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Petition from thirteen Italians
saying that it has been an establish-
ed custom among the Italian bankers
and money brokers to work on Sunday,
and that the employees of these peo-
ple are compelled to work, Wishes

you to do something about the mattor.

R.A.




To His Honor,
William J. Gaynor,

Mayor, City of New York,

Whereas we feel and deeply appreciate that your

aim in government is to see that the governed are ruled . . |

pursuant to the will of the governed, and thail you listen
with alactrity to all facts or circumstances calculated to0

aid you to accamplish this glorious and edifying aim, we
the undersigned respectfully submit to you the following

cause of grievance,

It has becane a practice, in fact, an established
rule among the Italian bankers and money brokers to refrain
fram observing the Sabbath; and we are thus 6‘b11ged to work
on that day, although we have labored fram thirteen to

fourteen hours daily during the week.

This practice while it is undoubtedly illegal,
is highly oppressive. We 'a.re deprived of the ‘ri cht t o pay
due reverence and I:espect t o our Maker; being unable to at=
tend to our religious duties, And aside from this it will
in time tend to lower in the mind of the ignorant Italian
his respect and reverence for the day of rest- 1or these in-
variably follow the scandalous example sef by those wham

they regard as their superiom, intellectually or otherwise. |
| é
Some of these bankers and money brokers have from

time to time signified their intention of closing their

offices on Sunday. But when this subject finally approached

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

1 el T
s

T - i, o — i e Bt e i N e i ey A ’ . i - —
m-_-—-—-ﬂpmu_wﬁ P | T S mEee ey o ol i ] o i - —— - e - S5 - _— & - - - &

a focus, it was uniformly met with serious opposition and

Wt Loy 0 g

necessarily the project went asunder, Those who are will- i

ing to observe Sunday refuse to do so unless all are cam=-
' pelled to. No argument can therefore be advanced by us to
our employers to refute their objection when they nake this




 assertion; as they argue that such action on their part

 would work material and irreparable injury to their business,
| for the recason that their clients would because of conven- i

ience patronize such bankers as would transact business on

sundaye.

We therefore feel that a word from you to the

propexr poiice ‘authorities will remove the cause of this

grievance.

Thanking you in advance for what you may do for
us and expressing to you our unqualified admiration of the

mich needed services you have so far rendered, we subsecribe

ourselves

Very respectfully yours,

1

LI










l 70 the Hon.William Gaynor.
' Mayor of the City of New York.
City Hall.New York (City.

Honorable Sir:-

The undersigned,salesmen for clothing stores

;
|
|
i
’ |
and cloaks & walist shops on Grand Street ,East Sido,reapectruli
|

, uubm:lt to thelr Honorable Mayor this,their petition and ahow*
" That your pet itioners are compelled,in defianoo
to the State Labor lLaw and the sunday Law,and against their-

; own will,to work daily,between 8.A.M. and 9.P.M.Saturdays

| from B.A.H,F to II or I2 P.M.and Sundays from B.A.H. to 2.P. M,
That your petitioners are,the majority,fathers
ot children, that under their employment conditions are unable |
to proper care for the education of their famlily,not to say

. 0of thelr domestic homes,in which they ecan hardly enter morely
|

for sleeping purposes,being obblized to rise early in the mor-r

I

:ninc and retiring very late in the night,to their disconfort,

i
ras mich as to be deprived to see,at least,once for each day,

i
|
il the ir children. :
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- That your petitioners believe that such

|
| o_xisting conditions are not only unlawful and unbearable

'_ btnaro unfit for brutes and slaves.

T

, ;‘; . 34 Therefore,your petitioners roapoctfully pray
thm Honorabln Mayor to direct and to m that said State
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE MAYOR: C
M

.‘. ; .

Petition signed by a large
number of womem protesting
against the "imtolerable con-
ditions under which the women
laundry workers of New York City
are obliged to live." They
specify long hours, sometimes
extend from 7 in the morning
until after midnight, low wages
(roooivint as low as $3.50 a week),
the insanitary condition of the
laundries, and the lack of intel-
ligent inspection. They ask your

cooperation in remedying the evils.
R. A.
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