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OFFICE OF

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRSTDIVISION,CITYOF NEW YORK
300 MULBERRY STREET
MANHATTAN

WILLIAM McADOO
CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

NEW YORK J'anua.ry ll’lgllo

" r3 9 N\ .
.ri-ﬁ“ > ANA A s

Hon. William J. Gaynor,
Mayor,

City Hall, Manh.

I beg leave to enclose herewith reports on the
Night Courts for Men and Women. Permit me to call your
attention to the fact that in theWomerts Night Court, of the
2037 women arraigned there 1525 were discharged by the Mag-
igtrate and 512 convicted. The new system oI finger-print-
ing convicted women 1s now beginning to make returns, and 54
were identified by the finger-prints, some ol them three
times although giving different names. I commend the work
of the Judges in this Court. ©So far as I can, I favor the
commitment, especially of tThe younger women where the case
looks in any wise hopeful, to reformatories and those other
institutions provided’by law.

You will aléo notice that in the Men's Night Court
3352 of those arraigned were discharged out o1 a total of 686595.
These 3352 men were arrested after the close of the day court,
and, without this court, would have remained in prison until
the following day if not bailed out. The amount of fines,

$3,246.50, ig quite considerable. I have been informed that

the Police Department have some objectlions to this Cowrt, on




The Mayor,

the grourmd that the discharge of the defendants during the
night prevents the inspection of men who are professional
criminals by the Detective Bureau in the morning, it being
a2 custom of that Department-- for the information especially
of the younger men in the Detective Bur eau-- {0 have what

ig called a "line up" of suspects and well known criminals
every morning.

The system which prevailed up to this time, of
making returns from the Courts is not sufficient in detall
for me to be able to analyze,from the figures given toc me,
the number of prisoners who were held in the Night Court

" ¥
charged with such offense as being a disorderly person and
intended to cover those known to be pickpockets or other
professional eriminals. I am addressing myself to the work
of so reforming the returns from the courts as to be able
to more clearly analyze their work and classify the offenses.
To this end, however, permit me to say, that it will be neces-
sary that this offiee should be in co-operation with the
Police Department and the Commisgioner of Corrections, and
I would be glad indeed if Your Honor could see your way to
suggest that the two other officials and myself confer to-
cether on this subject. Our returns are now in no wilse up

to the standard of those. in the great cities in Europe,

Properly collected, these statisties and tables would not

only be interesting to students, but would furnish a fine

practical basis for effective reform by those concerned 1in




The Mayor. Jan.11'31}1.

administering the government of the city,

I would also be glad if I could have official
information from the Police Department as to thelr exact
attitude regarding the Night Court for men.

If the Night Courts are to remain separated as
thev now are, entailing additional lsbor on the magistrates,
being in session, as they are, every night in the year,

I would suggest that the law be changed as to the opening
and cloging hours of these courts. I believe if the law
read that they should open at 9 p.m., instead of elght

o'clock, and close not earlier than one o'clock a.,m., un-

less in the discretion of the Chief City Magistrate the

volume of business, as shown by the returns from Poii; 9
Headguarters, required later hours, 1t might'beA?lose at

the hour first named. A8 a general rule, the largest number
of cases have been disposed of by one o'clock, eépecially
if the magistrate sits continuously to that hour, and, it
most frequently happens that from that until three o'clock
in themorning he hasn't anything to do, but is compelled
to remain there, getting to his home in a distant part ol
the city at a very unseemly hour. The long drag between
one and three o'clok , doing nothing, is more wearing on
the magistrates than if they were actively engaged, and I
know from my own experience and that of the other judges,
that they consider the nervous strain incidental to this
prolongation of the night session more burdensome than
formerly when there was but one night court and the number

of prisoners brought in in the first hour were oftire s of




The Mayor : 1/11/11

80 great a volume as to keep the magistrate actively engaged
untlil the last minute of the prescribed hour for closing.
The majority of t he magistrates are very desirous of this
change, and, I am quite convinced that if thev knew it

could be cloged by law at one o'clock they would readily

meetl any emergency and remain open to any liour in the morn-
oaraa

ing where their presence (7\actually required.

Very respectfully,

Chief City Magistrate.




MEMORANDUM FOR THE MAYOR.

This is a letter from Chief City Magistrate licAdoo.

He asks for more cooperation between the Vagistrates' Courts, the
Department of Police and the Department of Correction, and adds:

"I would be glad indeed if your Honor could see your way to suggest
that the two other officials"(the Commissioner of Police and the
Cormissioner of Correction) "and myself confer together on this sub-
ject."

The subject to which Judge McAdoo addresses himself 1s
with respect of the administration of the night courts , and partic-
ularly as to the custom of holding prisoners on charges of beling
disorderly persons. He says that numbers of prisoners have
been held in the Night Court charged with this oilense, which 1s
intended to cover those’known to be pickpockets or other professional

criminals, so that there may be a "line up" 1n the morning for the

especially of the younger men}of the Detective Bureau.

17
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is being| done with the women of the
Istreet. They have never been 8O free
| from molestation ag now. This is a com- g’
parative table of the dispositien of casSes |
in September, 1009, and for the same
month in 1910:

“ Ano¥ier irteresting table shows Wiic ]
l

1900, 1910.
1 Discharged ..ocovessanrsness Ul 4117
i

Workhouse 21

Fined S1 to $10

Probation

100d behavior bond

House of Good Shepherd...

N. ¥. Magdalen and Benev-
olent Soclely

Hospital

Total arraign

Total convictions

Total commitments ..




OFFICE OF

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRST DIVISION,CITYOF NEW YORK
300 MULBERRY STREET
MANHATTAN

WILLIAM McADOO
CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

NEW YORK April 3, 1911,

My Dear lMayor Gaynor:
My attention has been called to a state-

ment published in the "New Ycrk Times" of Sunday, (a clipping

of which I enclose), which is intended to show the work of the

Night Court for Women.

These figures are grossly inaccurate, as you will

see by the report herewith enclosed. Instead of 417 having been

discharged in the month of September, the total arraignments in

that Court were 473, of which 263 were convicted and sentenced

by the Magistrates for various offenses of which the Court had
sumpary jurisdiction, one was held for a felony, 24 for misde-
meanors and 183 were discharged. Fifty-nine of these convic-
tions were for soliciting for the purposes of prostitution or

for violations of other laws relating to that vice. - In Septem-
ber we had not put in operation the card system under which

every case in the Courts in these Boroughs is now reported to

this  office daily, and, in the cases of women arraigned for
disorderly conduct, soliciting on the streets, the letters "Sol."
are placed in brackets after the words, "Disorderly Conduct," so
that we can separate these cases every day from the other offenses
under that heading. We know, however, from the fact that fifty-
eight women were finger-printed that those represent the convic-
tions for soliciting on the public streets, and that the remainder

were for nther causes than those connected with this wvice.




The Mayor: i . ADril 9, 1911,
I enclose also table showing the work of the Night
Court for Women, from the 1lst of September up to date. Coupled
with the charge that no effort is being made to keep the streets
free from these women, nor to abate the indecencies and dangers
of this nuisance, the month of September was evidently selected
because of the small number of convictions for this form of dis-

orderly conduct.

You will notice by the tables that during the months
of September and October the figures had reached the minimum
but afterwards they jumped suddenly up and have maintained a
high level ever since. The reason why there were so few women
brought to the Night Court during the months of September and
October for this charge was because, after the new law went
into effect, these women who frequent the streets were led 1o
believe, from statements made to them, that the physical ex-
amination proscribed by Sec.79 and the consequences to them,
were very serious, and I can testify, not only from statements
made to me, but from my own inspection of the streets at that
time, that the usual thoroughfares, which these people fre-
quent, became largely d;sertedby this class of women who were
frightened by such stories. Finding the reports in regard to
this syvstem had been distorted and exaggerated, they grew bold-

er by December, and, in addition to that, on the 250th day of

November, Mr. Justice Bischoff declared that part of the law

unconstitutional, and the physical examinations were thereupon

discontinued.

Of the 1525 convicted since September 1lst, the fol-

lJowine is the disnosition of the cases!




April 3, 1911,

Workhouse
Fined
Probation
Discharged
Sentence Suspended
Bedford Reformatory
House of Mercy
House Good Shepherd
Magdalen Home
Hospital
Reprimand
$200.00 Bonds, to
keep the peace 6
months 1
Pending 2

Total 1525

Prior 1¢ the 1lst day of September, 1910, there were
no records available to show the number of women arrested,
convicted or discharged as to this particular offense.

Very sincerely yours,

Chief City Magistrate.

Hon, William J. Gaynor,

Ay OoOr.,




Number and disposition of cases for "Soliciting" é&c.

From September 1lst to December 31st, 1910:

CrkhOUuB@e s sseeoosees
Fine@eeeeoeosscoeocccos
Probationecceccoeccee
Dischargedecececcceee

Sentence Suspended.. ..

Bedford Reformatory..

‘ouse Good Shepherd..

M;%dalen Home ® & ¢ & & & 0 0

?EOBPitalooooooooooooo

Sept. Oct.
27 47

6
4

1
2l
08

Nov. Total
144 356

5 3l

11 ol
2




Mumber and disposition of ®ases for "Soliciting,"” &c-

From January 1 to March 351, 1911°

Jan'y, Feb'y,
WorkhoOuS@eeeeeesssvsocscossocscosoncas <29 180
Finedecccoeccecoccccosccccscscccces 67 67
ProbatiON.iccccscsssssccccscococcns 32 17

Dischargedeccscsccccscccccccccsoce o 3

Bedford Reformatdry.............. o

House 0f MerCyececcccocecsoscoscssccee - o
House of Good Sheph‘eI;d. cesccssccss S
Jlagdalen Home...........f........ * o
suspended SentencCe.ceecescscocoooe
Reprimand.: csescecscscssscocccsscncces

200,00 Bonds, to keep 6 mOBessss

Pendingessccecccccsccccecscscscsssnce




Total number of arraignments and disposition of
prisoners at the Pemale Night Court from September 1st, 1910
to March 31st, 1911, inclusive.

Convicted Other
Arraigned Progstitution Convictions Discharged

September 473 58 205 181
October 499 90 170 207
November 509 /40 | R7 175
Deocember 956 140 200
January 705 97

February 606 104

March 727

Totals 4075 : 9’4

‘
pse 4957







vty LB AR
BNRIGHT COURTS BILL.
Fhe World:
attet™»n has bheen called to an
torial in this morning’s issue en-
titled “Spiking the Night Court.” With
all that is said in favor of these courts
by The World 1 heartily and earnestly
agree. They fulfil a most useful publie
} Purpose and have come to stay, |
I think, however, yvou ave not seen
the bill in question, which, as you state,
was introduced by Senator Frawley and |
passed by the Senate. I drew the bill
vself and it expressly provides that
g€ courts shall not close earlier than
D'clock A. M. and at such later h(.mr,1
the Chief City Magistrate may deem |
essary Iin the pubhlic interest, It is |
tnanimous opinion of the Magis-
tes, especially those wWho sit in the
ht Court for Men, that the court
id close much ear'ier than 3 o'clock
M., as it is their experience that
gre few if anv prisoners brought
fter 1 o'clock in the morning. I
PO certain about the proper clos-
for the Night Court for Women
d be guided by experience. If
of the professional bondsman
e into view, why ¢ po
Tosextended, i T
even Jlater than 3 o'clock A.
ongly, and I might say consistentl}
)posed as 1 am to the evils {)ointed out
y The World, I think the public can be
assured that there will be no abuse of
§58. Tosponsibllity cast upon me by the
proposed enactment. Ry
The physical and nervous strain upon
the Magictrates holding Night C(_’l”'ts s
| quite considerable, and I was fndUCEd
to favor this measure by their una-
nimity in asserting that at the Men’s
Nizht Court the general ru]e'was that
they had comparatively nothing toi do
between 1 and 3 o'clock in the morning,
and that the court could be (3]0::9('1 ear-
ller $han now allowed by law without
inviting any of the evils which the sys-

em was designed to repress,
; \V‘[IJIJIJ\-\[ BT'AT)OO,

Chief City Magistrate
New York, June 5.




SprzING THE NIGHT OOURT.

. Rw-rawley’s bill permitting the Manhattan
Night Crrt to be closed at any hour after 1 A. M.
fIxed Jy the Chief Magistrate has passed the Sen-
we. It should go no further.

The Night Court was established to lessen the

5K that innocent persons might be subjected to im-
prisonment unnecessarily, and also and chiefly to
cut off the graft of the professional bondsmen, ex-
torted from the wretched, helpless women of the
street. Additional Magistrates were appointed to
ake care of the increased work. They were scarce-
1y In their places when efforts were begun to spike
the law and close the court.

Either the Night Court is needed or it is not
needed. If the professional bondsman is dead, if
unnecessary arrests for purposes of extortion are
no longer made, if the summons system is complete
and universal, there is no further need of this
tribunal at all. But if it is still needed we ghould
hear no more about shortening its hours. At 1

M. the “night” within which the $5-fee bonds-

maoegld reaped his infamous harvest is only
just beginning.

A — A — .

Wokd 5= //




OFFICE OF .

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRST DIVISION,CITYOF NEW YORK
300 MULBERRY STREET

MANHATTAN
WILLIAM McADOO

CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

June 7th,1911.

Hon. William J. Gaynor,
20 Y 0 T .
City Hall, Manh. Re, NIGHT COURTS.
My Dear Mayor Gaynor:

I beg to callbrour attention to a
clause in the annual report with reference to changing
the hours of the Night Courts for men and women, and
also to an editorial which appeared in "The World,"
and a letter which I subsequently wrote to that paper
in connection therewith. The Bill, which I understand
is passed and 1s before you, is tle one introduced in
the Senate by Senator Frawley and was drawn by me.

I have given the matter careful and painstaking in-
vestigation and am convinced that we can, without any
injury to the public interests, close the lien's Night

Court at an earlier hour than three o'clock a.m., and

the Women's Night Court probably between two and three

2 elMe All of tle cases that go to the Men's Night Court
are for minor offers es, such as intoxication, peddlimg
without a licemse, disorderly conduct, ete., and the
police arrests are practically closed by midnight. In
the Women's Night Court defemdants are brought in often
later than one a.m., although many nights, between one




and three o'clock there are few if any arrestis.

You will see that the Bill gives me entire dis-
cretion as to the closing hours after one a.m,, and, 1if
the Bill becomes a law, I will proceed with great caution,

and, after painstaking examination, to regulate the hours

so that none of the abuses, which these courts were de-
signed to correct, can be again restored. The larger
number of Magistrates sit in the Men's Night court. Only
three sit in the Women's Night Court and these Wa me
that if it is found that the arrests of women i/p/\in such

numbers after one a.m. as %0 provide work for the court,

they willbeglad to sit to any’hour named by me, Of course,

you will understand that I thoroughly apmr eciate that the
personal comfort and convenience of the Magistrates 1s

not to be considered against large public interesis, nor
allowed to interfere with the reform of abuses in connec-
tion with these couwrts. T will also make 1t my business
to act in harmony with the Police Department, with ref-
erence to having the courts always ready to dispose of any
night prisoners that the Police may have on hand.

The Magistrates, so far as I have been able to
learn their opinions, are unanimously in favor of the
change, a8 they testify that at the Men's Night Court
they are most frequently without any prisoners to try in
the early hours of the morning. 1 do not believe they
are trying to shirk or evade thelr duties in the premises,

and they have been so earre stly co-Opei'ative with me in




Hon. Wm. J. Gaynor, Mayor,

the reforms which we have in hand that I believe it is
only jt that 1 should give ear to any reasonable com-

plaint which they have to make, to the end that tThey may

address themselves to their duties with hearty good will

and contert .
Believe me, always,
Very sincerely yours,

Chief City Magistrate.







Excerpt from Annual Report of the
Board of City Magistrates, Firet Division, for Lt he year endirg

December 31, 1910:;

"The night work of these courts 1s arduous and subjecis

the Magistrates to considerable physical and nervous strain,
but I am convinced beyond doubt that it is necessary, salutary

and must be continued. Popular opinion is, so far as I know,
practically unanimous in favor of these courts. After careful

investigation, I arrived at the conclusion that these courtis
might well be closed, in most instances, at one o'clock in the
morning, or kept open thereafter subject to the discretion of
the Chief City Magistrate in co-operation with the Police De-
partment. The Magistrates themselves are unanimously in favor
of this chance. This would have the court continuously in ses-
sion from eight p.m. to one a,m,, instead of a recess and a long
wait with nothing to do in the early hours of the morning as 18

now often the mwractice.”




April 3, 1912.

Héon, William McAdoo,
3 Chief City Yagistrate.

B A F e
T™he following is a report of the Women's{Wight)

Court and Seccnd District (Day) Court of convictions of

prostitutes for the quarter ending March 1st, 1912
Total sonvictions 1173, of which there were

708 old cases and 4537 new cases, which were disposed of

as follows:
Comuitted to the Workhouseé........ 007

o Institutions.c.cce.... &4

% . - ! g * am# . . Py 4_3,“.___._‘ e
i, AR s Y o {.! ﬁ“".“" T o T ?w&:@ S ::“ﬁ wf‘ﬂ "'.J.;?_" o , . * )
R !E"- b, Tl 'h?'-': v S ho BRSOl ‘,'.'ilu...\'ﬁ.-g_-.g - . R el T AT S - L
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Discharged with Reprimand......... 14

C&“.Pendiﬂs........-.....-'-..... 1
Total 1173

Respecifully,

/

/2
"4 1‘: m. X
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OFFICE OF.

THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE
FIRST DIVISION,CITYOF NEW YORK
300 MULBERRY STREET

WILLIAM McADOO MANHATTAN

CHIEFCITY MAGISTRATE

NEW YORK May 24th, 191Z2.

Dear Mayor Gaynor:

I am sending this letter to Mr. Clinton
Graham, who wrote you a letter complaining that he was Tre-
quested to leave the Women's Night Court by one of the At~
tendants because he had heen there on other occasions.
I hope this reply will meet your approval.

, The life is pestered out of us with a lot of men

and women who want to go over there and make that court a
sort of show place. Agide from the disorderly and criminal
element who follow these women, there are quite a number oOf
men and women who claim to be humanitariandand philanthro-

pists,. who apparently are never happy unless they are deal-

ing with this question of the so-called social evil, and,

if we allowed it, thev would crowd én to the bar and on the

bench and sit in court every night in the week, claiming
that they are there for philanthropic and benificent plirposes.
I do all I can to keep all these elements out of the place,
and this I am convinced you approve of.

Very' sime erely yours,

To,Hon, Wm.J.Gaynor, Chief City lMagistrate.

R &y o ¥,
New York Cityv.




May 24, 1912.

Clinton Graham, Esq.,
10 'lllstrut, lhnhnttm.

B ir : -

Your letter of the 20¢th instant to His Honor, Mayor
Gaynar, complaining that you had been mlngod from the Jef-
ferson Ilu-kot Night ﬂourt for by an Attendant Officer
for the reason that you had been there befors and it was the
Judge's orders that such peeple -mu b- rofuuc aénittance,
has been referred to me.

The diffioult and delicate task which confronts the
Magistrates who preside in that court has at time:been added
to by the large number of people who insist upon orowding into
the room, 0 a8 to make 1%t unoomfortable for those who work
there. In additien to that, there are a oclaes who come there, ! 1
which you and all good oitum I know, would consider quite
undesirablesand not entitled te any speoial oconsideration,
namely, the so-called l"o:n. pimps, cadets and inhuman para-
sites mo prey on these unfertunate women, The attendants

as that Court have been selected with great care as men of

f”‘ judgment and disoretion and well-mamnered, and they are
nstruoted td treat everybody with politeness uul patience.

In an andeavor to free the court frem those who are attraocted

there p.rmtly 3fause the cases border on social and sexual

questions and for some reason or other like to watoh these wo-

men, and frem those who proz.upon thoa.it is quite likely that

ocoasionally a llilhko Antﬁorittu ocon-
template )u; s new oouri ‘women, and i¥ I Nave anything
to say sbout it. u will'be in & small room, It is a great in-
Jutim to these poor creatures that people crowd in to leok

pon them as a sort of ouriosity, We certainly will not allew
8 oourt to be turned into a human sco or bs eéxploited in any

m.
Very respeotfully,
(8igned) William McAdoo,
Chief City Magistrate.




