


OFFICE OF -/

ERNEST HARVIER,
1193 Broadway.

April 4, 1910, .
My dear Judge:

I am addressing you as to some visible political condiltions
gulte unusual in their popular reflex. Usually after a local election 1in
New York, in which Tammany candidates have been defeated, wholesome
changes are effected within its own ranks, its incoming opponents disap-
peint many hopes and expectatl ons/ and there is a reaction on the reboum
by which Tammany regains much of the support 1t previously lost. This
year the Tammany men seem to be like that bellringer in the belfry who was
so deadened by the sound that he could not hear the bell. They have made
no changes of poliey, instituted nc progressive reforms, neither supported
nor antagonized those now in office who defeated them, &and are perc eptibly
still losing ground. Two of their district leaders have died; seven have
been restired from offices they held; foreclosure suits are pending for
the repossession of their headquarters in three district S, and in elight
lack of local support has compelled the leaders to desert their club rooms
for others less expensive.

To the rapid changing in the character of our voting popu=-
lation, the Tanmany men have seemed unable to adjust themselves, and the

detachment of Democrats of character, influence and supposed independence

from them nas been marked. CorrGSponﬁjy, 88 & result of all this, there

has been a great increase in the number of anti-Tammany Democ rats/ and
showld the line of demarcation be drawn between them and those still
favorable to Tamimeny, as I hope it won't be, the weakness of Tammany,
destitute of newspaper support and dismembered in meny districts, would be

a surprise except to those who utilize the opportunities they possess for

knowing what is going on.
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So pervasive is now this sentiment that any candidate for
high office supposed to be favored by Tammany is injured by such support.
The great prescience you showed 1n your declaration during the campalpgn
that you would not be swallowed by the tiger, is being abundantly vindic=-
anted. To the extent that political conditions have entered, fxéns the pop-

ularity of your administration with the voters has been in inverse ratio

to its recognition or supposed recognition of Tammany.

It is not necessary for one to sleep in the Temple of Ino
to learn a lesson of plain import. 1In the popular estimate, exaggerated
as it may be, Tammany when defeated in November, was not far from justify-
ing the description of PFranklin "the numberle ss and needl 8ss places,
salaries, perquisites, bribes, false accounts Or no acc ounts and cone

tracts amd jobs"™ of the government of England 1in 1776,

Since January 1, & feeling of relief from thraldom has 1in-
creased the political independence of Democrats in all Democ ratic cone-

stituencies and as I have never before seen such a condition in New YOrk,

foll owing a Tammany defeat, I have been making some study of the causes

end of their relation, if any, to the success of your administration.

Youfs~s incerely, -

\’9 2 2} é/z,,/zf/w
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TELEPHONE, 485 MADISON SQUARE
OFFIOE OF

/
ERNEST HARVIER 2
1193 BROADWAY

)—/

My dear Judge:
At the Carnegie Hall meeting
which I attended last night, I watched close-

ly the temper of the audience, which was g

larpge one, on hearirfg vour let ter} and was

very glad to observe that it was most
hearty «» particularly in the downstairs
part of the house where Republicans and ine-

dependents predoninated.




Oct.25,1911.k
Dear Alderman Dowling:

Now that you are running for
office again I want to do what I can to
increase your majority. I have now
worked with you for nearly two years
and I want to certify to your intelli-
gence and your fidelity to your publiec
duties. I Xnow of no one who has
been more helpful to me than you have.
You have uniformly worked for the best
interests of the city, and the many
times that you have come to inform me
of things which were not right has en-
abled me to do things to whieh my ate
tentlion mizht not have been otherwise
directed. Your influence in the Board
of Alderrien has bheen uniformly good,
and a8 leader of that body, sometimes
under difficulties, you have displayed
great t7,ct and good judgment, -

Sincerely ypufe, 2
// Ay Iy ﬁ’jr/
Ml y 6 S o

Hon, Frank L. Dowling, L :
Alderman of the 7th District,
New York City.




Your letter of this date is at hand. That
the Hearst league convention nominated Villett 18 as
well known to you as to me. VWhat induced 1t to do 807
In fact Lhe nomination was fixed up with the Hearst
league first,K as 1 understand. In order to ascertiain
why and how the Hs
lett, and what ‘he inducements were, 1% will be necessary,
I suppose, to get at the Hearst leaders in Queens county,
like Sheriff Quinn of Long Island City. Of course in
the mult’ tude of my duties I have not had the time TO

trace, statements and settle on witnesses. Hearst and

‘s leaders are all shouting that what they call "Tam-

many" nominated Willetti. How cun that be? Tanmany 18
the local Democratic orgaﬁi.zatlon in Manbattan. It couid
nominate no one over in Brooklyn or Queens. Vhat could
it have to do with the Hesrst convention that nominated
Willett? Really, are people to be humbugged SO easily?

Your letter is joiney in by an assistant dilt;'ict ;ttorney '

of New York counts;, I do not include him in this answer,
as the distric’ attorney of New York county has no juriss

diction whe tever in your county. . If there pe enything

=]=




further I can do for you in the matter I shall be very

glad to do it.

HOp, Fred G. De Witt,

District Attorney Queens County,
Long Island City, N. Y.
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JO0 MULBERRY STREET
NEW YORK

November 8,1911.

Dear Mayor Gaynor,

ng you this letter because it expresses

what I have heard on eyéry side since Saturday night. Indeed, the
condensus of opinion is that if your speech had been made a week
before it would have been most effective throughout Greater New
York. It especially delighted me, because I had, as Police Com=
missioner, a "run in" with one of the gentlemen of the double=-
barr<led namee. and I know what you said was most thoroughly ap-
preciated by a multitude of people.

This letter of Judge Breen's was written on Election
Day, as you see. The Judge, as you know, has been long in pub-
lic 1life and has had a most unusual acquaintanceship with men
and conditions here. His opinions are marked by knowledge at
first hand and unusual foresight and sound sense.

Believe me, always, with high reg.;ardJ and good wishes,

Very sincerely yvours,

ettt ing N

Hon. Wm. J. Gaynor,
Mayor,
New York City.
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Dear Mr, Bainbridge:
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Sincerely youry,

Bainbri.dge, Esq.,
9 Mﬂ'lﬂ‘ Street,
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* APR261912 *

l
ERNEST HARVIER i‘ .
1193 BROADWAY -
NEW YORK

(Copy) | April 26, 1912.
.My dear Judge:

I acknowledge your letter. Accumulating circumstances
are making it almost impossible for me to hold my political friends
in line, and 1 appeal to your'sense of fairness and justice, if we

' have not good ground for grievance. These are some of the circumstanzes:

l. For the position in street openings for which 1 recome-
mended Mr. Franklin, the appointee i1s Charles H. Srtong, the gentleman
who organized the City Club meetings against your Charter, and who pre-
8ided at the anti-Gaynor, anti-Charter meeting at Cooper Union on Oct. 7.

2. On March 27, you wrote me: "Mr. Fosdick contradictes in
vriting every statement in your letter about him." Mr. Porter F. Atlee,
as I wrote you, started on a ten weeks Furopean vacation on April 10th.
Mr. Fosdick has recommended an increase of his salary of $500. Mr. ﬂhltx;q
a political adventurer from Colorado, with whose doings you are familian,%&
is scheduled for a raise of 9250 (he asked for $500) and Mr, Ragan, a pol-
itical adventurer from Montana, is scheduled for an increase of $500,
both by Mr. Fosdick. I saw within three feet of you:-on the platform.df
Carnegie Hall at your first Manhattan meeting, organized by Pemocrathc
Ynion (our organization), Municipal Democracy (J.J. Murphy, Tenement
House Department) H.W, Bridges, (gas suits) and William Lustgarten (law
Department proceedings) and Voters Federation, when you commended "New
¥okk for New Yorkers."

3« An Assistant Corporation Counsel in the lLaw Department
at $4,500, appointed since you became Mayor, is stumping Massachusette

for Governor Willon as his personal representatiV¥®, along with W. S.

MifNary, and he has become involved in a controversy with George




ERNEST HARVIER
1193 BROADWAY
NEW YORK
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Frederick Williams. The Boston Herald of yesterday (Thursday) reports Wil-
liams as having been "called to account” by this gentleman. They are to
nave a Joint debate. It seems to some of our members that all this is not
compatible with the failure of your Law Yepartment to show even the scant-
iest recognition, since you have been Mayor, to some of those who did act-
ive campaigning for Gaynor in New York.

4. On August 2, 1610, you gave me a letter to Mr. ¥erguson, City Record,
in reference to an assistant editor there. (Mr. Ellis is the editor.) I
saw Ferguson about it. In March of this year Mr. Ferguson applied to the
Board of Estimate for an assistant editor at $2,700. When I called his at-
tention to it, he wrote that I was "misinformed."™ The plan is to create an
exempt place and it is still pending.

5 The Times of to-day calls attention to a matter of which I have spok-
en with the Secretary of the Civil Service Reform Association. The places

in Fire Prevention Bureau were distributed among the Tammany and*brooklyn

district leaders -~ one for each, and one over for an Independence League

man. In deference to existing political conditions, I did not feel justi-
fied in opposing any of the Tammany selections, but when in one case a man
who former Chamberlain James J. Martin had at work against you in 1909, and
in another an Independence league man was selected, our people do not cone
sider, and have'tﬁ‘d.me that they do not consider, this in accordance with
the public assurance I made to them as to your senseof fairness.

Those members of our organization who have been ;ppointdd'by, or through
you, have in every case made good conspicuously,,and our members who have

devoted time and money in your behalf, and have consistently sustained your
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administration since -~ just saving Mlhe Democratic ticket in Manhattan and

Bronx from defeat last year -~ do not know why they should be discriminated

against. I confess that I don't either.

4 sincerely, §Z |
PP AR NS B el g | TPy

The vacancy in the Commissioner of #Accounte office, referred to in your
letter, occurred April 10 by the resignation of P.J. Maloney to take a
place under Andrews. It ies none of our tusiness how the change occurred,
but I will tell you: Maloney did not send his resignation tornFosdick, but
to his Tammany district leader, who sent it to the Mayor's office accompany.-
ing the name of their candidate for the vacancy, and it was thus transferr-

ed to Fosdick.




Oct.28,1912.k
Dear Mr. Harvier:

Since 20 many voters are withe-
out information to emable them to make

an intelligent selection in Massachusetts,
it not just ey

ng
n this state we vote wholesale
& Cross at the head of the columm for
8¢ We are informed about and those we
are not informed about alike,

S8incerely yours

de a2 ™Y

SN oo

]

F i

Ernest Harvier, Bsq. ,

119 3, Br oadway,
Manhattan.




TELE PAO‘NI

MADISON SQUARE 485 ERNEST HARVIER

1193 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

January 10, 1913.

My dear Judge:

Speaking of the Massachusetts system of voting
and of the proposed adoption of that system in elections here,
you have called attention to the fact that voters who did not
show sufficient intelligence to mark all candidates for all
the offices were entitled to no special consideration. I am
bound to say that some of the results of our election here
Justily very fully what you said: In this county 13,5676 voters
and 14,413 (a larger number) in Kings handed in blank State

tickets, 27,989 in two counties not voting for any State, Cone

gressional, judicial or legislative candidafea. 7,879 other

voters in New York and 4,593 in Kings voted for Governor only
upon one of the tickets and ignored all other nominations.

aithfully,

i S L gt S e o i s e
* &




Oct.25,1910.m

Dear Mr, Warner:

.

_ I quite agree with vou
in all that you gay. It no more
matiers what this scamp Hearst
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K. Thaw says, but it a grievous
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Pregsident of the United States

to recklessly utter things about
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merest investigation to be false
. and without a log to stand on,

I repgreot exceedingly to see Mr.

Roosavelt doing the like. The

American people look upon one
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Lighten tho"whole paoris +ithes
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regard to politics " °¥t

is unbroker trae
“the foundation of
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Nov.2,1910.m
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Sincerely yoursy
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meeting, but [ am very anxious
a helping hand, if that were pos-

Dear Mr., Mayham:
permit of my
sible for me to do.

with

or.
Ray B, Mayhan, Fsq.,
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-14,1913 .k
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I suppose it will be conceded
that either the Collectorship or the

, Burveyorship of the Port should go to
roeklyn. If the Surveyorship goes
there, 1 am able to recormenmi to you a

8t class man for the place in Michael
. Butler. He is a man of substance
and position, well educated, and of:
igh business intelligence. He knows

g « He met you at Baltimore at the
onvention, but you may noet remember him,

Believe me, as ever,.

Hon. William G. MeAdoo,
Seoretary of the Treasury
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Merch 17, 1913.

My deayr Mr. lMeyor:

I thank you for your letter of MHerch l14th with

rogpoct to Mr. Michael H. Butiler. I shall be

glad to bear in mind what you say when the question

comes up of apvointing a Surveyor of the Port of

New york -

Sincerely yours,

Jorou

Hon. V. J. Gaynor,
Hayor of New York,
New York City.




April 4th, 1913.
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The City of
" et

C ammissioser of Jheddic Works
Borougly of Wrovkipn

JULY 1, 1913,

My dear Mr, Mayor;
I find here at my office your very cor-

dial note of this date.

rough have indicated their willingness to
vote for me to succeed Borough President
Steers. I have no reason to think other

than that they will so vote. several of

them voluntarily spoke to me at the meeting

of the Board of Aldermen this afternoon, and
I think they would be quite agreeable to your
calling them together to elect a successpr to
Borough President Steers, even at short no-
tice,

In reply to your query as to my legal




right to act as Borough President after

Borough President Steers' resignation has

been accepted I will say, upon looking the
matter up, I think you are right, and that
I could not do so, and that the Borough
would really be without a President during
the interim between the acceptance of Bo-

rough President Steers' resignation and the

election of a successor by the Board of Al-

dermen.

I appreciate most fully the kindness of
your favor and I can assure you 1l shall es-
teem it a privilege to serve as a member of

the Board of Estimate under you as llayor.

Sincerely yours,

,- | f 3 # / 2 l/,
- X h
\-

Commissioner O 1Pt Works.

Hon, William J. Gaynor, -
Mavor, The City of New York.




