-

ing the letter from your office.

Very respectfully,

President.
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Hon., William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor, on behalf of the Board of Fire Commission-
ers, to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 16th instant, relative
to the promotion of John E. Farley of Hook and Ladder Company No.

9 of this Department, and to assure you that the same will receive

due consideration.

Very respectfully,

ALY .t

Presidefit.
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‘Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor -

I have the honor to inform you that at an informal conference
held this day between the President of the Department of Police,
the Superintendent of Buildings and the President of the Fire De-
partment, with relation to the duties devolved upon the Departments

represented, in relation to securing the removal of incumbrances

from fire escapes and prevent ing their incumbrande, it was suggest-

ed that you call a formal conference of the representatives of the

thr"eewDepartments nai.rle‘d - to 4nclude also the President of the
Board of Health - with a view to determining upen some measures to
secure 'the‘be,tter enfor‘cement of the laws upon i:ha subject referred
to. 1In accoridance with that suggest ion, I Hereby request you to
convene the ropresent_atives of the Departments named for that pur-
pose, at such time as may be convenient to yourself.

The proviaibns of the law upon this subject are found in
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sections 498, 505, 514 and 515 of the Consolidation Act, as amended

by chapter 275 of the Laws of 1892, which provisions impose duties

upon each of the three first named Departments in connection with

the matter, and create a divided responsibility.

Very respectfully,

%/ %Zé%mt/lin

President.
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Mey 15th, 18a8. . .. ..
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Hon. William L. Strong,
| Mayor-
Sir:

On behalf of the Boardi of Fire Commissioners I have the honor
to tender you a review of a detachment of this Department, on
Saturday, the 25th instant, at Riverside Park, on the occasion of
the pfesentat jon of the Bennett, Stephenson and Pulitzer medals for
the years 1893 and 1894, and also to request that you make the. pre-

sentation of the same.

The Fire Commissioners trust that you will accept the
invitation, and at any time, at your convenience, I will be pleased
to ¢all upon you with reference to the detailed arrangememts for
the ceremony.

Very respectfully,

Presi
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Hon. Francis M. Scott,
Counsel to the Corporation -
Dear .gir:
A reply to vour favor of the 14th, which items in
the public press might seem to invite, has been delayed by the ab-
sence of one of our Commissioners from the city.

Upon receipt of your favor of April 26th, showing

cost of condemnation proceedings to have been $2,065,05 to secure

for this Department lots at the corner of Railroad Avenue, Fast,
and Fast One hundred and fifty-ninth Street, valued at $7,125, the
law was examined and this Board decided hereafter to acquire title
by purchase wherever practicable, rather than by costly condemnation
proceedings, and on May 8th requested an itemized statement of the
cost of such proceedings in the case under consideration.

Thanking you for your full and courteous reply of
May 14th, the suggestion may be permitted that if other Departments

have the advice therein contained, it may spare the Commissioners

of Accounts the trouble of inquiry into the cost of advertising in
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future transactions of a similar character for the city.

Very respectfully,

Signed 0. H. La Grange

President.
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Hon. William L. Strong, Mayor,
New York.

I have the honor to enclose herewith, for your informa-
tion, copy of the records upon which the award of the Bennett and
Pulitzer medals were made by the Board. The Stephenson medals
were awarded to Foreman John H. White of Engine No. 12, for 1893,
and to Foreman Charles W. Kruger, H. & L. Company No. 9, for 1894,
--in each case for excellence in their conduct as company comnan-.
ders .during the respective years.

Very respectfully,

[ #

President.
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0.H. La GrANGE
S.HowLAND ROBBINS.
James R.SHeFFIELD.

Commissioners.

f !lay ,23’,.1&5‘_»_ s

Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City.
Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to enclose herewith 25 cards of ai-
mission to the stand at Riveraide drive, near 76th Street, for

the presentation of the medals to the officers and men of this

Dep artment, &e., and will be very happy to send more if you

should desire the same.

Very respectfully,

President .
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wWilliam L. Strong,

Mayor-

" I have the honor to acknowleige receipt of the letter from
office under yesterday's date, enclosing anonymous comnunica-
on the subject of obstruction of fire-escapes.
As the result of a recent conference between the Depart-
ments of Police, Buildings, and Fire, it was determined that the
matter of obstruction of fire-escapes should be referred to the

Chief of Police. The communication has, accordingly, been sent to

Acting Chief of Police Coenlin.

Verfr respectfully,

K/ /Z
ke
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor-

I have the honor to inform you that, at a meeting of the
Pire Commissioners heldi on the 17th instant, the attention of the
Board was called to the impassable coniition of the streets in the
vicinity of the Fordham railroad station ani its effect upon the
operations of the Department, and it was ordered that notice there-

of be sent to the Commissioner of Street Improvements of the

Twenty-third ani Twenty-fourth Waris, as per the enclosed copy of

a letter addressed to that official.

Very respectfully,

sy !
A7 / / 957 g
Y7 € €7 JEAR 97 4
//.///(/), F LYl Lt ‘//_‘,{, -

Presiien{-
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Hon. Louis F. Haffen,
Commissioner of Street Improvemnets,
Twenty-third ani Twenty-fourth Wafis-
Sir:

I have the honor to inform you that the attention of the Fire
Commissioners has been callei to the fact that, owing to the im-
passable condition of the streets in the vicinity of the Fordham
railroad station, the district lying east of the New York Central
Railroai tracks is practically cut off from fire protection. This
conlition has been verified by the Commissioners, on investigatfon-

The ﬁire Commissioners feel it necessary, under the cir-
cumstances, to call your attention to the matter. For more than a
year the Department has labored under great difficulties owing to a
similar state of affairs, and the Fire Commissioners deem it proper
to disclaim responsibility for any loss by fire, which may arise in

consequence of the condition referred to.

Very respectfully,

0. H. LA GRANGE,

Presiient
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Commissioners.

New Yord, Pebs 24th, /S 76.

Job E. Hediges, Esq.,
Mayor's Office-
Dear Sir:
I am iirected by Commiss ioner
Sheffield to sendi you enclosei fire-badge, No.
930, with his compliments.
Very respectfully,

%%/

-
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Hon. William L. Strong,

City Hall.
Dear Sir;—

‘I have just been handed a clipping from
an evening newspaper headed "La Grange's Freak"
and in view of the Comptroller's comments on the
action of this Board, which was unanimous, in re-
lation to the proposed purchase of a site for ;
an engine house at 22 East Twelfth Street shall

cause thé facts from the official record in re-

lation thereto to be published tomorrow morning.

This action appears necessary in jus-
tice to all the members of this Board, though :
we desire to avoid all newspaper notoriety or
controversy.

Very respectfully,

i o
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, New York City,

My Dear Sir.

S‘{our esteemed favor, commending the brave and heroic action of
our firemen during the late fire at the Winchester Apartment House,
is at hand, and in behalf of the department, permit me to extend
thanks in appreciation of the official recognition which you so
warmly give for acts performed by our men in the line of duty.

1t is rarely that acts such as those are recognized by anyone’
in authority, and when done so by the head of the City Governme;lt,
1 can- assure you that we fully appreciate it, and will tend greatly
as an incentive to more heroic acts of a like nature in the future.

1 shall take great pleasure in promulgating your estcemed
communication, for their information.

Thanking you again for your publie and personal appreciation

of the Department, 1 remain
Very Respectfully,

,' rd '/ v
Chief of Departmen v







New York, March 12th,1896,

Hon. Willimﬂ L. Strong,
Mayor of the City of New York.,
Dear Sir:-

Please take notice that T shall hold the
City of lNew responsitle for any damage that may occur
to my property, rear of No.92 Monroe Street, which may

te caused Ly or proceed from the fire-trap rebuilding

on the site of former fire-trap Nos.4,6,8 and 10 Pelhan
St., built Decemter, 1890, destroyed ty fire Saturday,
Novemkber 2nd, 1895, when four persons were burned to
death and one who jumped to his death. On Novemkter
28th, 1890, T warned the President of the Fire Depart-
ment that the horrors of Nol97 Bowery might L2 revived
when T protested against an 80 foot hizh zmm sweatshop
teingz erected on a lane 19 feet wide and 250 feet in
length,

Tn my conmunication to you of the 2nd of
March, 1895, T enclosed copies of my two protests to

President Purroy. Tt was a crime to allow the erection
of the death trap, and it is no less a crime to allow
of the retuilding of it, Please acknowledze the re-
ceipt of this.
Respectfully,

(Signed.) PATRTCK H, FAY,

The subjoined list shows the list of fires
within 80 yards of my factory within two and a half years
47,49 and 51 Pike St, Sweatshop erected in June 1893,
turmed on Septemter 6th, 1893, Party in interest Morris
Levyy 4,6,8 and 10 Pelham St., adjoining my factory
built December 1890, sweatshop burned 2nd of Novemter,
1895, party in interest Morris Levy. Nos.12 and 14
Pelham St., seawtshop erected June 1890, bum ed 1895, -
party ininterest no% known to me. 232-4-6 Cherry St.,
sweatshop and statle, turned Easter Sunday 1895, parties
in interest not all known to me. All total losses.,

(Signed.) PATRICK H. FAY,




New York, March 12th,1896,

Hon, Villiam L, Strong,
Mayor of the (City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

Please take notice that T shell hold the
City of lNew responsitle for any damage that may occur
to my property, rear of No.92 Monroe Street, which may
te caused ty or proceed Pfrom the fire-trap rebuilding
on the site of former fire-trap Nos.4,6,8 and 10 Pelhan
St., built Decemter, 1890, destroyed ty fire Saturday,
Novembter 2nd, 1895, when four persons were burned to
death and one who jumped to his death, On Novemter
28th, 1890, T warned the President of the Fire Depart-
ment that the horrors of No 197 Bowery mizght te revived
when T protested against an 80 foot high smm sweatshop
teing erected on a lane 19 feet wide and 250 feet in
lﬁngtho

Tn my canmunication to vou of the ond of
March, 1895, T enclosed copies of my two protests to
President Purroy, Tt was 2 crime to allow the erection
of the death trap, and it is no less a crime to allow
of the retuilding o8 it. Please acknowledze the re-
ceipt of this,

Respectfully,

(Signed.) PATRICK H, FAY,.

The subjoined list shows the list of fires
within 80 yards of my factory within two and a ha 1f years
47,49 and 51 Pike St, Sweatshop erected in June 1893,
Lurned on Septemter 6th, 1893, Party in interest Morris
Levyy 4,6,8 and 10 Pelham St., adjoining my factory
built Decemcer 1890, sweatshop burned 2nd of Novewmter,
1895, party in interest Morris Levy, Nos.l2 and 14
Pelham St., seawtshop erected June 1890, bumed 1895,«
party ininterest no% known to ms. 232-4-6 Cherry st.,
sweatshop and statle, turned EFaster Sunday 1895, parties
in interest not all known to me, All total losses,

(Signed.) PATRICK H. FAY,
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HON. WILLIAM L. STRONG,
Mayorl.
Sir;—

I have the honor to acknowladge receipt of the letter from your
office dated the 13th inst'.. enclosing copy of letter from Patrick
H. Fay'i . '
The records of the Department show that Mr. Fay's lestter
of NovA 28th, 1890, was received here om llav'. 29th, 1890, and on
the same day referred to the Buresu of Inspection of Bvaidim-
then a part of this DOpartment. The facts given in that 1otter
did not, however, constitute a violation of law at that time.

‘The remedy, if any there be at the present time, must be
sought through the Department of Bui ldingl‘. :
g Very respectfully,

(//0 /@;//<€%?,// 7208

Presiden

(P.S.)  Copy of letter referred to is herewith returned.
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PATTERSON & CLARKE .
55 William Street, New York.

March 16, 1896.

GEN. 0. H. LA GRANGE, Prest.
My Dear Sir:-
" Yours of 13th was forwarded to me from New
York and rec'd today, and piease permit me to thank you for the
information therein contained;
I would advise to do all in your power to defeat the
amendment giving 20% to the State Fireman's Home. 1 know all

about it; its a private concern gotten up by a few old Volun-

teers to make money for themselves; they tried to get hold of

the 3% Licensed Insurance Brokers in N. Y. tax, but the scheme
to enrich themselves was so apparent that they were easily beat..
on in 1892, T think, was the year.

I read an article which inferred that the Mayor favor
ed giving the Exempts all the 2% tax; T hope not- your fund
should get a big share of it; under no circumstaﬁces make an
alliance with the Hudson people; I still think that the origi-
nal proposition should prevail- your fund to get all,if you ‘
can, if not, then a division bétween your fund, Exempts and
Fire Patrol.

_Respectfully,
(Signed) GEO. T. PATTERSON.
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Grand Ynternational Hirg Tongnament and Gxhibition,

Royal Agricultural Hall, London, June 19th to 26th, 1896.

ss e 00 s s e e

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES, K.G.

H.R.H. Tae Duxke or 8axe Cosure Gorma, Duke or Epmsuren, K.G.

H.R.H. Tur Duke or Connaveur, K.G.
H.R.H. Tue Prince CuristiaN, K.G.

Tre Duke or MARLBOROUGH.

Tuae Duke or WestMINSTER, K.G.

PRESIDENT:
S Eyre M. Suaw, K.C.B.

Vice~PRESIDENT.
Carr. J. SexTON SIMONDS,
Chief Officer, M.F.B., London,

DisTrRicT PRESIDENTS:
H.R.H. Tur Prince Curistian. K.G.
Rr. Hon. EArL Mount EnGCUMBE.

Rr. Hon. TuE EArL or DupLry.

Rr. HoN. Lorp WOLVERTON.

ViscouNT CANTELUPE.
Sir Joun H. PurEesTon.
Sir TrREVOR LAWRENCE, BART.
CHAIRMAN :
Lievur.-CoL. SEasroxE, F.R.A.S.
= Chief Officer Rugby.

Vice-CHAIRMAN

Carr. W. R. HenpErsoN, J.P.,
Chief Officer Rickmansworth

WIDOWS & ORPHANS’
TRUSTEES :
Rr. HoN. Tue MARQUIS OF BREADALBANE.
Rr. HoN. Tue EarL or DENBIGH.
Rr. Ho~N. Lorp WOLVERTON.

FUND.

TREASURER:
W. Power Trench, Esq.,
Capital and Counties Bank,
QGuildford,

Gen. Hon. Skc.
Horace 8. Foiker, F.A.IL
N.F.B.U., Guildford.
Telegraphic Address—“Folker, Guildford.

BANKERS:
CarrtaL AND CoUNTIES.
(Guildford Branch.)

H.R.H. Tue Duke or Yo=zx, K.G. HN.R.H. Tae Duke or Camsringe, K.G.
His GracE Tae LorD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.
Tre Duke or Rurnanp, K.G. Tre Duke or NorTHUMBERLAND, K.G.

Tue Duke or Firg, K.T. ETC., ETC., ETC.,

?ma///a?/ m%@nj}/ é

England.

Dear Bir,

I am directed by the Executive Council of the
National Fire Brigades Union England to cordially invite®
you to attend the Grand International Fire Tournament
& Exhibition to be held at the Royal Agricultural Hall
London June 19th o 27th 1896, when representatives
from all parts of the World have promised to attend, &
without ecxception will be the largest International
gathering of PFiremen ever held. My Committee are
anxious to have all arrangcments made as perfect as
possible, at an early date, & have therefore instructed
Mr G.L.Beasley to prgoceed to the United States at once
in order to make the necessary arrangements for the
comfort of the delegates and shipment of Exhibits &
Teams, I shall therefore be glad to have your carly
reply.
Yours faithfully

William. .. Stiomge oy
Mgy of e

i
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CITY OF NEW YORK. -
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Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit the following report as the

result of my appeal to raise a fund, by subscription, for the relief of Ex-
Fireman BEdward McGaffney, who was rendered totally blird, the result of an
injury to his eyes, while in the discharge of his duty at the fire Nos. 488 and

486 Broadway, January 380th, 1879:

Twelve Chief Officers ‘ Engine Company No,

Engine Company No. 1 ] “ “
3 (23

b«

‘e

Chemical Engine Company No.
‘6 (X3 te 0
Central Insurance Patrol
Lynch Testimonial Coriimiittee
Hook and Ladder Company No.
. (X3

‘e ‘“ “ ‘

Mr. McGaffney desires me to state, that he heartily thanks the Depart-
ment for the interest manifested in his behalf, and hopes that none of his
comrades will ever be so unfortunate, (while in the discharge of their arduous
duties,) as to meet with such an affliction as his.

Very respectfully,
WILLIAM P. ALLEN,

TREASURER,
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Hon, William L. Strong,

Mayor.

At the request of the son of Edward Mc,Gaffney, (a
retired fireman of this department) I have the honor to submit the
tfollowing report of the circumstances of the injury to his Father,
while in active service. On January 30, 1879, a fire occurred
in No. 483 & 85 Broadway a 5 story brick iron front tuilding size
50 x 200, extending through to Mercer Street. Eng ine Company
No. 33 was one of the first to arrive and fireman Mc,Gaffney with
other members took the hose into the buil ding. While playing the
stream through a skylight between the fourth and fifth floors, he
and ‘another member were struck in the face by pieces of hot glass
and plaster. Mc,Gaffney's eyes being injured he was taken to the
Eve Infirmary,where it was ascertained that his eye sight was com-
ple tely dest royed. He being permanently injured.,the Board of
Commissioners retired him on an anmal pension of $600. As he
had a wife and several small children to support, 1 immediately
started a fund to assist him, and as you will see by the enclosed

circular succeeded in raising the sum of $4.852.32 for his benefit.

Mc,Gaffney and myself have been comrades in the de~-

partment since its organization in 1865. My spine was injured

&
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by being thrown from Engine No. 12 while driving to a fire previous
to 1870, and 1 have been detailed at Fire Department Headquarters
since that time.

1 was present at the fire where Mc,Gaffney was in-
jured and assisted him to the street. 1 am therefore, familiar
with the circumstances of his case and have no hesitation in saying
that any action of the Legislature to assist him at this time would
certainly be a deserving act of justice.

Very Spé tfu lly,

Ch ief Clerke.

“3
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HEADQUARTERS

FIRE DEPARTMENT
157 & 159 EAST 67WSTREET,

New YoRrk.
2d April, 1896.
Hon. William L. Strong, |
Mayor-

Dear Sir:

I have the honor to inform you
of the adoption of the following resoiu-
tion by the Board of Firé Commissione‘rs‘

at its meeting yesterday:

RESOLVED, That His Honor the Mayor
be inv:Lted to be presen’o a’o the regular
meeting of this Board, at 10: 30 A M

on Wednesday, the 8th of Aprll (Regulg

Conference and Trial Day), or, if that !




date be inconvenient, on any succeed-
ing Wednesday that may suit his con-

venience.

The Commissioners and the Depar

ment, would be greatly pleased if you

could accept this invitation.

Very respectfully,

A etyge

President.




O. H. LA GRANGE.
JAMES R.SHEFFIELD.
AUSTIN E. FORD.

Commissioners.

Hon. William L. Strong, Mayor,
’ City Hall.

Dear Sir:-

Y /
/f K(/fé//a{u Tord

///ﬁ:' g ~;' e
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157 159 st 67 Soeett

A ew Jor#, April 9y

3

g

‘I have the honor to inform you that, at a meeting of the

Board of Fire Commissioners held on the 7th inst., the following re-

solution was adopted:

Resolved that his Honor the Mayor be requested to instruct

the Commissioners of Accounts to examine the accounts of this Depart-

ment as soon as practicable.

Very respectfully,

{//(//ti Ll /f/[—
P i
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FIFTEENTH DiSTRICT.

Hon. William L. Strong,
Mayor, &c.,
New York City.

Dear Sir:-

1 desirse to submit the following brief argument in favor of
the acceptance by the ecity of the bill in relation to physicians in
the FPire Department.

There are at present three physicians to the department who
were appointed by the Board under a general clause empowering the Board

to appoint officers and employees and compensate theme Thers isdno

spooifici provision of law for physicians'in the departmente

They hold

no fixed term, have no fixed tenure of office, and no rixéd salarys
The saiary of the present physician is $2,000 a year, fixed by the
Board and payable monthly. Pormerly there were four physicians who
drew the same salary of 82,000 each.

By the proposed law discretionery power is granted to the
Board of Fire Commissioners to appoint four medical officerse They
are not compelled to appoint all of them, but cannot exceed rfours The

salary of each physician is to be $2,000 a year, which would make the
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FRANK D.PAVEY.
FIFTEENTH DI1STRICT.

total expense possible under the law $12,000 per annume The physicians

are to be removable only for cause and after an opportunity to be

heard. The Board designates and controls their duties. The number

of firemen and other employees subject to the medical care and attend-
ance of these physicians is over 1200, being an average of 300 for
each physiciane.

Thi; arrangements compares favorably wi‘t;h that in the
Police Departments In that department there are 22 police surgeoOns
authorized by law." At the present time there are 16 police surgeons

in actuai services They are only removable for cause after an opportu-

nity to be heard, and are furthermore entitled to retirsment On a

ponsion. of half pay for life after tweniy years service, or by reason
of disability. Their salaries are $3,000 eachs This‘makes a totall
expense for police surgeons authorized by law, of $66,000 per annum,
and the total expense for police surgeons at the present time is $48,000
per annnm; to which must be added any expense for pensions under the
provision of the law noted ahove.

There are about 4,0b0 policemen and other employees of the

department under the medical attendance of these police surgeons,
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FRANK D. PAVEY.
FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

which makes an average for 22 physicians (in case all were appointed)
of 181 each, and an average for 16 physicians (fha present force) of
250 each.

In case 800 additional policemen are appointed as authorized
by law, the average for 22 physicians would be 218 oach; and for 16
physicians 300 each.

You will thus see that compared with the amount of work
and number of patients, the highest average number of men which a
physician in the Police Department would be expected to attend, even
if the number of policemen were increased to the uttermost limit; and
the number of surgéons was not increased above those at present ap-
pointecl.; would be only 300, This is the same number Which the Pire
Department physicians must .attond.

It should also be berne -in mind that the duties of fire de-
partment pfxysicians are more onerous than those of the police surgeons
by reason of the greater exposure to acciden§, wet and cold, irregular
hours and broken sleep, and the consequent ailments resulting from

these causes which the firemen undergoe
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FRANK D.PAVEY.
FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

The permanency Of tenure which this bill will give to physi-
cians, will certainly give them a greater interest in thei® work.
Inasmuch as the Board has power to prescribe their dutios; they still
remain under the control of the Board notwithstanding their permanency
of tenure. The present physicians are all new appointees under this
adndnistration; and were selected after careful Civil Service examina-
tion. They were in no sense the personal appointees of the Bo;rd; and
hence the laws cannot be eriticised on the score that it esteblishes
and fixes personal appointees in office.

" It may be noted that the Coroner's physicians each receive
a salary of $3,000 per annum. |

The only opposit ior; to the bill comes from the financial
side of the city; 80 to speak, and is based upon the inerease of
salary. It seems to me that there are two answers t0o this argumente.

A .lnt: The merdtorious one that the men earn and Ought to
be paid as much as is paid to the surgeons in the Police Department.

2nd: Regardless of what is paid any one else, if they per-

form their duties properly, their services ought to be worth $3,000
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FRANK D.PAVEY.
FIFTEENTH D1STRICT.

and they ought t0 be paid that sum.

Under the present system the Board of Fire Cormissioners
with the cOnsent of the Board of Estimate and Apportiomnunt; might
appoint more than four physicians, and give them more than $3,000
apiece., ' Hence under an improvident admini sfratibn of the city affairs
the pr;sont law would constitute no economical barrier against extra-
vagance.

Trusting that fou will see your way clear t0 accept the
pill orricially;

. I remain,

Yours very truly,

St it
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157 8159 East 677 Soertt

O. H. LA GRANGE,
JAMES R.SHEFFIELD.

AUSTIN E FORD

e NewYork, _ May 20th, 194

The Hon. Board of Aldermen-
Gentlemen:

I have the honor to state that for more than
twenty-five years the heads of bureaus and others of this Depart-
ment have been compelled to advance from their own private means
considerable sums of money, to pay the necessary office and minor
expenses of their several bureaus, etc. It has been lately ascer-
tained that, in the case of other Departments of the city govern-
ment - the Law, Public Works, and Street Cleaning - they are em-
powered by a resolution of your Honorable Board to draw upon the
Comptroller for a certain specified sum to defray such expensps.'
The adoption of the following resolution, which is in form the same .
as that passed in the instances mentioned, at as early a date as
practicable, is requested:

RESOLVED, That for the purpose of defraying any minor or
incidental expenses contingent to the Fire Department, the Treasur-
er of the Board of Fire Commissioners may, by a requisition, draw

gon the Comptroller for a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars

($500); the Treasurer of the Board of Fire Commissioners may, in
like manner, renew the draft as often as may by him be deemed
necessary, to the extent of the appropriation set apart for contin-
gencies of the Fire Department; but no such renewal shall be made
until the money paid upon the preceding draft shall be accounted
for to the Comptroller,by the transmittal of a voucher or wvouchers,

certified by the Treasurer of the Board of Fire Comnissioners,
covering the expenditure of money paid thereon.




2

.

As the monthly expenditures on these accounts in this

Department aggregate, in the various bureaus, etec., about $275,

I have the honor to request that the amount suggested in the pro-

posed resolution, be allowed.

Very respectfully,
(K5 i

President.
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JAMES R.SHEFFIELD.
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Hon. William L. Strong,
Méyorf
Dear Sir:
I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a proposed
letter to the Board of Aldermen, asking for the adoption of a
resolution to authorize the drawing of $500 by requisition upon the
Comptroller, for minor or incidental expenses, as will appear
therefrom.
Before submitting the resolution for introduction to the
Board of Aldermen, the Fire Commissioners would like to be advised

whether the proposed action meets with your approval, or otherwise.

Very respesctfully,

7

y ; AR /A (
A 4 (i / 7 7 ¢ / /
/ « YRS FEE C// ;

President.
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