Charles H. Hyde-

Correspondence

1911-1913




Nov .16 1911 .k
Dear Mr. Hyde:

four note iz received. Let

me know the amount ami I will send vou

a check. I trust that the answer was

carefully read over and revised in the

light of the Court of Appeals decision.

When I sent it in first I asked to have

it carefully revised, but I never heard

& Wor4 from it since. I think I sent
1%, to Baldwin,
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March 6, 1912, D®

’

Dear Mr. Hyde:
Of course the appoint-
ment of a Police Surgeon will be of
the first man on the list, as that
is the standing executive rule, and
I cannot possibly depart from it.
I once knew the Sicard family quite
well, and also met Admiral Sicard,
whom I knew fairiy well, whez I wae
& young fellew, The other man you
ﬁﬁﬂfion I %ill bear in mind., I sup-
pose it is @11 right.

r ¢ i b " :';"-'t’ é,}."i';‘l
- d i . -.'&_;- R | il
£ yi i . ‘ 4 I‘*-‘:"' .‘}': 1 E—:‘ #

' Bt ki ~ i i ki j o SN {4 ; : Sl \ .
' g4 gt '_ L P o ¥ L”f , % f
. \’-w‘“m". - RRESRATE R | M f ; -“*‘P*M' iy .- ."':.mu'in-._al e oot < B 15 niiwimmart sl e 2k

Charles H. Hyde, Bso.

kS

91, Chambers étreetq
Yiew York City.
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April 15, 1912.b

My dear Hyde:




Dear Mr. Hyde:;

I called Mr. Champ up
on the telepione about the matter,
and he stated that Mr. Underwood
had exp’ained to you a reason for
delaying a whiles I asked him to

s%tend to the matter at ance.

Very truly yow's,
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Nhy 22,1912ok
Dear Mr. Hyde:

~ DBefore receiving your letter
I had already opened the case of Cap-
tain O'Brien on a petition in his own
handwriting signed by himself. from
which 1 must infer that his a‘tormyn
had no authority to sign his name to
the petition which you encleése. ere
‘must be some misunderstanding about it.
I did not know that you had thi
to do with the matter, even )
as you say, or I would haye '
word of my action. £ o

b T

Sincerely yours,
A/ Hiw,
L3 )”lﬂ 4 |

i

Charles H. Hyde, Esq.,
. 51, Chambers Street,
hnhattan s " ;‘
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transferred, but on condition
a complaint before the Com-

Mr. Keith and his friends

wran he 2heuld have been Om

»r

the city was engaged om the out-

' -
3

i1 L1t loal work, he charges must specify tihe

ingtances and the witnesss vhe ocan prove tto Pl eage

nave this attended to fortrwith, This letter NMr. Keith

- LS

18 to treat confidential.
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Charlies H, Hyde, Esq.
51. Chambers Street .
New York Cityve
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January 7th, 1913,

My dear My. Hyde:

Brower is om trial
before Thompson, who is anything
but friendly toward him. But he
told me the other day that he
doubted if any case had been prov-
od againat him. JIf I had time T
would look over the evidence. Mr.
Thompeon says that the lawyers have
- managed to pile up a formidable
roll of evidenoce, which would take
& long time to read. Mr. Brown
is the one who asked to have Erower
transferred to Suffolk county, and
"hen Brower goi there they had
some falling out. I have never
100ked into the case myself, mot
having the time.

Very fxuly yours,




January 8th, 1913.

Dear Mr. Ryde:

I d0 not remember this
mnatter of Mr. Biggino of which you
write. I want to do everything

that I can for Mr. Henmnessy. He is
one of the truest and most intelli-
gent men that I have ever mwet. I
am gorry that I did not think to
3point him to the head of the Civ-

Service Commission. It juset ocC-
curred to me on receiving your let-
ter. But he is e0 wedded to his
own profession that I dare say he
would have declined.

Very truly yours,

S sa vy N,
/
ayor.

rles B. Hyde, Esq.,
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Dear Mir. Friend:

I thank you very mmch for your letter.
Ths whole case against Hyde was cooked up in answer te
the clamor of corrupt newspapers who wanted to hit me.
Bt in it all there was ne wrorg thing alleged, nene
stated in the indiotmen$, and met & partiole of any such
thing on the trialc The judges on sppeal d¢ what I nmever
inow them to do before. They do not merely reverse the
Judgment, and order a new trial, but diemiss the whole
¢ase om the ground thet mo offemse is alleged in the
indiotment, and that mno e¢vidence of any offexnse appeared
on the trial, and that the whele sase 18 without a leg te

gtand en.
' Sincerely youre,
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M.H: Friend, Beg.,
Bew York C’.tyu




June 25, 19135, v

I am very much gratified by your kind
letter of June 24th. Your comparison of the courts here
in times of political clamor for some yurs/ past with the
Revolutionary tribunals in Paris is no overstatement.

We see things happen here in this County of New York
which could not by any possibility happen in the other
three counties of the city, namely, Kings, Queens and
Richmond. lf the Hyde matter had been bhefore a grand
jury of any of these counties, no indictment wonld ever
have been found. There wasn‘t a syllable . of a founda-
tion for an indictment. To ask other banks who had
city money on deposit to make loans on ample security

to another bank with city deposi ts which was in trouble,
could not in any aspect be deemed a crime. On the con-

trary, it wag the duty of the Chamberlain to do what he
did, The Secretary of the United States Treasury does

it right here in this eity avery time there ig trouble
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' saya you must
80 much to that bank and so on, and if you do not do it

L will withdraw the deposit from you. indeed, the




JNG-2

Chamberlain had a right to draw the city's deposits out of
the Northern Bank, and deposit them with the Carnegie Trust
ompany . on good security. of course. Instead of deing
jorthern Bank and other banks to
Lloan money to the Carhegla irust Company, on ample securiiy,
saying at the same time that if they did so he would leave
the city depoizits with them. And this is what they got a
grand jury and a pettit jury to think was a crime. IT i3
aafui‘thn you come to think of it But to the credit
of the Lf-adiciary of this city there was only one judge
wro could be got to take that view of it, and at the
requersst of the District Attorney he was appointed by

Gove.rnor Dix to deo the infamous business.

Very truly yours,

| Manhat ta.*x




Jane B5, 1913. &

Dear M. Hart:

1 am very glad to receive your

letter. I am well aware that the business world
here thoroughly understends the outrage whioch

the rrosecuting suthority and the ecourt cuvnmi tted
on Mr. Hyde. There never was a shadow of & case

againet him, and they knew it well. An indiotment

was obtained of the Grand Jury only by persistent

offort. 1In any other of the counties of this oity
no indictment would have been found. Over here

the Grand Jurers have come $o think they have to
40 a8 they are advised by the Distriot Attorney
and the Judge, although the law is the very con-

dent Judgment after e
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Sinserely yours,
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Desr Mr. Stearns:
I thauk you very mach for your letter.

The distriot attorneys and certein Judges over here in the
oounty of New York have for years been responding to newse
paper clemor and framing up indiotments sgainst innocent
persons, as in the case of Hyde, which you mention. It is
80 atrooious that one osn hardly realize that such a thing
could exist, tmt 1% does exist here. It has gone on for
years in sunswer %o periodical corrupt newspaper olameor.
And trose Who do it do it to obtein popularity. But
instead of obtaining populerity they have always ruined
themselves in the estimation of all intelligent end Just
minds, and in the end it is always the estimation of the
commnity at large. The people of this country will not
otand for any such businese. I suppose you know we have
four counties here in the oity of New York, esch with its
own distriot stterney, grand Juries, and courts. This
__pregtice of framing up erimin:l sascs exie¥s only hers inm
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the County of New York. In the other three counties,

- namely  Kings, Queens and Richmond, no such thing has ever

bappened or could happen. In those ocounties you ocould not




get a grand Jjury together which would permit itself to be led

by the nose by the distriot attorney or the Jilto to find

such an indiotment. Over here the distriect attorney and the
Judge tell the grand Juries that they are their legal advisers
and that they must do as they advise. It iz a falsehood.
fhere is mo such law. On the contrary, while the grand jury
hae to listen to their advice, it is then the duty and preroga-
tive of the grand Jurore to do as their Judgment diotates.

They ocannot be required or forced by any advice to find an
indictment. That in the end is for them to say in their

gound judgment and disoretion. The grani jury which indioted
Hyde was worked on for two months before it could be indunoced
by a bare majority of one to indiet hime The indiotment
gtated no oriminal offense, there was no evidence of any
oriminal offense, and there was no criminal offense. 8o

that when it got to the appeal Judges they did not merely
reverse the convietion, but they said that there wes no offfense
&t all in the whole matter, and pitohed the whole thing oud of
the courts. Indeed, they said thet what Hyde d1a 1t was his
duty to do. Just think of & district attorney and e Juco

~ who Ww’oﬁuﬁ“ ﬁ“dmor such oircuutuou sater to hbwopapor olamor
and dictation even to the convietiom of & man innocent of

any oriminel offense whatever. To do Justice to all of our
other Jjudges hereabonts every one of them said thr2% there was

4
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no offense. DBut those engaged in the business thought

they would mske themselves popular by ecnforming to the olamor
of certain corrupt newspaper proprietors who are supposed to
have much power here but in faot have none. Such a condition
is dangerous to the liberties of everyone. All that
Chemberlain Hyde 414 was to ask several banks who had deposits
of city money to make loans %0 the Carnegie Trust Company in
order to tide that company over difficulties, at the same time
promieing meanwhile to Leave such city deposits with them.

The oity had eight hundred thousand dollars deposited in the
Carnegie Trust Corpany, and it was the duty of the Chamberlain
to do what he “ould to sustainm that benk in order to save the
city'e money, The Secretary of the United States Ireasury
doea this every timo there i8 trouble in Wall Street. He
depr,gits money with certain banke with the understanding that
at his request they must sustain other banks by loans. Hyde
did not ask any bank to meke a loan without security. On the
oontrary, 21l the loans were made on absolute security, so
that they wﬁre piid at once a8 they became due. J'alt think

o:t & man boins oonviottl under such oirmtmu as thnto

““MW

Ho had tho right to &ru the city’s deposits out of any banke

a8 he saw fit., and deposit the same with the Oa.rnegie Trust
Company, on good seocurity, of course. Instead he asked certain

banks to make the loans, promising that he would leawe the




- 0i%y deposits with them meanwhile. But the falsehood was

given out Trom day to day as a grand JInrv seoret thet noney

was palid to Chamberlain Hyde. . There was not & seintilla
of evidendcs of any such thing. At the trisl., to meXe ssme
pretenss in this respect, 1t was shown that four months after

the alleged offense was domittodg namely, the request that

the loan should be mede by the Northern Bank, a note of another
person endorsed by Mr. Hyde wes discounted in the Carmegie Trust
|, Company, and promptly peid when 1t becape due. HNo one ean
think of suoh things without perceiving the degradation which

the administrationm of the oriminal law in this gounty of ﬁw Tork
has come to. I am speaking plainly about the metter, decause

I hops all intelligent people like you will see to it that no
such infamous thing happens again. The ocourts ought to be

sanotuaries of refuge against clamor, instead of places where

¢lamor is used to inflame and ocorrupt the sdministration of
Justioce.

Sinocerely yours,

fheron C. Stearms, Esg.
44, lontgonorg Btroo
Jorloy ity, .'o










CHARLES H. HypoEe




