STATEMENT WITH REGARD TC THE PUSH-CART SITUATICON.,

I am advised that there is considerable unrest among the push-

cart peddlers of the lower Hast Side and that it is their intention to

-1march.in a body,with their wives and children, to the City Hall to peti-
tdon me to afford them some relief in this matter, I take this method
of stating that the push-cart peddlers and their friends can be assured
that so far as the Mayor is concerned, their interests will have the
fullest and most careful consideration, and that no action will be taken
by the city authorities which could, by any fair-minded person, be deemed
oppressive or unfailr, The peddlers, however, should remember that they
have not a vested right to use the streets for the purposes of trade,
that the streets are highways and are intended solely for that purpose,
and that the city and its citizens have rights in the streets which nmust
also be fully protected,

The conditions which have reaulted in rgcent years from the
larger use of the streets by pushecart peddlers, egpecially in the crowd-
ed tenement districts, have seemed to,me 80 1mportant,that some time ago
1 appointed a committee of citizeng to 1nvestigaté this subject from ev-

ery point of view and to report to me their recommendations as to what

measures should be adopted to bring about a‘bétter condifinn of affairs.

I appointed on this commission, in addition tocitizeha who would have
‘at heart the interest of the peddlers, a number of the heads of depart-

ments whose work brought them into touch with this subject.
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I am advised by the Chairman of the Push-Cart Commission, Mr,

sion has made a very careful inquiry

and that

fmce Veiller, that the commis

Piring the past year into all facts connected with this subject,
. it will be ready to submit its final report in the near future, probably
before the end of next month; that this report will recommend the adop-
tion of ordinances which will grea tly remedy the existing conditions and
will protect the push-cart peddlers in their legitimate rights, without,
however, infringing upon the righis of other citizens, 1 feel gure,
from the outline of the recommendations of this commission which has been
given me, that 1ts recommendations will prove satisfactory, both to the

peddlers and to the public generally. I would ask, therefore, that

the peddlers and their friends be assured that their interests will not
may
be endangered and that they await the recommendations of this commission
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New York, October 31st, 1906.

To The MOST HONORABLE GEORGE B. McCLELLAN,
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.,

City Hall, New York,

OUR = DEAR MAYOR,

We, the undersigned, officers, commlteemen,

and members of THE EAST SIDE_ PUSHCART PEDDLERS' ASSOCIATION
-

most respectfully and humbly apply to your Honor for

your aid and assistance in this, our venture,

For the last two years and a half, we, the
peddlers of the Fast Side, about four hundr;a ( 4. 00§ )
in number, were organized, for the purpose of helping
each other in case of need, poverty, or distress, and
for doing other such acts, as to help our fellow-members,

In order to carry our purpose into effect, we
necessarily must nhave the means wih which to do so, and
it B at thisg point that we apply to YOU,

Your Honor surely cannot overlook the fact
that the four hundred members are peddlers, and that
about three-~quarters ff these members are refused the
license or written permission required by law in order
earn their livelihood.,

four Honor, surely, cannot overloeok the fact,
that the four hundred members of this organization, are
all fathers of many small children dependent upon their
Bubpore.,

11 your Honor, will please recollect, Your

Honor will recall that 1as£‘year, before electlion time,




the politicians promised to give us licenses 1lmmediately
after election, and to strengthen our faith in this
. promise, our names were taken, but our licenses were
never given us.

We are aware that thne license question 1s now

under discussion,

THEREFFORE we beseech you 1in tae name of our-

selves, our organization, our wives, and our children,
that YOU have mercy on us, that YOU give thbs your DUE
consideration and deliberation, and give to us YOUR
permission to peddle, by adicense or otherwise.

DEAR MAYOR, please do NOT forget that we are
poor people, that peddling is our ONLY means of earning
our bread, and that unless YOU will grant us thlis right
to peddle, we will fall burdens to the City and to the
Charitable Institutions.

WELL KNOWING, tnat Your Hono)y will not permit
of such hardship to go unnoticed, we remain, thanking
you most earnestly for yuar past favorsand help, we sin-
cerely hope that YOU will ntt slight us ths time,

Your most humble servants,

Parry /@ PRES.
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Executive Commiee.,
















New York, November 14, 1906.

HONORABLE
GEORGE B. McCLELLATW,

Mayor of the City of Greater New York,
Dear Mayor,

A few weeks ago, you personally promised the
commitee of the EAST SIDE PUSH CART PEDDLERS ASSOCIATION,
that you would decide the License Question immedlately
after election day.

It is now over two weeks since this promise, and
not alone you have not acted and made good your promisé,
but have also taken away from us the rights which we
formerly had.,

Heretofore we always obtained cards from the Board
of Aldermen with your consent to peddle for two months
before and after the Christmas Holidays, and this time,
becavse you promised to take care of our interests in
every way, you have even refused to sign the resolution

which was passed and agreed upon by The Board of Aldermeny/
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Now, Dear Magyor, we do not know what cause we have

given you to treat us in this way. Surely you are not

made of stone, or without any humane feelings?

The members of our Association are a poor and
miserable lot, and if you will not grant us our little
privileges in order to make a living for ourselves and our
famllies, you will drive us to desparation.

Please give this your immediate attention, as other-
wise we will be compelled to march ourselves , our wives and
little children down to The City Hall, and will wave black
banners to show to this Metropbtis how its poor are treated

by the Mayor of the City who has the upper hand over us




and who is held out as such a model as everything that 1s
good and honorable.

Trusting you will not let this appeal go unnoticed

as the previous ones, we remain, anxiously awalting your

favorable reply,

Very humbly yours,




