CHARLES J. HARDY, TEMPLE COURT,

No. 6 BEEKMAN STREET,
» : L 4 i
COUNSELLOR AT LAW. TeLerHone, No, 2557 Cortianot.

NEW YORK, Sept, 2, 1896, g9

Hon, William L., Strong,

'l\l{a:‘;or’ &C.

Dear Sir:-

I have been requested to submit to you the inclosed

document for such action therecn as may seem to you to be ne-

cessary.




TO. HIS HONOR, THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK:

The undersigned present this statement concerning
the management of the Building Department of the City of
New York, and the conduct thereof, by its present Superin-
tendent, Mr, Stevenson Constable, upon which they request
that the sald Superintendent be by your Honor removed from
his official position as Superintendent of said Department.

And 1n support of such request they present herewith
the following

CHARGE:

That the said Department has been and is, under the
management of its present Superintendent, inefficiently and
incompetently conducted., That it has been and is now man-
aged and controlled in such manner as to cause great and un-
reasonable loss and damage to the owners of property in this
Clty, to architects, builders and others engaged in the erec-
tion and alteration of buildings in this City -=- all of
which it is hereby charged is due to the inefficiency and
mismanagement of the present Superintendent.

And in support of the foregoing charge, your peti-
tioners submit the following specifications:

2 That the said Department, through its Superin-
tendent, has caused "violations" and"unsafes" to he filed
agalinst bulldings both erected and in course of erection,
without just or reasOnable‘cause.

1I, ?hat said Department, through its said Super-

intendent, has neglected and refused to remove "violations"

and"unsafes" arbltrarily and without just cause filed against
| 1




buildings both erected and in course of erection, within
reasonable time after the unjustness of such filing has been
shown,

111, That the sald Department, through its sald
Superintendent, has arbitrarily and without sufficient
cause refused to sanction or approve plans and specifica-
tions submitted and filled as required by law for the erec-
tion and alteration of buildings.

V. That the said Department, through its sald
Superintendent, has unreasonably and unnecessarily delayed
in passing upon, whether for approval or disapproval, plans
and specifications for the erection and alteration of build-
ings submitted as required by law,

v. That the saild Superintendent, in his dealings

and business with architeets, builders and others having

business with the said Department, has been and is arbitrary,

overbearing and unreasonabhle, That by such arbitrary, ovef-
bearing and unreasonable conduct the sald Superintendent has
ciused loss and damage to owners, huilders, architects and
others interested in the erection and alteration of huild-
ings in this City, and that the general management and con-
duct of the sald Nepartment by its present Superintendent
has been and 18 of such a character as to be a decided detri-
ment and hindrance to the beginning and prosecution of build-

ing operations in this City.




And the undersigned state that they stand ready to
establish by competent proof_thé qharge and specifications
hereinabove made. And they respectfully pra& that your Honor
may cite the said Stevenson COnstable,'Superintendent of the
Building Department of the City of New York,to answer the
charge herein made, upon a day and hour to be by you named,
and that they, the undersigned, may then and there have an

opportunity to present their evidence in substantiation

thereof,
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September 4, 1896.
Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Honorable Sir:-

On the 3rd ult. we addressed a letter to you stating
that a Petition was being circulated by the architects of this City
endorsing the present Superintendent of Buildings in this City, and
recommeﬂding that his Department be granted a bigger appropriation to
enable him to more effectively carry out the important affairs of his
office.

We sent your Honor a copy of the Petition and stated that it
would be properly presented when it had received the signatures of all
the prominent architects of fhis City.

It is our pleasure to state that all the prominent arch-
itects of New York have now signed this Petition, and we herewith
solicit an interview when some of us, either by your selection or by
voluntary action on their part, can call to properly lay before your
Honor the subject matter of our Petition. Enclosed therefore kindly
find another copy of the Petition with the names of the architects
arranged alphabetically. The original of the same with the signatures

is at our office subject to your Honor’s call.
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Hon. W. L. S. No 2

If it be that your important duties will allow, we ask for
an interview next week, and it behoove you so to do, will your Honor
kindly notify us what day and time suits your convenience.

We submit with great esteem,




Hon. William L. Strong,

Mayor of the City of New York.
Sir:-

We, the architects of this €ity whose names are append-
ed to this Petition, solicit and request that you respect
the former Petition requiring a larger appropriation for the
conduct of the affairs of the Building Department of this
City, so that that Department may be enabled to still more
effectively carry out its work.

We submit as an argument in favor of this request that
during the incumbency in office of the present Superintendeh

dent and the able assistants that he has gathered around him,
more satisfactory work has been done than ever was done

" before to properly carry out the great building enterprise
of this City.

Under these circumstances, we feel it due to the Super-
intendent to thus show our appreciation in this tangible

form, and we do so with the hope that our Petition will be

considered, and a further interview granted us on this re-

quest.

W. & G. Audsley 55 Broadway

Holland C. Anthony /%&r&%& }‘/MM ‘f.
Grosvenor Atterbury 111 S5th Ave.

Berg & Clarke 10 w. 23rd St.

Oscar J. Bunce 16 E. 14th St.

Balb, Cook & Willard 874 Broadway

Richard Berger » 309 Broa.duga.y

Brunner & Tryon ' 36 Union Sq. E.

Bloodgood & Lund 84 Cedar

Benson & Brockway s ‘ 55 Broadway




Brazin & Siﬁonson
William P. Bannister
Brite & Bacon

A. E. Barlow
William A. Bates

A. S. Bell

Cady, Berg & See
Clinton & Russell !
Cleverdon & Purtzel
J. B. Cashman

F. T. Camp

William Arthur Cable
Constable Bros.
Carrere & Hastings
S. S. Covert

Co-operative Bld’g. P. Ass’n.

e
De;mos & Cordes

C. M. Dissosway

F. P. Dinkelberg
William J. Diething
E. G. W. Dietrich
John Dufias

John H. Duncan

A. De Saldern
Cryus L. W. Eidlity
F. L. Ellingwood
Ernest Flagg
Flemer & Koeh}er

Fowler & Houwgh

¢

46 Exchange Place

111 Fifth Ave.

149 Broadway

149 Broadway

71 Broadway

31 East 17th S£.
82 Nassau St.

13 Astor Place

114 Nassau St.
1183 Broadway

22 East 16th St.
44 Broadway

19 Park Place
108 Fulton St.
S. W. Cor. Fulton & Nas.
52 Broadway

8 Union Sq. West
3 Union Sq. West
18 Broadway

337 4th Ave.

21 West 24th St.
44 Broad St.

160 5th Ave.

56 Pine St.

94 Broad St.

55 Broadway

280 Broadway




Roberﬁ W..Gibson

C. P. H. Gilbert
Raleigh C. Gildersleeve
E. W. Gries

Percy Griffin

Harding & Gooch
William H. Bume & Son
Heins & La Farge

H. J. Hardenberg
Howard & Cauldwell

J. E. Howe

C. C. Haight

.Geo. E. Harnay

L. C. Holden

Hoppin & Hoen

Francis Gilman Howard
C. E. Hebberd

Ireland Jos.

A. B. Jennings

Jc KQ Jmes

Jardine, Kent & Jardine

Kimball & Thompson
Julius Kastner
Kafka & Mott

Edward H. Kendall

nLe Brunn & Son

James Brown Lord
Lord & Kewlett

Little & O’Conner

A. C. Longyear

18 wall St.
18 Broadway

52 Broadway

86 Union Sq. East

46 Exchange Place

Postal Tel. Building

1 Union Sq.

587 Beekmann

10 West 23rd St.
10 East 23rd St.
59 Broadway

111 Broadway

71 Broadway

1-3 Union Sq. West
160 5th Ave.

111 5th Ave.

62 Broad St.

203 Broadway

145 Broadway

126 Liberty St.
1262 Broadway
66 Broadway

744 Broadway

99 Nassau St.
160 5th Ave.

1 Madison Ave.
160 5th Ave.

123 East 23rd St.

28 West 23rd St.

126 Liberty St.




Linean & Nash

A. F. Leicht
Woodruff Luming
F. T. Lent
A. J. Manning
. Marshall
Mellen
Merrett
Moore
W. Marshall
S. Ninen
George B. Post
. Bruce Price
Parish & Schroedr
W. A. Potter
Wilson Potter
George Palliser

Pollard & Steinam

Renwick, Aspenwall & Owen

Rydel & Shepard
‘Rossié; & Wright

T. Henry Randall

C. W. Romeyn

Chas. H. Richter Jr.
L. B. Reed

P. W. Ross

John B. Snook & Son
W. Wheeler Smith

Schickel & Ditmars

Benj. Silliman

64 Cedar St.
99 Cedar St.
94 Liberty St.
94 Liberty St.
160 5th Ave.
874 Broadway

1 Broadway
1267 Broadway
125 East 23rd St.
1056 Bible House
217 4th Aye.

33 East 17th St.
150 5th Ave.

1 Madison Ave.

160 5th Ave.

1/3 Union Sq. West

32 Park Place
22 Union Sq. West
367 5th Ave.
166 5th Ave.

94 Liberty St.
52 Broadway

46 Exchange Place
1 Madison Ave.
245 Broadway
32 Nassau St.
261 Broadway
7 Wall St.

111 S5th Ave.

39 Cortlandt St. -
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C. N. & A. A. Stroughton 96 5th Ave.

William Strom 44 Broad St.
Stephenson & Greene 87 Beekman
F. Rhys. Smith " 145 Broadway
C. F. Terney 136 Liberty St.
Tubby William B. 81 Fulton St.
K. D. Tangen 156 S5th Ave.
J. H. Taft 33 East 20th St.
R. M. Up john 111 Broadway
Downing Vaux 68 Bible House
T. Van Winkle 126 Liberty St.
4éu%?atW%[t* ; ,

of Me Kim Mead & White 160 5th Ave.
Withers & Dickson Bible House
Frank C. Wallis 874 Broadway
Joseph Wolff 1 Madison Ave,
E. F. Young 1 Madison Ave.

Alfred Zucker 32 Union Sq.




stable and the Architects.

. the Hditor:

1 read in your valwable paper one account
about charges being preferred against Superin-
tendent of Buildings Constable, and another in
which he Is sustained by a number of well-
known architects. I am one myself: Those who
signed the charges are men who have business
with the Department at all times, and are very
much annoyed by Constabic’s m 1s Those
who signe«f the sustainer are men ho do not
know anything about Constable, and secldom, if
ever, visit the office—men who plan cathedrals,
churches, halls and public buildings of a!l kinas
in all parts of the State; men who plan sky-
scraping office buildings, of which ConstabBle and
his deputics are ignorant as to constructiong

| men who never visit the office in person, but
generally send an aid; in fact, men w never
transacted much business with the Deépartment.
It is the men who build homes for t
that are imposed upon. annoayed,
the sustainers say give C able more money,
more room, better accommodation. The facts
are, the Department never had so mfich room
as it has now, and for many years not so little
business. AN OLD ARCHITECT.

peopla

insult Now,

WANT CONSTABLE REMOVED.

Petition wyith 100,000 Signatures

Said to Be in Circulation.

A petition has been signed by 100,000
| citizens, it is said, asking for the ’re—
moval of Stephenson Constable, Super-
intendent of the Department of Build-
ings. .

In order to prevent the use of any
more defective buildng material thé
Buxlding"l‘rades Section of the Central
Labor Union at its meeting last night
appointed a special committee \
to' obtain information in res;ea.brdOftc}htrlsg
:11:((31 (t)f ld(éfectlve material in buildings
a O lodge complaints z 3uilding
’D%')a!‘tﬂ)ent. blaints at the Building

elegate Bausch, of the W

| Deleg i ood-Carv-
ers :\nSOCif{[lOH, proposed the ap}?cﬁin‘tl-
Jnent of the committee, angd he and
James }\Ix.'le_r‘, of the Elevator Con-
structors’ Union, and James Fitzgerali
of the:Marbie Workers, were appoim,dd

on_it,
T e—

HANT CONSTBLE USTED

Architects Charge. ‘;_\Superln't_endent
of Buildingg with’a Score

WILL PETITION FOR HIS REMOYAL.

They Are Now Seeking Slgnaturel‘

to a° Request that Mayor Strong
Wield the Axe,

A petition embodying serious charges
agalnst Stevenson Constable, Superin-
tendent of the Building Department, is
circulating among architects in New
York City. : When ' a' sufficient number
of names: have been attacheéd to it, the
promoters say, it will be laid before the
Mayor with a demand for Mr. Consta-
bie’s removal,

The charges range from incompetence
to gross neglect: of duty, It is asserted
that Mr. Constable is not only unfit to
maintain the obligations of his office but
that he even seeks to delay the work of
the department. It is expected that the
petition will be presented to Mayor
Strong next week. The petition follows:

The undersigned present this staternent econ-
cerning the management of the ~Bullding' De-
partment of the city of New York and the conduct
thereof by its present superintendent, Mr. Steven-
son Ccnstable, upon which they request that the
present superintendent. be by Your Honor romoved
from his official position as superintendent of sald

| department, and in suppoft of such request they

present herewith the foliowing charges:

That sald department has been and {s, under
the management of {ts present superintendent,
ineMeiently and Incompetantly conducted. -That it
had beep and is now managed and controlled in
auch manner &8 to causs great apd unreasonable
1038 and damage to the owners of property In this
city and to architects, builders and others -engaged
in the erection and alteration of bulldings in ths
city; ‘all of which it {s hereby charged is due to
the inefclency and mismanagement of the present
superintendent, In suppo:t of tha foregoing charge
your petitieners submit the following specifica-
tions:

1, That the sald department, through lts su-
perintendent, has caused violations and unsafes to
be filed agalnst bulldings without just or reasom-
able cause,

2, That said department, through itg superintend-
ent, has neglected and refused to remove viola-|
tiong and unsafes. arbitrarily  and without just}
cause flled agalnst buildings within reasonabie
time after the unjustness of such filings hdae been
shown. ¢ :

Charges three and four allege that Mr.
Constable has refused to pass; or has

unreasonably delaz’ed, passin; upon
plans and specifications, oo it

The fifth charge says the Superinten-]
dent i3 arbitrary, overbearing and un:
reasonable, whereby, as charge six as-
builders -and architects




SUPT. CONSTABLE.

Pitinan N 1
i '; :
Architecis petition Mayor Strong to remove him, and charge that he is
arbitrary and incompetent. He may be (ried on the charges. .
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@frice of Wm. B, Bigelow, Architect,
Nos.

7 and 9 West 30th Btreet,

New York, %ept.9th,1896€.
Stevenson Constable,

Superintendent of Pulldings.

& e Record and Guide of Sept.bth, I was surprised to
of the signers of a petition asking Tor your removal.

note of

such petition,; nor has anyone authority to so use my

the mistake or worse nes
&s far as my inTluence goes, I have
the Buildi

been
fstration of
greatly

increased 1

epposi

ts efficiency 4dn the face ©
sition.

1lding Department, believing

T very
I am,

Yoursvery

espectfully,

(8igned) WM, B, BIELOW







J. AVERIT WEBSTER, ARCHITECT,
CARL A. MILLNER, ASSOCIATE.

HAMILTON BANK BUILDING,
217 WEST 1256TH STREET,

NEW YORK. éw 71} 7é ,

TELEPHONE
126 HARLEM.
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J. AVERIT WEBSTER, ARCHITECT, TELEPHONE
CARL A. MILLNER, ASSOCIATE. < 125 HARLEM.

HAMILTON . BANK BUILDING,
217 WEST 126TH STREET,
NEW YORK.

O”;{u -/‘EM—MJ,,J.LCI‘L\/ 0—6 Weis ‘f) Afa o “[’—7
e FPow L e «/;ﬂ J @‘lj ZQ Cle o (-Af:,n) l'u (S

—

G/L/Lu-ia) 1(7 alo aAe co/x_Lu,Q A lo » (7(

-

}él{ ocee ce)e g A Ko e A Cade 9, ’A,q_,‘— ty

S SR ju- fﬁ.wﬁ& Wi o M

‘){/a_,u'g, ’&Qud o—g//;AA'L ol M\W 7'.&4/.,—

Hnowletga, awd Bo J dechd ab sy
bivofrtn Sl U5 qcguaint o witls
ﬁ.& -%a,c#

I aee &, aA&7w for ae ae-

Vd

QT yfu"tuV“ M_/Leu,.pf* Core U Frece e /__

ZL&L/’ /ldd//Lﬁc(M /ﬂl r —
C
’#ﬂ"‘_rig A— %fé—c,lp -







H. Wm. Hoefer

FRAHGES&H&WER
ARCHITEMET s

‘“ THE ARISTON,"

Telephone Call, 1256=R. :
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JOHN HAUSER,-

ARCHITECT,

1441 THIRD AVE.,
Picken & Lilly's Real Estate Office.

TELEPHONE CALL, 340 B-79TH STREET.
K"“‘-’ 6&""’“&/
Hon, W, L, Strong,
Mayor 0Of City of New York.
Dear Sir:-

I have noticed in the Daily Press petition to have heen
reported to have been signed hy a number of architects and builders
and submitted to you September 4th against the management of Depart
ment of Buildings and particularly against Mr, Censtable Superin-
tendeﬁt. I have bheen in the husiness for the l;%st ten years and
I have made a specialty of draving plans for tenement and priveate
houses, from t}-.‘e first of January up to.the present time I have Fad
filed and passed 15:; tl.e department plans for not less then eighty
five tenement houses, besides number of private houses, also alter-

ations, and I must admit that I had very little trouble vi.atever in

having plans approved., The cause of the delay in = good meny ;

instt'ne®s in h:ving pleans apPproved by the Department is causegd by
the fact that some of the architect s and builders are not fully

versed in the requirements of the present building law and not with

the department .,
This is my personal knowledge and I think it is only due
Justice to Mr, Constable that I state as far as I can see his ken~

1

agement hLacs been uprighkt and honest ang impartial -since he hHag held
his office,
Respectfully vour:

%Wm%




